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Forord

Denne oppgaven er en masteroppgave skrevet i forbindelse med et 5 arig studium
i kybernetikk og robotikk ved Norges Teknisk-Naturvitenskaplige Universitet
(NTNU). Oppgaven er skrevet varen 2019 og danner det avsluttende arbeidet
i studiet, og innenfor spesialiseringa autonome systemer.

Oppgaven er skrevet i samarbeid med Scout Drone Inspection, et oppstartsfirma
fra NTNU, som spesialiserer seg innen autonome droner for innendgrs inspeksjon
av industrianlegg. Arbeidet gjort i denne oppgaven er ikke direkte knyttet til det
Scout DI jobber med, men de har av interesse & se mulighetene Time of flight
kamera kan ha for innendgrs navigering og kartlegging. Til tross for dette sa
har det i stor grad veert selvstendig arbeid uavhengig av Scout DI. Det Scout DI
og NTNU bidratt med er de ngdvendige sensorene brukt i denne oppgaven og i
prosjektoppgaven hgsten 2018. Dr. Kristian Klausen (CTO ved Scout DI) har
ogsa veert tilgjenglig som radgiver, og har gitt generelle rad om hvilken retning
oppgaven burde ta, og hvordan jeg burde ga frem.

Denne oppgaven har gitt meg mulighet til & ta et enda dypere dykk inn i data-
synverdenen, ett av fagomradene innenfor kybernetikken som jeg finner sveert
spennende. Jeg har ogsa blitt bedre kjent med ROS som verktgy i arbeidet med
a utvikle programvare til autonome systemer.

Jeg vil takke hovedveilederen min Tor Arne Johansen, samt koveileder Kristan
Klausen for & veere talmodige og stgttende nar det dukket opp utfordringer un-
derveis. Jeg vil ogsa takke Ascend NTNU og alle de ressursene som jeg hadde
tilgjengelig der.



Abstract

This master thesis examines the use of time of flight(ToF) camera as a visual
sensor for problems such as localization, mapping, collision avoidance and other
relevant computer vision tasks. The thesis starts by introducing the concept of
time of flight, and aims to provide a good understanding of the behavior of the
camera. Then we shed some light on traditional computer vision and SLAM with
the use of ToF. The thesis mainly looks at the use of indirect SLAM, and is tested
with ORB SLAM.

A mobile robot is designed for testing a holistic system. The electronic compo-
nents and sensors are discussed as well as their role for the robot and the system
as a whole. Furthermore, a simple simulated model is also made in the gazebo,
where both robot and camera are simulated and tested.

The system as a whole is discussed, and we discuss how the various modules in
the software work and how they work together. The main focus has been on the
use of ORB SLAM with ToF camera, but we also look at collision avoidance and
tracking of a predefined pattern in the image. Finally a set of tests is carried out
on the various systems implemented, and a discussion of these.

The conclusion is that the time of flight camera is a worthy sensor for the use
of navigation and collision avoidance, given some prerequisites. The camera has
some limitations in terms of range and performance, and it is influenced by the
environment and the features in it. If certain requirements are met it seems that
time of flight cameras are a good alternative as an active visual sensor.
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Sammendrag

Denne masteroppgaven ser pa bruken av time of flight(ToF) kamera som en visuell
sensor til problematikk som lokalisering, kartlegging, kollisjonsunngéelse og andre
aktulle datasynsoppgaver. Den starter med en introduksjon til konseptet time of
flight, og har som mal & gi en god forstaelse av virkematen til kameraet. Videre
sa settes dette i lys av tradisjonell datasyn og SLAM. Oppgaven ser i hovedsak
pa bruken av indirekte SLAM, og er testet med ORB SLAM.

En mobil robot blir konstruert for testing av et helverdig system. De elektroniske
komponentene og sensorene blir diskutert, og hvilken rolle de har for roboten og
systemet som helhet. Videre blir det ogsa laget en enkel simulert model i gazebo,
hvor bade robot og kamera blir simulert og testet.

Systemet som helhet blir diskutert, og vi ser pa hvordan de ulike modulene i
programvaren fungerer og hvordan de virker sammen. Hovedfokuset har vaert pa
bruken av ORB SLAM og ToF kamera, men vi ser ogsa pa kollisjonsunngaelse og
sporing i bildet. Til slutt sa ser vi pa testene gjennomfgrt pa de ulike systemene
som er blitt implementert, samt diskuterer disse.

Konklusjonen er at time of flight kamera er en verdig sensor til bruk av navigering
og kollisjonsunngaelse, gitt noen forutsetninger. Kameraet har noen begrensinger
med tanke pa rekkevidde og ytelsen er preget av hvordan miljget rundt er opp-
bygget. Dersom visse krav er oppylt sa virker det som time of flight er et godt
alternativ som en aktiv visuell sensors.

111



Contents

2 Background theory|

2.1  Time of flight principle|. . . . . . .. ... .. ... o000,

[2.1.1 ToF pulse modulation| . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...

[2.1.2  Continuous wave (CW) modulation| . . ... ... ... ..

[2.4  Visual simultaneous localization and mapping/ . . . . . . .. .. ..

2.4.1 ORB-SLAM]|.

[3 Hardware specification|

v

10

10

11

12

13

14

16

16

21



23

24

24

25

26

3.4 Other components| . . .. .. ... ... ... ... ......... 27
[3.4.1 L298N Dual H Bridge| . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 27
[3.4.2  Universal Battery eliminator circuit (UBEC)[ . . . . . . .. 27

3.5  Connection and power| . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. 28
4__Simulationl 29
4.1  Robotic operating system (ROS)| . . . . ... ... ... ... ... 29
4.2 The simulation environment Gazebol . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. 32
4.3 Simulated robotl. . . . . ... o o 33
[4.3.1  Building the robot modell . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. 33
[4.3.2 Simulated sensorl . . . . .. ... 34
4.3.3  Controlling the robot| . . . . . ... ... ... ....... 35
4.3.4  Path tollowing controll . . . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 36

44 Simulated worldl . . .. ..o oo 37
[6 System implementation| 39
b.1  System overview| . . . . . . . . ... 39
B2 Driversl. . . . . . ... 39
521 MPUG05QA . . . . . . . . 40
h22 PWMmotor] .. ... ... ... ... 41
b23 FEncoderl . . . ... .o 42

b.3  Control system| . . . . . . . .. . o 42
B3I _Modell . . . ... ... 42



[6 System testing|

6.1 ORB-5LAM

[7.2.1 Improve pose estimation| . . . . . . . ... ... ... ....

[7.2.2  Other SLAM algorithms| . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ...

(7.2.3  Adapt SLAM to ToKF|. . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ....

[7.2.4  Preprocess the ToF IR image|] . . . . .. ... .. ... ...

VI

51

o1

o1

52

53

54

55

95

55

56

56

56

56

57

o7

o7

o7

60



[A Setting up ORB SLAM|

VII

61



Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Problem formulation

The purpose of this thesis is to examine whether time of flight cameras is an
ideal alternative as a visual depth sensor by constructing a mobile robot, use the
visual data from the camera as the primary source for localization of the robot,
mapping of the environment and obstacle detection. The scope of this text can
be summarized in the following keypoints:

e Describe the principles of the depth camera, and the specification of the
chosen sensor

e Build a simulated environment for a ground robot and test SLAM in this
environment

e Design and construct a moving ground robot for experimental trails
e Demonstrate navigation in an unknown environment with the sensor

e Develop a system for obstacle avoidance and tracking.

1.2 Motivation

Even though time of flight cameras isn’t a new invention, smaller more lightweight
low power cameras has become available in the recent years, which could be ideal
for mobile robots where weight and space is an issue that has to be considered.
Given that this kind of sensors are able to decently localize and map the envi-
ronment it could be a good alternative sensor.

Time of flight cameras are active sensors which make them able to work inde-
pendently of ambient light, and they should have an advantage over standard
cameras in enclosed and poorly lit environments.



This thesis is a continuation of the author’s fall project where the goal was to
argue whether ToF cameras could be used as a visual sensor for localization and
mapping by comparing the performance with the performance of a active IR
projecting stereo camera, and is discussed in some more detail in section



1.3 Structure of thesis

Chapter 1

Chapter 1 forms the basis for the thesis by introducing the goal and motivation
behind the project.

Chapter 2

In this chapter the reader is brought up to speed on the basic theory making
the foundation of this thesis. Primarily it about the working principle of time of
flight (ToF) cameras, computer vision in general and how it all fit together.

Chapter 3

This chapter contain an overview of the hardware used to construct the robot used
in this project, along with some specifications and how the different components
are connected and working together.

Chapter 4

A short introduction of the simulation environment gazebo is given, as well as
the configuration of gazebo to simulate a robot in a simple environment with a
depth camera.

Chapter 5

In chapter 5 the different software implementation on the robot is presented, the
working principles and the communication flow between the different nodes in
the software. The different parts of the software can be divided into motor and
sensor control, motor controller, SLAM, obstacle detection and avoidance and
target tracking.

Chapter 6

In this chapter the results of the implementations in simulator and on the robot
is presented. This include ORB SLAM, obstacle avoidance and tracking.

Chapter 7

In the final chapter the results of the testing is discussed. Then further work is
discussed based upon the results and possible improvements. The chapter ends
with a short final conclusion.



Chapter 2

Background theory

In the following sections the background theory making the grounds for this thesis
will be presented, with focus on the Time of flight sensor, and how it fits into the
overall theory and thesis. In section the working principle of time of flight
cameras is presented. Section presents some basic computer vision principles
used in this project, and finally in section VSLAM is discussed.

2.1 Time of flight principle

Time of flight (ToF) cameras are active sensors, that is, it uses light in the
infrared spectrum to illuminate the environment, making it independent of the
amount of ambient light in the environment. The main principle is to project
the infrared light onto the scene and calculate the time it takes for the light to
return, hence the name ”time of flight”. Time of flight systems use primarily
two kinds of systems, either pulse modulation or continuous wave modulation.
In this project continuous wave modulation is used, but a short introduction to
pulse modulation will also be included.[1].

ALY
:O'_ ambient
) ) (N light

Figure 2.1: Basic principle of ToF cameras, [I]



2.1.1 ToF pulse modulation

Pulse modulation ToF systems solves the problem of finding the time of flight
with the most obvious solution, i.e. send out a single pulse of IR-light and
measure the time it takes to return. There are in general two methods to achieve
this; one could start use a fast counter which is stopped when the first returning
light is measured or by integrating photoelectric energy from the reflected light.
Since the speed of light is ~ 0.3 meters per nanosecond, the former case is highly
dependent on really fast hardware if a high resolution depth is to be estimated.
Thus the arrival time has to be detected very precisely, where just a small offset
will have a major impact on the depth measurement. These kind of components
are usually very expensive so the cheaper method is usually used, by integrating
the photoelectric charge from the reflected light. [I][2].

Integration Time

| Light Source
| Reflection

. c1
m “

Figure 2.2: Pulse modulation, [I]

The method of integrating the photoelectric charge is as following. A single pulse
of IR-light is sent out into the environment with a duration of At. The returning
light is sampled in every pixel of the camera in parallel, by the use of two out of
phase windows C7 and C5 as seen in fig. Both of the windows has a time
duration of At. The depth in every pixel is then calculated by eq. where Q)1
and Qs is the accumulated photoelectric charge in each of the respective windows.

1 Q2

d= ECAtm (2.1)

2.1.2 Continuous wave (CW) modulation

As with the pulse modulation in the previous subsection continuous wave modu-
lation make the use of the accumulated photoelectric change in different windows.
In continuous wave modulation the method to find the depth in the environment
is by measuring the phase shift of a modulated infrared signal. This signal is
typically a sinusoid or a square wave. The infrared light is modulated accord-
ing to eq where Ap is the maximal amplitude of the signal and f,,,q is the



modulation frequency. The signal strength is between [0, Ag][2].

Sp(t) = Ap(1 + sin(27 finodt)) (2.2)

The reflected signal is given by eq where A¢ is the phase shift and the
signal Bp is the interference from the ambient light in the infrared spectrum. By
setting B = Br + Ag and A = AR we get the simplified eq. A is called the
amplitude of the signal and B is the offset.

Sr(t) = Ar(1 + sin(27 froat + A®)) + Br (2.3a)
Sr(t) = Asin(27 feat + A@)) + B (2.3b)

The next step is to to estimated the variables A, B and A¢ from equation [2.30]
This is done by sampling the signal of the reflected modulated in four windows.
Each of the windows is out of phase by 90 degrees as shown in the table below.

Time Samples of Sp

t=20 Qo = SH(1)

t= @ Q1 = Sk(t)

t= 4f’§bod Q2 = Sl%b(t)

= Ifp0q Qs = S?:g(t)
) Integration Time X

Light Source
Reflection

Figure 2.3: Wave modulation measurement principle, describing the windows and
the integration time, [I]

The estimated variables A, B, AAd) are then found by minimizing the square error
between the measured charge in each window, and the value of S g , N €10,3] for



each of the different windows given by eq.

3
¢) = argmina B As Z(Qn - Asin(gn + A¢) + B)? (2.4)

n=0

~

(A, B,A

The solution is then given by the following three equations [2]:

V(Qo — Q2)> + (Q1 — Q3)?

A= 5 (2.5a)
B Q0+Q11Q2+Q3 (2.5b)
A = arctan2(Qo — Q2,Q1 — Q3) (2.5¢)

Now that the estimated variables A, f?, AAgb is written as a function of the accu-
mulated photoelectric charges Qq, @1, Q2 and @3, the distance can in each pixel
can be found by equation [2.6] where c is the speed of light.

C ~

d=——N¢ 2.6)
4r fmod (
The output of the ToF camera is two or three pictures, where the pixel values
is based upon the estimated variables A, B,d. In most cases only the intensity
image and depth image are used, based upon A and d respectively.

(a) Depth image (b) IR intensity image

Figure 2.4: Example of the depth and IR image from the Pico Flexx

According to [I] the depth measurement variance can be approximated by the
Gaussian where ¢4 is the modulation contrast which describe the sensors
ability to collect and separate the photoelectric charges.

o c vVA+ B
4\/§7T fmod caA

(2.7)

As seen above in this and the previous subsection the continuous wave modulation
and pulse modulation work by the same principle by measuring the accumulated



photoelectric charge from the incoming IR-light, then why use the more complex
continuous wave modulation? The answer is quite clear when we look at the
equations of the two. The pulse modulation will be directly effected by a constant
effect from ambient light, while the CW modulation is immune to this effect. This
is made clear by equations where a constant g. photoelectic effect from ambient
light is added.

1 Q2+ ¢ 1 Q2

A¢ = arctan2((Qo + qc) — (Q2 + 4c), (@1 + ¢c) — (@3 + ¢c)) (2.9a)
= arctan2(Qo — Q2, Q1 — Q3) (2.9b)

As seen in equation the distance estimate is affected by the constant g. while
the CW modulation sum out to zero in equation[2.9] where the phase is calculated.
Since the distance estimate is the product of constants and the phase, eq.
ambient light have a reduced effect on the CW modulation depth estimate.

While the ambient light don’t have an effect on the phase estimate, it has an
effect on the repeatability of the measurement, as seen in equation which is
a function of A and B. A is unaffected by g. but B is not, and an increase in the
ambient light will increase the variance of the depth measurement.

It is in our interest to minimize the variance of the depth measurement. The
variables that has a direct effect on this is A, B, ¢4 and f,,0q- The key takeaway
is a small value of B, minimize ambient light, large values of A, ¢4 and fi0q. A
is saturated by the light source of the ToF camera, a stronger light source could
increase A.Cy is limited by the hardware and f,,q is limited by aliasing. Since
the phase wraps around every 27, i.e sin(t) = sin(t + 2m), the distance will have
an aliasing distance, called the ambiguity distance. This ambiguity distance is
given by eq. This is also the maximum distance the ToF cameras are able
to measure. If the maximal measurement is to be increased, the modulation fre-
quency has to be decreased, which will increase the variance of the measurements

.

C

Aamp =
o 2fmod

(2.10)

To improve the depth estimate and reduce noise a common technique is to av-
erage the photoelectric charge in each window over several periods, called the
integration time, and use these averages to calculate A, B , Aﬁ. While this reduce
the amount of noise in the measurements, it has some side effects that must be
considered. First of all, since the photoelectric charge is averaged over a given
interval, usually between j1,100; milliseconds, the camera may move during the
integration time. This may result in motion blur. Another side effect is the
case of saturation, which happens when received quantity of IR-light exceeds the
maximum capability of the hardware. The effect of saturation is mostly visible in



the case of high external infrared illumination, like from the sun, or from highly
reflective surfaces. [2].

2.2 Earlier work

In an earlier project, fall of 2018 [3], a comparison between time of flight camera
and active stereo camera was conducted. The purpose of the project was to argue
whether time of flight cameras were an ideal sensor to the use of SLAM and
obstacle avoidance, the scope if this paper. A series of small test was conducted
to test the performance of the Pico Flexx ToF camera against the Intel D435
stereo camera.

The general findings were that the performance was somewhat similar between
the two cameras, where the Intel D434 stereo camera had some longer range, while
the accuracy was within 1%-2% of the distance to the object for both cameras,
i.e. at distance of 2 meters the measurement would be within 4+ 2 - 4 centimeters
of the actual distance.

Another finding was the range of the time of flight camera was highly dependent
on the background and how reflective that and of the objects in the pictures
were. As seen in the table below the maximal range is more than halved if the
background is dark and little reflective. The different modes will be discussed
further in section [3.3.2l However it is not a surprise that the range is reduced
when less IR-light return to the sensor, but it is important to keep in mind during
the test scenarios.

Mode | Max range, reflective background | Max range, dark background
1 6.9 meters 2.9 meters

2 5.5 meters 2.2 meters

3 4.5 meters 1.75 meters

4 3.5 meters 1.5 meters

) 2.4 meters 1.2 meters

6 2.3 meters 1.0 meters

As seen in fig the amount of salt and pepper noise increase as the distance
from the object reaches the maximal distance of the sensor. The reason for this is
the amount of the returning light in the pixel is below a threshold to give reliable
depth estimates.
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Figure 2.5: Significant increase in invalid measurements when the camera is close
to its maximum range[3]

2.3 Basis of computer vision

The following subsection introduce the various computer vision algorithms and
principles used in this project. The primary focus will be on camera model,
intrinsic and extrinsic camera parameters, calibration of camera, key point and
feature detection and last but not least, VSLAM.

2.3.1 Camera model

A camera model is a description of the mapping between the world (3D) to the
image (2D). There are many different camera models and which one to choose
depend a lot on the camera in question. For many purposes and for the uses in
this thesis the pinhole camera model should be sufficient.

.'-'—"'_FF'-H_' | |

image

plane

pinhole virimal

image

Figure 2.6: Illustration of the pin hole model, [4]

As seen in fig. the pinhole model is based on that the light from the motive
out in the world only passes through a tiny little hole in the camera. In this case
a point in the world will only project to a single point in the image plane, which
is a feature we want.

A common method is to set a virtual image in front of the pinhole instead of

10



using the image in the image plane, which is upside down. Given the use of the
virtual image, we can use a simple mathematical mapping between this image an
the world described by eq. where X, is the point in the world frame, and
X is the point in the image.

v = KTy Xu (2.11)

2.3.2 Intrinsic and extrinsic camera parameters

intrinsic parameters

focal plane 114 frame

image plane

extrinsic parameters

Figure 2.7: The connection between the intrinsic and extrinsic camera parameters
and the different frames, [4]

In eq. K is called the intrinsic matrix and T, is the extrinsic matrix.
Together they represent the transform from the world frame into the image plane.
As seen in the fig. above the T,,, is the transform from the world frame to the
camera frame. K is the transform from the 3D camera frame into the 2D image
plane.

In the equation below, eq. the equation is written in full form. The vectors
x; and Xy are homogeneous vectors, making the transformation between world
and image frame easier with simple matrix multiplications. As seen in the equa-
tion, Ty, is a simple homogeneous transformation between the world frame and
the camera frame, i.e it describes the rotation and translation between the two.
In this case [tg,t,,t.] is the vector from the camera frame to the world frame.

The K matrix in the same equation consist of five parameters. f, and f, is the
focal length given in pixels along the u and v axis. The parameters ¢, and ¢, is
the principal point given in the u-v-plane. The final parameters s is the skew of

11



the image, and is most cases equal to zero.

Xuw
wi| | fu 8 cu| |11 T2 T13 ta v
w
Ty = | Uy 0 fv Cy 21 T22 T23 ty 7 (2.12)
w
w; 0 0 1 31 T32 733 tz W
w

2.3.3 Camera calibration

Camera calibration is the process of finding the unknown parameters given in the
previous section, i.e. fy, fu, S, ¢, and ¢, as well as some lens distortion parameters.
Most cameras have one or more lenses and in one way or another it will effect
the picture. However the pinhole camera model do not consider the effect of the
lenses since there are none in the model.

Two types of lens distortion that are typical to model are radial distortion and
tangential distortion. Radial distortion is due to fact that the light is bend more
at the edges of the lens, than at the optical point. The distortion can be modelled
as in eq. 2.13] where Zg;s, Yais is the distorted points, x and y is the undistorted
pixel locations, r = x2 + y? and k1, ks and k3 is the radial distortion coefficients
of the lens.

=:llll=

=1 111 I~
IEEEEEEN
Megative radial distortion Mo distortion Positive radial distortion
“pincushion” “barrel”

Figure 2.8: The different effects radial distortion has on the picture, [5]

Tais = o(1 + k1r® + kar* 4 kar®) (2.13a)

Yais = Y(1 + k1 % r? + kor* + kar®) (2.13b)

Tangential distortion happens when the lens and image plane is not parallel. To
model this effect we use eq. where p; and ps is the tangential distortion
coefficients of the lens.

12



Zero Tangential Distortion Tangential Distortion

Lens and sensor are parallel Lens and sensor are not parallel

(\Camera lens (\Camera lens

Vertical plane Vertical plane

Camera Ll

SENSOr Camera
SENSOr

Figure 2.9: Example of tangential distortion,[5]

Tais = T + (2pray + pa(r® + 22%)) (2.14a)

Yais = Y + (2pazy + p1(r® + 2y°)) (2.14b)

Thus the process of calibrating a camera is finding the parameters f,, fv, s, cyu, Cv,
k1, ko, ksp1 and ps. There a many open source camera calibrations programs out
there, openCV, ROS and matlab to mention some. The program generally works
by taking a series of pictures of a checkerboard pattern from different angles and
distances. The calibration parameters of the pico flexx camera was found by the
use of the openCV camera calibrator and are presented in the table below.

fu fv Cy Cy kl k2 kS P1 D2
208.02 | 208.02 | 111.29 | 87.18 | 0.8685 | -7.175 | 12.12 | = ~

2.3.4 Segmentation and thresholding

Segmentation is the process of the process of partitioning a digital image into
multiple segments, usually based on the intensity of the pixels. If a set of pixels
are close to each other and have have similar intensity, it is probably an area of
interest. In the case of obstacle detection and avoidance the use of segmentation
could be ideal to detect obstacles.

The simplest method of segmentation is by thresholding, however it has some
major drawbacks. The process is as following; given the intensity in an image,
set a threshold t and change the intensity of each pixel x in the image given by
eq. This will separate the picture into two regions, making them easier
to work with. However some of the drawback are; what value to choose for the

13



threshold, separating into more than two regions require several thresholds, and
increase the complexity of the problem.

1 I(z) >t
Inew(l') = {O : I(.’I}) <t (215)

Another method for segmentation is region growing. As seen in fig a set of
seeds is placed in the image. These seeds spread to nearby pixels with similar
properties, usually based on the intensity of the neighboring pixels. While this
method efficiency is based on where the seeds are put, it solves many of the
problems with thresholding when segmenting into several regions.

14 1e] 9¢| 90| 9ol
19 12| 99| 94| 94}
54 1] 10] 99| 9¢f
5¢] 50| 50| 3¢ 9efe
3¢9 30| 30| 30| 30)
5 14

54 54| 5¢ 9ol
34 30 o

Figure 2.10: Process of segmentation by region growing, [6]

2.3.5 ORB

Oriented FAST and rotated BRIEF (ORB) is feature matching method, which
consist of the FAST keypoint detector and BRIEF descriptor, to find correspond-
ing points in different images,

Feature detection is the process of finding interesting points or key points in an
image. This is usually done by looking at a pixel and the surrounding pixels to
evaluate if this area is distinct enough to be labeled a feature in the picture. In
general areas with large change pixel value in either direction is of interest, i.e
edges and corners.

Features from accelerated segment test, better known as "FAST” | is a high speed
low computational corner keypoint detector. The algorithm can be summarized
in the following points:

e Seclect a pixel p in the image. The intensity of that pixel is I,

e Select a intensity threshold t

14



e Make a circle of radius 3 pixels and consider the 16 pixels in this circle, as

seen in fig

e The pixel p is a corner if n contiguous pixels (typically n = 12) are brighter
than I, + ¢ or darker than I, —t.

e Repeat for each pixel

Figure 2.11: Ilustration of how FAST corners work, [7]

To improve the speed the of the FAST algorithm one first should compare the
intensity of pixel 1, 5, 9, 13 in the circle. If less than 3 of these don’t satisfy the
threshold criterion the point can be discarded as a corner. Otherwise continue
with the rest of the points in the circle.

Once a corner has been found a descriptor is needed to separate one corner from
another and such that feature matching is possible. ORB do this by using Binary
robust independent elementary feature (BRIEF).

Brief make use of all of the keypoint found by FAST, and describe it and its
neighborhood with a binary feature vector. The feature vector, also know as
binary feature descriptor, contains only ones and zeroes. The length of the vector
varies, but are usually a 128-512 bit string.

To make the binary feature descriptor BRIEF start by smoothing the image with
a Gaussian kernal to make the descriptor more robust high frequency noise in
the image. Then it select a random pair of pixels in the neighborhood around
the keypoint. This neighborhood is called a patch, at a predefined size. The
first pixel is drawn from a Gaussian distribution around the feature point. The
second pixel is then drawn from a Gaussian distribution around the first pixel.
The binary value is found by eq. Where p(x) and p(y) is the pixel intensities
for the two pixels. This test is run 128-512 times filling up the binary feature
vector. Feature correspondence is then found by comparing the binary feature
vectors using Hamming distance. [§][9]

L:p(x) < p(y)

0:p(z) > p(y) (2.16)

T(p,x,y) = {
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2.4 Visual simultaneous localization and mapping

Visual simultaneous localization and mapping (vSLAM) is a method/set with
algorithms that are able to build a map of a unknown environment while per-
forming localization by the use of visual sensor, i.e. mono and stereo cameras.
This problem is often the most important problem to be solved when working
with autonomous vehicles.

vSLAM algorithms are divided into two main categories, direct and indirect meth-
ods. These two can be divided into dense and sparse SLAM algorithms, which is
strictly correlated to the amount of pixels used in the mapping (dense use more,
sparse use less). The most typical is direct dense/sparse and indirect spare. The
major difference between direct and indirect SLAM is whether the picture is pre-
processed or not. Direct SLAM use the image directly, hence the name, while
the indirect method make use of feature extraction first,like the type discussed
in the previous subsection, [2.3.5] Based on the movement of these point in one
image to another it is possible to find the transformation between these frames.

Indirect SLAM preprocesses the image by using a detector/descriptor like ORB
and extract these features in each image. The problem can be defined as a mini-
mization problem, described in eq. Here the geometric error (reprojection
error) is given by the term u; — (T, X)V) and 7() is projection of a point from
camera frame to image frame like in subsection The variables to be found
is the transform between world and camera, 7T, and X which is the set of fea-
ture points given in world coordinates. The problem of finding both 7., and X
is called full bundle adjustment. By linearizing the the measurement prediction
function with a local Taylor expansion the problem can be formulated as a least
square problem which has a known solution.

1oy, x; = argmineg,, = Z‘ u; — W(TcinW)H (2.17)
%

Direct SLAM algorithms make use of all or many pixels in the image along with
their intensity. The transformation 7., is found by minimizing the photometric
error, as given in eq. The photometric error is given as the difference in
the pixel intensities in the two different pictures. This is done by transforming
one of the pictures by T, and minimizing the error between the different pixel
intensities.

2
T2, = argming,, S | (5 = L(x(Taw X)) (2.18)

2.4.1 ORB-SLAM

ORB-SLAM is a indirect sparse SLAM algorithm. There are a several different
indirect and direct SLAM algorithm to choose from, but in this project ORB-
SLAM will be the primary focus. There are several reason for this fact. Today
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ORB-SLAM is one of the best performing vSLAM algorithms including both
direct and indirect algorithms [I0]. Another reason is that it uses ORB-features
which are fast and less computationally heavy, ideal for embedded systems. Last
but not least, ORB-SLAM is open source and is implemented as a package in
ROS, which simplify the use and integration into the rest of the system [11].

TRACKING
Initial Pose Estimation
Extract |, Track New KeyFrame
Frame |-»| ORB | I‘rol;n last frame or Local Map Decision
; elocalisation
v I
Map Initialization MAP KeyFrame
¥
puace :
RECOGNITION KeyFrame || &
Insertion =
. r
V'St‘;'all Recent =
Vocabula MapPoints
- Covisibility culling || @
Recoghnition Graph g
Database Spanning New Points || &
Tree Creation
Loop Correction _ Loop Detection Local BA
— f Local
gsp;:enr:'tlzaﬁ Loop Compute | [ Candidates KeyFrames
Graph Fusion Sim3 Detection | T% Culling

LOOP CLOSING |

Figure 2.12: Overview of the ORB SLAM system, and the main events in each
module, [10]

In fig an overview of the ORB-SLAM system is presented. The sub modules
tracking, local mapping and loop closing will be discussed under with focus on
the important key points in each module.

Initialization

Before the ORB-SLAM algorithm starts it need to initialize the map by com-
puting the relative pose between two frames. This is used to triangulate a set
of initial map points. In parallel the system compute two geometrical models,
a homography for planer scenes and one for non-planar scenes, a fundamental
matrix. Based on a robust heuristic a model is chosen and when model is found
a full bundle adjustment is performed.
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(a) Keyframes (blue), current frame (b) The covisibility graph (green) which
(green), local map point (red) and map connect all the keyframes with common
points (red & black) map points in a graph structure

Figure 2.13: Keyframes, map points and the covisiblity graph in ORB-SLAM, [10]

Tracking

The features are extracted with ORB as described in subsection In ORB-
SLAM the corners are extracted with a scale factor 1.2 at eight different scale
levels. Depending on the resolution of the image a number between 500 - 2000
corners are extracted.

If tracking from the previous frame was a success, it uses a constant motion model
to predict the next frame, and use a guided search for the map points observed
in the previous frame. The pose is then optimized with a motion only bundle
adjustment with the found corresponding map points.

Once an estimation of the camera pose is found and a set of feature matches, the
points in the map is projected onto the current frame and a search for more map
point correspondences is performed. Only the local map is projected because of
the complexity in larger maps. The local map consist of two sets with keyframes,
K, that share map points with the current frame and K> that are neighbors to
the keyframes K in the covisibility graph. In the set K a K. keyframe exist,
which is the frame that share the most map points with the current frame.

The last step is to decide whether the current frame is going to become a keyframe
or not. In the local mapping thread there is a mechanism that culls redundant
keyframes, which allows to keyframes to be inserted fast. To become a keyframe
a set of conditions must be satisfied:

More than 20 frames must have passed since the last global relocalization

The local mapping is idle, or more than 20 frames have passed since the
last keyframe insertion global relocalization

At least 50 points is tracked in the current frame

The current frame tracks less than 90% points from K,.f.
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Local Mapping

When a frame is converted to a keyframe the covisibility graph is updated by by
adding a new node for the new keyframe K;, and then updating the edges to the
keyframes in the map with shared map points. Also update the spanning tree
which link K; to the keyframe with the most common points. Then a bags of
words representation of the keyframe is computed.

As well as keyframes, the map points is also culled. If the map point is to be
retained in the map it must pass a test during the first three keyframes after cre-
ation, to ensure that they are trackable. A map point must fulfull two conditions:

e The tracking must find the point in more than the 25% of the frames in
which it is predicted to be visible.

e If more than one keyframe has passed from map point creation, it must be
observed from at least three keyframes.

New map points are created by triangulating ORB-features from the connected
keyframes, K. in the covisibility graph. ORB-feature pairs are triangulated,
and are accepted when positive depth, scale consistency, reprojection error and
parallax are checked.

Local bundle adjustment optimizes over the current keyframe Kj;, all of the
keyframes K. that is connected to it in the covisibilty graph, and all of the
common map points. All of the keyframes that see the same map points, but are
¢ K. is included but kept fixed in the optimization.

To keep the map as compact as possible the local mapping tries to detect re-
dundant keyframes and delete them. This effect reduces the load on bundle
adjustment since the complexity grow with the number of keyframes. Another
advantage is that the number of keyframes won’t grow unbounded, unless the
move into new visual content.

Loop closing

The last thread is the loop closing thread. It takes the K; from local mapping,
the last keyframe processed by the local mapping, and tries to detect and close
the loop.

First the similarity between bag of words vector of K; and its neighbors in the
covisiblity graph is computed, and the lowest score Sy, is then used as a thresh-
old and discard all keyframes in the database that has a lower score than Sy,,.
Additionally all the keyframe directly connected to K; is discarded. A loop can-
didate is accepted if at least three loop candidates is connected in the covisibility
graph.

To close the loop a similarity transform from the current keyframe K; to the loop
keyframe K has to be computed, which informs about the error accumulated in
the loop. With 3D to 3D correspondence for each candidate, RANSAC is used to
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find a similarity transform. If a similarity transform with enough inliers is found
the transform is optimized and a guided search for more correspondences between
the frames K; and K; are performed. The loop is accepted if the optimization
has enough inliers after the guided search.

The first step after a loop detection is to fuse the duplicated map points and
new edges are inserted into the covisibility graph. The pose Tj, of the current
keyframe K; is corrected by the similarity transform, along with all of the neigh-
bors of K;. The common map points are projected into K; and all matches found
in a small area around the projection are fused. All the edges of the keyframes
involved in the fusion will then be updated in the covisibility graph, and then
closing the loop.
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Chapter 3

Hardware specification

3.1 Wall-E 2.0

Figure 3.1: A picture of Wall-E 2.0.

Wall-E 2.0 is a three degree of freedom robot, able to move in the xy-plane and
around its own axis. It has two wheels and a tail to keep the body stable. The
robot consist of three wooden plates on top of each other. At the bottom the
hardware responsible for motor control and odometry is found. In the middle the
battery is placed along with a battery elimination circuit for voltage regulation
down to 5V. At the top the primary computer is placed, the Jetson Nano, along
with the Time of flight camera in the front. The following section will present
the reader to the hardware used.
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3.2 Onboard computers

Wall-E 2.0 has two computers, one meant for real time control of the robot,
Arduino Uno, and the Jetson Nano for more computationally heavy operations
like image processing and SLAM.

3.2.1 Arduino uno

Ground

Ground

Figure 3.2: Arduino uno, with the different input and outputs , [12]

The Arduino Uno is a small 8-bit, 5V microcontroller board, based upon the
ATmega328P, and it is quite suitable for simple control, and sensor readings.
The micro controller board has 14 digital I/O pins which 6 of them can provide
PWM output. In addition it has 6 analog input pins, and capability to use a
set of popular protocols like SPI, I2C' and UART. The CPU runs at 16 MHz
which is more than sufficient for simple task like sensor reading and less complex
computations.

In this project the computer is used as a slave of the Jetson Nano via the serial
port. The Arduino is responsible for communication and with the MPU6050 via
the I2C protocol, PWM control of the motors, and estimate motor speed based
upon encoder readings. The implementation of these systems are discussed in
section

22



3.2.2 NVIDIA Jetson Nano

Figure 3.3: Picture of the Jetson Nano Dev board, [13]

The Jetson Nano is the most recent embedded platform from NVIDIA and is the
low cost embedded computer version in the NVIDIA Jetson series. The computer
comes with the development board and has a series of connections as specified in
the table below [14].

Specifications | Techonlogy

GPU 128 NVIDIA CUDA cores

CPU Quad-core ARM A57 @ 1.43 GHz
Memory 4 GB 64-bit LPDDRA4 25.6 GB/s
Connectivity | Gigabit Ethernet, M.2 Key E
Display HDMI 2.0 and eDP 1.4

USB 4x USB 3.0, USB 2.0 Micro-B
I/0 GPIO, I°C, I?S, SPI, UART
Size 100 mm x 80 mm x 29 mm

The Jetson Nano runs a complete desktop Linux environment based upon the
Ubuntu 18.04 LTS. This makes the module easy to work with, and enable the
use of frameworks like ROS. In this project the Jetson Nano will be used as the
primary module running ROS, SLAM, user interface and high level control of the
robot, more on this in Chapter 5. A WiFi dongle is connected to one of the USB
ports used for SSH and remote control of the robot.
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3.3 Sensors

In the following subsections the sensors used on the robot will be presented.

3.3.1 MPU6050 IMU

Figure 3.4: The MPU6050 6DOF IMU, [15]

The MPU6050 is a lowcost 16-bit 6 degree of freedom IMU, i.e. accelerometer
and gyroscope. The MPU-6050 version uses the I2C protocol at 400 Khz, where
other version like the MPU-6000 also has an SPI interface at 1 Mhz. The inter-
rupt pin can be programmed to The sensor has a series of different modes, and
configurations of the sensitivity of the sensors, as given in the table below [16].

Mode | Gyroscope sensitivity | Accelerometer sensitivity
0 +250 °/s +2 g

1 +500 °/s +4g

2 +1000 °/s +8 g

3 +2000 °/s +16 g

The IMU also has a integrated digital low pass filter for gyroscope and the ac-
celerometer ideal for filtering out high frequency noise in real time. The low pass
filter has a series of different modes, described in the table below, where the band-
width (bw) ranges from 5 Hz to 260 Hz. The drawback is that the measurements
will be delayed dependent on the chosen bandwidth of the filter.

Mode | Acc. bw [Hz] | Delay [ms] | Gyro bw [Hz| | Delay [ms]
0 260 Og 256 098 g

1 184 20¢g 288 19¢g

2 94 30¢g 98 28¢g

3 44 19¢g 42 18 g

4 21 85¢g 20 83¢g

5 10 138 ¢ 10 134 ¢

6 5 19.0 g 5 18.6 g
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3.3.2 Pico flexx

Figure 3.5: Picture of the PMD Pico flexx camera, [17]

Parameter Camera Properties
Dimensions 68 mm x 17 mm x 7.35 mm
Weight 8g

Camera Resolution 224 x 171

Viewing angle (H x V) | 62° x 45°

Measurement range 0.1-4m

Frame rate 5 - 45 fps

Illumination 850 nm IR

Depth resolution 1% — 2% of distance

Output Depth map and grayscale intensity

The PMD Pico flexx is a time of flight camera. The working principle is as
described in theory, The output from the camera is a depth map, point
cloud and intensity map, see figures and The pico flexx has a series
of different modes where the frame rate varies from 5 fps to 45 fps, and the
corresponding maximum range from 4 meters to 1 meter.
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Nr Use Case Name Range Framerate | max.
[m] Exposure
Time (us)
Indoor room
1 reconstruction MODE_9_5FPS_2000 1-4.0 5 fps 2000
Room scan-
2 ning, indoor | MODE_9_10FPS_1000 1-40 |10fps 1000
navigation
3D object .
3 reconstruction | VIODE_9_15FPS_700 05-1.5 | 15fps 700
Medium size
object recog-
4 nition, face MODE_9 25FPS_450 0.3-2.0 | 251ps 450
reconsiruction
Remote col-
laboration,
step by step ;
5 instruction, MODE_5_35FPS_600 0.3-2.0 | 35fps 600
table-top
gaming
Small ob-
ject/product B
6 recognition, MODE_5_45FPS_500 01-1.0 | 45fps 500
Hand tracking
7 Mixed Mode | MODE_MIXED_30_5 30/5fps 300/1300
8 Mixed Mode | MODE_MIXED_50_5 50/5fps 250/1000

Figure 3.6: The different modes of the Pico flexx camera

3.3.3 Encoder and motors

The motors are a simple bidirectional 12 V DC motors. The encoder is attached
to the end of the motor. The encoder used is a rotational incremental encoder,
which output is two phase shifted square waves. The phase is shifted by +/- 90
degrees depending on the direction of the circular motion, as seen in fig
The encoder will send a given number of pulses per rotation of the motor, 341.2
pulses per rotation to be exact. The number of pulses can be measured by the
Arduino micro controller, and the rate of rotation can be estimated. To get the
rate and the direction of the rotation both of the phases, A and B, has to be
measured. However if only the rate is of interest, it is sufficient to measure only
the pulses from one of the signals A or B.

1-M1 motor —
- 2-GND Encoder —
— 3-Encoder A phase
~~ 4-Encoder B phase
J 5-3V3 Encoder +
6-M1 motor +

A L L L
B_ L LI 1

Phass 1 :2:3:4:1:2:32:4,:1:2:3:4.1

(a) Phases of the encoder, [18] (b) Pinout of the encoder, [19]

Figure 3.7
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3.4 Other components

3.4.1 L298N Dual H Bridge

Active

Active
\ Transistor/ MOSFET < ]

1

GND =

(a) L298N Dual H Bridge, [20] (b) Working principle of H-bridge, [21]

The L298N Dual H Bridge is the motor controller of the robot. The controller
can drive DC motors from 5 to 35 V. It also has a on board voltage regulator,
down to 5 V, which can be used if the input voltage is 12 V or less. This is
necessary for the integrated circuit to work properly, and it also have a 5 Volt
output which can be used to power other modules, like the Arduino Uno.

The board has a set of input pins, E4,INy,INo, IN3,INy and Eg.E4,IN1, N>
are used to control motor A, while the rest is used to control motor B. The set
of combinations of signals are presented below. To enable speed control PWM-
signal is sent to FN4 and ENp, turning the voltage over the motors on and off,
lowering the rate of the rotation of the motor.

Description ENs/ENp | IN;/INs | INy/INy
Motor is off 0
Break and stop 1
Forward motion 1
1
1

Backward motion

el e Bl K=Y =
—| Ol O] K

Break and stop

3.4.2 Universal Battery eliminator circuit (UBEC)

The battery used in this project is a 3 cells LiPo battery with a voltage around 12
V. Both the Arduino Uno and the Jetson Nano have a input voltage of 5 V and
the Jetson Nano also have a quite large current draw which makes it necessary
to have battery eliminator circuit. While the L298N has a voltage regulator on
board it has a max current of 2 ampere, which isn’t enough to drive the Arduino,
MPUG6050, encoders, Jetson Nano and the Pico flexx camera. That is why the
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UBEC is set to powering the Jetson Nano, and the connected Pico Flexx, while
the L298N powers the Arduino Uno and all of the connected sensors.

3.5 Connection and power

In fig a diagram of the connections on the robot is presented. The key idea is
to show the reader how the different modules are connected and how they work
together.

L -
{
12 Volt
LiPo CX2) (UNO
Jetson
Nano uSB

Figure 3.9: Connection schematics
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Chapter 4

Simulation

4.1 Robotic operating system (ROS)

ROS is a popular open source framework for robot software development. It is not
an operating system, as the name might make you believe, but rather a collection
of libraries, tools and drivers making the development of robotic software easier.
ROS is compatible with the most recent versions of Ubuntu, and in the latest
release Melodic, it has also become available for Windows 10.

ROS is the software skeleton in project that binds the different parts of software
together primarily via communication and information sharing. Thus it is seen
fit to introduce some of the important concepts in ROS and terminology.

ROS Graph

The ROS framework can be viewed as a network of programs sharing data, in a
graph like structure. A ROS system is a set of smaller programs that communicate
via defined messages. In the ROS Graph these programs become the nodes,
while the communication between them becomes the edges. The communication
is based on publishing and subscribing. One node may publish a message on a
topic and any number of nodes may subscribe on this topic. A simple real life
example would be a radio broadcast, and anyone who would like to could tune
in on that channel.
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Node 2
Subscriber

Node 1
Publisher

[topic_2

Node 3
Publisher &

ubscriber

[topic_1

Figure 4.1: A simple example of a ROS graph. Node 2 and 3 subscribe on topic
1 published by node 1 and node 3 also subscribe on topic 2 published by node 2.

ROS master

The ROS master is the core in the ROS graph network. Before any node my run,
an instance of roscore must be launched first. The ROS master is responsible for
setting up the communication between the nodes.

************* Computert
| |
| ROS |
| Master |
| A |
| Registration y Registration '
: s |
: ROS Messages ROS Messages ROS :
" Node 1 " " Node 2 " " Noden/
| |
| | |
: . Messages - :

Figure 4.2: Connections of the ROS network, [22]

ROS messages
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ROS messages are the data that is sent between nodes in the ROS network.
When two nodes communicate they have to agree on the structure of the data.
ROS has a many predefined message data structures, like std_msgs/Bool or
geometry_msgs/Pose. ROS has messages for almost every need in robotics,
but if needed it is possible to generate custom messages.

Tools

In ROS there are a series of tools making the world of developing robotic software
a little easier:

e RVIZ: Visualization in 3D, combined robot model, sensor data, obstacles
in a combined view.

e ROS_bag: Save messages published on one or several topics, able to replay
the data

e rqt_plot: Plot scalar data published on ROS topics

geometry _msgs/Pose Message

File: |geometry _msgs/Pose.msg

Raw Message Definition

# A representation of pose in free space, composed of position and orientation.
Point position
Quaternion orientation

Compact Message Definition

geometry msgs/Point position
geometry_msgs/Quaternion orientation

Figure 4.3: Structure of the pose message, [23]
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4.2 The simulation environment Gazebo

GAZEBO

Gazebo is a real-time simulator with a robust physics engine, quality graphics
and interfaces linked to ROS. It is possible to build a robot model, and use a
wide variety of sensors like accelerometer, gyroscope, LIDAR, camera and so on.

In gazebo it is possible to construct a world of your choosing. The software has
a series of predefined static objects that one may place in the world using the
graphical user interface. It is also possible to construct the world and the objects
in it by using world-files to define the world and Unified Robot Description Format
(URDF), to describe the models in the world. In both files the syntax is XML.

Since the gazebo-simulator can communicate with ROS over the local network,
using TCP/IP, it is an ideal simulator to test software developed in ROS, as well
to simulate a time of flight camera, and use the simulated data as input into the
ORB-SLAM algorithm in ROS. The purpose of following sections is to discuss
how the implementation of the robot, world and time of flight camera was done in
gazebo, as well as shed some light on the communication and interfaces between

gazebo and ROS.
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4.3 Simulated robot

4.3.1 Building the robot model

Figure 4.4: The robot model is Gazebo

We use URDF to define and describe the different parts of the robot. The idea
is to keep the model simple since the purpose of the simulation is testing ToF-
camera and ORB-SLAM, and not simulating an advanced robot. The robot
consist of five parts; the chassis, two wheels, a tail and the camera.

The parts are defined as links in the URDF file, and are connected by joints.
These joints can continuous which allows the links to move in a defined direction,
or it could be fixed, holding two objects together in place. A small example of
how to define links using URDF is found in fig [£.5a] As seen in the figure the
chassis consist of a mass, and two defined boxes, where the visual box is what we
see in the simulation while the collision box is the volume used in the collision
engine in Gazebo.
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name='chassis'>
>
value="1.0"/>
xyz="0.0 0 0.2" rpy=" 00 0"/>
=
name="'collision'>
>
size=".4 .2 .2"/>
>
=
name='chassis visual'>
xyz="0 0 0" rpy=" 0 0 0"/>
>
size=".4 .2 .2"/>
=

(a) Example of how to define a link in Gazebo. Here
it is the chassis used in the simulation.

reference="tof">
type="depth" name="tof_ frame sensor">
>true</ >
>20.0</ >

>${62.0%3.141/180.0}</

>RB8G8B8</ >
>224</ >
>171</

>

>0.01</
>5</ >

(b) XML code to define the ToF sensor in Gazebo.

Figure 4.5

4.3.2 Simulated sensor

To add a sensor to the robot, first a sensor-link has to be created. This is
necessary for the simulator to know where the sensor is place, in what direction
it is facing and so one. Once the link is created it can be defined as a sensor. This
is done by defining the specifications of the sensor, whether it is a IMU, LIDAR
or a camera. The sensor must also be linked to a plugin, which is the code that
simulate the sensor based on data from the simulation environment.

As seen in fig[£.5b] we include the specifications of the camera, like the pixel width
and height, update rate, and the field of view. The parameters used is based of
the Pico Flexx. It is also possible to include the calibration parameters found
for the Pico Flexx and add it to the plugin for a more realistic simulation of the
camera.

In the figures below, [£.6a] and [£.6b] we see the simulated intensity and depth
image, which both is grey scale images. In the case of the depth image, the

34



darker the pixel, the closer the object is to the camera. Note that if no depth
information is available the value will be set to zero, as seen in the background
of the depth image.

(a) IR image generated in gazebo

(b) Depth Image generated in gazebo

Figure 4.6

4.3.3 Controlling the robot

The robot is now able to view the world around it, but it still need a way to
move around. We solve this by using another plugin which we can link directly
to the continuous joints between the chassis and the wheels. This plugin is called
differential drive controller one of the standard plugins in the gazebo library.
This plugin allows for the control of the robot via ROS. The robot is controlled
by sending a Twist message, a data structure containing two 3D vectors, linear
and angular. This message is sent on the topic cmd_vel, where linear.x is the
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body frame velocity forward in the positive direction, and angular.z is the rate
of rotation around the z axis. To make the user interface easier a ROS-node is
developed to take input from the keyboard. The arrow keys is used to increase or
decrease linear velocity and angular velocity, while the space bar is used to stop
the robot.

Increase velocity setpoint

' Y
w

Increase angular rate, left Increase angular rate, right
- ")
A\ y

Decrease velocity setpoint

Figure 4.7: Keyboard inputs, [24]

4.3.4 Path following control

Given the implementation in the previous subsection it is now possible to control
the robot using input from the keyboard. However it would be practical if the
robot could be able to follow and track a set of predefined points.

To solve this we use a vector field that converges to the point of interest, see fig
The details of this implementation is given in section [5.6| where we combine
different kinds of vector fields for obstacle avoidance.
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Figure 4.8:

4.4 Simulated

Dipol vector field, centered at the target,[25]

world

The gazebo world would be empty unless some objects are put into it. To test
ORB-SLAM in the simulator, a simple environment is created. It consist of a
closed space with some walls forming a hallway in a square shape. The idea is
having the robot follow a predefined path through this environment.

Since ORB-SLAM is feature based it is important that the objects in this envi-
ronment has features. For that reason brick walls are used, which contains a lot
of edges and corners that are detectable by the algorithm. A set of objects are
also put into the environment, as seen in fig The detail of the test itself is

specified in section [6.1
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Figure 4.9: Overview of the test world environment
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Chapter 5

System implementation

5.1 System overview

The following sections will present the different modules in the system, and will
discuss in some detail how they where implemented. A system overview of the
ROS network is presented in the figure below. ROS in the core of the implemen-
tation and binds the different modules together.

Modules in the ROS network
Manual ROS MASTER
control

Obstacle avoidance

Path following

Obstacle Tracking
detection

Pico flexx
ROS wrapper

Royal SDK

ORB SLAM Arduino Uno

ROS serial

Hardware
I A \
[IMU ] [LZQSN] [Encoder] |Picoﬂexx |

Figure 5.1: Overview over all the software systems and how they are connected

5.2 Drivers

The following three subsections will discuss the implementation of drivers on the
arduino Uno, i.e. the software to communicate with the sensors MPU6050 and
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the encoder as well generating a pwm signal to the L298N for motor control. By
using the Arduino IDE and the associated libraries, we can avoid developing code
for the most low level hardware of the micro controller.

5.2.1 MPU6050

The MPU6050 communicate with the Arduino via the I2C protocol. By using the
Arduino I?C driver communication between the sensor and the micro controller
is set up with some simple function calls.

Initialization

The process of the initialization is setting the proper registers on the MPUG6050.
This involves enabling the the sensor, chose configuration for low pass filtering,
and decide scale of the measurements.

void setup() {

Wire.begin() ; // Init I2C
Wire.beginTransmission(0x68);// Adress = 0x68

Wire.write (0x6B) ; // Status register

Wire.write (0x00) ; // Write 0x00 into the register

// to enable the sensor

Wire.write (0Ox1A // Config register

I

)
Wire.write (0x00) ; // Set to standard config
Wire.write (0x1B) ; // Gyro config
Wire.write (0x00) ; // Scale +/- 250 deg
Wire.write (0x1C) ; // Accel config
Wire.write (0x00) ; // Scalk +/- 2 g

Wire.endTransmission (true); // End transmission

Figure 5.2: Initialization code for MPU6050

Reading the data

The accelerometer and gyroscope data is read out from 12 eight bits registers,
two for each measurement, addresses 0x3B-0x40 and 0x43-0x48 respectively. The
code runs in loop, and the data is read whenever the data is available. To convert
the data to the right format the bits from the first register must be shifted 8 bits,
since they are the 8 most significant bits of the data, and then scaled depending
on the scale chosen in the initialization, as seen in fig.

40



void loop () {
float acc x;

Wire.beginTransmission (0x68) ;

Wire.write (0x3B);

Wire.endTransmission (false);

Wire.requestFrom (MPU, 2, true);

acc_x = (Wire.read() << 8 | Wire.read()) / 16384.0; // X-axis value

Figure 5.3: Example of how to read the x-axis accelerometer data. The format
is similar for the other axis, and the gyro readings

5.2.2 PWM motor

The control of motor is one of the simplest parts of the code on the robot. As
discussed in chapter 3. the motor is controlled by the L298N, which have 6 inputs,
which 4 of them are digital. For pins on the Arduino Uno is set as output pins and
are connected as described in subsection [3.5] Using the table in subsection [3.4.1
forward motion is enabled by setting I N1 /I N3 = 0 and INy/IN4 = 1 and sending
a PWM signal to EN4 and ENp. For backward motion the digital signal are
inverted. The PWM signal is generated by the Arduino analogWrite(pin, value)
function where the value ranges from 0 to 255 as seen in fig. In terms of the
motor speed a value of 0 would mean no motion, and a value of 255 would mean
full speed.

0% Duty Cycle - analogWrite(0)
Sv

Ov

25% Duty Cycle - analogWrite(64)

T T T T

Ov

50% Duty Cycle - analogWrite(127)

Sv

Ov

75% Duty Cycle - analogWrite(191)

LU U UL

100% Duty Cycle - analogWrite(255)
iy ‘ ‘ | | ‘

Figure 5.4: Pwm signal for different values, [20]

Ov
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5.2.3 Encoder

As described in Chapter 3 the encoder send out two pulses out of phase by +90°.
The direction of rotation can be determined by the order of the pulses. If the A
pulses before B it turns forward, in the other case it turns backwards. While it
would be ideal to use both of the phases, the Arduino Uno has only two interrupt
pins, and it is necessary to use interrupts to avoid polling and stalling in the
software, and pulses might be lost if the input pin isn’t check regularly. However
with some assumptions the direction of the motor can be determined by the input
signal to the L298N. One would expect the motor to in that direction it is told
to. It is only in the case where the robot goes in one direction and suddenly is
command to go the other direction, where there is an ambiguity. This problem is
solved all together by avoiding these cases with sudden changes in the direction
of velocity.

Since the Arduino only has two interrupt pins only the pulse A of each motor
is measured and counter. It is programmed such that each time the pulse goes
from low to high a counter is incremented by the interrupt service routine (ISR).
Every 100 ms the counter value is saved and passed on in the program, and the
counter is reset to zero. The velocity of the wheel can then be determined by
eq where 341.2 is the number of pulses per rotation, At = 100ms and D, peer
is diameter of the wheel.

counter
341.2At

Vwheel =

Dyheerm (5.1)

5.3 Control system

The control system consist of two parts. A controller to control the speed of each
of the motors, and a simple state estimator fusing the measurements.

5.3.1 Model

To make a mathematical model a few parameters and variables needs to be de-
fined. The velocity and rate of rotation is a function of several variables, as given
in eq. The 2y, ¥p, O, are the state variables, which is a function of; the length
from a wheel to the center of the robot I, the diameter of the wheels d, and the
rotational rate of the right and left motors ¢, and ¢; [rad/s].

i‘b . .
:{)b = f(lvd’ ¢T‘7¢l) (52)
Oy

The states of the robot can be model by the function f(1, d, ¢, gbl) which needs
to be found.
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The driving force of the robot is the two motors turning the wheels. Given a
point P at the center of the robot and assume the local reference frames origin is
in this point, as in fig

Y world

X body

Y body

E

X world

Figure 5.5: Illustration of the coordinate systems

The translations velocity of the point P is given by eq. This comes from the
effect that the wheel rotation speed also contribute to the rotation of the robot,
like in the case where ¢, = —¢, when the robot spin around it own axis and the
translational velocity is zero.

. 1 . 1 .
Tp = idqﬁr + §d¢l (5.3)
The rate of rotation is given by eq.

_dor_do (5.4)

O =5 3

Since it is impossible for the robot to move in the yp-direction, the system is
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modelled as in eq.

iy Ay + $doy 4 4 g

i | = 0 =0 o] (5.5)
: . dd i _d| |®

Oy & _do A T

5.3.2 State estimator

The states to be estimated is x;, and ©p, based upon the measurement from the
IMU, encoders, and the pose from ORB SLAM. To solve this a weighted sum of
the different measurements is used, eq, where a + b+ ¢ = 1.

~ 1 . 1 .
I.'b = Qg /jaccdt + bx(§d¢r + §d¢l) + CxiSLAM (563)

dér  do :
¢ —ﬂ-i-Cg@SLAM (5.6b)

O, = agegym + by 5 5

5.3.3 Controller

The setpoints sent to the controller is of the type XTef and Gref) i.e. body frame
velocity and rotation rate. Using the eq. the state variables are a function
of the rotational velocity of the wheels. By inverting the matrix and removing
U, the equation can be transformed to eq.

or| _
o]
This equation can then be used to convert #,.; and @ref to rotational velocity

setpoints of the motors. What remains is to control the rotation of the of the
motors, which is done by a standard PI controller, eq.

Ql~
-
o

(5.7)

Q-
Ql~

9.

U= Ky(0es = )+ Ko [ (0reg - )i (5:5)

54 ORB SLAM

5.4.1 ORB-SLAM-2

The ORB-SLAM software is developed and built upon the work done in [10]. The
ROS package used in this project is called orb_slam_2 ros, [11]. The orb_slam_2
software is an expansion of the algorithm discussed in the background theory,
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subsection While the ORB SLAM algorithm is designed to use monocular
cameras, the orb_slam_2 software has been expanded to use stereo cameras and
other depth cameras like the time of flight camera. The major difference is the
position and depth of the map points is estimated based on both the image and
the depth image.

The advantage of using this ROS package is that it is fully compatible with ROS
and all of the input and output go via ROS topics, which is ideal since the rest
of the software is implemented in ROS. The data on the topics are as follows:

Published

e Live image containing the currently found key points and a status message
e A PointCloud2 (ROS datatype) which contain all the key points in the map

e A tf from pointcloud frame to the camera frame, i.e the pose of the camera.
Subscribed

e Topic /camera/rgb/image raw for the intensity image

e Topic /camera/depth_registred/image raw for the depth image

In addition to feeding the correct data into the program, a configuration file
for the camera and an appropriate ROS launch file has to be generated. The
configuration file contain some important parameters like the number of features
that should be extracted, the scale factor and some threshold values, as well as
the calibration parameters of the camera. The launch file is just a file to start up
the program, point to the correct configuration file, and set up the correct topics.
More info on this in Appendix [A]

5.4.2 Pico Flexx software

To make use of the Pico Flexx camera, and be able to communicate with it,
we make use of "royale SDK” which is the code and software included with the
camera. However this software isn’t compatible with ROS in any way, so we make
use of a ROS wrapper to connect the data stream to the ROS network [27]. The
data and topics used in the ROS wrapper are as follows:

Depth image, topic: /pico_flexx/image_depth, is a 32-bit float image where
the distance is along the optical axis

IR image, topic: /pico_flexx/image monol6 is a 16 Bit intensity image

e Noise image, topic: pico_flexx/image noise, is a 32 float image, standard
deviation of each of the depth pixels

Point cloud, topic: /pico_flexx/points, generated by the sensor
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Along with the data published on the topics the ROS-wrapper also have some
services that can be used during runtime:

Change use cases, subsection [3.3.2

Set exposure mode, Automatic or Manual

Set exposure time in manual mode

Noise filtering by setting max noise

Figure 5.6: Pointcloud in ROS, visualized in RVIZ

5.5 Obstacle detection

There are many was to process the visual data to get information about potential
obstacles in the field. One could use the point cloud output directly from the
camera, or from the SLAM algorithm or it is possible to process the depth image,
the latter is done here.

As seen in fig obstacles are relatively easy to spot visually in the depth
image, and thus visual processing will be used to find possible obstacles. The
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implementation is inspired by segmentation with region growing, discussed back
in subsection 2.3.4l

Obstacle detection algorithm

Data: Depth image

Result: Segments of obstacles

set segment threshold;

set maximal range;

while there are unprocessed pizels do

if pizel within mazx range then

create new segment;

while there are pizels in segment with unchecked neighbours do
for Fach unprocessed neighboring pixel do

if within maz range then

if pizel value within segment threshold then
add pixel to segment;
end
else
mark pixel as processed;
continue;
end
end
mark neighbors of pixel as checked;
end
else
mark pixel as processed;
continue;
end

end
Algorithm 1: Finding segments in depth picture

The algorithm works by setting some parameters first. The maximal range is
a threshold for which distances it should be created segments. From a obstacle
avoidance view the primary focus should be on the objects that are close to the
robot, and skip processing pixels which has a distance value above the maximal
distance threshold.

The segment threshold is used to decide which pixels that are going to get included
in the segment. The threshold is used as an upper and lower limit around the
first pixel value added to that segment, i.e. if a pixel value is larger or smaller
than this value, it won’t be added to the segment.

After all the pixels are processed there are found N segments, which represent
obstacles in the depth image. The segment object has a set of variables that
describe the object it is representing, and these are the position of the leftmost
and rightmost pixels, the position of the center in the segment as well as the
depth. From a obstacle avoidance perspective the only necessary information
needed is the position of the obstacle and the size of the obstacle, which these
four variables describes. The position of the obstacle relative to the robot is
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found by using the inverse of the intrinsic matrix, described in where now
the known values are the pixel positions u and v, as well as the depth Z. relative

to the camera.

5.6 Obstacle avoidance

The obstacle avoidance system is based upon the work done in [25]. The idea
is to use a vector field to guide the robot to the target, as well as around any

obstacles.

The vector field is defined in eq. Where r is the position of the robot in a
coordinate system where the origin is at the target. The vector p is the direction

of the field as described in fig.
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Figure 5.7: The field F for different values of A, [25]

F(r) = Ap"r)r —p(r'r) (5.9)

The idea is to combine different vector fields, and in which area they have effect
on the robot. There is one global field that pull the robot in the direction of
the position the robot is wanted to go to, and this field is dominant everywhere.
Then there is smaller local fields around the obstacles, similar to that of in fig
The local field around obstacles is divided into two. The bottom part, where
A =1 and the top part where A = 0. The bottom part is meant to push the
robot around the obstacle, while the top part pushes the robot in the direction

of position target.
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Figure 5.8: Example of the vector field around an object, [25]

All of the different vector fields are summed together and scaled by o; which
depend on the position of the robot. If the robot is within the field of obstacle i,
o; = 1, otherwise zero. The summation is described in eq. where N is the
number of obstacles, F} is the global field and F; is the field around obstacle i.

N N
Fr=]JoiFy+) _(1-0)F (5.10)
=1 =1

The vector F* is updated whenever there is a change in position of the robot,
obstacle or if there is a new destination. This vector is the input to the controller
defined in eq. where u is the forward velocity input, w is the rate of rotation,
© is the heading and ¢ = arctan(Fy, F;), the components in the vector field.

u = Kytanh(z® + 3?) (5.11a)

w=—K,(0—¢)+¢ (5.11b)

5.7 Tracking

To help the tracking of a object we make use of a predefined simple pattern,
fig [5.9] and search for this pattern in the image. To speed up the process the
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segments found in the obstacle detection algorithm is used, which reduces the
search space.

Figure 5.9: Trackable pattern

To find the pattern as sliding window method is used over the search area. The
window is on the form given in eq. [5.12] Each of these entries in the matrix are
multiplied with the corresponding pixel value and summed up. To reduce compu-
tation a only the diagonals in the matrix are used in the actual implementation.
If the window is right above the pattern in fig the sum will be a large value.
A match is found when the sum is above a given threshold. In the case of several
matches found, the one with highest value will be chosen.

1 0 0 -1
o 1 -1 0
0 -1 1 0 (5.12)
-1 0 0 1

The size of the window is dependent on the scale. Since the pattern is a fixed
size in the real world, it would be large in the image if it is close, and small if
it is far away. To avoid searching all the image with different scales, the depth
information is used to set the size of the window.

When the pattern first has been found it is possible to reduce the search area
even further. By the assumption that the pattern will not move much in between
each picture, means that the search area can be reduced by searching for the
pattern around the area where the pattern was found recently.
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Chapter 6

System testing

6.1 ORB-SLAM

6.1.1 Simulator

To test ORB SLAM with the simulated camera in gazebo the environment de-
scribed in subsection [4.4] is used. The robot follows a set of predefined points in
the environment, using the vector field discussed in Since the ROS plugin is
used with the simulator the actual position of the robot is published on the ROS
network. The pose estimate from the ORB SLAM package is also published on
the network, which are then plotted together in fig.

Jodom/pose/pose/position/y
! !

Iodom/pose/pose/position/x

Figure 6.1: The red line is the ORB estimate while the blue line is the ground
truth position of the robot

As seen in the figure the estimate and the ground truth is quite close in the
beginning, and start to diverge a bit after the first turn, and significantly after
the second turn, but stays somewhat constant with a slight decrease in error along
the straight paths. At the end a loop closure is detected, and the two converge
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back together at the end of the path.

6.1.2 Robot

Like in the case with the simulator we would like to have a ground truth to
compare the estimate of the ORB SLAM algorithm. To do this we make use of
”OptiTrack” which is a motion capture system [28]. With millimeter precision it
serves well a credible source of the actual position an orientation of the robot.

The robot is programmed to follow a simple square path, similar to that used in
the simulator. The configurations are the same and the pico flexx camera is put
into mode 2, which is intended for indoor navigation, described in [3.3.2]

Before the ORB SLAM start in need to calibrate, however the algorithm had some
issues finding enough feature points in the picture. By increasing the threshold
value of the ORB extraction it would finally initialize. Another setting that
improved the feature detection was increasing the integration time. The intensity
pictures are really dark sometimes and increasing this value helps the images
become brighter.

The error of the estimates plotted in fig [6.3] where the total position error is
defined as \/(Torb — Ttrue)? + v/ (Yorb — Ytrue)® and the heading error is defined as
\/(G)orb - etrue)g‘

Figure 6.2: ORB SLAM estimate and ground truth

(a) Error of the heading © (b) Error of the position

Figure 6.3
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The error seem to be increasing linearly with the distance, but as seen in fig.
the heading estimate is off whenever the robot is making a turn. This results in
an increased error of the position since the path is rotated by the error in the

heading. At the end of the loop ORB SLAM closes the loop which pulls the
errors downward to zero.

6.2 Obstacle avoidance test

To test the obstacle avoidance implementation a set of obstacles are set in a
straight hallway. The robot has a predefined destination, marked as x, behind
the obstacles, and the only task is to avoid the obstacles and get to the target.

“®
¢

Figure 6.4: Description of the obstacles, the fields around them, and the path
taken.

The picture above show a figure of the test environment, and path of the robot
through this environment. The blue circles around the obstacles are to represent
the area which the local field comes into effect. The black lines describe the
direction of the obstacle field, all pointing in the direction of the target position.
The robot is able to detect all the obstacles and successfully avoid all of the on
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the path to the target.

6.3 Tracking

To test the tracking system, one simple test were conducted. The pattern was
printed out on a paper, and the detection of the pattern was tested at different
ranges. The robot was able to find and track a person holding the paper, walking
in front of the robot. The range was somewhat limited, and at the border of the
maximal range of the sensor, [3.3.2] it had a hard time detecting the pattern at
all.

Figure 6.5: The pattern is clearly visible in the picture up to a distance of 3-4
meters
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Chapter 7

Discussion

7.1 Discussion on tests

7.1.1 ToF and SLAM

The time of flight camera seems to work quite well under certain conditions. The
error of the pose increase with time, but it is the orientation estimate that has
the most influence on the error. As the error in heading increases, so will the
error of the position of the robot. This problem is seen often in SLAM, especially
the problem of orientation as it also will effect the position estimate.

In the simulation the problem with error in the heading occur, but in a much
smaller degree than in the real life test. The effect is seen in the upper right corner
of fig. where there is a error during the turn, but after the turn the error in
heading seem to be small since the error in position doesn’t increase. There may
be several reason for this, SLAM algorithm are a bit sensitive to rotations.

During the test of robot there were some issues getting ORB SLAM initialized,
a process that needs feature points to decide which model to use, discussed in
The general experience is that ORB SLAM has a bit more trouble finding
features in the IR-image of the Pico flexx camera compared to the image in the
simulation. This might effect the performance of the algorithm and could explain
the difference in the plots of the simulation and the actual real world.

The Pico flexx works quite well for navigation and as shown in the obstacle
avoidance test the robot are able to navigate around obstacles and find its way to
the target. However it is dependant on features in the image, and because of the
relative short range, these has to be close to the camera. It also require that the
environment is reflective so that enough IR light is returned to the camera. If the
environment is black (not dark), is would have trouble finding any features at all
because of the low amount of returned IR light. This problem could be reduced
by using ToF cameras with a stronger light source, but usually these cameras are
considerably larger and heavier than the camera used in this project.
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7.1.2 Obstacle avoidance and detection

The segmentation algorithm seems to be working quite well. The robot was
successful in detecting and avoiding all of the obstacles during the test.

Some of the drawbacks with the implementation is that it is hard to separate an
object in the path and for example a wall along the path. Since segmentation
is used, where thresholding is the metric to separate the different segments, a
wall in the seen in the image will turn out to be a set of several segments placed
in a row. This isn’t a problem for the obstacle avoidance system implemented,
it doesn’t care what the the obstacles are, but it do generate a lot of segments
that are unnecessary. Because of this, when a wall is observed in the image, a
lot of obstacles are generated in the obstacle avoidance system. This increases
computation time, and should be avoided one an embedded system by finding
another solution to process walls.

7.1.3 Tracking

The tracking seems to work well within the range of the camera, however when
the distance reaches the maximal range of the camera, the intensity of the picture
reduces as well as salt and pepper noise start to show up. A possible solution
to handle the reduced intensity is to lower the threshold of the summation over
the window, but that might also increase the amount of false positives in the
area close to the camera where the intensity is still strong. The algorithm do
however work well within the range of the camera, and because of the use of the
segmented areas found in obstacle avoidance processing time is reduced, which
is practical on embedded system where computational power isn’t an abundant
resource.

7.2 Further work

7.2.1 Improve pose estimation

The robot has a series of sensors, but this data is just weighted by constants based
upon the credibility of the sensor information. A better approach would be to
implement a model based Kalman filter, model the sensors, as well as the noise. A
common solution when using SLAM in robotics is to fuse the pose estimate from
the SLAM algorithm in a Kalman filter with the other measurements. Another
approach would be to fuse the measurements in the SLAM algorithm itself, which
overall could improve the performance of the mapping and localization. It exist
SLAM algorithms that make use of IMU-data, but a step up would be to include
all the data available.
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7.2.2 Other SLAM algorithms

The scope of this thesis was limited to only one SLAM algorithm, an indirect
one. However it could be of interest to test ToF camera with different kinds of
SLAM algorithm, especially testing with a direct SLAM algorithm and compare
the performance. Since features are harder to find at some range, it might happen
that direct SLAM algorithms perform better.

7.2.3 Adapt SLAM to ToF

In the project the ToF camera has been used as any other depth camera in
ORB SLAM, where the IR image replaces the standard camera image. However
as discussed in the background theory about ToF, the camera has some
interesting properties with the IR image. The Gaussian of the measurement
could be estimated based upon the intensity of the pixels in the IR image. In
other words, a low value on the IR pixel mean a corresponding uncertain depth
estimate. This information could be useful in SLAM algorithms to improve the
performance and filter out feature points where the depth is uncertain.

7.2.4 Preprocess the ToF IR image

During the testing ORB SLAM had some struggles finding enough feature points
in the IR-image to work properly, which was solved by tweaking some of the
hyper parameters of the algorithm. A solution could be to preprocess the image
to make the edges in image clearer for the ORB extractor, for example increasing
the contrast in the image or use a filter to sharpen the the picture.

7.3 Conclusion

The time of flight camera is a capable sensor in the question of navigation and
obstacle detection. It does however have some limitations in regards to range,
and is quite dependable upon the amount of features and how reflective the
environment is to work properly. Within its range and preferred environment the
sensor seems to be a good alternative active visual sensor in regards til its size
and light weight.
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Appendix A

Setting up ORB SLAM

launch>
<node name="orb slam2 rgbd" pkg="orb slam2 ros"
type="orb_slam2_ros_rgbhd" args="
$(find orb slam2 ros)/orb slam2/Vocabulary/ORBvoc.txt
$(find orb_slam2_ros)/orb_slam2/config/pico_flexx.yaml"
output="screen">
<remap from="/camera/rgb/image raw" to="/tof/tof/ir/image raw" />
<remap from="/camera/depth registered/image raw" to="/tof/tof/depth/image raw" />

<param
<param "publish pose" type="bool" value="true" />
<param ocalize_only" type="bool" value="false" />
<param ‘reset map" type="bool" value="false" />
<param i | e id" type="string" value="map" />
<param "camera_frame_id" type="string" value="camera_link" />
<param name="min num kf in map" type="int"

</node>
</launch>

Figure A.1: launch file to start orb slam 2
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Figure A.2: Pico flexx config file
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