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Peter of Alexandria (c. 10th Cent.)

Introduction

This bachelor’s thesis consists of a translation of the first six of twenty-six chapters in

the Chronicle of Peter of Alexandria with a brief commentary on philological and

other relevant issues in the form of footnotes.

The Chronicle of Peter of Alexandria is under-researched; there is no previous

translation or commentary of the text published to date. The only critical edition of

this text is from 1959 and has an introduction of a few pages in Russian. Given the

situation, I have found that commentary in the form of footnotes offers a fitting

starting point for the investigation of this text, which I hope to pursue in future

projects, and I have therefore written the commentary in the form of footnotes.

The Text

The Chronicle of Peter of Alexandria (which I henceforth will abbreviate as CPA)1 is a

chronicle outlining the times from when Adam and Eve begot Seth in the year 230 (of

the Biblical era) until the reign of the Byzantine emperor Leo VI.2 The text is from the

early 10th century, perhaps from only a few years after the end of its narrative, which

concludes with the reign of this emperor.3 A chronicle contains the history of the

world going back to the Creation of the world or to the history surrounding it, as

opposed to a history which only deals with a certain part of it.4 The CPA consists

mostly of a historical account from the Bible: over half of the chronicle deals with the

historical tradition of the Book of Genesis, followed by chapters containing material

from about half the books of the Old Testament.5 Two chapters cover the kings of

5 Name and order as listed in the CPA: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy,
Joshua son of Navi, Judges, Ruth, 1 Kings (1 Samuel), 2 Kings (2 Samuel) and Psalms, 3

4 Wahlgren, forthcoming.

3 Leo VI, or “Leo the Wise”, reigned from 886 to 912 CE., and was succeeded by his brother
Alexander.

2 For the information contained in this introduction, cf. Samodurova 1959 and Wahlgren,
forthcoming.

1 The name “Peter of Alexandria” is only attested in the title: Πέτρου Χριστιανοῦ καὶ
᾽Ορθοδόξου ᾽Αλεξανδρέως Ἔκθεσις χρόνων ἐν συντόμῳ ἀπὸ Ἀδάμ.
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Ptolemaic Egypt and the Roman kings from Augustus to Diocletian and only about a

sixth of the chronicle covers the time from Constantine I to Leo VI.

The CPA is a short chronicle of 32 manuscript pages with no obvious source other

than the Bible, though it uses the same date of Creation as Panodoros of Alexandria:

5493 BCE.6 The text existed, or exists, in three manuscripts, one currently in Russia,

one probably lost in World War II (Dresden), and one (earlier in the El Escorial

library) almost certainly lost. The certainly extant Moscow manuscript is from most

likely as early as the 10th century. The current critical edition used for this translation

(Samodurova, 1959) is based on this manuscript. The manuscript is not easily

available, though I managed to gain access to it through the Deputy Director of the

The Scientific Library of Moscow M.V. Lomonosov University, Alexander Lifshits, who

graciously sent it to me. This has made it easier to translate sections that have no

clear meaning or where the critical edition exhibits typographical errors. The

comparison between the manuscript and the critical edition is noted in the

commentary.

6 Panodoros of Alexandria lived as a monk during the 4th century in Alexandria. He
introduced a new computation of the cosmic era where the birth of Christ would be the
cosmic year of 5493, hence in modern timelines 5493 BCE (Mosshammer, 2008). This was
known as “the Alexandrian era” and was the standard Byzantine calendar during the time of
Peter of Alexandria.

Kings (1 Kings) and Proverbs and Ecclesiastes and Song of Songs, 4 Kings (2 Kings), Ezra
and Esther, Maccabees, Siracides.
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Translation and Commentaries

A short exhibit of the times from Adam until now, by Peter of Alexandria, the

Christian and Orthodox.

71) 8Adam9 and his wife Eve10, 11having become12 23013 years of age, begot

Seth.14

2) Seth and his sister Azura15 who was also his wife, having become 205 years of

age, begot Enos.16

3) Enos with his sister Oa who was also his wife, having become 10617 years of

age, begot Cainan.18

4) Cainan with his sister Maoleth who was also his wife, having become 170

years of age, begot Mahalaleel.19

19 Genesis 5:12.
18 Genesis 5:9.
17 Enos was 190 when he had Cainan.
16 Genesis 5:6.

15 Except for Eve and the wives of Abraham, the Septuagint does not name the wives in the
generations of Adam. Peter of Alexandria must have used the Book of Jubilees (also called
Lesser Genesis), a book written in the 2nd century BCE as a different perspective to Genesis
and Exodus. This book brings light to the women in the genealogy of Adam where they are
credited with having given birth to the blood line, a stark contrast to the patriarchal
genealogy of the book of Genesis.

14 Genesis 5:3. Peter of Alexandria rarely cites directly from the Bible, so references to
passages are simply to keep track of where the information is found.

13 Numbers in the Septuagint differ from the Masoretic (Hebrew) text by 100 years addition,
with the exception of a few. All deviant numbers in the CPA are commented on in this thesis
according to the Septuagint.

12 γενόμενοι, a plural participle means they both were that age when they (because the verb
ἐγέννησαν is also in plural) begot a child. Later however, the participle is used in the singular
in agreement with the man.

11 Peter of Alexandria rarely uses the same forms of verbs and participles of γίγνομαι and
γεννάω as those in the Septuaginta (Rahlfs-Hanhart, 2006), except for the 3 person singular
aorist indicative active form ἐγέννησε(ν). The Septuagint uses consistently ἐγέννησεν,
ἐγένοντο and γεννῆσαι.

10 Hebrew (Hawwāh) חַוָּה meaning “the living one” or “the source of life”. Eve’s name is given
by Adam in Genesis 3:20 “καὶ ἐκάλεσεν ᾿Αδὰμ τὸ ὄνομα τῆς γυναικὸς αὐτοῦ Ζωή, ὅτι αὕτη
μήτηρ πάντων τῶν ζώντων.”

9 Hebrew אָדָם (Ādām) meaning “man” or “humanity” when used as a noun, though it derives
from adamah meaning “soil” or “earth”.

8 All names are the English standardised versions, names not found are transliterated.
7 Samodurova 1959, p.180.
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5) Mahalaleel with Dina the daughter of his paternal uncle Barachiel, having

become 165 years of age, begot Jared.20 In the 135th year of Mahalaleel, Adam,

having seen the fifth generation, died21, having lived in all 93022 years.23

6) Jared, having become 162 years of age, with his wife Baracha, the daughter of

his paternal uncle Asovel, begot24 Enoch.25

7) Enoch with his wife Neana, the daughter of his paternal uncle Daniel, having

become 165 years of age, begets26 Methuselah.27 In the twentieth year of Enoch,

Seth the son of Adam died, having seen the sixth generation and having lived in all

912 years.28

8) Methuselah, having become 167 years of age, with Edna his wife, the daughter

of his paternal uncle Exriel, begot Lamech.29 In the fifty-third year of Methuselah,
30Enos the son of Seth, died, having seen the sixth generation and having lived 905

years.31

9) Lamech, having lived for 188 years, with Bethenos his wife, the daughter of his

paternal uncle Barachiel, begot Noah.32 In the thirty-third year of Lamech, Cainan the

son of Enos died having seen the sixth generation and having lived 910 years.33

33 Genesis 5:14. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 862, not 910.
32 Genesis 5:28.
31 Genesis 5:11. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 821, not 905.
30 Samodurova 1959, p. 181.
29 Genesis 5:25.

28 Genesis 5:8. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 828, not 912. Peter of Alexandria’s
maths consistently add up numbers incorrectly with a few exceptions.

27 Genesis 5:21.
26 Peter uses a third variation of the verb, this time in the present tense “γεννᾷ”.
25 Genesis 5:18.

24 ἐγέννησε, a 3rd sg verb almost certainly with the man as the subject, but why is there a
change? The singular participle γενόμενος agrees with the man making it only him that was
that age.

23 Genesis 5:5. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 846, not 930.

22 The critical edition writes this number as πλ' while the manuscript has ϡλ', presumably
because the modern editor did not have a ϡ on their device (which might have been a
typewriter?). This applies for all numbers in the 900’s which are all expressed by π instead of
expected ϡ in Samodurova 1959.

21 Peter of Alexandria seems to prefer a chronological approach rather than following the
biblical narrative. In the CPA, the death of a person is announced approximately when it
would have happened in a chronological timeline, unlike in the Bible where the birth,
begetting and death of a person is all in one passage. However, occurrences like Adam and
Eve’s expulsion from the Garden of Eden and the Flood are recounted after the generations
of Shem, Ham and Japheth, which breaches the chronology.

20 Genesis 5:15.
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10) Noah34, having become 500 years of age, with his wife Emzara the daughter

of his paternal uncle Barachiel, begets Shem.35 In the forty-eighth year of Noah,

Mahalaleel son of Cainan died having seen the sixth generation and having lived in

all 96236 years.37

11)38 Shem the son of Noah, having become 100 years of age, with Lembora his

wife, the daughter of Estriel son of Methuselah, begot Arphaxad.39 In the time when

Arphaxad was born, the Flood happened40. And after twelve years Methuselah son

of Enoch died, having seen the fourth generation and having lived in all 969 years.41

In the 530th year of Noah, Lamech his father, the son of Methuselah, died, having

seen one generation and having lived in all 72342 years43, sixty-five years before the

Flood.44

Thus, there are in all 2242 years from Adam until the Flood.45

After the Flood, Arphaxad, having become 135 years of age, with Emzara, the

daughter of Japheth his paternal uncle, begot Cainan.46

Cainan, having become 13947 years of age, with Melcha, the daughter of Madai

the son of Japheth, begot Sala.48

Sala, having become 130 years of age with Moscha, the daughter of his paternal

uncle Dechesded, begot Eber.49

49 Genesis 11:14.
48 Genesis 11:13.
47 Cainan was 130 when he had Sala.
46 Genesis 11:12.
45 Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 2158, not 2242.
44 Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to seventy, not sixty-five.
43 Genesis 5:31. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 718, not 723.
42 Lamech died when he was 753.
41 Genesis 5:23. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 967, not 969.
40 The Flood happened two years after Arphaxad was born. Genesis 11:10.
39 Genesis 11:10.

38 There seems to be no numbering of generations after the Flood, though part of the
manuscript where those numbers would be is cut off. The next page however, does not
continue numbering either.

37 Genesis 5:17. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 895, which would match Mahaleleel’s
age when he died.

36 Mahaleleel died when he was 895, however Jared died at 962, so perhaps Peter mixed
them which might account for why Jared’s death is not mentioned.

35 Genesis 6 or 5:32.

34 An exception to Peter of Alexandria’s chronological approach: he does not digress into the
story of the Flood, but rather continues onto Shem, Ham and Japheth’s inheritances.
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Eber, having become 13450 years of age, with Azura his wife, the daughter of

Nebrod the son of Chus the son of Ham, begot Phalek.51 In the 101st year of Phalek

and 235th year of Eber, Shem, son of Noah, died having lived in all 600 years.52

Thus from the Flood until the 134th year of Eber, when he begot Phalek, there was

a total of 538 years, and from Adam in all 2780 years.53

54Until Eber, Hebrew was the only language. For at the time when Phalek was

born, since Phalek is interpreted as confusion in the Hebrew language55, the humans

had the idea to build a tower unto heaven. Their work remained unfinished and it

was destroyed before they could attempt to climb it. For such an ascent to heaven

could not be done. Eber was the only one who did not agree to their senseless work.

But Nebrod, his father-in-law, was the instigator of the senseless work. Therefore the

Assyrians deified him, calling him Bel56, and took him, who was a hunting man, to be

king. But because of the size of his physical body57 the Greek called him Kronos.58

But God, having seen the vanity of humans, came down and confused their tongue,

and so also the work remained unfinished because of the difference of language.

The Supreme Being did not take away the old Hebrew language, but through the

three children of Noah, he divided the world into seventy-two languages. For three

sons are born to Noah: Shem, Ham and Japheth, from whom all of humankind was

generated59 and populated every country. All the land of the earth was divided on the

three sons.60

Japheth, the third brother, received the land of the North from Media until Cadiz61,

and it includes the river called Tigris, which draws a boundary between Media and

61 Γαδείρων.
60 Genesis 11:1-11:9.
59 “ἐξ ὧν πᾶν γένος ἀνθρώπων πεπλήρωται”.

58 This sentence might be alluding to Nebrod being a giant through comparing him to the
Greek god Kronos, a Titan god. Shem was the son of Noah who populated the Eastern world
including Assyria, and it is said that a race of giants came from him. Genesis 10:8.

57 σῶμα, as opposed to the spiritual body.

56 Bel (belu(m)), meaning “Lord” in Akkadian, is the later name for the god Marduk, the god
of the city of Babylon and the King of all Gods in the Babylonian Epic of Creation
(Black/Green, 2003 p. 128).

55 Peter of Alexandria is confused: Phalek does not mean “confusion” but rather “division”.

54 Following the chronology, the division of languages occurs before the genealogies of
Noah. Peter of Alexandria’s begins his digression into the inheritance of Japeth followed by
that of Ham and Shem, before continuing the genealogy of Adam.

53 Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 2696, not 2780.
52 Genesis 11:11. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 739, not 600.
51 Genesis 11:16.
50 Eber was 140 when he had Phalek.
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Babylon. Fifteen tribes were born to his sons, and these dwelled in the North:62 1)

Gomer from whom the Celts, 2) Magog from whom the Scythians, 3) Madai from

whom the Medes, 634) Javan from whom the Greeks, 5) Elisa from whom the

Chaldeans, 6) Tubel from whom the Iberians, 7) Meshech from whom the

Cappadocians, 8) Tiras from whom the Thracians, sons of Gomer:64 9) Ashkenaz

[from whom the] Rhingenes, 10) Riphath [from whom the] Paphlagonians, 11)

Togarmah [from whom the] Phrygians, sons of Javan; 12) Elishah [from whom the]

Cyprians, 13) Tarshish [from whom the] Cilicians, 15) Kittim65 [from whom the]

Romans, 15) Rhodians [from whom the] Huns.

From these the islands of the tribes were separated.66 We can see that the ones

in the North are of the same race67 as the descendants of Japheth. The tribes of

Greece are of these, except for those who later moved there.68 Τhese settled69 the

city of Athens and that of the Thebans. The Tyrrhenians are settlers from Sidon and

descendants of Cadmus son of Agenor. The Calchedonians were settlers from

Tyros, and similarly some others settled in Greece. We learn the details of this from

the law70 and the prophets71.

The tribes of Japheth are these: 1) the Medes, 2) the Albanians, 3) the Gargans,

4) the Caspians, 5) the Arraians, 6) the Zekchoi, 7) the Amazonians, 72the

Chaldeans, the Korzeloi, the Armenians, the Denagoi, the Basanteans, the Kyrtanoi,

the Celts, the Sarmatians, the Hrogmatai, the Thessalians, the Zelphatai, the

Illyrians, the Lusitanians, the Mariandians, the Kunioi, the Oukaioi, the Tibareni, the

Brits, the Masinoi.

72 Peter of Alexandria has stopped keeping track of numbers.
71 Ie. the twelve books of the Prophets.
70 Ie. the Pentateuch.
69 κατῴκησαν, or “founded”.
68 μετοικησάντων.
67 Or “people”.
66 Cites Genesis 10:5: “ἐκ τούτων ἀφωρίσθησαν νῆσοι τῶν ἐθνῶν”.

65 Modern day eastern Cyprus. Kittim (כִּתִּים) is the Hebrew name of the area and has been
used to refer to the whole of the island of Cyprus. Peter of Alexandria uses the Hebrew
name but distinguishes between Kittim, also called Cethim, who may have been Romans,
and Cyprus. Kittim is the son of Javan, the father of the Greeks, indicating that the Romans
came from the Greeks. (Josephus Ἰουδαϊκὴ ἀρχαιολογία Α. 1.6.1., 1997).

64 Genesis 10:3.
63 Samodurova 1959, p. 182.
62 Genesis 10:2.
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Those who were literate73 of these were: the Iberians, the Romans, the Greeks,

the Medes, the Armenians who are also called Hrigian74, the Phrygians, the Cypriots,

the Cappadocians.

Their border is from Media towards the North until Cadiz, the width from the river

Potamias until the Indus in the direction of the sunrise. Their countries are these:

Media, Albania, Armenia minor and major, Cappadocia, Paphlagonia, Galatia,

Colchis the so-called Zekchia, in which different tribes live: the Colchians also known

as the Zenkchoi, the Dark-skinned people, the Sarmatians, the Hrogmatai, the

Scythians and the so-called Bulgarians, the Taurians called Chazars, the Thracians,

the Bastranoi, the Illyrians, the Macedonians, the Greeks, the Libyans, the Istrians,

the Tellenoi, the Daunians, and the Calabrians who are colonists, the Hippikoi, the

Latins also known as the Romans, the Tyrrhenians, the Tellenoi also known as the

Celts, the Amazonians, the Libestinoi, the Celtiberians, the Gallians, the Illyrians, the

Saktoi, the Tetimoi. Their countries are these: respectable Porine, Derris, Sarmatia,

Tyria, Basgarneth, Scythia, Macedonia, Boeotia, Achaea, Pelone also known as the

Peloponnese, Thrace, Dalmatia, Molalis, Thessaly, Locris, Aetolia, Attica, Arcadia,

Epirus, Illyria, Lychnitis, the Adriatic Sea, Gaul, Lusitania, Italy, Tuscany, Bastania,

Keltokalia, Iberia, Spania Major. On this side the countries of Japheth reach until the

British isles facing towards the North.

They have islands too: Britain, Sicily, Euboia, Rhodes, Chios, Lesbos, Cythera,

Koura, Zacynthus, Cephalonia and the Cyclades and the part of Asia which is called

Ionia. They have the river Tigris which draws a boundary between Media and

Babylon. These are the boundaries [of the lands] of Japheth.

The Inheritance of Ham
Ham the second son received the land of the South from the Rhinokouroura until

Cadiz, including the river Geon which is also called the Nile, or the River of Gold.

Thirty-one tribes were born from his sons, and these came to live in the South and

part of the West. The sons of Ham:75 1) Cush from whom the Ethiopians, 2) Mizraim

from whom the Egyptians, 3) Phut [from whom the] Troglodytes, 4) Canaan [from

75 Genesis 10:6.
74 Ῥιγῆνες.
73 It is rare to comment upon the literacy of the people.
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whom the] Canaanites, sons of Cush:76 5) Saba [from whom the] Africans77, 6)

Havilah [from whom the] Aetolians, 7) Sabtah [from whom the] Astabarians, 8)

Rhaamah [from whom the] Ramaans, 9) Sabtecha [from whom the] Sebekthinians,78

sons of Raamah:79 10) Sheba [from whom the] 80Alanicians, 11) Dedan81 [from whom

the] Idumeans, the sons of Mizraim,82 12) Ludim [from whom the] Lydians, 13)

Anamim [from whom the] Pamphylians, 14) Lehabim [from whom the] Libyans, 15)

Nephthaleim [from who the] Philistines, also called Isaurians and foreigners, 16)

Pathrusim [from whom the] Cretans, 17) Casluhim [from whom the] Lycians, 18)

Caphtorim [from whom the] Carians, sons of Canaan:83 19) Sidon [from whom the]

Sidonians, 20) Heth [from whom the] Hittites, 21) the Amorite [from whom the]

Amorites, 22) the Jebusite [from whom the] Jebusites, 23)84 the Girgasite [from

whom the] Gergesaioi, 24) the Hivite [from whom the] Evians, 25) the Arkite [from

whom the] Tripolitanians, 26) Samaraios [from whom the] Asians, 27) the Arvadite

[from whom the] Orthosiatai, 28) the Zemarite [from whom the] Pherezians, 29) the

Samaraios [from whom the] Samaritans (the present day Palestinians)85, 30) Abathe

[from whom the] Abathousaioi, who by the Macedonians is called Epiphania86,87, 31)

Masaba [from whom the] Mosepidioi. The borders of Ham stretch in the South from

the Rhinokouroura until Cadiz.

From these the following nations were born: Ethiopians, Troglodytes, Arabs,

Sagapenoi, Savinians, Ichthyophagians, Alanians, Egyptians, Phoenicians, Libyans,

Marmaridians, Carians, Psychitai, Mysians, Mosai, Nucerians, Masonians,

Bithynians, Nomades, Lycians, Mariandynians, Pamphylians, Mosesidioi, Pisidians,

87 There is a blank between two commas here in the critical edition that is not found in the
manuscript. This might be Samodurova expressing her confusion at the preceding Greek or
it is simply a typographical error.

86 “ὑπὸ Μακεδώνων λέγεται Ἐπιφανία”: there is something off in this sentence.
85 Canaan only has 11 sons, so who are the two others?
84 κστ’ instead of the expected κγ’.
83 Genesis 10:15.
82 Genesis 10:13.
81 Ἰουδαδάν.
80 Samodurova 1959, p. 183.
79 Genesis 10:7.

78 One son, Nebrod, seems to be missing, though he was previously mentioned in relation to
the division of languages.

77 ᾽Αφροί.
76 Genesis 10:7.
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Agelaioi, Mauretanians, Cretans, Magartenoi, Numidians, the Longheads,

Namasones: these inhabit the land from Egypt until the Ocean.

To them these islands belonged equally: Korcula, Lampedusa, Gavdo, Malta,

Kerkina, Menis, Sardinia, Galatia, Corsica, Crete, Hrede, Kythera, Karpathos,

Astypalea, Tenedos, Imbros, Iasos, Samos, Kos, Knidos, Greater Cyprus.

Those who were literate of these were: the Phoenicians, the Egyptians, the

Pamphylians, the Orthosiatai.

These are their boundaries from Rhinokouroura in length, the Syrian boundary

and the Egyptian boundary until as far as Cadiz. The names of the countries are the

following: Egypt, Ethiopia lying in the direction of the Indians, another Ethiopia from

which the Ethiopian river goes out towards the Erythraean sea eastwards, Thebes,

Libya leading until Cyrene, Marmarica, Cyrene having these tribes: Adsamonai,

Makai, Tavtamaioi, Libya leading from Leptis leading until the straits of Heracles

opposite of Cadiz, and there are the people of the North inhabiting Cilicia,

Pamphylia, Pisidia, Mysia, Lycaonia, Caria, another Lydia, the Troad, Ethliba,

Bithynia, Ancient Phrygia.

It comprises the islands: Sardinia, Crete, Cyprus and the river Geon which is

called the Nile, which draws a boundary88 between Ham and Japheth by the mouth

of the Western sea. Here is half of Ham’s genealogy.

The Inheritance of Shem
Shem the first-born received the land from India until Rhinokouroura in length,

and in width from Persia and Bactria, including the river called the Euphrates.

Twenty-five tribes were born from his sons which came to inhabit the East. The sons

of Shem:89 1) Elam from whom came the Elamites, 2) Asshur [from whom the]

Assyrians, 3) Arphaxad [from whom the] Chaldaeans, 4) Lud [from whom the]

Lazones, 5) Aram [from whom the] Syrians who are also called the Bettanaioi, whom

Abraham defeated90; sons of Aram:91 6) Hos and Lud [from whom the] Lydians, 7)

Kamovel [from whom the] Syrians who are called the Kamelians, 8) Kather [from

whom the] Gasphenoi, 9) Mosoch [from whom the] Masinoi,92 the sons of

92 These names do not match with the sons of Aram: Uz, Hul, Gether and Mash.
91 Genesis 10:23.
90 ἔκοψεν, or “struck”.
89 Genesis 10:22.
88 διορίζονται should presumably be the participle διορίζοντα.
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Arphaxad:93 10) Cainan94 [from whom the] Sklaboi who are also called Avars, sons of

Cainan:95 11) Salah [from whom the] Persians, sons of Salah:96 12) Eber [from whom

the] Hebrews97; sons of Eber:98 13) Phalek [from whom the] Babylonians, 14) Joktan

[from whom the] Indians; sons of Joktan:99 10015) Almodad [from whom the]

Madianoi, 16) Sheleph [from whom the] Bactrians, 17) Hazarmaveth [from whom the]

Acarians, 18) Idouran [from whom the] Magi, 19) Hadoram [from whom the]

Mardans, 20) Uzal [from whom the] Arians, 21) Diklah [from whom the] Kridosioi,101

22) Abimael [from whom the] Hyrcanians, 23) Sheba [from whom the] first Arabs, 24)

Phir [from whom the] Oarneoi, Havilah [from whom the] Eviles, 25) Jobab [from

whom the] Gymnosophists who are called Blessed. All these are from the

boundaries of Noah, seventy-two tribes. The settlement of all of the sons of Shem

were born from India until Rhinokouroura, which divides Syria and Egypt and the

Erythraean sea from the mouth of the Indian Arsinoe in length and in width from

Persia and Bactria.

From these the following nations were born: Jews, Mapardoi, Parthians,

Germans, Cossaeans, Kridosioi, the ancient Arabs. Their settlements stretch from

India until Rhinokouroura and Cilicia.

Those who were literate of these where: 1) Persians, 2) Chaldaeans, 3)

Assyrians, 4) Arabs, 5) Indians, 6) Jews, 7) Lydians, 8) Gymnosophists, 9) Syrians,

10) Elimeans, 11) Bactrians, 12) Magi. The total of the tribes who were descendants

of the three sons of Noah and knew how to write was twenty-four.

The names of the countries belonging to the inheritance of Shem are these:

Persia with neighbouring tribes, Bactria, Hyrkania, Babylon, Kordylia, Assyria,

Mesopotamia, Arabia Felix, Coile-Syria…102

102 “[...] κώμης μαγικὴ ἡ καὶ φυγικὴ ᾗπερ ἐστι τῶν υἱῶν Σήμ.”: the Greek is unclear and is
probably corrupt.

101 A son is missing: Obal.
100 Samodurova 1959, p. 184.
99 Genesis 10:26.
98 Genesis 10:25.
97 The Ishmaelites and the Israelites according tο the Hebrew Bible.
96 Genesis 10:24.
95 Genesis 10:24.
94 An extra generation has been added: Arphaxad is the father of Salah, not Cainan.
93 Genesis 10:24.
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These tribes, those who live in their own country103, are the following: Hebrews,

Jews, Chaldaeans, Assyrians, Persians, Medes, Arabs, Madians, Adiabenians,

Tellenians, Allamossynoikoi, Saracenes, Magi, Caspians who are called Turks,

Albanians, Indians, Ethiopians, Egyptians, Libyans, Troglodytes, Canaanites, Hittites,

Ferezaioi, Euaioi, Amoreans, Soeitai, Phoenicians, Syrians, Cilicians, Thracians,

Cappadocians, Arians, Iberians, Scythians, Cypriots, Sannosians, Bosporans,

Asians, Isaurians, Paphlagonians, Phrygians, Hellenes also known as Achaeans,

Thessalians, Macedonians, Thracians, Mysians, Bessonians, Dardanians, Abvars,

Germans, Saonians and Paeonians, Noricians, Dalmatians, Romans also known as

Kittaioi, Ligurians, Gauls and Celts, Aquitanians, Spaniards also known as

Tyrenians, Getulians, Africans104, Mazikes, Taramantes, who reach until Ethiopia.

I have considered it necessary to address the settlements105 of the tribes and their

names. I will begin from the East.

The Parthians and the tribes around the Tyrians Eirene until Coile-Syria are

colonists of the Persians and the Medes.

The people of Arabia Felix are colonists of the Arabs, for they are being called by

this name because of their prosperity.

The Mesopotamians are colonists of the Chaldaeans.

The Troglodytes and the fish-eaters are colonists of the Medes.

There are five tribes and denominations of the Greeks: Arcadians, Ionians,

Boeotians, Aeoleans and Lacedaemonians, and all their colonists were Pontics, the

Bitynians, the Trojans, the Asians, the Carians, the Lycians, the Pamphylians, the

Cyrenians.

And there are very many islands, eleven islands of the Cyclades, which surround

the Myrthoan sea; these are: Andros, Tinos, Pios, Naxos, Cos, Delos, Adelos,

Phinos, Lesbos, Samothrake.

The [people of] Euboea are colonists of the Boeotians, just as the [people of the]

sixteen Ionian cities are of the Ionians, these were: Mythene, Phocaea, Priene,

Erythrae, Samos, Taion, Colophon, Chios, Ephesos, Smyrna, Perinthos,

Constantinople, Calchedon, Pontus, Amisos, Eleuthera.

105 Or “colonies”.
104 ᾽Αφροί.
103 “Τάδε ἔθνη τὰ κατὰ τὰς ἰδίας ὑπάρχοντα εἰσὶ ταῦτα”.
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106Colonists from the tribes of the Roman, Kittaioi, are Melians, Hippikenoi,

Koupanoi. Tribes and colonists from the Africans are: Nebdeloi, Tithynoi,

Nasamonians.

And islands which have cities are Sardinia, Corsica, Bibrais, Benista, Kerkia,

Gallia.

Tribes and colonists from the Mauretanians are Mousoullanoi, Tekanoi, Sariones.

Tribes and colonists from the Spaniards also called Tyrians are Louttanoi, Bettikoi

who are also called Hyrians, Boskones, Calicians, Satyrians.

Tribes and colonists from the Gauls also known as the Narmousian are

Armaxobioi, Graikoi, Sarmites.

Also I considered it necessary to speak about and indicate the regions of the

unknown tribes and the names, mountains and the noteworthy rivers, in order that

you, reader, shall not remain ignorant about these.107

I will begin to speak about the tribes from the East. The Abdynians and Tellenoi

lay beyond the Arabs. The Saracenes lay beyond the Temenetai. The Albanians lay

beyond the Caspian gates. The ancient Madenianoi, who were beaten by Moses,

live within Mesopotamia and the Erythraean sea near Egypt, where Ragouel, the

father-in-law of Moses, became king.108

And beyond the Cappadocians on the right, live the Armenians, the Iberians, the

Bibranains, the Sannians who are also called Nassanians who live all the way down

to Pontus109, where the Apsonian camp110 was situated and the city of Sebasteia [is],

and from there comes the harbour of Kephasispolis that stretches until the territory of

the Trapezuntians. There the tribes came to an end.

There are twelve great mountains, named: Mt. Lebanon, Mt. Caucasus, Mt.

Taurus, Mt. Atlas, Mt. Parnaos, Mt. Cithaeron, Mt. Ailikon, Mt. Parthenium, Mt.

Lyseas, Mt. Lycabettus, Mt. Pelion, Mt. Olympus.

There are forty named rivers: 1) the Indus also called Pheison 2) the Nile also

called Geon, 3) the Tigris, 4) the Euphrates, 5) the Jordan, 6) the Cephisus, 7) the

Tanais, 8) the Mebios, 9) the Achlys, 10) the Asopos, 11) the Thermodon 12) the

Epateinos, 13) the Roos, 14) the Borysthenes, 15) the Pompheios, 16) the Taurus,

110 παρεμβολὴ ̓Αψὼς.
109 I.e. the Black Sea.
108 Numbers 10:29.
107 Turning to the reader in this way is unusual.
106 Samodurova 1959, p. 185.
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17) the Eurotas, 18) the Meander, 19) the Hermus, 20) the Auxeios, 21) the

Pyramus, 22) the Beios, 23) the Hebrus, 24) the Sakarya, 25) the Achelous, 26) the

Pinbeios, 27) the Evenus, 28) the Percheios, 29) the Oistros, 30) the Simoes, 31) the

Scamander, 32) the Tyrmon, 33) the Partheneios, 34) the Ister, 35) the Hraineios,

36) the Betes, 37) the Rhône, 38) the Eridanus, 39) the Sybres, 40) the Danube.

About the islands. The biggest islands are these ten: 1) Taprobane,111 2) Britain

known as Albion, 3) Golden Peninsula,112 4) Britain known as Ireland, 5) the

Peloponnese, 6) Sicily, 7) Sardinia, 8) Cyrnus,113 9) Crete, 10) Cyprus. These ten

islands are in the southern region.114

The Northern Region
The first island was called Athulia, to which the Garden of God115 is near, in which

Adam came to live, as it is written, opposite of paradise, when he was expelled

because of the transgression. There were ten generations from him until Noah, for

Adam, having died on the island of Athulia, was buried being attended to by angels

in the most central part of the land, at the place called Golgotha by the Hebrews, and

“Skull” by the Greeks.116 At this “Skull” they impaled Jesus Christ, and they put his

cross on the head of Adam, giving him to us as a good sign. He went up the cross as

an overseer and watched by the cross all of creation. And the whole world, together

with Adam, bowed down before him in awe, as being the Creator, and this was

interpreted thus: by a, the East, by d, the West, and by a, the North, and by m, the

South, and so they got to know all the four regions of the world. Jesus Christ is the

son of God and the new Adam, he who accepted to be impaled to the four-cornered

cross, for through the head of the life-giving cross is the letter a, through the foot

rest, d, and through the middle beams, and the right and left hands, a and m. To

illustrate, it is like this:

116 Samodurova 1959, p. 186.
115 The Garden of Eden.
114 Peter of Alexandria oddly included Britain in the southern islands.
113 I.e. Corsica.
112 I.e. Crimea.
111 I.e. Ceylon.
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117

In the time of Noah humankind sinned against God, and in accordance with God's

command, Noah built the ark118 on the very island of Athulia. And the Flood came to

pass over the whole earth, and every living spirit was washed away, from human to

cattle and birds and crawling animals and four-legged animals119. And the ark was

lifted to such heights that it was carried above the highest of mountains with a fifteen

cubit margin, and it was transported from Athulia to the mountains of Ararat120, being

between Arabia and Parthia, in the land of the Abidenes. And when Noah came out,

together with his community of souls121, he settled in Arabia. And from the sons of

Noah, the still remaining population of the world came into being, as we have

exhibited above with regard to the seventy-two tribes. And after Noah, the island of

Athulia remained partly uninhabited.

121 Genesis 8:18.
120 Genesis 8:4.
119 Genesis 7:21.
118 Genesis 6:13.

117 Peter of Alexandria has depicted what are presumably three crosses. The one in the
middle is clear in meaning depicting that of Jesus Christ with, from the inner part, ΙΗΣΟΥΣ
ΧΡΙΣΤΟΣ, Ο ΥΙΟΣ ΤΟΥ ΘΕΟΥ, “Jesus Christ, the Son of God”. Then, going from top to
bottom to left to right, ΝΕΟΣ ΑΔΑΜ, “the New Adam”. This cross doubles as celestial
directions: the A on the left signifying ΑΡΚΤΟΣ “North”, then M on the right ΜΕΣΗΜΒΡΙΑ
“South”, Δ at the bottom ΔΥΣΙΣ “West”, and Α at the bottom ΑΝΑΤΟΛΗ “East”. As to the
other two crosses, Professor Chrysostomos Nassis, of Aristotle University of Thessaloniki,
has suggested to me in private correspondence that they are those of the thieves that were
crucified with Jesus. He deciphers it like this: from the top right cross ΤΩΝ, bottom right ΛΗ,
top left ΣΤ, and bottom left ΩΝ, then horizontally across both crosses OI DYO. This spells out
ΤΩΝ ΛΗΣΤΩΝ OI DYO, “the two of the thieves''. Furthermore he suggested the top middle of
each cross could be a nomen sacrum, probably a calligraphic stigma, or in this case two (ςς)
for σταυροί “crosses”. The message spelled out would then be “The two crosses of the
thieves''. The lack of access to the manuscript makes it impossible to verify if what is
represented as “R” by the editor are indeed stigmas or anything else. I am grateful to
Professor Nassis for this information, and to Bishop, frater Erik Varden, for putting me in
contact with Professor Nassis.
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About the Eastern Region
In the east, there is the paradise of God, the one in Eden, from where the river

Phison goes out. In the east there is also the island called Taprobane. The meridian

passing through the capital of the Chinese divides the southern part from the known

earth and the western boundary, the meridian through the Blessed Islands of the

Gymnosophists, that is namely the Brahmans, so that the length of their island, as

far as it is known, is a total of 9000 stadia.

They have another island, called Soene, so that the breadth of the inhabited

world, as limited by this, [is] 8300.122 The inheritance of the land of the sons of Noah

is divided upon three major continents, and the same applies to the sea. As far as

the land is concerned, it is as follows: Europe belongs to Japheth, Libya123 to Ham

and Asia to Shem.

Similarly, the division of the neighbouring very large oceans, that surround the

landmass, is as follows.
124THE INHERITANCE OF JAPHETH125 consists of the Hyrcanian sea and the

Caspian sea. THE INHERITANCE OF HAM consists of the Erythrean sea of Egypt.

THE INHERITANCE OF SHEM consists of the Indian ocean.

In addition, surely the most noteworthy of bays126 are, first, the Gagatikos [bay], 2)

the Persian [bay], 3) the Great [bay], 4) the Arabian [bay], 5) the Ethiopian [bay], 6)

The Black Sea, 7) that of the Aegean sea, 8) that of the lake of Maiotis, 9) the

Adriatic [bay], 10) the Propontis [bay].127

So the three sons of Noah, having divided the world into three parts and the tribes

having been exhibited from whom who was begot, it is necessary for us to return to

the genealogies.

127 Ie. the Sea of Marmara.
126 Or “gulf”.

125 It is curious how capital letters have been used, when the distinction is about the division
of oceans. One might think it was of importance, or perhaps an afterthought by Peter of
Alexandria.

124 Samodurova 1959, p. 187.
123 Λιβύη, i.e. Africa.

122 [...] ὡς γίνεσθαι τὸ πλᾱτος τῆς οἰκουμένης ἐν αὐτῆ ὀκτακισμυρίων τρίτον τριακοστοῦ.
τρίτον is unclear.
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Let us begin again from Phalek.128 Phalek the son of Eber, having become 130

years of age, with Damna the daughter of Sennaar, begot Reu.129 In the ninth year of

Reu, and the 139th year of Phalek, his father Arphaxad died having lived in all 677130

years.131 And after twenty-seven years, that is to say the thirtieth year of Reu, Kainan

died having lived in all 569132 years.133

Reu, having become 132 years of age, with Otha the daughter of Ur Chettham,

begot Serug.134 In the seventh year of Serug, Sala died having lived in all 535135

years.136 And after another sixty-eight years of Serug, Phalek died having lived 339

years.137

Serug, having become 130 years of age, with Milcha the daughter of Chaber his

uncle, begot Nahor.138 In the thirty-eighth year of Nahor, Eber died having lived in all

567139 years.140 And after another twenty-five years of Nahor, Reu died having lived

342141 years.142

Nahor, having become seventy-nine years of age, with Jevtha the daughter of

Nevthet the Chaldean, begot Terah.143

Terah, having become seventy years of age, with Milcha daughter of Aran son of

Melchos, who had a grandfather named Jeschara, begot Abram.144 This Terah the

father of Abraham also had other wives: Milcha the sister of Lot and Sara and

Jescha their sister and the daughters of another Aran.

Gathered from the birth of Phalek, that is the division of languages, until the birth

of Abraham there is a total of 541 years. From the Flood until the birth of Abraham

144 Genesis 11:26.
143 Genesis 11:24.
142 Genesis 11:21. Peter Alexandria’s maths add up to 325, not 342.
141 Reu was 339 when he died.
140 Genesis 11:17. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 564, not 567.
139 Eber died when he was 504.
138 Genesis 11:22.
137 Genesis 11:19. Peter of Alexandrias’ maths add up to 337, not 339.
136 Genesis 11:15. Peter of Alxeandria’s maths add up to 533, not 535.
135 Sala died when he was 460.
134 Genesis 11:20.
133 Genesis 11:13. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 563, not 569.
132 Kainan died when he was 460.
131 Genesis 11:13. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 680, not 677.
130 Arphaxad died when he was 565.
129 Genesis 11:18.

128 It is noteworthy that his digressions divided the generation of Noah after Phalek, whose
birth symbolises the half-way mark of the lifetime of humans before God takes the world
back.
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there are twenty generations145, so, there is a total of 3322 years.146 In the forty-first

year of Abraham, Serug died having lived in all 330 years.147 In the forty-ninth year of

Abraham, Nahor dies having lived in all 179148 years.149

Abraham, having become 100 years of age, with Sara his wife the daughter of

Aran, begot Isaac.150 In the thirty-fifth year of Isaac, Terah died having lived in all 205

years151.

Isaac, having become sixty years of age, with his wife Rebekah the daughter of

Bethuel begot Esau and Jacob.152 In the fifteenth year of Esau and Jacob, Abraham

dies having lived in all 175 years153. Esau, having become forty years of age, begot

Reuel.154

And Reuel begot Zerah.155

And Zerah begot Jobab who is called Job.156

And Job is the fifth generation from Abraham and he lived under God’s curse for

three years. But, the Pelusian157 says it was thirty-five years, [Theodoretus158 says

seven years, whereas others say thirty-eight years.]

158 Theodoret of Cyrus (c. 393-c. 458 CE) was a theologian from Coele Syria. He wrote
several exegetic works on for example the Song of Songs, Psalms, Samuel, Kings, and
more (Papadogiannakis 2013). It is unclear from which of Theodoret’s works this information
is from, and if it was Peter of Alexandria who added this information or a later editor, hence
why it is placed in brackets.

157 Peter of Alexandria must mean a specific author from Pelusium, a city in eastern Egypt
which is referred to in multiple different biblical books. It is unclear who this is.

156 Job’s birth is not mentioned in the Bible.

155 Genesis 36:13. Peter of Alexandria seemingly does not have the ages of the next
generations, so it is impossible to keep track of his timeline from here.

154 Genesis 36:4.
153 Genesis 25:7.
152 Genesis 25:26.
151 Genesis 11:32.
150 Genesis 21:2-3.
149 Genesis 11:24. Peter of Alexandria’s maths adds up to 198, not 179.

148 The critical edition writes this number as ρqθ’. The manuscript makes it clear why the
modern editor has decided to write it like this, because the number exhibits a letter that
resembles a ζ (MSU 2Ci346 ff. 195 v.), though the rest of the manuscript does not write a ζ
in that style. I have taken this number to be 179, following the theory it may be a ζ. Nahor
died however when he was 208 years old.

147 Genesis 11:23. Peter of Alexandria’s maths add up to 320, not 330.

146 Peter of Alexandria is confused: from the Flood until the birth of Abraham there are ten
generations and 1087 years. He might have meant from the birth of Adam until Abraham
there are twenty generations, though his maths add up to 3240, not 3322.

145 Or “until the birth of Abraham’s descendants”.

18



Eva Louise Hilmarsen
Bachelor's thesis

Spring 2024
159And Jacob after another thirty-seven years goes down to Laban the Syrian in

Mesopotamia. And after another fourteen years Jacob begot Joseph from Rachel.160

Joseph, having become seventeen years of age, was sold. And after another twelve

years of Joseph, Isaac died having lived 180 years161. And after one year more of

Joseph, the king of Egypt leads the first year of Abundance.

And after another eight years of Joseph, Levi, who [was] forty-five years of age,

begot Kohath162. And after another eighteen years of Joseph, Jacob died having

lived 147 years163. And after another forty-seven years of Joseph, Kohath who [was]

sixty-five years of age, begot Ambram. And after another seven years Joseph dies

having lived 110 years.164

Amount of years165

The books of Genesis and Job contain together 3682 years. The four books of

Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomium cover 184 years.166

166 The next seven chapters are accounts of the rest of the Pentateuch.

165 The CPA has several chapters called ΠΟΣΟΤΗΣ ΕΤΩΝ to keep track of time between
and in different books.

164 Genesis 50:26.
163 Genesis 49:33.
162 Genesis 46:11.
161 Genesis 35:28.
160 Genesis 29:22-24.
159 Samodurova 1959, p. 188.
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Appendix: Critical Edition (Samodurova 1959: 180ff.)
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