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Sunrise

The Trondheimsfjord, on the west coast of Norway, is situated between 63 ° 
40’N, 09 ° 45’E at the seaward sill and 64 ° 45’N, 11 30’E at the innermost end of 
the fjord. It is the third-longest fjord in Norway, about 140 km, but only the 
seventh deepest. The deepest part is 617 m below sea level. 
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The fjord has three basins. The outer basin with a surface area of 746 km 2 is 
bounded by a threshold at a depth of 195 m at Agdenes-Brettingsnes and a 
threshold of about 40 to 100 m depth near the island of Tautra. The mean depth 
is 212 m with the maximum depth 617 m. The middle basin starting at Tautra 
has a surface area of 441 km 2. It meets the third basin in Skarnsundet, a 
narrow 1 km long sound with a sill depth of about 130 m. The mean depth of the 
middle basin is 130 m and the maximum depth 440 m. The inner basin, the 
Beitstadfjord, has a surface area of 233 km 2. It has a mean depth of 86 m and a 
maximum depth of 270 m. 
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 Skarsundbroa (Skarsund bridge) 

Six large rivers discharge fresh water into the fjord. The rivers are spread along 
the eastern side of the fjord, bringing fresh water to the inner part of the fjord 
before it is transported along the western side of the fjord. The tides in the fjord 
are semidiurnal with an average tidal range of 1.8 m. 

The fjord was first sampled by Bishop J.E. Gunnerus in the 1760s. He 
concentrated much of his interest on the soft and stony corals that are widely 
distributed in the fjord. The reverents A.M. Norman and W. Storm sampled the 
fjord intensively between 1870 and 1900. Later O. Nordgård, Hj. Broch, and C. 
Dons together with many foreign guest researchers continued to collect 
information about the fjord up to 1945. In recent years the staff of the Trondhjem 
Biological Station have sampled the fjord using the research vessel, R/V ”Harry 
Borthen I” (See Til opplysning 7). 

This bibliography concentrates on floristic and faunistic publications but some of 
the works also cover hydrography, water exchange, plankton, pollution, among 
other things. The bibliography is unfortunately not complete concerning so-called 
”grey” literature (notes and reports delivered to private or official institutions in 
connection with dissemination activities). Such information may be difficult to get 
hold of. Also experimental research done in the field or in the laboratory is not 
thoroughly treated. 

The bibliography is mainly based on 1) a non-published card file made for the 
series of monographs ”Marine Invertebrates of Scandinavia” which cover all 
published works on marine invertebrates in Scandinavia from 1758 to 1955 (this 
will be published elsewhere). 2) Bibilography of marine biological publications 
from the counties of Trøndelag and Møre and Romsdal 1763-1977 (Nissen 
1977). 3) The references given in the book ”Trondheimsfjorden” (Sakshaug & 
Sneli 2000). 

Most of these publications can be borrowed from NTNU Library, Trondheim 
either by contacting Gunnerus Library (tel. + 47 73592205, fax.: 
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+ 47 73592199, email: gunbib@ub.ntnu.no) or by loan through BIBSYS (www.
bibsys.no). Reprints of some of the publications can be obtained by inquiry to 
Trondhjem Biological Station ( tel.: + 47 73591580, fax.: + 47 73591597) while 
up-to-date publications may be obtained from the publisher or the author. 

List of abbreviations

Bergens Museums Skr. : Bergen Museums Skrifter 

Bull NGU : Bulletin Norges Geologiske Undersøkelser 

Geophys. Astrophys. Fluid Dynamics : Geophysical and Astrophysical Fluid 
Dynamics 

J. Exp. Mar. Biol. Ecol.: Journal of Marine Biology and Ecology 

K. norske Vidensk. Selsk. Forh. : Kongelige norske Videnskabers Selskab 
Forhandlinger 

K. norske Vidensk. Selsk. Skr. : Kongelige norske Videnskabers Selskab Skrifter 

K. norske Vidensk. Selsk. Mus. Miscnea : Kongelige norske Videnskabers 
Selskab Museet, Miscellanea. 
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Videnskabers Selskab Museet. Rapport Zoologisk serie 

K. svenska vetenskAkad. Handlingar : Kungliga svenska Vetenskaps-
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Jon-Arne Sneli er førsteamanuensis ved Institutt for Naturhistorie, Trondhjem biologiske stasjon. Han 
har vært ansatt ved Vitenkapsmuseet siden april 1970 og har i flere perioder vært instituttstyrer ved 
TBS. Han har også sittet i Fellesbibliotekets styre i 12 år hvorav ett år som styrets leder. Sneli har 
skrevet en rekke artikler om faunaen i Trondsheimsfjorden og fjordens hydrografi. Sammen med 
professor Egil Sakshaug redigerte han boka "Trondheimsfjorden" (2000). De senere år har han 
konsentrert sin forskning til Norskehavet og Arktis: Færøene, Island, Jan Mayen og Svalbard. Her har 
han særlig vært interessert i molluskenes forekomst og utbredelse.
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