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4. New infrastructure’s influence on four firms  

 

4.1 Background 

As mentioned in Section 1, Bråthen and Hervik (1997) presented ex post benefit-cost 

analyses (CBA) of five fixed links, based on econometric estimates of the traffic demand 

functions. This CBA method is in accordance with the recommendations from the 

Norwegian road authorities, and conforms with practice in, for example, the UK. These 

analyses were compared with the ex ante CBA that were done during the project planning 

process. These fixed links have replaced ferry connections during a time span of ten 

years. An informal survey among 100 firms was also presented, to study the firms’ 

adaptation to the improved infrastructure regarding supplier/customer networks. The 

firms were selected among industries that a priori were expected to have the greatest 

benefits from transport infrastructure improvements. The phone survey was carried out 

among firms at the islands that were connected to the mainland by the Ålesund and Askøy 

fixed links. The industries comprised competitive industries (fish processing, engineering, 

furniture and construction) located on the islands.  

The survey showed that 10 per cent of the firms reported a perceived significant 

improvement in especially market related network activities (contacts with suppliers and 

customers) because of the improvements in infrastructure. These firms had relatively high 

rankings regarding whether the improved infrastructure had affected the relations with 

suppliers and customers. From theory, the perceived improvements could indicate 

technological externalities through spreading of knowledge working through the firms’ 

production functions. It could also be a sign of pecuniary externalities working through 

markets. This result gave reasons to do a more thorough examination of how firms in the 

area adapted to the new infrastructure. 

The two fixed links have common hallmarks. They connect islands to mainland cities. 

Both islands are characterised by extensive commuting towards the city centre, thus 

serving as “suburban islands”. The investments are financed by tolls levied on the road 

users. A single ticket for car costs about NOK 50 (at Askøy a return ticket is paid). Fig. 4 

illustrates the position of the fixed links, which are indicated by the bold lines in the 

enlarged sections.    
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Fig. 4   The Bergen/Askøy and Ålesund connections  
     (Source: Norwegian Mapping Authorities) 

 

4.2 The case study 

A multiple case study approach is used in this paper. To have a closer look into if there is 

possible to trace any indications on cumulative growth in these areas, in-depth interviews 

with respondents from four firms were carried out. These firms were selected from the 
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