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Intervju M21, 10.12.2018
Ok, can I ask you how old you are?
I: 21
21 ok, and, so you are not Norwegian?
I: no
How long ago did you come to Norway?
I:  ehm, 2 years ago
2 years ago
I:  2016
2016 ok, and eh, did you live in [Country, hereafter coded Country A] before that?
I: yeah
So you lived in [country A] all the way until you moved here
I: yeah
Ok, eeh, so you haven’t gone to school here in Norway?
I: Eh, I’ve been to like norskkurs
Norskkurs ja
I: But I was kicked out 
You were kicked out? What happened?
I:  I was selling drugs in class
Ok
I: And I got busted red-handed
Yeah, how long did you do that?
I: eh it was more like for, eh, how can I say this, to get like pocket money
Yeah, but sorry I meant the course
I: the course? I was about three to four months
Three to for months till you got kicked out, ok. Ok, so you said you did it just to get some pocket money, you say?
I: mmmm
Ok, ehm, so what happened after that?
I:  eh I got kicked out and I was eh just hanging around
Hanging around
I:  yeah
Did they report you to the police?
I: yeah
Ok?
I: I was eh, the police came that same day and picked me up from school
Yeah
I: yeah, and that is when my contact person told me I can’t go back there
Yeah
I: But I was arrested on that same day
On the same day you were arrested, ok, eh and what happened with the police then?
well mostly we just go to the police station and I stay there until the statement is done 
I: Yeah And then I am released
Then you were released
I: yeah
Ok
I: So I was probably, I was at the police station for five hours maybe, and then they let me go, after they finished writing down the statement
Ok, and did anything happened after that?
I: Yeah I was eh taken to court
Taken to court? Ok?
I:  mmm
And then?
I: I got a fine
You got a fine? 
I: mmm
Money, you had to pay money
I:  mmm
Ok, can I ask you how much did hey fine?
I: Yeah, 6500
6500, ok, can you pay that amount?
I:  Yeah yeah
Ok, and anything else that happened after that? Dit they send you to some other organisations, or…
I: No I was mostly in this organization called        , which deals with psychologic problems and drugproblems
Ok, it’s       ?
I:  yeah
ok
I: And they take me to a rehad called            , like a rehabilitation centre called              .
            ?
I:  Yeah I don’t know how to spell it
Ok,             .
I:  I think           knows about it, so you can ask him
Yeah
I: So I was there for a couple of months and then I was kicked out on a false pee-test
Yeah
I: Like they took a pee test and
Yeah because you had to be clean when you were there
I: mm, and then they found like 8 drugs in me
Mmm
I: And I got like really mad because I was like on my way to school and they were like oh you got to pack your things and you got to leave so I got mad and packed my things and went over to a friend and I got drugged (fnyser litt)
Ok
I: so, but like eh the saksbehandler at NAV she like took the case to court, and we took like a blood sample at the hospital and it was like clean so it we sued the rehab
Ok
I: And they were like, ok you can come back, no worries but then I had already drugged myself so the opportunity was kapush
Ok, so do you mean that when they tested you, it was positive, but you didn’t use drugs, you hadn’t used it?
I: mmm
Ok so you got kicked out because of it?
I:  mmm
Ok, and how was that for you?
I:  I was pissed because it was up to like seven months I had been there and I was pissed off, because first of all I didn’t want to be there, but I had to be there for some things to work, you know like going back to school or getting a job or something like that, or an apartment
Yeah
I: But then I got so pissed and I was like so well it has been for nothing so let’s go and have fun again and I went over to a friend and I got drunk
Yeah
I: I got druk myself again and it started over
Mmmm, yeah, but when they tested you they said they found a lot of different drugs?
I: mm, 8 drugs
8 different drugs
I: mmmm
That is a lot, is it normal to find that?
I:  Yeah if you are like a daily user like I was
Ok
I:  mmmm, like sometimes I would go for even a bloodtest and I would have up to 12 drugs tested in me
Oh wow, ok, so they you ehm, you went to court?
I: mmm
But then you already started using again
I:  yeah
And did you go back there?
I: No, I couldn’t go back
You couldn’t go back, even though they said they were wrong
I: mmm
Ok, and what happened when you went to court?
I: well we sued them and since I couldn’t go back it was all for nothing
Mmm
I:  I don’t know what happened with them but eh for me I just forget about them and just started living live again you know
Ok
I: from friends to friends and dealing again
Yeah, eh and is that how your life is now?
I:  No, now like I got an apartment, I got a girlfriend, and I haven’t done any kind of drugs in like a year or so
A year? 
I:  I can’t really count it because I stopped around last year, the end of last year
Mmm
I: so it probably has been like 12 months
What was it that made you stop?
I:  Well, it was one time I was in [place], I was staying there with another girl but she went out with her family to [another country] so I was in the house all alone with like two cats and a dog and I started rethinking things you know?
Mmm
I: And I was, I just thought I wasn’t going anywhere
Yeah
 I: Yeah and like I had fucked up a lot of shit here, my relationships with my girlfriend and my friends, I just had to stop
Yeah… Do you have your family here? Here in [City]?
I:  No
No family?
I: I just got like two little sisters but they live with a fosterfamily
Ok, eh so you were in this house in [place] and you were babysitting two kids? 
(I heard it wrong when he said cats)
I:  No I used to live there at that time, because I was with another girl but she was going to (Land) with her family for vacation
Yeah
I: So I was left there in the house
Ok so you were alone there in the house, just you
I: Yeah
And you were taking care of the dog
I:  And the cats yeah, so, day on day by I was all alone there and started thinking, all the shit I did in [city] it was kind of funny yes at that time, it, way to fun I had, I was like sleeping in hotels if I wanted to
Yeah
I:  I always had money in my pocket you know
Mmm
I:  But like, it wasn’t what I wanted
No
I: No. I guess it was for a while but then it became kind of uch I don’t want it no more
No, do you know why you didn’t want it no more? What was the reason for it?
I: Well basically at first, the reason why I had it at first, it was more like eh, how can I say this? It used to be very cool
Yeah
I: You know, that was like the main point of it, to be very very [emphasis added] cool
Mm
I: you know, and then I came to see, the people I was being cool at
Yeah
I:  Ain’t going nowhere, you know?
Yeah
I:  And I started feeling like I am going their way, like that kind of direction. But I started thinking off where I came from and all he struggles I’ve been through and compared to what I did here it was very different
Yeah
I:  yeah, and like, I had an epiphany, I just wanted to change my whole life all the way around you know
Mmm
I: Because eh all I used to do was sell drugs, steal from people, or 
Yeah
I: and drugs became really boring for me
Mmm
I:  mmm
So you don’t miss that
I:  no, not at all
Ok, mmm
I: Well if you do it for a very very long time drugs become so boring like there’s some drugs I have to take a large amount to like..
Get the effect?
I:  yeah, and it’s like, very expensive at the same time, on my budget. And if I want it to be not expensive I got to start doing like a lot of criminality shit, you know?
Yeah, you have to sell it, you have to steal?
I: Yeah go steal from other dealers or, yeah, so, I kinda really got bored of it
Yeah
I:  It’s had its adrenaline, its fun but, at that time you’re young you know? And I feel sorry for people that don’t realize that because you know, it like, it’s easy, you just start with a friend, you know, and it becomes your life and then you just get stuck inside there.
So, the friends from back then, they are still doing the same things?
I:  yeah
And you, you kind of took another road?
I: mmm
Ok, eh, and so that happened a year ago, you realized that. And what happened then?
I: Then I came from [place] and I like never talked to that girl ever again. And then when I came here I just met up with my old girlfriend and like said sorry and she wasn’t doing well too so we got back together. And I started fixing shit slowly by slowly, like I went and go fix my problems with NAV because Nav wasn’t going to help me anymore
No
I: Yeah, because I was, how can I say this. They like give you opportunities, you know chances, and when your chances are done you’re done, so I had to go there and they were like I am done you know. Because they were like, you got to go to rehab, you got to go to pissing and stuff like that. I’m like, drugs aren’t really like that, like if you just decide by yourself to stop you can stop, you know?
Mmmm
I: they wanted to, like take me to rehab up in the north or something like that and I was like NO, I just need an apartment if you just give me an apartment and I have somewhere to be stable then everything else is just gonna fix itself, or I’m gonna fix it. I don’t want to be taken to rehab, I don’t have issues I just do drugs because I wanna do it and if I don’t want to do it I will just not do it.
Yeah So that’s when I came here and I got just like a praksisjob here and I started keeping myself busy on a daily basis and that has helped quite a lot.
I: So you work here? Every day?
 yeah
In this building or do you go to the farm?
I: well sometimes I am here cooking, on Tuesdays and Thursdays I cook lunch, for the people who come here, and on Monday and Wednesday I am up at the farm.
Ok, mm
I: Well like some Tuesdays there is nobody here and I have to be at the farm and then come back at around twelve or one o clock.
Ok, so how did you manage to get this from NAV because you said that they say we are not giving you anymore chances, so what did you do to make them give you another chance?
I: Well I how can I say this first I fixed all my problems with the police because I had like 12-15 cases running against me and I still have some more pending cases  up to 7 of them so mostly  it was like, you get an apartment and then you just start showing now that you're really changed so I started doing jobs here started coming every day. so yeah because when I first came to Norway it was like I ditched my integration program and just went to the streets so there is a lot of stuff I had to go do with nob like integration and showing me how to do stuff  so I ditched all of that and I went straight to the streets because I had cash in my pockets.  And as I would say at that time I met the right group of people that I wanted to meet and I got carried away because that kind of life is really easy here at the same time it's a risk.
 yeah OK can you tell me a little bit about your life before you came to Norway and how did you end up here in Norway 
I: well me and my sister have been trying to get out of (country) for a very long time because it's always just been us three. My momma was, how can I say, a drug addict and an alcoholic, she was never there. So I've basically raised my sister since I was 9.
And your sisters are how old are they?
I: One is I think 17 in the other one is 9 
OK so from 9 years you lived in the house where your mother lived 
I: Yeah but I have an auntie in (land) who kind of supported us, so we moved a lot around in (country) from children homes to people’s homes to friends of my aunties homes
OK so  without your mother 
I: yeah she was never there well she used to come and then disappear she was there for a small amount of time and then she  disappeared. Like the last time I saw her  was when my little sister was born she came with her and just left her on the couch and just disappeared (laughing).
OK 
I: Yeah and that is the last time I saw her yeah  
And then you moved to all these different places in (country) and how you said you always wanted to get out there 
I: Yeah there are some organizations there that help refugees get like a green card or something so we basically wanted to go stay with her auntie but then we got denied. But then Norway accepted us  so we were like what the heck let's just get out of this shithole  yeah and then you move to Norway at the age of 19 no 18 OK and then everything was already, like you had your Opal still out as a yes 
OK so you could stay here and how does it work then? Just for me because I ..
I: Well when I came here the plan was for me and my sisters not to be separated and since I was 18 I was already in all adult and I couldn't stay with a foster family and that was kind of a problem because then we have to get separated you know but then at that time I was very naive and they gave me my own apartment I have never had my own apartment. And all the responsibilities I had were taken of me that's why I couldn't go crazy back in (country) or do the stuff I did so when I came here actually like I didn't hang with people the same age as me even now all my friends are kind of younger than me (laughing)
 OK
I: Yeah and like I just started becoming childish again you know and I like met young people and started doing drugs again and found out there's a lot of money in selling drugs here so I was doing that  
You said started doing drugs again did you started with that in (country)
I: Well I started with weed when I was 7, that's like the first thing I did 
OK 
I: and ever since yeah… 
and how did you come into contact with the weed 
I: everywhere it's everywhere and at that time I used to be on the streets so I had to smoke it or else it would be very hectic to me like I used to take coke and then go to work or something like that 'cause in the night time in the centre I can’t sleep I have to have like 2 jobs at night and in the daytime take care of my little sisters 
OK so you were using the drugs to be able to work as much as you did. When did you start  working? At what age? 
I: Well at around 4 or 6. 
When you were 4 years old?  
I: Yeah I did a lot of jobs.
 What kind of jobs? 
I: Well I've been like a bus conductor I've been a bus driver, I've played polo , I've been a jockey, I've been horse jumping, or horse jumping and polo was more like I would be rented out too rich people to ride their horses 'cause I was good at it and they would pay me, I was a stable boy old all the way up to             and             and I've sold scraps and metal that was like kind of my first jobs when I was a kid just going around collecting scrap some metal. And then I've worked in a lot of farms and with animals, and the last job I did to work with kennel kennels camels  like carry tourists  . 
And you were combining jobs? 
I: Like that. I was switching jobs like it was games 'cause at the time I was a kid you know and I did it just to put money on the table and for me it was also fun at the same time but then in certain periods of time my auntie would come and then she would put us maybe in a boarding school and that wouldn't go so well and we would end up back somewhere else and I would start doing it again and she would come again 'cause she just had moved there [Country B] and she didn't have the chance to  move out after like up to like 10 years because when you get your citizenship you are allowed to travel so for a period of 10 years she couldn't travel but she found ways to communicate with us or like sent us some money Interloc and tell us OK I send you this go there this person's gonna pick you up to this children home. So it was always unimol on the move always on the move yeah yeah always on the move and different kind of job. 
OK so that is kind of what happened and then you wanted to get out of there because you knew it would be better somewhere else? So you found this company or organization that would help you. 
I: Yes UN United Nations yeah. Basically its UNHCR for like refugees and stuff. Well in the organization UNHCR they have likeVarious different kind of organization it's not like everybody is given a green card depends on your story you know so. So since we were only kids and then there was no one to take care of us, they put us in the process to be wait to be called for Europe or America you know. 
OK so then you came here and then you said you got this apartment, you couldn't live with your sisters, they were living in the foster family but you couldn't live there because you were 18 so you got this apartment and you felt all this freedom. 
I: Yeah exactly (whispering).
 And then you thought now I am going to ... Do me! You know? Now I'm going to be me you know. I don't have responsibilities, I want to see what I want you know? I'm going to do what I want and at that time when I came here, people I hang with they, how can I say this, they took me as a very cool dude you know? Everything I say goes, or if I say don't go they don't go, you know? And everybody was like yeah! I was used to be called [Name] at that time because that's my second name you know? And like everybody was like [Name, Name, Name], you know? So it really got into my head, you know? And I was like OK I can do something here come on you know. But that was when I started doing to drugs and I like all for forgot all about the Kommune, because I thought that once I was here it is just me you know? And, I just went crazy (laughts a bit). 
You said a little bit before that found the people that you wanted to find? 
I: Yes. 
Can you tell me more about that what do you mean by that? 
I: The drug community. 
So you were looking for them? 
I: Yeah I was kind of having a hard time at first. 
When you came here? 
I: The first weeks yeah, I was, who, like seven serious throwbacks without drugs, like I was hallucinating a lot, like seeing a lot of shit, and I have to drink a lot of beer smoke a lot of cigarettes, because back in (country A) I would smoke a joint like a cigarette you know, so I was 24/7 being intoxicated. So when I came here the first week they were so hectic and I didn't know anybody and they didn't know the places nobody showed me. 
Nobody showed you? When you came here, and you got this apartment and then? 
I: I just lived around for like 2 weeks not knowing the place and then my foster family, actually the priest at this church, so I used to just show up at the church, 'cause I had nothing else to do, and then one time my sister had already made friends you know, through the family and stuff. So we were at McDonalds, and then one of the friends was like, don't hang out with those boys they are bad, they do drugs and shit you know, and I was like yeah I won't do that but in my head I was celebrating lie like yes I found them you know? And then the next day I saw the same dudes at the bus stop at place, turns out he was my neighbor, so we went home to me and he showed me hash, That was the first time I saw hash and I just started beating him immediately, like I started punching him and bam bam bam and he was like really afraid like why dude, so I just bam bam punched him, and I was like why are you fucking with me, you think I'm from (continent), I am really stupid, you are going to sell me a piece of rock, you know. And he was like no no, this is weed just compressed and stuff like that, you know? So I smelled it a little bit and it smelled a little bit like weed , so I was like OK, make it if I’ll get high I will pay you, if I don't get high my friend, you are in trouble you know? So he started rolling it and started putting cigarettes inside and I was already like starting to get fired up, so I went into the kitchen and I got this big metal thing you use to pick up the ?? , you know? And I put it on the table , coz I was ready to beat him like really bad, and so we started smoking and I got really baked (laughing), 'cause if it's been a long time and I was like, yo, very lucky. And we just became friends from then on. And then afterwards we became crimi ..., partners in crime, we got arrested, now like me and him are not allowed to be 100 meters close to each other. If the police sees us like that we’lll get arrested immediately. 
Do you still consider him a friend of yours now?
 I: Yeah. 
OK. 
I: Because both of us kind of changed, mostly not him but he is on the right track. So I'm just trying to get it a bit more clear for myself. 
So when you came here you got the apartment and then your sisters were living the family , so you had a little bit of contact with them?
I:  Yeah at first. 
In these first weeks? Everyday or ...?
I: Yeah mostly everyday. 
OK is it just because your sisters were there or did they also like, did anyone say to them that you have the job of introducing him to Norway, or? 
I: Mmmm nobody, well there was this immigration program and those people I was supposed to go meet on a daily basis. They showed me around and teach me you know? They have like this special integration program called INN. So I had like a saksbehandler there, the one I was supposed to see go every day and she showed me what to do and stuff like that. But when I met my friends I didn't really want to do that, I just wanted to know to come home from the streets and then I know the rest, 'cause I've always been a street kind of boy. I've always known how to live in the streets.
Yeah so this person this lady, you say, you met her the first weeks?
I: Yeah a couple of times, yeah, she showed me around, show me how to use my cards and stuff like that. 
Every day? 
I: Not everyday , no. 
How many times a week? 
I: Mostly like 2-4 times a week. 2 to 4 times. The most was like 4 times a week, and the least was 2 times a week I would see her. And then after I met my friends I just stopped seeing her, instead I would just go out and hang with my friends, and like steal cars and stuff like that. 
That was what you were looking for? And she would call you to make an appointment? 
I: Yeah, I lost my SIM card, up to today from like the first SIM card I had, and the police like got ahold of it, I've never had that SIM card ever again. 
Up to now. Did the police take it from you? 
I: Mostly they like tap into it, and then they can see your messages , your conversation, that's why I just stopped using the SIM card ever again.
OK so you came here with the idea, like I need to find the streets, the people from the streets? 
I: Not technically, it's more like I came here and, I just wanted to be me. Like, nobody would tell me what to do, like, how can I say this, I was like tired of being a grown up, that was basically it. So I just wanted to sit down and relax and enjoy myself, and that's what I did. And like, selling drugs was the easiest way to do that, money comes to you and is always there, and drugs  is always there so like, if I didn’t have the money But I was drugged up in my house, and I have like people around me, then I'm OK. 'cause I used to have up to 30 people in my house. 
30? 
I: 30 yeah, they are just like everywhere (laughing), on the couch on the balcony in the kitchen, where I have like this huge couch with the TV there, and there's like 20 people there, all sitting  on top of each other, I had the graffiti all over the house, and outside the house I had mattress, I never slept on it, I just put drugs inside there. I have been rated by SWAT, the Norwegian SWAT, up to 6 times in that apartment. and now it's like my second apartment, I got kicked out there in 2016 February or March. Ever since I've been a homeless dude, the whole of last year I was a homeless dude I just lived from friends to friends. So I have to like switch my life around basically. 'cause the drug thing doesn't really work here, like how can I say this, the kommune knows everything about, you know if you want to live here you got to live with the government, you know? If you have to get school it's through the government, if you have to get work it's through the government, if you have to ... Everything is through the government you know? And at that time that wasn't my thing, now, I don't know.
But was it different in [country A]? 
I: Yeah, in [country A] no one really cares about you, the government don't really care about you.
So did you know how much the government knows, how much you maybe need the government as well ? 
I: Yeah that's the thing, I never knew that. I thought just once I'm here, it's just me and me alone, but then it turned out not to be like that.
And now you know that, how do you feel about that? 
I: Well , now it's more like it's OK you know.
It's OK? 
I: Yeah at that time, it wasn't like it wasn't OK for me, it’s just I didn't want it. yeah I was like that's not for me, I'd rather go do my own thing, I don't want everyone to know what I'm doing, so I never had like much contact with like NAV, and stuff like school, I was, nobody knew about me. Yeah. 
And that's also what you were used to from [country A], that no one knew and no one cared? 
I: Yeah mostly I was like, I always lived alive where no one cares until you make them care, you know? So I thought it was the same here.
What do you mean, until you make them care? 
I: Until you tell them like I have a problem, that's when they be like , OK what's your problem? But otherwise, yeah, because its like [country A] is a big place, and in [country A]  you can make money in any kind of way. And the government doesn't have to be involved. You can just open a shop, but here you have to have papers, you have to have ID, you have to have that (sighes). Even to have a business street you have to go through a lot. (sighes). Yeah, 'cause like, even with the camel work itself, my job was just to go pick up a camel walk through the city and carry people you know? And my boss wanted maybe 2000/3000, but in the streets, I would make 50,000. Like in cash. No card. So the whole weekend I'm f***** ** laughing with my family. 
Here in Norway or?
I: No back in [country A]. So it was more like, week days we were not working and in the weekends we were really working , you know? So I have like this pocket is mine this pocket is for my boss , you know? once I filled up this pocket I am so done and I start filling up this one, you know? Coz I can fill this pocket in maybe like a few minutes you know Roma coz I carry people all the time, so I filled up 3000 here, and I start making ... I just can't stop working you know? I have like the whole day to do it, or if I'm tired I'll just go and pick up some street boys and ask them you want some work? You want to make like 100? OK do this for me. And they do it, I pay them, they go buy themselves some drugs and enjoy them and I go enjoy myself. 
OK, so if I hear this right, you haven't really lived in poverty?
I: I have, but I make my own money. 
You made your own money and that whent fine? 
I: Yeah, well it went to like drugs, and a lot of stuff, 'cause I was just young, you know? And my auntie and them, they have this big plans that we are going to get out of the country, you know. so I've always had it in my head then I'm going out of the country, so I got to do what I got to do in order to survive until I'm out of this country. 
Yeah. A little bit before You told me about that you have your house filled with people, is that important to you? To have people around you? 
I: At first yeah, 'cause when I came to Norway, I used to hate being in that apartment. I'm a people’s person, and these days I like being alone, I won't lie to you. But when I first came to Norway and didn't know anybody, you know. And back in (country a) I'm always somebody who likes to have people around them. Everybody likes me everybody's just, if I'm there they don't mind. I don't know why. Even people here that I'm rude to, like very mean to, they still like me and that really creeps me out. You know I'm like please treat me the way I treat you, you're making me ...  I'm not special or anything, If I treat you bad, please treat me bad you know? but they don't do that, it creeps me out so.
Do you know why? 
I: No they look at me as a figure or something you know, 'cause like, I used to like go in town and do whatever I wanted. You know this mall over here? you know the elevator? There is this jewellery shop there. There was just one time I walked in there and walked out with like 12 watches on my wrist and like chains all over my wrist. 
OK and did they know it? 
I: No they didn't know until I was out at the supermarket there, that's when the security started chasing me. Nobody knew I did it. 
OK Did they catch you, for it? 
I: Yeah after a very long while of running. 
And what happened then? 
I: they just called the cops and like the same thing they write a statement and I'm released. 
Did you ever have to do anything else then pay a fine?
I: Yeah, I was about to be taken to jail this year. Just like, mostly they just like pick up your cases, but put it until it like reaches a certain amount and then they be like OK it's enough will take you to court now. You know. 
About like all the things you have stolen?
I:  No like all the cases, every time you've been arrested. So sometimes they can make it 10 cases, and then they take you to court. But mostly you'll just be arrested the same day And the same day after a couple of hours you’re released you know? 
and what happens after that? 
I: I don't really know, because every time I got arrested I would be released, and I would hear about it maybe 3-4 months later, or a month later about the case. 
Yeah and what would you hear then?
I: Mostly they would like called me to interview me and ask me a few questions here and there,  and then this year I was taken to court, because I was caught with a large amount of hash. And they wanted me to go to jail for a period of 15- 30 days, but then I went to court and I was like OK this is a very wrong, very wrong, wrong time to go to jail, 'cause I've actually started picking myself up. Like I've started fixing things, I've gotten my practice job, you know, and NAV is willing to help me now , and they think I'm stable now I haven't done drugs in a couple of while, so the judge was like, pay the fine and you cannot be arrested for 2 years, so this year and next year I can't have any contact with the police. or else I'll just go to jail.
OK so you're on probation.
I: Yes parole.
OK so yeah they gather cases and do they like send you to like any organizations? do they say you know what we would like you to, I don't know, inform you about rehab? 
I: Yes sometimes the police … 
Can you tell me little bit about that ? 
I: Well the police most of them put you on like p****** , like pee tests. you're like oh I'm gonna change and stuff like that, or they might send you to rehab for something called paragraph 12. Where are you do your time in the rehabilitation center. It's not quite far out of town. The rehabilitationscenter           is actually its neighbor. 
OK but you haven't been to the other rehabilitation? 
I: No , no. Because in this 2/3 years they built up all the cases, but they have never gone to court until that time. Yeah well, they went to court a couple of times but all the time I got like a fine.  Yeah, but this year is when the police was like OK, you gotta go to jail. I went to court and I was like, I'm not going to jail. No. And also I don't want that in my records at all, 'cause like I want to open a restaurant here. 
You want to open a restaurant?
I:  Mmmm, a couple of branches actually. Yes, so like, I don't want to have any actual criminal records you know, that I've been to jail . 'Cause of this and this. If I have something like he used to do drugs, it's something like that, that is something I used to do. But if people here, you've been to jail or something, Then they look at you with 2 eyes, or like, yeah. And I don't like that . 
I have to take a look at my questions, to see if there is … Are you getting any education right now? 
I: no I am on the waiting list to go back to norskkurs. 
OK you're on a waiting list to go back, you're going back to the same place? 
I: Yeah for just a couple of months and I'll be taken to a Norwegian school. Yeah I just need to get my Norwegian in in line. 
And then when you're norwegian is there, you can go to a school? What kind of school do you want to go to?
I: I don't know yet that's the thing, 'cause I'm thinking of studying a little bit of business, and pastry, and, what's it, what else? Music. 'Cause me and my friends we are planning to open a studio , here. Ok, a music studio? Yeah.
So that is kind of what you want with the restaurant and you're thinking business and pastry because then you get ... But when you say restaurant do you mean you want to have a lunch room or? 
I: Well I want to have a big resort not just food you know, it's going to be a lot of entertainment. So it's going to be a completely huge restaurant. If I can just get a piece of land somewhere in the Woods, I don't want it to be in the main city, I want it to be in the woods, like a huge *** cabin. But it's just the restaurant with different various things to do.
yeah like what? 
I: Well we're going to have animals there, you know like for kids, and the conference room, it's just going to be huge. 
Horses probably, since you're good with horses. 
I: Yes. 
yes there is something I want to get a little bit more into. If you think about the group of friends you had, when you were still doing, like, living on the street. Can you tell me a little bit about the group, like what kind of friends. I don't need to know about individuals , but like how would you describe this group of friends?
I: Well, they're more like, how can I say this, hmmm, I have to describe them indidvidually you know. ‘Cause ther’s one, like the one I first met. He’s more like a brother to me, you know. 'cause we’ve been arrested together, he’s like my partner in crime. If I want to do something bad I have to go to him first. And then we discuss it and then we decide ok we’re gonna bang maybe this one, or that one. It’s more like a, how can I say, like a group of friends that you trust really much. And then there’s just this people that just wanna be around you. You know, but you have that special group of people that you trust. Only. You know. But in the drug community you really can’t trust anybody, honestly. *cause I used to have people who would steal from me. And I used to go steal from a lot of people you know. And that’s why people would like me so much, you know, ‘cause I came from [name of continent] with a fire inside of me and I was like, there’s a lot of people trying to be drugdealers here but they can’t do it, so I would just go into their house and steal a lot of weed from them and I’d still walk out. They would try to follow me, I would beat them up, you know. Or I’d just come to them like, of I wanna buy 500 grams from you, you got it? Ok meet me hereand there, I come up with a pistol in his head and I am taking this, what are you gonna do about it, nothing. I walk away. So my name kind of spread, and everybody wanted to be around me ‘cause I have everything around me, you know. And a lot of people were kind of scared by me … yeah… and a lot of people hate me up to today
What do you feel about this image? How do you feel about having an image like that?
I: Yeah, I want to get rid of it.
You want to get rid of it.
I: Yeah ‘cause like, at that time I thought it was cool, but now I am like, yeah so it was cool, so what, you know? Like, I am not going to be cool forever, somebody else is gonna come, younger than me, that is playing the game better than me, so I was like, I am done with the game.
How do you change this?
I: Well for me I just started working here on a daily basis you know. I just had something to keep me occupied, ‘cause I was never occupied. And when you’re not occupied you’re going to take one joint and that joint becomes boring so you take a pill and that pill becomes boring and that is just how it continues you know. By the time you knew it you stopped going to work, you stopped going to school, you start hanging out and then you have various places you meet every day, and that gets boring and that’s when you decide, ah I’m bored let’s go steal this let’s go steal that, and after that you get arrested and then the police know. Like, I have a best friend, he is from asia, we were being harassed by the police on a daily basis, here in town. They just see us, they stop us and they go and search us. That and I got mad at that , you know me in my saksbehandler and the uteseksjonen, They helped us sue the cops. Because of that. 
So they continued doing that after you made this big change? And then you felt harassed by it.
I: Yes . And a lot of people looked at me very different .
And when you say a lot of people who do you mean? 
I: When I walk her a lot of people stare at me, and honestly I don't like it. Especially like old people you know. And most of them, like when they stare at you a lot I will either wave at them or I would come and ask you why are you staring at me? Do I have something in my face or something? And a lot of , especially old people, find that weird. And I'm like you are rude, why are you staring at me? You know? So I feel very different here, and that kind of made me want to be different. And like, even the parents to my girlfriend don't like me. They don't like you. Even the foster family , I didn't tell you that I don't like me (laughing). 
Like from your sister? 
I: Yes I have a restriction order on my sisters. 
OK? You can still meet them? 
I: Mostly like, I talk to my sister when I bump into her, but I can't go and visit them and stuff like that. why? Why don't I like you? 
Cause I do drugs and I'm a criminal (sighing) As they say. Yeah. And that's also like … if you do drugs you are the son of the devil or something like that, you know? I'm just trying to have some fun you know? Your way of having fun is to go dance in the church or something and you do that, nobody is stopping you, but they never liked me doing drugs or stuff like that, no. And like it was the same thing when I tried to look for certain jobs, like NAV would send me to certain places , And they would think the same thing because that's why I got stuck here 'cause, I like the way name treated me, and he treats all of us. He knew we all did drugs, you know, but he , at that time he would be like oh you got to stop , but we wouldn't listen, you know like yeah yeah we're gonna stop, you know. But he would still allow us to come here, just be in the club, he would take us through like skiing trips, you know. And I just got stuck here and I didn't want to work anywhere else. oh  
But you went to other job interviews?
I: Yes
And then they didn’t want you?
I: Mostly you feel like, you are kinda not wanted there, you know?
Can you tell me a little bit more about, how do you feel that?
I: First of all I couldn’t speak Norwegian, and everybody was like I can’t speak English, and then I go away. Because at first it was very hard being in the drug community, because everybody just wanted to be around me, you know. But scince I can’t speak Norwegian, they started acting like, oh I won’t talk to you because I can’t speak English. And most of them, they can speak English but they are so shy, they are afraid someone is going to laugh at them, or something like that you know? So I used to like, exclude myself, you know, like even at work, if I didn’t feel.. if it didn’t work out, I would just don’t go back.
When you had like a regular job?
I: Yeah, so now I do various kinds of jobs you know, to keep occupied. But then I would just stay for a couple of days and just feel the energy around me and if it wasn’t good then I would just disappear. Yeah. And at times I really enjoyed selling drugs ‘cause it was easy, and it was a lot of money. I would sleep in hotels, after I didn’t have an apartment anymore, you know. ‘Cause I didn’t have an apartment and no place to stay it was really good ‘cause I would just get an hotelroom, get a couple of girls inside there, mostly I would even have the girls there to have company, you know, and then I would drug myself and black out, ‘cause I don’t like sleeping without. So I would like always have people around.
So if you look at the help you have gotten, like from NAV and such, what was the most important thing that one of these organisations can do for you or could have done for you.
I: Hmm that’s a tricky question. (silence) I really don’t know. About that. What they could do for me or what they could have done for me. (long silence)
Ehm, maybe when you look at what they have done for you, what do you say, like that was really good!?
I: Well in uteseksjonen, they have helped me a lot with communicating with NAV. And up to today I have people there that helped me communicate with NAV a lot. Yeah, And Dag too.
So kind of helping you finding your way here?
I: Yeah, ‘cause I never liked going to NAV, or like discussing with them. ‘cause’ this one time I was there and scince I couldn’t speak Norwegian they discussed.. We were sitting round a table, I was seated on this end, and everybody was sitting, there were like 7 people there, all representatives from different groups, you know? And they just spoke and spoke and spoke, for an hour and a half, and then later they turned around to me and they asked me; what do you think about it, you know? I I was like, I got pissed, I was like: you all are stupid, you know? You know that I don’t speak Norwegian, but then, you finally decided that, you know my life is gonna go left or right and then you ask me if I agree or not, you know, and everybody looked at me weird, but I was like, that is what is going on here.  You have decided my life is gonna go this way  and you just want me to put a signature there so it will go this was, you know? And I just stormed out of the office, you know I was like fuck you all. (angry)
Mmm, you did not feel included?
I: Yeah, you know
Because of the language?
I: No, because I never understood what was going on with NAV, you know. They thought I was stupid or just going with it you know.
But was is because of language?
I: At that time, it was ‘cause yeah I felt like, I got into the meeting, I said hi to everybody, and they just started talking to each other, in Norwegian. And they were asking various questions and then I would just sit there, and then.. but later in the meeting, you know they asked me like: what do you think about the meeting? And I was like: what do I think about the meeting? You all are stupid! I don’t know what happened in this meeting, but you all decided what is gonna go on with my life and I just need to say yes or no. So I said no and I left. I got mad you know, about how they treated me. And I was like OK fuck that.
Mm, so the communication is important for you?
I: Mhm (aff)
And including you in the process 
I: Mhm (aff)
So saying: We are going to decide this together ..
I: Yeah
… Instead off: we are all saying things and you can say a couple of things and then we decide
I: Mhm ‘cause there were all these various organisations, and one was saying rehab is good for him and another said no deportation is good for him.. they were all putting it into..
Deportation?
I: Yeah, that’s eh, that’s something that can happen if you’re.. ,I’m not really good.. persevere?
That’s also a risk for you?
I: Yeah
Ok How is that for you? To hear that?
I: It’s not really scary or something, if it happens, you know for me, if it happens it happens. You know I live on a day to day life. You know back when I was on drugs, it was today. I won’t think about tomorrow, I wouldn’t hink about the next month, just today. But then, that had to really change, I had to change my way of life, totally. It just wasn’t working out.
And now? You said when you were having this day to day life, you said it didn’t really matter when they talked about deportation, but now you tell me you are getting your life together, right?
I: Mhm
How do you feel about that threat now?
I: You gotta understand that now I do care about everything that is going on, but then I didn’t care. I had no fucks to give about anyone or anything.
And what is it that makes that now you care?
I: …, You know it is more like now I want a better life. Or like a peaceful life. At that time, it was very hectic you know, but now it is more like, everything is organised. You know, I am an organized man, I have a nice job, maybe in the future I’m gonna have a family, and that’s the place for me. I’ve had my fun, I’ve had everything, I’m so done with the street life now.
Mhm, ok. Just to go a little bit back to like, we talked about what was really important, right? Ehm, can you give me an example of an organization or something that helped you really well, lik YES, they gave me what I needed.
I: Uteseksjonen
Yeah, you said that, they helped you with NAV and such.
I: Basically it was uteseksjonen that helped me with everything you know. They helped me learn about all the bills I had to pay, from the various appartments. You know, I was basically.. I lived you know. For me I have, how can I say this. I have in my life the people on the streets and I have the government, you know. Those two don’t combine at all, so I used to just be on the streets and I didn’t know what is going on with my financial problems, with such kind of stuff I never really cared about. I was more like; ok let me go have fun. But then I went a bit more, how do I say this, I had to change my way of living, totally, you know. So uteseksjonen really helped me with it, you know. Fixing my problems at NAV, fixing problems with the police, and they helped me out a lot.
Was it uteseksjonen you contacted when you were in the house in [place] and you decides I am going to change my live?
I: No, I actually came from [place] and actually started changing myself first, you know, dumping the old friends, and eh getting my girlsfriend back, and then I went to uteseksjonen and I was like, OK, acyually I do need your help some various places where you can help me, you know
Did you go there yourself? Or did you have to meet them anyway.
I: At first we used to meet this collegue, who works there, she’s called M and S. So we used to just meet them on the streets, that was basically their job. They would come meet us in the streets, have a chat with us, you know. And then this M and S became like really good people to me and my best friend. So they got to know us first, so we would go eat lunch with them maybe at some times, and they would like, meet us in the streets and they were like: oh you guys want to joins us paintballing or something like that. They found a way to gain our trust at first you know. Because at first we used to like see them, me and my friend, and we thought they were like informants to the police or something. Like ‘uteseksjonen!’ and they are dealing with youths. It was kind of like: who are you people? What do you really want? You know? So we had to be extra carefull about what we tell them, you know. But then we came to find out they just want to help us, so I was like, ok, I need the help here and here and there and there. And they were like; Ok I’ll se what I can do, you know?
So you feel you can trust them?
I: Yeah
What has made that you feel like you can trust them?
I: MM, lots of communication. And like eh, I feel like I can be open with them and they wouldn’t judge me at all. Or like I can tell them anything, you know. I feel like now, you now, for me it’s really hard to gain my trust, you have to … like they would take us out to, eat lunch at very fancy hotels and restaurants that we would never have thought of, or like they took us paintballing, to the cinema, you know. First it was my friend who got helped, because he had like this issue with the police too, and he had a case he had to deal with. So when the uteseksjonen helped him with that, and I was like, ok I need some help here and here too, I want to get my life straight. And here’s my problem, here and her, and they were like yeah we can do that. And ever simnce they have just been helping me you know. Like, to get my apartment, they helped me go talk to NAV, get my case back up running, yeah, they are helping a lot.
Ok
I: Basically they communicate on behalf of me, to the government 'c ause I'm not really good at talking to people like NAV.
Butdo you feel you are learning now? 
I: Yeah, they show me to do various stuff that I was supposed to be showm in my integration, like how to pay me house rent, and what I have to do to get the money for the house rent from NAV, you know, and yeah, they helped me a lot. ‘cause like, for me I don’t even have, I lost my ID for.. and I don’t have a passport now. But they helped me get it, like they go to the police and they say this one needs this and that, and now they are helping me get like a bank card, yeah, so they have really helped me  a lot. And I also like their boss, C, like she’s really kind and sweet. Yeah. And you know like M she’s from Jamaica and like, my whole childhood I have dreamed about being a Rastafari, and she was from Jamaica and she was like really easy, like ok I trust you if I have a problem, you know.
But how did you get in contact with the boss then? C? 
I: Well she knows everything about all the people that are going there, you know. And she, I don’t know she found me very interesting and all I’ve done since I came to Norway you know. Cause even NAV says they have never had an utlending like me who came here to change his life you know, but instead of going upwards from where he came from, he just dropped, you know, that was me. I just came here and I sssssss went down.
So she found you interesting
I: Yeah, and they have like been helping me ever since. So If I get like a mail with a problem, I have to go to them, and I go ok I got this and we have a problem here and then they go and check on it and tell me what is going on.
You just go to her office? 
I: Mhm, I call her. You have to call because there are various people that are just assigned to me, that’s M en S, and maybe they’re at work now, or maybe not. So I have to contact them and they say, Ok you can drop by the office now, or we meet up on Wednesday or something like that. And sometimes they have to like join me to meetings and stuff like that because I cant speak for myself. Yeah they help me through that way too..
Ok cool. So now, you want to open your restaurant, and the future. How, are you going to get there?
I: Well honestly I don’t know yet. But I just need to get myself back and running again first. Like get a stabile job at first, I don’t know it it’s like a cleaning job or something, I don’t really mind you know.  And then I get done paying my bills. And then that’s when my aunty wants to step in and help me.
Ok, so you still have contact with your auntie? 
I: Yeah
And she said when you got your stuff in order she is going to help you?
I: Yeah
How?
I: Like in what I want to do, like if it’s opening a restaurant she’s eh gonna be my partner or yeah, help me financially or stuff like that.
Will she come and visit you?
I: Yeah, cause everybody at the moment is like ok what if like he has a relapse, he goes back to where he was you know, even me that’s what I’m afraid of. You never know what might happen ‘cause last time I got kicked out of rehab and I got so mad, the first thing I would think about was just dope so… I never know what might happen. 
And who do you think is going to help you in this process, ‘cause you said you auntie is going to help you, but who else?
I: Mmm, Probably me friends. ‘cause I have some friends who want to open a restaurant too, like a chain of restaurants.
Is it the friends from the group you were hanging with? Like the one
I: Yeah but like some of us have changed, you know? We used to hang together and then we just came up and were like ok we gotta grow up, you know? This thing is for the gangsters, lets just leave it there
So is it these friends that also want a different future, that you want to start your restaurant with? Or also some of the ones that are still on the same path?
I: Well, they are like, they still do drugs but they are like, their life is table, yeah. Not everybody actually, I know like some dudes that have like four kids, and two of them are in like NTNU, and the other ones are in high school, and he’s got like*****, like these big cars, and he does a lot of drugs and he’s very successful. So like, for me like drugs is more like something of a choice, it’s something I want to do, you know. And that’s what I tell most of my friends, it’s a choice, you don’t really need it in your life, you know?
But if you see someone like him, that is like really successful, but also …
I: Yeah, that’s like a motivation
But also uses drugs, would that be an option for you?
I: No, no for me I can’t do that. Cause if, I mean drugs, honestly I can do anything, yeah, for me it’s more like I just have to stop. Like I’ve been smoking for like 15 years now, and like I’ve been doing drugs for about 12 to 13 years, you know. And it became very boring and exhausting you know, all this sniffing and the hangovers, and is is VERY expensive, you know? Unless you go stealing, or you get the jackpot, you are in a lot of trouble you know , cause like.
So even though you make less money with a regular job, if you’re without drugs you’ll maybe have a better and more stable life then all the money from the dealing, but also using drugs
I: It wouldn’t be stable, it would always be an up an down thing, you know. And in this case, I’ve always told myself I want to be there for my kids, you know. And like if you do drugs you’re never gonna be there for your kids ever. Either you are gonna end up in jail for eight to seven years. That’s, your baby has been seven years old, you know. And that’s mostly my life when I was a kid, so, that’s really something that I don’t want you know, and that pushed me away from the drugs.
I understand
I: If I get an opportunity I will take it, you know, but even if it’s through drugs I will make sure as much as I can I don’t get stuck there you know. 
Ok so you would still consider it if you feel like this is a way to get to my goal? To kind of take it
I: Yeah, I will grab it and go to my goal. 
You feel strong enough to..
I: At the moment, yeah
Ok Which organisations do you feel can help you, like if you look at on your way
I: Well I don’t know a lot of organisations
But the ones that you do know. Will you be having contact with Uteseksjonen and 22B
I: Yeah, a lot. I like 22B and uteseksjonen a lot, so If they’re gonna a be a connection for the rest of my life, you know, I might even start working at uteseksjonen. I would love that, you know, like just go and tell kids you know, drugs, it is just a choice, you don’t need it. Ok, you can seff take a puff and tomorrow you decide not to. You know. I would do that.
So you can even think like getting a job there?
I: Yeah, even if I don’t get paid but I’m helping some kids, why not you know. But like other organisations like ??? I stopped talking to them, ‘ cause I don’t have psychological problems, I don’t need rehab, you know. No.
Do you think that’s the same for everyone?
I: No, people are very different. I have a girlfriend who’s like, how can I say this *********** And I am just trying to help her not to get so, like she don’t need it. ‘Cause people are very different. I might be strong but there are like people that are not strong enough to say no. Or like deal with the ??? so good.
So, if I understand it right you are still surrounded by drugs, but you manage to..
I: Yeah, you know like for me, I can’t just like, I am going to take myself out of the drug community and then I’m will like forget about everybody. These are the people that are like you will meet on a daily basis, you know. But the thing you have to cut off is the habits of what you used to do, you know like hanging out with people, just sitting idle and doing nothing, that are the sort of things you cut off, you know. Or like, you might have the friends, but you’re like I won’t hang out with you now, you’re still my friend but its some shit I got to do, I don’t have time for you. It’s my time now, so yeah, they’re still there, I still know them, I still meet them on a daily basis, you know. Some of them I go to parties with on a weekend, you know, but for me I’m  not a party dude, I don’t like partying at all, well basically here in Norway it’s very boring, I don’t like the parties here. So like, I do know them, yeah, some of them even come here to shoot up hey, but you know, we have like everything in order, I, like I know my place and they know their place and when I say enough is enough, they know when to stop, you know.
OK, last question; What advise would you give yourself from the person you are now, to the pesron you were when you came to Norway?
I: Mostly I would say to myself that I would rather be a lonely Lion than a, how can I say this, eh, a lonely Lion than a following sheep. You know, ‘cause I don’t want to be a follower, I want to be a leader, you know. And even if that means to be alone, I will do that. You know. 
So that’s the advice you would give yourself?
I: Yeah cause in the drugs community a lot of the people are followers but not leaders, yeah, ‘cause they all follow the drugs, not leading the drugs.
That's a nice saying, is that from [country A]
I: No it more like, I love Lions very much, you know. And if you see a cub is from its mum, its always alone. Until it conquers a pride, you know? It goes and beat up the male of the pride, and it becomes the male of the pride, you know. So it’s always a leader, it’s never a follower. Even if it’s lonely, even if it’s occupied. I am always gonna be a leader. Even if I am not going to be  a president or something but where I stand I am not a follower, hell no.
Ok
I: ‘cause if you are a follower you can follow people into the ditch you know. I can say, pigs, you know If the leader will fall off a cliff they will all go down the cliff you know, every one of them. And experience is the best teacher in life. Cause we have a saying in [language A] if a child cries for a needle, you don’t say no. Cause if she’ll be like, give me the needle you know. You don’t say no, you give it to her and she’ll poke herself and then she’ll know the needle is bad. But if you keep on saying no, no, then one day she’ll might do something worse with it, you know, like go try running with it and stick it into the eye. So you’d rather give it to them and they’ll know it is bad, you know. And is you keep on telling them; No, it’s bad for you! They want it even more, that’s the thing here with the drug ting, you know the police are keeping it, you know they’re saying it’s illegal you know, that bringa more money, more money you know. And more people want and more money, you know. The more it’s illegal the more people want it, you know. And eh like, it’s a lot of young people doing it, because young people think illegal things is fun for them, but when it’s not illegal anymore people get so used to it they don’t want it anymore. ‘cause like it illegal, and then it costs more, then everybody wants more money, everybody want more drug, and then the quality becomes even better, ‘cause it got to be smuggled in so its got to be kept in a good quality, good quantity. Yeah cause I won’t lie to you if you are a drug dealer you can make up to 10 000 in an hour, and that is when you’ve just been sitting at home smoking and the money comes to you. That’s the thing, ‘cause like in [city part] itself you can have up to a 150 people smoking, and if you connect [places] and all the people who smoke there, and a gram costs 200 so yeah you make a lot of money. 
Hash you mean now?
I: Yeah in Trondheim drugs is a lot of money and the quality and the quantity is very small. A tiny thing for a lot of money. Even if like I decide things aren’t going so good for me you know, I can be like, Yo, give me a kilo and I’ll flip it, you know. And they expect the money by the end of the day, or the end of the month you know, but I’ve actually made the money, and I’ve flipped the money, like I’ve made more for me. So I don’t have to go borrow but I go back to him and say I am buying from you now. So give me that one kilo and by the end of the day that one kilo is just mine, so the money I make out of it is mine. The one I will flip and the one that actually is supposed to be there, you know that I was supposed to pay the other dude. That’s all mine. And that’s when you actually go crazy like with like power and money, you just exploded it. You start telling people like; hey if you go you go steal me a car so I can go somewhere I’ll give you 10k. And somebody will go steal a car and brng it to you, and you just drive it where you want to go you know. It was fun.
I see you still get a bit exited about it when you tell about it
I: Yeah, cause it was like crazy man, I don’t even know how I’m still…. I would have died a long time ago, I’ve been stabbed, I’ve been shot at, and me smiling is like; god damn nigga, you still alive. It’s more like eh, I’m like, it was fun, It’s more like, oh [name] man, you made it.
You feel like you made it
I: Yeah, that’s why you see me smile, ‘cause I feel like made it out of there. ‘cause I used to do a lot of drugs, and, you see me sitting here, talking to you. It wouldn’t happen last year, or the year before. No, because like, I would be very drugged up. I started coming here a long long time ago, and just hanging around here ‘cause I didn’t had anything to do. So I just come, you know that would be fun, I would come here, maybe he would know, maybe he wouldn’t know, I would me drugged and just sit here. Maybe sitt on the PC, play playstation. And then later I’d go do something. But he was like, ok instead of you sitting here, let’s do some work, you know. And that’s when I was like. At first it was like ok [Name] you can’t really do anything, you can’t go to work on a daily basis, you can’t be a normal person you know, as they say, you know. In the drug community they call people who are like, go to work and do stuff normal people do, you know. At that time I’d be like, I can’t be normal, I ‘m not normal, you know. I am very different from other people, but eh, when I stopped doing drugs I noticed I’m not really different. I can still wake up at seven o clock, and go to work, and still come back in the evening. Yeah, it was more like, I had to accept the change, yeah, for it to happen. If you don't accept it then it won’t really happen. ‘Cause you seewhen it doesn’t work for people it’s because they are not accepting it, you know. They’ll just be like, ok I’m gonna go to rehab, because she said, because a certain organisation said that I have to go there, you know. They don’t want to, actually, they just gonna…
They don’t choose it themselves?
I: No, they don’t want it so they are like oh, I’m being forced to sit here, oh fuck rehab, you know. Tha’s why I said no to rehab, you know. ‘cauce I know I just don’t really need it to change. And at that time when they took me there I didn’t want to change and that’s why I got so mad being at rehab, or I’d  just run away and go more drugs, you know. At that time, All I just wanted is the drugs, I didn’t want to change.
Now I think about it, how did you deal with the physical aspect of stopping with the drugs? Did you build down?
I: Yeah, at first when I stopped doing drugs, I had like a lot of physical issues, like my bowels were hurting on a daily basis, I would sweat a lot, and my weight had gone really down you know. But thanks to my girlfriend everything was really OK you know.
She took care of you at that time?
I: Yeah, I had to sneak into her place at night so I could sleep there, and in the daytime I had to get out early before the parents and I’d come to work, you know? That’s how actually my life changed. 
Ok so you were already here when you started to stop drugs and you were like sleeping there and working here during the day, going trough the physical aspect.
I: Yeah, it is more like if you keep yourself busy you don’t actually have time to go do the drugs, and then, by time and time you actually do forget that you supposed to be doing drugs, you know. And things change, and then you have places to be, stuff to do, you have to be at job, after job you have to go to work, so you don’t really have time to go do the drugs. I tell you this, at the time you say ok I want top have the time to go do drugs then you stop going to work and you start doing this, you know. ‘cause if I was to do amfetamine yesterday I would be awake until now. So that means today I’m not going to work, and that means tomorrow I won’t go to work, and then on Wednesday I decide to go to work, but waking up would be a problem ‘cause then I would wake up, and the next minute I was like oh no you have to go to work, I’m like hell no. That’s how it changes. It’s all about what you do, how you do it, and always be occupied to not do drugs, trust me. And once you taste it and you like it, it’s a problem. ‘Cause a lot of people have tried it even around me and they didn’t like it, you know and I was like, OK if you don’t like it you just sit there, if you don’t wanna smoke with me you don’t have to. That’s what most people think like, well that’s with heroin, heroin is like that. But with other drugs its more like, you will take it and then you will decide if you take it again or not, and that’s when it will affect you. But heroin it will affect you the first minute you do it. 
Did you try that?
I: Yeah like three years ago, so it was a very bad period of my life, you know. Yeah that was the worst drug that I ever did.
But you didn’t continue
I: Yeah I HAD to stop, I had to. It is like the worst, that and opium.
Now I am going to turn off the recorder.
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