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This booklet in t roduces some of the inhabi tants 
of Tokyo, in order to give the reader a broader 
understanding of Tokyo’s divers i ty . I t is based on my 
personal observat ions and conversat ions dur ing my 
stay in Japan, and i t is not a sc ient i f ic survey. 

In every character ’s descr ip t ion there is a smal l por t ion 
of in format ion about the Japanese society in terms of 
socia l , economic, demographic and cul tura l aspects. 
When planning for the future, our v is ions ul t imate ly 
af fect the whole society and the behavioro logy of 
people.  You can basical ly t race important values of 
the communi ty i f you observe the people who inhabi t 
the c i ty .

TOKYO CHARACTERS



Amateur Photographer



The ret i red salaryman has of ten a great in terest in 
photography. He spends much t ime walk ing around 
tak ing pic tures of nature, people dressed in k imono and 
at tends specia l events such as f i rework fest iva ls. He 
has lots of long desi red sparet ime to use on hobbies. 

ACTIVITIES

DESCRIPTION

Water p lants, c leaning house.

Taking pic tures, tea ceremony

At tends fest iva ls and blossom 
viewing (hanami/momi j i)

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly



Archi tect Nin ja



A young guy who works at an archi tecture studio 
in downtown Tokyo. Spends up to 18 hours a day 
work ing, and s leeps ei ther at the of f ice or at a manga 
cafe to save valuable t ime. Di l l igent user of the local 
convenience stores. He st i l l  l ives wi th his parents.

ACTIVITIES

Working

Work ing and goes to izakaya

Goes to Europe for inspi rat ion

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Biker Woman



A “Mamachar i ” b ike is said to be a cul tura l icon of 
Japan, the stat ion wagon of the urban nuclear fami ly . 
Mothers use th is b ike to get around and do thei r dai ly 
chores. Of ten seen carry ing up to three chi ldren on the 
bike, tak ing them to the k indergarden or school . 

ACTIVITIES

Bik ing, shopping, doing chores

Takes chi ldren for a picnic

Vis i t a new places by bike

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Commercia l Guy + Signholder Gir l



You can f ind al l  k inds of employment in Tokyo. People 
dressed up wi th commercia l costumes and s igns are 
a common sight in enter ta inment d is t r ic ts such as 
Shibuya and Shin juku. They spend much t ime in the 
st reets, d is t r ibut ing napkins and fans to customers. 

ACTIVITIES

Promot ing products in the st reets

Promot ing izakayas (eat & dr ink)

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Construct ion Worker in Big Pants



Tokyo has one of the wor ld’s h ighest construct ion/
demol i t ion rate per sq.m per year. Dwel l ings in Tokyo 
only has an average l i fe span of 25 years. On the 
construct ion s i tes you can see workers wear ing 
t radi t ional out f i ts , designed for a high f lex ib l i ty that 
makes c l imbing scaf fo ld ings more easy.
ACTIVITIES

Bui lds or demol ish, c l imbs 
scaf fo ld ings

Goes for izakaya wi th co-workers

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Costume Karaoke Singer



Karaoke is a popular “spor t ” in Tokyo’s urban jungle. 
Fr iends and co-workers go together to escape the 
dai ly chase and s ing ‘ t i l l  i t  hur ts ’ in smal l booths at 
a karaoke hote l . The more dedicated s ingers arrange 
karaoke par t ies wi th thei r own costume wardrobe. 

ACTIVITIES

Works/studies

Sings karaoke

Arranges karaoke dress-up par ty

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Hik ing Gir l



Mountain hik ing is becoming more popular among 
young people, especia l ly young, independent women. 
The hik ing fashion is a lmost as important as hik ing 
i tse l f , and the newest fashion can be found in popular 
h ik ing magazines in the convenience stores. 

ACTIVITIES

Reads hik ing magazines

Goes on hik ing t r ips to nearby 
mounta ins l ike Takao-san

Tr ip to Mt. Fuj i

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Juggler



In parks such as Yoyogi Koen you can f ind people 
doing al l  k inds of act iv i t ies. One type is the Juggler . 
He pract ices his sk i l ls and meet other fe l low jugglers 
who share thei r exper ience and per form together . 

ACTIVITIES

Works/studies

Pract ices juggl ing in a large park

At tends juggl ing events

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Harajuku Fashion Guy



Guys who are extremly interested in fashion and t rends 
usual ly hang out in Harajuku to show thei r la test catch 
and look for the latest news. They are urban creatures 
that enjoy to hang out at cafés and crowded spots. 
They love to hike to the top of Shibuya109 Dep. Store. 

ACTIVITIES

Reads fashion magazines

Stro l ls around Harajuku main 
st reet

Travels to Europe for shopping

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Harajuku Fashion Dol l



A fashion gi r l  who loves to dress up l ike a dol l .  She 
t ravels to Harajuku every weekend wi th her new out f i t 
in a cute, p ink sui tcase. Then she gets dressed in a 
cafe or a dressing booth, ready to st ro l l  around for 
severa l hours. Usual ly h igh scool or col lege students.

ACTIVITIES

Studies, buys make-up 

Dresses up in Harajuku

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Geisha



A geisha is a t radi t ional female enter ta iner who acts 
as hostess and whose ski l ls inc lude per forming var ious 
Japanese ar ts such as c lass ica l music, dance and 
games. Most ly found in Kyoto today, but there are 
rumours of geisha l iv ing in Tokyo’s Kagurazaka dis t r ic t . 

ACTIVITIES

Unknown

Enter ta ins at c losed events

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Karate Performer



Karate is a t radi t ional Japanese mart ia l ar t , a l though 
basebal l and soccer are far popular amongst k ids in 
Japan today. St i l l  some of the oldest dojo’s in Tokyo 
are open and pract ic ing today. There you can f ind old 
and young, f ight ing together to keep a good heal th. 

ACTIVITIES

Exerc ises

Exerc ises

At tends tournaments

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Koban Pol ice of f icer



A koban (pol icebox) is usual ly found in every 
neighbourhood wi th in a cer ta in dis tance. The pol iceman 
keeps the communi ty safe and provides many serv ices 
for the local communi ty . Cr ime is basical ly non-exis tent 
in Tokyo, a rare phenomenon for such a megaci ty . 

ACTIVITIES

Safeguards the neighbourhoods

Helps tour is ts to f ind thei r hote ls

Guides the crowds at large 
fest iva ls and events

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Maid



A maid cafe is a phenomenon or ig inat ing f rom Akihabara, 
the “e lect r ic town”, where female wai ters dress up as 
maids to enter ta in thei r male c l ients. They play cute 
games and serve cute cakes. I t most ly at t racts otaku 
(anime nerds) and lonely salarymen. 

ACTIVITIES

Works at a maid café

Works at a maid café

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Mr. & Mrs Watanabe



Mr. and Mrs. Watanabe represent the nuclear fami ly in 
Japan. Mr. Watanabe spends much t ime work ing, whi le 
Mrs. Watanabe takes care of the k ids and the dai ly 
chores. This pat tern is now changing, as the women 
are get t ing more independent f rom thei r fami l ies (and 
becomes “Hik ing Gir l ”)
ACTIVITIES

Mr. Watanabe works, Mrs. 
Watanabe does dai ly chores.

Go for a picnic 

Vis i t re lat ives in thei r hometown 
outs ide Tokyo

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Old Lady



Japanese women have the wor lds highest expected 
l i fe rate of 86.1 years, and the elder ly populat ion is 
becoming an increasing issue for the society in Japan. 
Many old women take par t of the dai ly l i fe in the c i ty , 
tending plants and keeping the communi ty t idy.

ACTIVITIES

Waters plants, helps out in the 
fami ly cafe

Speakss wi th neighbours 

At tends fest iva ls and hanami

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Pachinco Player



Pachinco (pinbal l) is a popular act iv i ty af ter work for 
many of f ice workers. The game hal ls are of ten very 
noisy, fu l l  of smoke and has basical ly no windows, 
creat ing a very enclosed atmosphere. Pachinco players 
usual ly p lays alone.  

ACTIVITIES

Works in a corporate of f ice, 
p lays pachinco

Plays pachinco

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Parasi te s ingle



This is a s ingle person who l ives wi th his/her parents 
beyond the late twent ies in order to enjoy a caref ree 
and comfor table l i fe . Housing costs in Japanese c i t ies 
are extremly high, therefore moving out as a s ingle 
would cer ta in ly cause a drop in l iv ing standard.

ACTIVITIES

Either works as a salaryman or 
as a “ f reeter” ( f reelancer)

Plays pachinco

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Ramen Chef



Ramen noodle is one of the most common fast food 
types in Japan, popular among busy salaraymen whose 
t ime is a scarc i ty . People general ly spend l i t t le t ime 
to cook themselves, therefore the food industry has 
specia l ized to reduce the t ime people spend on eat ing. 

ACTIVITIES

Cooks ramen

Cooks ramen

Has his own ramen stand at 
st reet fest iva ls

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Rockabi l ly Per former



Tokyo Rockabi l ly Club is a c lub for people obsessed wi th 
the 50’s l i festy le. They ref lect thei r fasc inat ion to the 
extreme wi th thei r c lothes, hai rs ty le and dancemoves 
at thei r weekly per formances at Yoyogi park. People 
wi th a specia l in terest of ten takes i t to the extreme. 

ACTIVITIES

Unknown

50’s dance per formance in 
Yoyogi park.

Per forms at ret ro rock fest iva ls

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Salaryman



The salaryman l ives in the suburbs and spends 1-2 
hours every day commut ing to his workplace in Tokyo’s 
business dis t r ic ts . He works at a corporate of f ice and 
spends much t ime work ing. Af ter work he of ten goes 
wi th his boss or co-workers for izakaya or karaoke. 

ACTIVITIES

Commutes, works

Dr inks wi th co-workers, s leeps 
at capsule hote l

One week vacat ion to al l  over 
Europe

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



School Boy & Gir l



Japanese pupi ls have to wear a school uni form. Due 
to the high grade of secur i ty in Japanese c i t ies, young 
chi ldren can t ravel safet ly a lone on the metro network 
to thei r school . The playgrounds of e lementary schools 
are used as evacuat ion zones in case of emergency.

ACTIVITIES

Studies

Reads comics and plays

Vacat ion wi th fami ly

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Sumo Wrest ler



I t  is not a common sight , but you wi l l  recognise a sumo 
wrest ler when you see one. Most wrest lers are requi red 
to l ive in communal “sumo tra in ing stables” where al l 
aspects of thei r dai ly l ives, f rom meals to thei r manner 
of dress, are dic tated by st r ic t t radi t ion.

ACTIVITIES

Trains

Trains, prepares for tournaments

Major tournament in Ryogoku, 
last ing for 15 days

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Too Tal l Fore igner



Loads of westerners are at t racted to v is i t and l ive in  
Japan, but st i l l  they const i tu te a very smal l percentage  
of the overa l l  populat ion (0,6%) in a very homogenus 
country. But they usual ly stand out as ta l ler than the 
average Japanese, and are easy to spot in the crowd. 

ACTIVITIES

Works as Engl ish teacher

Makes t r ips to Tokyo’s surrounds

Travels to Kyoto or Hokkaido

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Tanuki



A tanuki is a myth ica l creature that br ings good luck to 
whoever touches i t . Statues of tanuki are of ten found 
in pr ivate gardens and in f ront of res ident ia l houses 
and are therefore a common sight in the dai ly l i fe . 

ACTIVITIES

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION



Train Crowd Pusher



The t ra in of f icers main task is to make sure that the 
t ra ins keep thei r scheduled arr iva l and depar tures. 
Many fore igners bel ieve that they push people onto 
to the t ra in, but th is only happens on specia l crowded 
events such as annual f i rework fest iva ls. 

ACTIVITIES

Patro ls the stat ions and guides 
the t ra ins and people

Unknown

Executes means of crowd contro l 
on the stat ions at seasonal 
fest iva ls

Dai ly :

Weekend

Seasonal/year ly

DESCRIPTION
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