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Abstract

Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) has been the primary positioning solution for Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs)
due to their worldwide coverage, high precision and lightweight receivers. However, GNSS is prone to electromagnetic
interference and malicious assaults, including jamming or spoofing because of its low signal-to-noise ratio (SNR). To ensure
the continuity and protection of UAV operations, using redundant navigation systems is essential. In recent years, the phased
array radio system (PARS) has established itself as a local navigation solution. PARS is robust towards malicious assaults
because of an much higher SNR than GNSS regarding directed and encrypted transmission. An essential factor of PARS is
that the orientation of the radio antenna at a ground station needs to be precisely determined to obtain the correct positioning of
UAVs. This paper presents a method for extending a previously proposed calibration algorithm to estimate the ground antenna
orientation with an inertial navigation system (INS) aided by redundant positioning sensors (GNSS, PARS or barometer)
using a multiplicative extended Kalman filter (MEKF) so that the calibration can be activated during flights whenever GNSS
is available. In other words, the proposed navigation system is essentially an aided-INS which switches between two modes
depending on the availability of GNSS: calibration and GNSS aiding mode when GNSS is available (Mode 1) and PARS and
barometer aiding mode when GNSS is unavailable (Mode 2). Considering that the navigation system needs to include the effect
of Earth’s curvature for a long-distance flight, PARS horizontal measurement and the barometer measurement were treated
independently, and the navigation equations were propagated in Earth Centred Earth Fixed (ECEF) frame. The independent
treatment of barometer measurement, and the propagation in ECEF frame were also beneficial when using multiple ground
antennas to have a common reference point and reference frame. The proposed method was validated using data (Inertial
Measurement Unit (IMU), GNSS, PARS, Pixhawk autopilot (including barometer) measurements) collected during a field
test. In the validation, GNSS was made available at the middle of the flight and the calibration mode was activated for 200s.
The proposed navigation system successfully estimated the precise orientation of multiple ground antennas and the navigation
solutions were verified using GNSS and Pixhawk autopilot solutions as ground truth.

Keywords Global navigation satellite systems (GNSS) - Unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) - Phased array radio system
(PARS) - Inertial navigation system (INS) - Multiplicative extended Kalman filter (MEKF)

1 Introduction

Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) have been the
prime solution for Unmanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) naviga-
tion systems. This solution has some attractive features like
global coverage, light receivers, high precision, and low cost.
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increasingly important for more frequent UAV use, especially
for beyond the line of sight (BLOS) flights. In recent years,
the phased array radio system (PARS) has proven its potential
with small UAVs, [3-6]. Although PARS is primarily used
as a high-bandwidth radio communication link, it can also be
used for position determination [4]. The heavily encrypted
communication built into this system compensates for the
lack of security in commercially available GNSS solutions
by a much higher SNR. However, the downside of PARS is
that it requires a radio link and is less accurate than standard
GNSS solutions, [3-6].

In terms of cybersecurity and the need for a GNSS-free
solution, PARS as a navigation system for small UAVs has
been a subject of continuous research for several years. In an
earlier phase of the previous work, a non-linear observer was
used for the PARS-aided inertial navigation system (INS)
[4], and spoofing detection and mitigation in combination
with GNSS- and PARS-aided INS [5]. In more recent work,
PARS-aided INS was implemented using the Multiplicative
Extended Kalman Filter (MEKF) [7, 8]. The method was
changed to MEKF as it can couple estimation errors between
all states and make use of the cross-covariance between
states when fusing inertial and PARS measurements [6, 9].
Although the precise estimate of the ground antenna orien-
tation was necessary for accurate positioning in PARS, in
previous work, this was done manually, either by measur-
ing position and attitude with a GNSS receiver and compass
or by manually aligning PARS with the GNSS position in
a post-process analysis. Thus, in the most recent work, an
automatic calibration algorithm to precisely estimate the full
pose of a PARS ground antenna was implemented, also using
MEKEF [10].

1.1 Main Contributions

The main idea of this paper is to enhance the calibration
algorithm developed in [10]. The major improvements are
the following:

e The standalone calibration algorithm was integrated with
the MEKF-based aided-INS such that we can perform
the calibration online whenever GNSS measurements are
available during flights. Previous research has only con-
sidered offline calibration.

e The algorithm integrated with the aided-INS enabled it to
estimate the full poses of multiple PARS ground radios.
We achieved this by including the ground antennas’ ori-
entation and their kinematics in the extended state vector
and the matrices of the MEKF.

e Further improvements to the entire aided-INS system
were also made:
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o The navigation equations were propagated in ECEF
frame instead of NED frame, unlike the previous
work [4-6, 9]. Using the ECEF frame as the navi-
gation frame eases the calibration of multiple ground
antennas by having a common reference frame. It also
improves the use of PARS-aided INS in long-duration
flight since this formulation considers the curvature
of the Earth, and the navigation system directly out-
puts an unambiguous global position estimate.

o Moreover, this article also takes advantage of a
direct barometer measurement providing vertical aid-
ing to the INS as in [4, 5]. However, the barometer
measurement was treated independently from PARS
measurements, unlike [4, 5], to consider the curvature
of the Earth, and to have an altitude reference point
independent of any ground antennas not considered
in previous works.

This method enables online refinement of the PARS-based
navigation accuracy during a flight, even in the situation of
GNSS unavailability at the initial stage of flight. Further-
more, considering that the calibration accuracy benefits from
a long calibration period and a long-range between the UAV
and the ground station, it gives a large extent of flexibil-
ity. To validate the proposed method, we conducted a field
test using a fixed-wing UAV with IMU and Pixhawk autopi-
lot (including barometer) onboard, GNSS receiver and two
PARS ground antennas to collect sensor measurements from
areal flight and performed offline calculations using the data.
The navigation solutions from the offline calculations were
verified using GNSS measurement and Pixhawk autopilot
solution as reference.

1.2 Organization

This paper starts with mathematical preliminaries in
Section 2. Brief concepts of positioning techniques are
described in Section 3. Section 4 presents the basics of
MEKF-based navigation system using multiple sensor mea-
surements and explains how the calibration algorithm runs
along with it. Practical aspects of a test flight are then
described in Section 5 and the results from the navigation
system with calibration are discussed in Section 6.

2 Preliminaries

Before presenting the positioning techniques and the MEKF-
based navigation system, some mathematical preliminaries
are presented in this section.
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2.1 Notation

The Euclidean vector norm is denoted || - ||2, and the n x n
identity matrix is denoted I,. The transpose of a vector or
a matrix is denoted (-)T. Coordinate frames are expressed
as {-}, while zj,. € R denotes a vector z from frame {b} to
{c}, resolved in {a}. S(-) € SS(3) denotes a skew symmetric
matrix such that S(z1)z> = z1 Xz2,and z1-2» isadot product
for the two vectors z1, zo € R3. In addition, diag(x1, ..., *,)
represents a diagonal matrix which places the n arguments
diagonally, and error variables are represented with with §x,
where « is a variable placeholder.

2.2 Attitude Representations and Relationships

The rotation vector

ay = pe (1

is a general class of three-parameter attitude representations
of arigid body with one point fixed whose rotation is denoted
by the angle ¢ about some axis, which we specify by a unit
vector e.

In this paper, attitudes are represented as unit quaternions,
using the Hamiltonian representation. For a rotation from
some frame {a} to another frame {b}, the unit quaternion is
given as

b [(qs) _ COS(%)
9a = <qv> - (e sin(%))' @

The unit quaternion contains the real or scalar part referred
as gy, and the imaginary or vector partas q,, = (qx, gy, q;)7.
The rotation matrix, Ry, € SO(3), represents the rotation
between {a} and {b} frames. The quaternion can be used to
calculate the rotation matrix, R, € SO(3),

Roa(@l) = (a2 - ala,) I +24,5@,) + 20,41, )

asine.g. [8, Eq. (4], [7,Eq. (117)] and [11, App. D.2]. The
Hamiltonian quaternion product, denoted ®, is given such
that

q1,92, — ‘I1TU‘I2U

=g ® = Y
=014 <611x112,]+q2x‘11v+S(‘I1v)612u>

asin [7, Eq. (13)] and [11, App. D.2].
In this paper, the attitude error is denoted ¢ and relates

to the true quaternion g by

q =4 ®q(a) &)

where ¢ is the nominal estimated unit quaternion. The three
dimensional attitude error in the state of the MEKF, da
is parameterized using four times the Modified Rodrigues
Parameters (MRPs), 6@, where

M—”:etan(%)za—a (6)

da =
TP 4 8g

as given in [8, Eq. (10)]. The last two terms ensure thata, =
l[6a]l2 is approximately equal to ¢ for small rotations. As
given in [8, Eq. (18c)], the error quaternion is calculated as

1 16 — a?
- 4
59 (a) 16+a§< 8sa ) @

Moreover, the kinematic equation of a unit quaternion qlc’ can
be given as

. e 1._ 1 X 1
qc = _qc®wac_§ 2b®q5 = zﬂ(w;c)qg_zr(wgb)qf
3

where @ = (0, (w)T)T and w is an angular velocity vector.
Moreover,

0 —T 0 -7
2w = <w —S(w)) » T = <w S(w)) ’ ©)

Additionally, the Euler angles (roll, pitch and yaw) are rep-
resented as

0=(p.0,v)", (10)

and relate to rotation matrix using

cocyr —cpsyyr + spsOcyr spsyr + cpsOcyr
cOsyyr copcyr + spsOsyr —spcy + cpsOsyr
—s0 s¢ch copch

R(®) =
(1D

where cx denotes cos(x) and sx denotes sin(x).

2.3 Coordinate Frames

This paper considers 4 + 2m coordinate frames. The first
four are the Earth centered Inertial (ECI) frame, the Earth
Centered Earth Fixed (ECEF) frame, the North East Down
(NED) frame and the BODY reference frame of the UAV,
denoted {i}, {e}, {n} and {b} respectively, as indicated in
Fig. 1. Please note that this paper resolves navigation equa-
tions in the {e}-frame, while the previous work [6, 9] uses a
Earth-fixed {n}-frame instead.

@ Springer
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Fig. 1 Definitions of the ECI, the ECEF, the NED and the BODY
coordinate frames

The remaining 2m coordinate frames are the local PARS
coordinate frames and the local NED frames, denoted {r;}
and {n;}, where j is the PARS index and m is the number of
PARS ground antennas in use. The PARS coordinate system
resembles the local NED frame with coincided origins (i.e.
O,,J. = O,j ), however, rotated with respect to the NED frame
to be aligned with the PARS ground antennas, as indicated
in Fig. 2. Please note that the origin of the {n;}-frame is
located in the center of the respective PARS ground radio
antenna, while the origin of the {n}-frame follows the UAV.
Thus totaling 1 + m NED frames.

3 Positioning

This section describes the positioning techniques used in the
MEKF-based navigation system.

3.1 Real-time Kinematic GNSS

Real-time kinematic positioning (RTK) is known as high-
precision GNSS. By performing a relative position determi-
nation from a GNSS base station with a known position to a
rover by transmitting raw GNSS observable from the ground
station to the rover (UAV in this work), RTK can achieve
centimetre accuracy. The RTK GNSS solution was used in
this work due to its high precision to provide the ground truth
of the UAV position, p¢, € R3.

3.2 Phased Array Radio System positioning

Although PARS’ primary usage is communication, it can
also be used as a positioning system as stated earlier. Basic
principles are similar to those in [12, Ch. 13.3.4].

@ Springer
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Fig. 2 Range/azimuth/elevation measurements in PARS. v, denotes
the yaw angle between {n;} and {r; I

The azimuth angle 1, and elevation angle 6, of the UAV
in the PARS coordinate frame {r} can be measured from the
phase difference in the incoming signals between the ele-
ments of the terrestrial radio antenna !. This is known as
the direction of arrival (DoA) problem [13—15]. By precisely
timing the signal transmission time, a geometric range p,
between the PARS ground antenna and the UAV is found.
A physical intuition of the range p,, elevation angle 6, and
azimuth angle i, in frame {r} can be seen in Fig. 2. Includ-
ing zero-mean Gaussian noise &, ~ N (0, 0*2), the actual
measurements are represented as

Py = Pu + &p, 12)
Yy = Yu + &y, (13)
6, = 4 + 0. (14)

The range p,, azimuth v, and elevation 6, can be related to
the Cartesian UAV position in the {r}-frame using

Prp.x Pu €O8(Yy,) cos(By)
Pears = | Pry | = | pusin(¥u) cos(@) |, (15)
Prb. —pu Sin(6y))

which is derivable from Fig. 2.
The PARS position can be converted from the {r}-frame
to the {n}-frame using

Prars = Rur(@)) Ppars (16)

where the unit quaternion g} represents the rotation from
{r} to {n}, which is obtained during the calibration of the
mounting of the PARS ground antenna.

! The index j is omitted in this section for convenience.
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3.3 Inertial Navigation System

INS is an example of a dead-reckoning navigation system,
whose position is maintained by integrating acceleration and
angular rate measurements obtained using an inertial mea-
surement unit (IMU) [16, Ch. 5].

3.3.1 Inertial Measurement Unit
A simplified measurement model of IMU, providing specific
force (f2) and angular rate sensor (ARS) measurements

A% is given as
mu) 18 &

b b b b
flMU = fib + bacc + €acc (17)
w?b + ber + ezrs (18)

b
@MU

where bf is the accelerometer (ACC) and the ARS biases,
and & is zero-mean noise. The biases are modeled as Gauss-
Markov processes

b= —T7'0 + ey, (19)

where &5, assumed to be is zero-mean white noise, and T,
represents the time constant matrices of the two processes.

3.3.2 Strapdown Equations

The position and velocity of the UAV with respect to the
{e}-frame are denoted as p¢, € R? and v, € R3. The
attitude and the angular rate of the UAV relative to the {e}-
frame are given as the unit quaternion g} and as wle’b = wf?b —
Rewafe € R3. The gravity vector is given as g7 (p%,) and can
be calculated using [16, Ch. 2.4.7]. The strapdown equation
results in

Pop = Vg (20)
06, = —28(0%)v¢, + Rop f4, + &5 1)
o 1
g5 = Emwf’b)qz = 5T @)} (22)

where ®{, = (0,0, ;)T is the angular rate of the Earth
rotation.

4 Navigation System

The navigation system proposed in this paper is essentially
an aided-INS. Figure 3 illustrates the overview of the nav-
igation system. The system dynamics is propagated using
IMU measurements (i.e. INS), and MEKF applies corrections
to the INS-based system dynamics [17]. Fundamentally, the
INS was aided in two modes: The first mode is GNSS and

PARS-aided INS such that the calibration algorithm [10] runs
simultaneously to estimate the PARS ground antenna orien-
tations, and the second mode is PARS and barometer-aided
INS. The navigation system switches between the two modes
depending on the availability of GNSS measurements. In
Fig. 3, the decision block ’GNSS’ determines the mode. If
no measurement is available in the second mode, the INS is
propagated without any aid, as the process block *No Aid’
indicates.

The main feature of MEKF is that it estimates the error
between nominal state and true state instead of estimating a
full state. The error state dx is estimated as a correction to
the nominal state estimate X to get closer to the true state x:

X =X®dx. (23)

Here, the @ operator represents the + or the ® operator
(Hamiltonian quaternion product) depending on the state.
Please note that the system dynamics was propagated in {e}-
frame instead of {n}-frame, and the barometer-based altitude
was treated separately from PARS measurements, unlike the
previous work [3—6, 9]. These changes were made to include
the effect of the Earth curvature.

4.1 Navigation System Model
4.1.1 Nominal System Kinematics

The nominal state estimate (i.e. the state vector of the INS)
was given as

~b ~b

& __(ne AQ ~e ni n 16+4m
X=(Peps Vep> qp> bacc’ bars’ 4> - qi’;:l)TeR ’

(24)

where qu’ is the PARS ground antenna orientation, which
is essentially the relative orientation of the PARS coordinate
frame {r;} and the navigation frame {n ;} for ground antenna
jell,m].

The nominal state is updated using the following kine-
matic model based on the strapdown equations presented in

@ Springer
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Fig.3 Flowchart of the
navigation system

Start

INS £
g GNSS =
i GNSS ; no yes
e b / Baro /
GNSS Aided
Baro Aided = —
yes
i PARS /
{ PARS /
PARS Aided
Calibration No Aid

Section 3.3: 4.1.2 Error-State System Kinematics

A A The error state (i.e. the state vector of the MEKF) was given
poy, = g @5 ( ) was g

2 A ~ b A

g, = —28(w},) 05, + Rep f 1, + 85(Pep) (25b)

1 1 — e e e b b ni T

a5 = 5 R@7)a; — 5T @])g; (250) 0% = OPep: ey 8y Sbacc. Sbrs. Oay. ... o)

;\b lAb c R15+3m. (26)
baee = =T by (25d)
i,zrs =-T;! i,i’rs (25¢)  Please note that the 3D attitude error states éa; (UAV and
ing 25f ground radio) paramatrized as four times MRPs rather than
1 = (25) rotation matrices or quaternions, are used to update the INS’s

states when correcting the nominal state using Eqs. 5 and 7.

. The continuous-time linearized error state system model
g," =0 (259 s

~ ~b

fip = ffMU — by (25h)

b b b ) dx =F()ox + G(t)w, 27
Wi, = Oy — bars’ (251)

The derivatives of qf{ are zero, as the ground antennas are
stationary. The Eq. (25) can be computed in discrete time
using any integration methods. Exact integration methods

concerting the quaternion integration can be found in [11].

@ Springer

where w = (el, ek, egacc, egm, egal, e, egam)T is the
process noise with spectral density Q given by
Elw(®)wT(7)] = Q8(t — 1) € RUZH3Im)xU2+3m) The Jaco-
bian matrices F and G, and the spectral density matrix Q
are given in Appendix A.
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4.2 Measurement Model, Mode 1: PARS Calibration
(GNSS Available)

When GNSS measurements are available, the navigation sys-
tem uses GNSS to aid the INS while running the calibration
of PARS ground antenna mounting presented in [10] simul-
taneously.

4.2.1 GNSS

The GNSS measures the position of the UAV in the {e}-frame,
therefore

ygnss = i’z)b +dp+ €gnss (28)
= j’gnss = Do (29)

such that a linear measurement matrix
1
Hgngs = (I3 0312 03,3,) € RT3 (30)

can be applied in the MEKF. The measurement covariance
matrix is given as

1, Ele2, .DR]

2nss, z en’

€1y

1, Ele?

R, = Repdiag(E[e2 anss.y

gnss 2nss, x

where &g is zero-mean Gaussian white noise.
4.2.2 PARS: Calibration
To mitigate the noise in the PARS elevation angle, the ver-

tical measurement in Eq. 15 was replaced by utilizing an
exogenous altitude measurement:>

Valt, = Py, + €aly- (32)

Here, ij b, and yai; relate to the UAV position p;, and
the respective ground radio pg,j in the following manner

vay, = (00 1) R, (p%, — p5,) + 2ar- (33)

This arrangement in the vertical measurement is due to the
need to have PARS and GNSS-based positions in the cali-
bration algorithm simultaneously. The PARS range was also
arranged in a different manner from the Section 4.3 to com-
pute the measurement of the horizontal range:

Py; =[P, = Vi, (34)

2 M M e .
P.p = Py p Since the origins of {n;} frame and {r;} coincide.

Based on this, the resulting Cartesian position measurement
becomes

. Py; cos(Vry;)
PPARS. alt = | Py; sin(¥y) | - (35)
Valtj

The measurement model is formulated based on the fol-
lowing relationship between the UAV position (p¢,), the
ground station position ( pgrj) and UAV PARS position rela-

tive to the ground radio ( p:j )

Peop = Por; + Rean"j’jp:;b' (36)

By arranging Eq. 36 as shown in [10], the equation results in
the form suitable for calibration,

A P .
Rﬂjrjpr;b = R;rnj (pib - I’er> +R;!-nj Sp
——— ——

HpOSj

+ Ry, (1)) S (37)
— —
Hcalibj

Ypars i ypm_sj

where the measurement, the measurement estimate, and the
measurement matrices are respectively

)’garsj = ie”jrjp;{ARS, alt’ (38)
Fpas, = BRI, (b — £5,) - (39)
Hyos; = R], . (40)
H cqiiv; = lAi’njr,-S (f?lr,. (i’ib - Pir_,»)) . (41)

The resulting measurement matrix becomes

HCalibj 03><3)~Hpars

Hpos; 03x12 Healib, 03530n—1)
= | Hpo; 03512 03%3(j—1) H calib 035%30n—j—1)
H pos,, 03x12 03530n—1)  Hecalibyy,
c R3mx(15+3m). (42)

The intermediate calculation between Eqs. 36 and 37 can
be found in Appendix B. The position estimate from GNSS-
aided INS and the PARS measurement correspond to p¢,
and p’’ (i.e o ), respectively. R}, and p¢. are con

Py ;p (1.8 PpaRs, ait)> TESPECUVELly. Ky ; and pe,.; -
sidered to be known since these can be computed from the
surveyed ground station antenna locations.

@ Springer
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Furthermore, the covariance of the original PARS mea-
surement Py, ¥y, and Yai; is

Rears, ait = diag(E[e], Eley, 1, Eleg,]). (43)
and the covariance of p;{ARS’ah can be computed using

rj T
RPJARS,alt - MPARS,altRPARS,altMpARs’alt~ (44)

Here, Rpars.ali given in cylindrical coordinates is converted
to ’R;{ARS a1 in Cartesian coordinates [18, Ch. 1.6]. MpaRs it
was comf)uted similarly with Section 4.3. Reference [10]
provides further details about computation of MpaRrs alt-

nj

_ T
RPARS,alt = anrj MPARS,altRPARS,altMPARS’ahR;[jrj , (45)
in order to use Eqs. 38—42 in the measurement update.

4.3 Measurement Model, Mode 2: PARS
and Barometer (GNSS Unavailable)

As presented in [3], the PARS vertical measurement can be
very noisy as the elevation angle is prone to multipath errors
due to the reflections from water surfaces. To avoid this issue,
the vertical measurement in Eq. 15 was replaced by an alti-
tude measurement based on barometer in [5]. However, as
the barometer measures the altitude from the reference sur-
face perpendicular to the tangent line of the Earth curvature,
using the barometer altitude directly in the local NED frame
induces errors when the flight distance of the UAV becomes
longer since this formulation does not take into account the
curvature of the Earth. Therefore, in this paper, the barome-
ter altitude as replacement of PARS vertical component was
treated separately from the PARS measurements to include
the curvature of the Earth.

4.3.1 PARS
A measurement of the horizontal range (py;) was computed

by approximating the elevation angle («;) using a trigono-
metric relation as shown in Fig. 4:

,5},_/, = py; cos (46)
where

e e
Pep - perj

=< 7 47
ey l121per N2

cos o

@ Springer

perll2 =78 Ipeplle =TE +h

Fig. 4 Approximation of the elevation angle. rr and h are the Earth
radius and a height from the earth surface

The horizontal components of Cartesian PARS position
measurements can be expressed as

rj _ (ﬁyl COoS 'lpy/>
YPARS =

Py, Sin Yy,

100
= (O 1 O) R;lz-jrjR;zrnj (pib - pirj)' (48)

By using the relation p¢, = pg;, + 5p¢,, the estimate mea-
surement is given as

AT 100\ o1 .
yPJARS = (O 1 O) anrj R;zrnj (pib - pirj) ’ (49)

while the Jacobian matrix of y;’ARS with respect to § p¢, can
be found by differentiating Eq. 49

v
9 YpARS
aapgb

100\ ;
- (0 X 0) Ry, R], eR>3. (50
—

AT
H Rel‘j

5[’§b:03x 1

Hence, the measurement matrix becomes

Hpprs = (HifeT,j 0253 023 0243 0253 023)

c RZX(]S"‘?’"’[)' (51)
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. r j
.Furthermore, the covariance of yp,rg can be computed
using

Rpars = Mrars, RearsM lIARS_,- (52)
where
Rears = diag(Eley]. Eley ]). (53)

Here, Rpars given in cylindrical coordinates is converted to
R;‘L\RS in Cartesian coordinates [18, Ch. 1.6]. Mpars i isa

Jacobian matrix of y;]/‘st with respect to the noise epars =
(&p, &)t

3y1r3]ARs mip mp2
MpaRs, = ——> = (54)
/7 0€paRrs ma| m
with
cos(¥ry;) py; ) _
my = ——L2 gy = — sin(yry;) py;
Py;
sin(¥ry,) om _
my = — gy = cos(Yy; ) Py; -

Py;

In a practical implementation pj, is used instead of p¢, in
Eq. 47 such that

_ peb'perj
Py; & Py g (55)
R 20 N2

which is valid for small [|6 p¢, ||2.

4.3.2 Barometer

Atmospheric pressure measurements from barometer can be
converted to the altitude of UAV from the sea level using [16,
Eq. (6.19)]

,(M)
_ To Py 80 1 (56)
Ybaro = K, P

where

Py: sea level surface pressure

Ty: sea level surface temperature

Pp: ambient air pressure measured by barometer
R;: gas constant

K;: atmospheric temperature gradient

go: average surface acceleration due to gravity.

The barometric altitude measurement yparo can then be
related to the position using

Ybaro = ”IA’Z}; + SPZ}; - Pis ll2 + €baro + bbaro (57)

where p¢, denotes the ECEF position of the geoid (approxi-
mate Earth’s surface) below the UAV position, by, represent
the barometer’s altitude bias 3 and eparo is the measurement
noise. The rational behind Eq. 57 is that the altitude is dis-
tance between the geoide/surface to the UAV. The Jacobian
matrix of yparo With respect to 8 p¢, can be computed by
differentiating Eq. 57

~e
9 Ybaro _ (pgb - Pﬁx)T R1X3
e - Al
Pep lspe,—0y  N1Peb — Pesll
— ——
H

(58)

such that the measurement matrix becomes

Hyaro = (Hai 0153 0153 0153 0153 01,3,,) € RPUIST3m),
(59)

and the measurement covariance matrix is simply
2
Rbaro = E[Sbaro]' (60)

The vector p¢, can be calculated in two stages. First, the
geodetic height, i can be calculated from the estimated lati-
tude, (1, and longitude, X, of the UAV using e.g. Earth Gravity
Model (EGM) 96 or 2008. In the second stage p, is calcu-
lated using

(RN + hy) cos(fi) cos(})
(RN + hy) cos(f) sin(}) (61)
(Ry(1 — €?) + hy) sin(j1)

[
pes_

where Ry = a(1—e? sin?(/1))~1/? is the WGS84 ellipsoid’s
semi major axis and e is the ellipsoid’s eccentricity.

4.4 Multiplicative Extended Kalman Filter

Using the motion model and the measurement models pre-
sented in Sections 4.1, 4.2 and 4.3, MEKF is propagated. The
procedure is similar for both mode 1 and mode 2. The MEKF
at time k is computed in the following order:

1. Update nominal state using a discrete-time implementa-
tion of Eq. 25

3 The barometer bias was compensated from pre-flight, but can also be
estimated real-time when GNSS is available [16, Ch. 16.2.2].
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2. Propagate the covariance P[k] of Sx[k] ~ N (0, P[k])
Pkl = Falk — 1Pk — 11F [k — 11T+ Q[k — 1] (62)

where F 4[k]and Q[k] can be calculated or approximated
using van Loan based on F(t), G(t) and Q(f) matrices
3. If any measurements are available,

(a) Compute the Kalman gain

K[k] = PlkIHI[KI(H [KIPIK)HT[k] + R, [k])~"
(63)

(b) Calculate the estimated error
Sx[k] = K[k](y,[k] — y,[k]) (64)

(c) Correct the nominal state using Eq. 23
(d) Update the estimation error covariance

Plkl = (I — K[K|H,[k)PIkII — K[k]H,[k])T
+K[KIR.[KIK[k]T (65)

(e) Set the error state to zero
dx = 0(1543m)x1 (66)

Here, prediction step corresponds to 1) and 2), and correction
step corresponds to 3).

4.5 Outlier Rejection

As mentioned in Section 1, the PARS measurements are
sometimes very noisy due to reflections from water surface.
Outlier rejection was implemented to prevent bad PARS mea-
surements from degrading the estimation. If the test statistic

T(y,) = (y,—J)(HPHI+R,) " (y,—5,) ~ x} (67)

is above some limit x2, the measurement is discarded as
outlier [19, Section 7.6.1].

5 Practical Aspects

A field test was conducted on October 8" 2020 in good
weather conditions at the north of Agdenes outside Trond-
heim, Norway. We performed multiple flights with a Sky-
walker X8 UAV and two ground antennas for PARS. Before
conducting the flights, we measured the the position and
the orientation of the PARS ground antennas by GNSS
and a compass. During the flights, we recorded multiple
sensor measurements and autopilot solutions from a Pix-
hawk autopilot in addition to independent IMU, RTK-GNSS

@ Springer

Fig.5 Flightpath of the UAV based on RTK GNSS with ground antenna
positions indicated

and PARS measurements with corresponding timestamps.
Figure 5 indicates the flight path with directional arrows and
ground antenna positions. Figure 6 gives an overview of the
hardware system used in this field test.

5.1 Payload

The UAV avionics included a Pixhawk autopilot running
ArduPlane flight control software with a 3DR GPS mod-
ule, a Honeywell HMC5883L 3-axis digital compass IC,
MS561101BAO3 barometric pressure sensor, and an inter-
nal IMU/INS. In addition to the Pixhawk autopilot, the
payload was equipped with a tactical grade IMU, the Sen-
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sonor STIM 300, and a Ublox FOPZED GNSS receiver to
enable accurate RTK GNSS measurements. A SenTiBoard
[20] was used to synchronize the timestamps of the IMU and
GNSS measurements. This synchronization can facilitate the
integration of measurements in an Odroid XU4 onboard com-
puter. Radionor Communications PARS CRE2 144LW sent
telemetry data to the ground station and received commands
and PARS measurements. A 433 MHz 3DR radio was used as
aredundant telemetry link to meet redundancy requirements
for BLOS flights. References [5, 9] provide more details on
the payload.

5.2 Ground Station

A ground station was set up to compute RTK GNSS data,
PARS positioning data, and to remotely pilot the UAV. The
ground station consisted of a laptop computer, a uBlox FOP-
ZED GNSS receiver, and two Radionor Communications
CRE2-189 PARS. The CRE2-189 is a ground radio system
covering a 90° frustum both in elevation and in azimuth with
an root mean square error of 0.1° in each axis. The sec-
ond antenna was set approximately perpendicular to the first
antenna with a 2.6 km separation between the two anten-
nas. The PARS was set to a 2 Mbit/s mode with a maximal
distance of up to 60 km.

5.3 Initial Calibration

As shown in Section 3.2, PARS delivers a position measure-
ment in the local radio frame {r}. Therefore, it is important to
calibrate the mounting angles of ground antennas to estimate
the UAV’s position accurately. As the algorithm shown in
Section 4.2.2 requires reasonably accurate initial estimates,
we measured the mounting angles of antennas with a com-
pass. However, the compass only gave aroughly known angle
because the compass reading changes when close to a metal
antenna. While the full orientation consists of the roll, pitch,
and yaw angles, we measured only the yaw angle as the roll
and pitch angles are close enough to zero and were consid-
ered reasonable for the initial estimates. The positions of the
PARS ground antennas were identified with a GNSS receiver.

6 Results and Discussion

Using the tactical grade IMU, the RTK-GNSS, the PARS
and the Pixhawk barometer measurements obtained from the
field test described in Section 5, offline calculations were
carried out to validate the navigation system presented in
Section 4 (MEKF-based aided-INS using barometer and
PARS measurements, which performs in-flight calibration
when RTK-GNSS is available). The solutions from the nav-
igation system were verified by the attitude and the velocity

solutions from the Pixhawk autopilot and the position mea-
surements from the RTK-GNSS. In the offline calculations,
rough estimates of the first and the second antenna orientation
measured by a compass were used as an initial state:

Opars; = (¢, . 6, ¥ry) = (0°,0°, —65.5%) (68)
Opars, = (Pr, O, , ¥r,) = (0°,07,26.7°). (69)

Numerical values for the covariance matrices Q and R,, and
the parameters for Eq. 56 can be found in the Appendix C.
The x2 = 7.815 was chosen as the outlier rejection threshold.

The GNSS measurements were made available between
1000s-1200s at the midpoint of the flight when the UAV was
flying the furthest part of the path. This means that before
1000s, the INS used PARS measurements with the rough
estimates of the antenna orientations from Eqgs. 68 and 69
as an aid (Mode 2). Once the GNSS measurements became
available, the INS switched to use GNSS measurements and
calibration of the antenna mounting angles started (Mode 1).
After GNSS outage at 1200s, the calibration stopped, and the
INS switched back to solely use PARS measurements with
calibrated mounting angles (Mode 2 again).

Figure 7 shows the antenna orientation estimates in Euler
angles. The calibration algorithm successfully estimated the
antenna mounting angles fairly quickly (by 1050s) using the
position estimates from the GNSS-aided INS, even though
the initial estimates contained approximately 10° of errors.

Figure 8 presents the position, velocity and attitude esti-
mates from the aided-INS. The solutions from aided-INS
are denoted as Calibration MEKF (ECEF), and shown with
orange lines.

In Figs. 8a and b, the attitude and the velocity from the
aided-INS are compared to the heading reference (AHRS)
and the velocity from the autopilot (Pixhawk). The autopilot
solutions are denoted as pixhawk: ahrs and pixhawk: vel3d
respectively, and shown with blue lines in the figures. Con-
sidering that the Pixhawk uses relatively low-cost sensors,
its solution is not sufficiently accurate to be regarded as a
ground truth. However, as it provides attitude and velocity
solutions which are independent from the aided-INS, and is
a well-established navigation solution for closed-loop flight,
it is considered as an appropriate reference. The attitude
and velocity estimates did not change significantly between
before and after the calibration.

Figures 8c and d evaluates the position estimate from the
aided-INS by comparing it to RTK-GNSS solution, where
Fig. 8e shows the transition part of Fig. 8d. The RTK-GNSS
solution was denoted as rtk: pos3d, and shown with blue
lines in the figures. As RTK-GNSS solution has centimeter-
level accuracy, it is sufficient to be considered as a ground
truth. The red star in Figs. 8d and e, and the blue star in
Fig. 8d indicate the start and the end points of the calibration,
respectively, where the arrows indicate the direction of the
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Fig.7 Euler angles of antenna orientations

UAV. A significant change between before and after the cali-
bration can be seen in the position estimate plot. The orange
line (aided-INS) is shifted from the blue-line (RTK-GNSS)
when using the rough estimates of antenna orientation (before
the calibration), while the orange line fits well with the blue
line when using the accurate orientation estimates (after the
calibration).

Tables 1, 2, and 3 show mean-error (ME), absolute mean-
error (AME), standard deviation (STD) and root mean square
error (RMSE) statistics of the aided-INS estimates for before
(0s-1000s), during (1000s-1200s) and after (1200s-2625s)
the calibration, denoted as PARS + Baro/INS: Pre calib.,
PARS + GNSS/INS: Mid. calib. and PARS + Baro/INS: After
calib. respectively, using the autopilot solution as a refer-
ence. Essentially, the values before and after the calibration
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are from PARS-aided (and barometer-aided) INS, while the
values during calibration are from GNSS-aided (and PARS-
aided) INS. Slight but some improvements can be seen in the
attitude and the velocity statistics before and after the cal-
ibration. Error in the yaw angle is larger than the errors in
the roll and pitch angles, and this corresponds to the larger
error in the north and the east direction compared to the error
in the Down direction of the velocity and the position statis-
tics. While the attitude and velocity statistics did not change
much before and after the calibration, the position statistics
improved significantly. The position statistics during calibra-
tion is better than after calibration because GNSS was aiding
the INS. As barometer measurements aided the altitude, the
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(a) Attitude solution compared to Pixhawk autopilot reference
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(b) Velocity solution compared to Pixhawk autopilot reference
Fig. 8 Attitude, Velocity and Position solutions from the aided-INS

(orange) compared to Pixhawk autopilot or RTK-GNSS references
(blue)
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Tl e s R e Nom
and after (bottom) calibration
PARS= Baro/INS: Pre calib. ME: -0.62 0.88 -11.42 11.47
AME: 1.98 1.65 17.80 17.99
STD: 2.73 1.94 18.00 18.31
RMSE: 2.80 2.13 21.31 21.60
PARS=+ GNSS/INS: Mid. calib. ME: -2.95 0.24 -14.13 14.44
AME: 3.08 1.14 14.25 14.62
STD: 1.67 1.38 12.46 12.64
RMSE: 3.39 1.40 18.84 19.19
PARS# Baro/INS: After calib. ME: -2.68 0.97 5.26 5.98
AME: 2.84 2.17 13.44 13.90
STD: 2.08 2.74 15.81 16.18
RMSE: 3.39 291 16.66 17.25
Table2 Mloky rer s
and after (b(;ttom) calibration [m/s] Lm/s] [m/s] m/s]
PARS Baro/INS: Pre calib. ME: -0.46 -0.12 0.05 0.48
AME: 1.59 2.00 0.13 2.55
STD: 1.91 2.33 0.22 3.02
RMSE: 1.96 2.34 0.22 3.06
PARS= GNSS/INS: Mid. calib. ME: 0.09 -0.10 -0.02 0.14
AME: 0.34 0.21 0.07 041
STD: 1.57 0.33 0.09 1.61
RMSE: 1.57 0.35 0.09 1.61
PARS# Baro/INS: After calib. ME: 0.00 0.03 0.04 0.05
AME: 0.41 0.40 0.10 0.58
STD: 0.65 0.61 0.15 0.90
RMSE: 0.65 0.61 0.16 0.91
befons (sp) during Oniddie and Norh  Eax Down  Norm
after (bottom) calibration
PARS Baro/INS: Pre calib. ME: -223.19 -101.28 0.58 245.09
AME: 223.37 112.03 0.82 249.89
STD: 159.97 114.99 0.94 197.01
RMSE: 274.59 153.23 1.10 314.46
PARS= GNSS/INS: Mid. calib. ME: -0.02 -0.01 0.01 0.03
AME: 0.14 0.06 0.03 0.16
STD: 0.45 0.10 0.05 0.47
RMSE: 0.45 0.10 0.05 0.47
PARS-+ Baro/INS: After calib. ME: -2.98 7.79 -0.47 8.35
AME: 3.96 7.94 0.67 8.90
STD: 6.94 10.36 0.74 12.49
RMSE: 7.55 12.96 0.87 15.03
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Fig.8 continued
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calibration did not affect the position statistics in the Down
direction.

In addition to the situation considered above with mount-
ing angles precisely calibrated in the middle of the flight, we
also considered a situation that PARS-aided INS uses fixed
approximate mounting angles with 0° for pitch and roll and
42°-3° error in yaw angle

®pars, = (0°, 0°, =77°) (70
Opars, = (0°, 0°, 19°). (71)

throughout the entire flight without calibration, while the
calibrated yaw angles for the first and the second ground
antennas were -74.927° and 16.627° respectively. The statis-
tics from this additional situation using fixed approximate
mounting angles are compared with the statistics with cali-
brated mounting angles in Table 4. The statistics with fixed
mounting was computed over the period 1200s-2625s (equiv-
alent to the duration of after calibration) to directly compare
the statistics with precisely calibrated mounting. The atti-
tude, velocity and position statistics are denoted as Attitude,
Velocity and Position respectively, with an extra label indi-
cating fixed mounting or calibrated mounting. The calibrated
mounting gave slightly better accuracy than the fixed approx-
imate mounting, but the difference was not significant. It
seems that the transition from inaccurate initial mounting to
precise mounting during the online calibration induced some
errors.

Figure 9 compares attitude, velocity and position error
plots between the two different situations with the precisely
calibrated mounting angles and with the fixed approximate
mounting angles. The dotted lines are 3 sigma lines which
indicate three times the standard deviation.

In Figs. 9a and b, the attitude error plot exceeds the + 3
sigma lines through the entire flight. This might be due to the
relatively poor precision of Pixhawk reference.

In Fig. 9c, the velocity error plot exceeds the + 3 sigma
lines before calibration, while the error plot drops in the inter-
val after calibration. A spike in the North direction appeared
at 1000s when the INS switches from PARS-aided to GNSS-
aided.

Similarly, in Fig. 9e, the position error plot improves sig-
nificantly after calibration. As Figs. 9e and f indicate, errors
at the beginning and at the end of the position error plots are
relatively large, as the approximation by Eqs. 4647 is accu-
rate when the range is dominantly larger than the altitude but
it becomes worse when the altitude becomes large compared
to the range.
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Table 4 Error statistics comparison between calibrated mounting (top)
and fixed approximate mounting (bottom)

Roll Pitch Yaw Norm
[°] [°] [°] [°]

-2.68 0.97 5.26 5.98

Attitude: Calibrated  ME:

AME: 2.84 2.17 13.44 13.90
STD: 2.08 2.74 15.81 16.18
RMSE:  3.39 291 16.66 17.25

Attitude: Fixed ME: -2.69 0.95 5.28 6.01
AME: 2.85 2.17 13.46 13.93
STD: 2.08 2.75 15.79 16.17
RMSE: 341 291 16.65 17.25
North  East Down  Norm
[m/s]  [m/s]  [m/s]  [m/s]
Velocity: Calibrated ~ ME: 0.00 0.03 0.04 0.05

AME: 0.41 0.40 0.10 0.58
STD: 0.65 0.61 0.15 0.90
RMSE:  0.65 0.61 0.16 0.91
Velocity: Fixed ME: -0.01 0.03 0.04 0.05
AME: 0.44 0.39 0.10 0.60
STD: 0.74 0.62 0.15 0.97
RMSE: 0.74 0.62 0.16 0.98

North  East Down  Norm
[m] [m] [m] [m]
Position: Calibrated ~ ME: -2.98 7.79 -0.47 8.35
AME: 3.96 7.94 0.67 8.90

STD: 6.94 10.36  0.74 12.49

RMSE:  7.55 1296  0.87 15.03
Position: Fixed ME: 1.36 8.20 -0.45 8.32
AME: 4.67 8.67 0.65 9.86

STD: 6.72 10.74  0.73 12.69

RMSE:  6.85 13.51 0.85 15.18

7 Conclusion

In this paper, the previously presented calibration algo-
rithm, which estimates the ground antenna orientation for
the phased array radio system (PARS), was integrated with
the inertial navigation system (INS) aided by multiple sensor
measurements. The extended aided-INS switched between
two modes to perform the calibration in the middle of a
flight whenever GNSS is available. In the first mode, the
calibration was performed using the position estimate from
GNSS-aided INS as reference. In the second mode, the PARS
and the barometer aided the horizontal and the vertical posi-
tion, respectively. As the vertical measurement of PARS was
noisy due to multipath noise, barometer measurement was
used as a replacement. To take the Earth’s curvature into

consideration, the PARS and the barometer measurements
were treated independently and the navigation equations
were propagated in the Earth Fixed Earth Centred (ECEF)
frame. The independent treatment of PARS and barometer
measurements, and the propagation in ECEF frame were also
beneficial to provide a common reference point and reference
frame among multiple PARS ground antennas. The proposed
algorithm was validated by performing offline calculations
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Fig.9 Error plots w.r.t the autopilot (attitude, velocity) and RTK-GNSS
(position) reference. The dotted lines are 3 sigma lines. Calibrated
mounting: 0s-1000s (mode 2), 1000s-1200s (mode 1), 1200s-2625s
(mode 2) with initial angles indicated in Egs. 68 and 69, Fixed approxi-
mate mounting: mode 2 only with initial angles indicated in Eq. 70 and
(1)
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Fig.9 continued

using the field test data including measurements from IMU,
GNSS, Pixhawk autopilot (with barometer) and two PARS
ground antennas with making GNSS available in the middle
of the flight for 200s. The results were verified by compar-
ing the navigation solutions with GNSS measurements and
Pixhawk autopilot solutions. The proposed algorithm suc-
cessfully estimated the mounting angles of two PARS ground
antennas in the middle of flight in 50s and the position esti-
mate significantly improved after the calibration. As a future
work, implementation of the proposed method in the onboard
embedded system to perform the real-time calculation in the
field is in the interest.
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Fig.9 continued

Appendix A Jacobian Matrices

The Jacobian matrices in discrete version of the error-state
system Eq. 27 are given as

033 I3 03x3 033 03x3 03x3m
0353 —ZS(G)fe) Vi Vace 03x3 03x3m
F— 033 03x3 Ag 0353 Agrs 0333
033 0353 03,3 —T,1 03,3 033,
033 0353 03,3 033 —T,. 053,
03%3  03mx3  03mx3 03mx3 03mx3 03mx3m

c R(15+3m)><(15+3m) (Al)
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0353 03x3 03x3 03x3 033,
—R;(q7) 03x3 033 03x3 03.3m
G— 0353 —1I3 03x3 03x3 03x3n
03,3 0353 I3 03 03x3m
03,3 03x3 033 I3 03,3,
0313 03mx3 037x3 03mx3 035053,
c R(15+3m)x(]2+3m) (Az)
where

N ~b
V= _Reh(q}e;)s(f?MU - bacc)

Vace = _Reb(q}ey)
b pb BT
Ag=-8 (wIMU - bars - Rebwfe)
Aars = _I3~

The process noise effecting the velocity, orientation and bias
: (o] LT T T T T \T

estimates error w = (€2acc» eﬁlrs, €y 1 Ep €sar - € Sam)

are modeled by white Gaussian processes. The total spectral

density is given as

Ve 0353 0353 0353 0353
0353 Oc  03x3 033 033p
Q=1 053 03x3 Ac 0353 033
033 03x3 03x3 L2 03534
03153 03mx3 03mx3 03mx3  Ce
e RUZHImMx(1243m) (A3
where
Ve=o02l1I; (m%s ] (A4)
Q. =d’I; [rad’s '] (A5)
Ac=op I3 (m2s7] (A6)
Q =o; I3 [rad®s ] (A7)
Cc=0liln [rad’s™'], (A8)
and the receive spectral densities are calculated
2 _ T
o, = Ele.(D)e, (D] (A9)

Appendix B Calibration Algorithm

The measurement model is formulated based on the follow-
ing relationship between the UAV position (p¢,), the ground
station position ( pirj) and UAV PARS position relative to

the ground radio ( p:j b):

pzb = pgrj + Rfﬂjanrjp:;b' (BlO)

Firstly, moving pgrj from RHS to LHS yields

Pep — pir_,' = Ren; Ry, P:j:lf (B11)

By multiplying both sides by R/,, and using Ry,
R, (I3 + SGa)),

R;rnj (pib - Per) = R;;rnj Renj anrjp;;h (B12)
= Ry, (I3 + SGa) p,

= Ruyr,p,), + Royr SGa) P, (B14)

(B13)

Swapping cross product between p:j ;, and da yields
T e e _k rj—i{ S rj 8”/
Renj Py perj - "j"jprjh njrj prjb a"j’
(B15)

and by moving the §a from the left to right side,

R}, (pgb - pﬁ,j) + i?njer (p:§b> Sa:ljj.
(B16)

~ ri
Jo—
an”jprjb -

Finally, by substituting p¢, = p, + 8 p¢,, the final equation
is formulated:

A rj ~
~—

———
yparSj &parsj- Hposj
+R,.,.S(p”,)sa’ (B17)
njrjd \Prjp ) 0%r;
~—————
Halib

Appendix C Numerical Values
Numerical values for the matrices @ and R, were set as

Oace = 47.85m s~

Oars = 5.35 x 1077 rad s%%
Opye =491 x 10 ms—2.5
Opy = 1.74 x 1077 rad 5713

Ocalib = Orad s*3,

where ocqlip 1S zero because the antennas are stationary, and

0, =15m Ognss,x = 0.2m
oy =2° Ognss,y = 0.2m

Obaro = 3M Ognss,z = 0.4m
Ot = Sm.
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The parameters for Eq. 56 were chosen to be

Py = 10040 Pa

Ty = 280.15K

R, =287.7Jkg 'K~!
K, =65x 107 Km™!
g0 = 9.807ms 2.

The numerical values for R;, K; and go were chosen from [16,
Ch. 6.2.1], and Py and Ty are based on the local temperature
and atmospheric pressure on the field test day.
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