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of Science, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, USA. He received his Ph.D. (1973) in the 

History of Science from Harvard University. Since 1970 he has taught at the University of 

Pennsylvania, where he helped to found the Department of the History and Sociology of Science. 

He has won the Lindback Award for Distinguished Teaching, has held the Bers Chair in Social 

Science, and has been a Mellon Fellow at the Aspen Institute of Humanistic Studies. Adams 's 

teaching and research have covered the general history of Western science, the history of biology, 

Russian science, science and politics, and the history of science fiction. As an historian of biology, 

he has published widely on genetics, population genetics, evolutionary theory, morphology, 

Darwinism, eugenics, medical genetics, and the nature-nurture controversy. He is also a leading 

authority on Soviet science, has worked in the Russian archives, and actively collaborates with a 

number of younger Russian scholars. His publications include The Wellborn Science: Eugenics in 

Germany, France, Brazil, and Russia (Oxford, 1990), and The Evolution of Theodosius 

Dobzhansky (Princeton, 1994). Professor Adams is currently engaged on three projects: a study of 

Soviet science during the Khrushchev era; an analysis of the science and politics of human heredity 

in the USSR; and a history of 20th-century biological futurism in science and literature. 
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