














ABSTRACT

Flatberg, K.I. 1986. Taxonomy, morphovariation, distribution
and ecology of the Sphagnum imbricatum complex with main refe-
rence to Norway. Gunneria 54: 1-1181.

The study deals with the Sphagnum imbricatum complex
in Norway. Two taxa are distinguished at the subspecies level,
viz. §. imbricatum Hornsch. ex Russ. ssp. austinii (Sull.)
Flatb. and ssp. affine (Ren. & Card.) Flatb. Their taxonomical
interrelationships are reviewed, and the Norwegian distributions
are mapped. A survey of the most common plant communities
occupied by the two taxa is presented, and the local and regional
distributions are discussed in relation to habitat preference
and environmental factors.

Morphovariational trends are studied with the aid of
herbarium, mixed-stand and morphogradient material, and by
transplantation and cultivation experiments. Sexual leaf dimor-
phism is demonstrated in ssp. affine. Comments are included on
the palaeoecological history of S. imbricatum in Europe.

Kjell Ivar Flatberg, Department of Botany, University of
Trondheim. N-7055, Dragvoll, Norway.
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