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Appendix S: Information retrieval 

To collect information for this Master’s thesis, several sources were utilized. Firstly, 

knowledge was gained from the specialization project reports and Master’s theses of students 

previously participating in Olympiatoppen’s Forsprang 2018 project, which were available at 

the institute. Secondly, NTNU’s databases were employed, in which Google Scholar and Oria 

were most heavily used. These databases consist of enormous amounts of publications. For 

example, Google Scholar is estimated to contain 160 billion documents [127]. In searching 

for specific information, operators such as “AND”, “OR” and “phrase” were used to find the 

most accurate information. Synonyms were used in cases were preferred information could 

not be found or to include different terms explaining the same phenomena. An example of the 

use of these operators is shown in the figure below in the search for published work on 

nanostructures in relation to ski- or ice friction. General Google searches were limited to 

certain searches, like material data sheets, product specifications, and some definitions. 

EndNote was used as a tool for efficient and correct referencing, with Numbered referencing 

style. Firsthand references were always used when available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


