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Søknad om tildeling av SO-stilling fra NTNU Bærekraft i 2018
Fyll inn i alle felter i tabellene nedenfor, og send inn søknaden til koordinator Stig Larssæther (stig.larssather@ntnu.no) med frist 20.03.2018.  


	Tittel på søknaden

	Everyday life as service


	Type SO-stilling
	Kryss av nedenfor for stillingstypen det søkes

	· PhD 3 årig
· Postdoc 2 årig
	PhD 3 årig

	Hovedveileder
	Fyll inn nedenfor

	· Navn
· Institutt
	Thomas Berker
Institutt for tverrfaglige kulturstudier

	Biveiledere
	Fyll inn nedenfor

	· Navn
· Institutt
	Inger Andresen
Institutt for arkitektur og teknologi

	· Navn
· Institutt
	Ida Nilstad Pettersen
Institutt for design

	Utlysningstekst for stillingen
	Kryss av nedenfor som bekreftelse

	· Ja, utlysningstekst er utarbeidet og vedlagt
	X

	Underskrift hovedveileder
	Sett inn signatur

	

	

	Underskrift instituttleder
	Sett inn signatur 

	

	



	Hovedmålet med SO-stillingen (3-4 linjer)

	Focusing on the household as consumption junction, the PhD project proposed here examines critically the potential of central elements of the so-called performance economy (reuse, repair, leasing, service, sharing) to advance sustainable practices in everyday life.

	Kort sammendrag av SO-stillingens forskningsinnhold (10-12 linjer)

	What happens when we own fewer and more durable goods and satisfy our needs mainly through services provided by and shared with others? Will we live a more meaningful life with more time for things and people that really matter while consuming fewer resources? This is the central promise of the performance economy, which claims that such a departure from industrial production and consumption can not only provide more meaningful lives but also produce sustainable growth. In the project proposed here these claims are tested through experiments with
· extensive reuse, repair, and reconditioning,
· leasing instead of buying,
· service consumption instead of frequent acquisition of consumer goods, and
· [bookmark: _GoBack]sharing instead of owning.
These experiments are conducted on the household level with basic everyday activities as research foci (food, mobility, comfort, cleanliness, work, and leisure). The research investigates qualitatively meanings, skills, and tools involved complemented by an analysis of household expenses and stipulated resource consumption.



	Bakgrunnen for søknaden (max 1 side)
Gjør kort rede for hvordan SO-stillingen bidrar til ny kunnskap innenfor det området stillingen blir en del av. Vis hvordan dette bidrar til å utvikle den internasjonale forskningsfronten. Forklar kort hvorfor prosjektet er viktig innenfor område A, B, C eller D i NTNU Bærekraft sin strategi, hvordan det bidrar til tverrfaglige koblinger, og hvordan det vil fremme kunnskap om miljømessig/sterk bærekraft.

	In recent years, the so-called circular economy has emerged as main contender to the dominant paradigm of industrial growth. Within discourses referring to a circular future, Walter Stahel’s performance economy (2010) inhabits a special place as it refers to a number of powerful ongoing societal trends - such as critique of consumer society, the diffusion of ICT-based sharing services and the general growth of the service sector - and bundles them into a vision of a more sustainable future that promises growth and quality of life for everyone.
Stahel’s grand vision starts with a simple thought experiment: what if goods would last as long as possible, well maintained, repaired and if necessary reconditioned to new uses? Where would economic growth come from and how can current standards of life be preserved? His answer is that value creation in a performance economy would come from services related to these goods, either directly by selling services that extend the good’s life span or indirectly by selling the services that make private ownership of the goods obsolete. From this starting point he develops the idea of a new kind of economic system, which is based on deriving value from care, instead from the exploitation of resources which dominates in industrial societies. Innovative and attractive as this vision may be, Stahel himself remains well within a traditional narrative when it comes to describing how his performance economy can be achieved. Based on a large number of examples, he argues that scientific and technological progress combined with legislation and bottom up pressure will together bring about radical changes. He completely ignores powerful trends where exactly the same actors collude to stabilize and extend the life of the industrial growth machine. After all, the history of the last 30 years is full of examples where previously durable consumer goods have become throwaway commodities (e.g. consumer electronics, clothes and furniture), making fortunes for their producers.
In Stahel’s favour, however, and explaining his recent rise in popularity, there exists a sufficient number of societal trends towards a performance economy that enable us to experience and experiment with performance economy already today. Particularly post-industrial cities, i.e. cities that house little industrial production within their limits and score high on the various scales for smartness (smart governance, smart economy, high social and human capital, high quality of life and preservation of natural resources, see http://www.smart-cities.eu/city.php) are sites with ideal conditions for the performance economy: they have a high density of potential consumers of services and sharing solutions while striving for a green and environmental image. Trondheim is one of these cities, combining high environmental goals on the municipal level with a highly skilled population and a large number of research institutions that are devoted to produce innovative solutions to the big sustainability challenges of our time.
The research proposed here uses Trondheim as a living laboratory for experiments in living a life which would be the new normal in a performance economy. Based on the basic unit of the household, it explores the meanings, skills and practical consequences of owning as few and as durable items as possible while consuming as many services and sharing as much as possible. The research strategy is mainly qualitative but is complemented by quantitative assessments of economic and environmental performance of “everyday life as a service”
The project addresses research area D (Transition towards smart sustainable cities and built environment) through direct experimentation with innovative solutions perfectly fitting to smart cities. But the project is at least as much contributing to area B (sustainable production and consumption systems) by investigating alternative modes of coupling production and consumption.




	Teoretisk bakgrunn/ramme, eventuelle hypoteser og forskningsspørsmål (ca ½ side)
Beskriv kort dette etter beste skjønn.

	True to its original formulation, the performance economy, now together with related concepts often subsumed under the label “product-service systems” (Mont 2004) has mainly been studied for its economic and environmental potentials and barriers. The concern for viable business models is at the heart of Stahel’s work to convince his now rapidly growing audiences that the industrial mode of production and consumption can be overcome. Beyond being consumers of services, the motivations, understandings and practices of individuals and households have so far received very little attention despite their central role in a transition as comprehensive as envisioned proponents of circular alternatives to the present. Consumers at large are deeply invested in industrial product systems, enjoying what was once seen as luxury items at low price points enabled by industrial mass production.
As Mylan et al. (2016) argue, it is crucial to understand the dynamics of consumption in everyday life if the goal is to assess and evaluate the potential of circular alternatives. This dynamics plays out in the sphere of the household, which is a central economic unit in every economy, as well as an important locale of reproduction and identity in everyday life (Morley 2000). Moreover, as consumption junction (Schwartz Cowan 1987), households are where the most important societal systems of provision meet and can be studied in their mutual interdependence.
There exists a rich body of theories and methods useful for the study of everyday practices, their stability but also their change. The so-called domestication approach has shown that the adoption of new services and technologies in households depends on it being meaningful (symbolic level), useful (practical level) and comprehensible (congnitive level) for heir potential beneficiaries to actually unfold an impact on their lives (Silverstone and Haddon 1996; Berker et al. 2005). Similarly, the new wave of practice theory spearheaded by Shove and her collaborators has proposed that stability and change of practices depends on relations between material conditions, symbolic meaning and skills (Shove, Pantzar, and Watson 2012).
In the research proposed here, these theoretical tools will be used to advance our understanding of which skills, knowledge, meanings and tools are associated to an everyday life in a performance economy.



	Metode (ca ½ side)
Beskriv det metodiske grunnlaget for prosjektet, inkl. datagrunnlag, kildemateriale og innsamling og analyse av data.

	At the core of the proposed PhD project is the experimentation with 5-8 households, which commit for period of 2-3 months to an experimental protocol created in the first phase of the PhD work. This protocol will be based on a mapping of available service and sharing alternatives to existing ways of performing everyday life tasks in Trondheim. The overarching goal of the protocol is to describe an everyday life which resembles as close as possible the everyday life in a performance economy. The transition is facilitated by optionally providing the household the opportunity to move into the ZEB living lab at Gløshaugen, a centrally located detached one-family home, which is equipped with the bare minimum necessary to conduct everyday life.
The main objects of study are determined by their importance for the performance of everyday life as well as for resource consumption on the societal scale: food, mobility, comfort, cleanliness, work, and leisure.
Before the experiment, during and after, the test subjects keep a diary of their daily activities and expenses and are subject of semi-structured, in-depth interviews in regular intervals covering meanings, skills, and tools involved in their old and new daily lives. The qualitative research is complemented by measurements of the domestic energy use, an analysis of the daily expenses but also on a stipulation of environmental impact associated with the services consumed (ex-post, based on the diary).
The analysis will be based on a comparison of the groups but also on comparisons between the everyday life lived before, during and after the experiment.




	Samarbeid eksternt (Inntil ½ side)
Beskriv hvordan arbeidet tenkes utført i samarbeid med eksterne partnere, herunder forslag til evt. forskningsopphold utenlands.

	The main international partner for this research project is the University of Natural Resources and Life Science, Vienna, Austria, through its recently started research project “Urban pop-up housing environments and their potential as local innovation systems” (2017-2020), led by PIs Marion Huber-Humer and Michael Ornetzeder and funded by the Vienna Science and Technology Fund. The project, which among others provides funding for three PhD students, investigates the potential of urban living labs in the form of temporary housing as places for sustainable innovation. A mutual PhD student exchange has been agreed upon in case this application will get funded.



	Supplerende finansiering (Inntil ½ side)
Angi supplerende finansiering og egeninnsats, inkl. hvordan dekke spesielle driftskostnader knyttet til SO-stillingens arbeid.

	The project will be embedded in a broad array of ongoing activities, which will contribute directly and indirectly with in-kind support:
· To support the PhD student during the experiments, in 2020 the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies of Culture through its strategic research funds and the ZEN centre through its cross-cutting end user research funding will contribute together NOK 70.000 (pending the acceptance of the work plan by the ZEN board) to fund a research assistant and equipment needed for the experiment at the ZEB living lab.
· With their wider thematic scope, the series of experiments proposed in this application are ideal complements to the FME ZEN centre’s activities which are more directly connected to CO2 emissions, buildings and energy systems. The project will be supported by the ZEN centre through its main supervisor who is working with end-user research in the centre (Thomas Berker), through a postdoc, who is organising the centre’s living labs (Ruth Woods) and through one of two co-supervisors who is leading WP6 (Pilots and living labs), Inger Andresen. An added value for the ZEN centre is the selection of the ZEB living lab at Gløshaugen as possible test site, which is the main object of research for ZEN PhD student Kristian Skeie who is interested in measuring energy, CO2 emissions and indoor environment with as many different test groups living in the building as possible.
· The second central group to which the prospective candidate of this application will be connected is the WP “Users” in the Marie Curie ITN “Circular European Economy” led by NTNUs Department of Design. Particularly, the recently announced PhD position “Everyday life in circular futures” (18/7891) which investigates expectations and images of the role of citizens in circular everyday life will profit greatly from the experimental approach proposed here and vice versa. The active collaboration with this group is secured by the involvement of the other co-supervisor Ida Nilstad Pettersen.
· The PhD student’s main work place will be at the Department of Interdisciplinary Studies of Culture (KULT, participating in the research group CEEC), which has a long track record of research on household consumption in everyday life and has recently been evaluated as world-leading in this field (see Humanioraevaluering). Of the ongoing research projects at the department the project “Sharing neighbourhoods” (funded by RCN through the BYFORSK initiative and led by Sintef ICT, see https://www.sintef.no/en/projects/sharing-neighbourhoods/) is most relevant for this application. The recently hired postdoc Deniz Akin who has her work place at KULT is studying digital sharing platforms as mediators of social cohesion and sustainability and will collaborate with the prospective PhD candidate.
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