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Abstract

Master thesis aims to glimpse to the implementation of children’s rights in Azerbaijan
within the frames of newly launched institution “Child Ambassadors Council”. The
elements of children’s participation right have been presented and shown. Moreover, the
world is progressing and digitalizing. The utilization of high techs in the process of
promotion and implementation of children’s rights is also described. In many states
children’s rights policy is being progressed. A lot of international and national
frameworks, as well as organizations try to ease the governments’ child policies by
launching several aid programs.

Aim of the master thesis is to examine the government’s implementation on children’s
rights. The launched institution “Child Ambassadors Council” is new and innovative
strategy in implementation of children’s right in Azerbaijan. Further, the master thesis
can also be informative for viewing the child policy in neighbouring states such as Russia
and Turkey. Azerbaijan’s child policy is being regulated by the help of CRC and National
Law on Children’s Rights. Government is interested in to invest on child policy and detect
the child abuse. To progress the child policy, specific programs are needed. For instance,
Child Parliaments and Child Ambassador Councils.

Interviews and diaries are used for the investigation of launched institution. Interviews
are concluded with authorities, and child ambassadors were asked to join to both:
interviews and diaries method. The view towards children’s liberties and transitions as
citizens is being progressed not only in Global North, but also in Global South. Azerbaijan
is the country contrasts. The country has gone through military hardening period. Civil
war, 1%t and 2" Karabakh Wars affected the human policy of the country. However, state
regulates the implementation of human policy. Further discussions on implementation of
child policy, the Azerbaijani model of protection and provision of children’s rights is
discussed in the master thesis. As a result, the understandings of CRC and National Law
have been examined. The objectives of launched institution, expectations of and from
both child ambassadors and state committee were clarified. The role of committee as a
bridge was described in the master thesis.
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CHAPTER 1
1.0 INTRODUCTION

This chapter provides general view about the master thesis’s aim, research questions, topic,
inspiration, and gap of the research. Besides, the overview of the other chapters is concluded
and remained explored. The topic on the Children’s Rights in Azerbaijan is extremely
interesting and unexplored. Moreover, the data about Azerbaijani practice could also be
associated with the practices of neighbouring countries as Turkey, Georgia, Armenia, and
Russia. As Azerbaijan is between Europe and Asia, and combines cultural, ethnical, religious
diversity the research on childhoods in that geography within the frames of children’s rights
would be interesting and attracting to know about. The information about “Child Ambassadors
Council” institution is provided widely. As Azerbaijan is integrating to western society and
values, the rights of children and implementation of CRC is becoming more popular. “Child
Ambassadors Council” institution established by The State Committee for Family, Women and
Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

1.1 Topic and Aim

The master thesis aims to get knowledge about the implementation of the UN Convention of
the Rights of the Child in Azerbaijan. The implementation of these rights is crucial for
development of child policy globally. I also aim to investigate children’s rights to participation
in Azerbaijan. The implementation of CRC, the use of National Law on Children’s Rights and
children’s impact on the child policy is going to be explored within the newly established
institution “Child Ambassadors Council”. This institution has been established in 2020 by The
State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
(modern.az, 2020). This institution is the logical continuation of the “Children’s Parliament”
institution. “Child Ambassadors Council” institution was established in the year of 2020 by The
State Committee for Family, Women and Child Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan (Ails,
Qadin va Usaq Problemlari Gzra Dévlst Komitasi - Usaq Safirlar Maclisi, 2019). “Child
Ambassadors Council” aims to promote children’s rights. Additionally, this institution attempts
to encourage children to express their thoughts, participate in decision-making process and
notify the council about violation of children’s rights. More information about the institution is
presented in the 2" chapter.

Governments are choosing their strategies of monitoring child policy in different ways. As an
example, some states create municipal organizations of children while others try to monitor
the implementation of children’s rights by authorities. The master thesis is going to explore
the perspectives of adult and child participants on this launched institution within the frames
of CRC and National Law on Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Besides the daily
lives of ambassadors and their activism in the implementation of children’s rights are going to
be investigated. As the national law indicates, several institutions must cooperate with one
another for the implementation of children’s rights, I am going to examine how the
cooperation between several institutions are being established. The role of government
committee as mediators would have a significant impact on the implementation of children’s
rights. Also, it is another aim to glimpse on the strategy of the “Child Ambassadors Council”
institution and view the legacy that the authorities set. The main principles of Convention on
the Rights of the Children are based on the best interest of the child, development, provision
of basic needs, inclusion, equality, and non-discrimination.
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Azerbaijan is the country of frequent changes and revolutions. Not only society, but also
government policy on different issues are being changed frequently. Childhood is never-
ending period and only changeable variable is the form of the childhoods (Qvortrup, 2009).
The shape of childhood is also changing in Azerbaijan. Comparing the years of my childhood to
children’s lives in Azerbaijan today, I can assume that modern childhood is “computerised”. In
my childhood children used to play and spend their time outside and street was one of the
educative institutions. But these days, due to my personal experiences, parents rarely allow
their children to play outside. Also, children are not willing to go out. They prefer staying
indoors and surfing on the internet. This is one of the possible examples of the change in
childhoods.

The perspectives and views of the government on children’s rights have also changed.
Government has revised the National Law on Children’s Rights several times and the rights
were adjusted to the demands of Convention on the Rights of the Child as Azerbaijan ratified
CRC. Moreover, government has also invested on NGOs several times, as an instance in the
year of 2020, 423 projects were funded (QHT-lare Doévlst Dastayi Surasi ve 26 qurum birga
grant musabigalarinin naticalarini agiglayib - Xabarlar | Azarbaycan Respublikasi Madaniyyat
Nazirliyi, 2020). These NGOs have also included projects about children and promotion of their
rights. The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of
Azerbaijan is the governmental institution which is considered as the ministry. The committee
tries to bring new ideas and new regulations for the development of child policy, additionally
the committee is monitoring the human policy of the government and responsible for the
protection of women'’s rights and preservation of family values. The committee also tries to
encourage young citizens for the peaceful assembly by launched projects such as hearings,
gatherings and meetings dedicated to several topics. Mostly, topics are being about the
education, protection of children’s rights, investigation of child abuse etc.

Azerbaijan is the country which is geographically situated between Asia, Europe, and Middle
East. Society is polyethnic and cultural values are constructed throughout history. In the
country where people, vales, culture is different and varies, the reaction of people can be
different to new changes and frameworks. Although Azerbaijan is a home for several
nationalities and religions, everyone considers themselves as a part of Azerbaijanian society.
However, traditionalist and open approaches can be observed to new millennial regulations.

Azerbaijan is the country which is rich for oil and gas. The country makes good amount of
money on exportation. Government invests in many sectors. The country is often compared to
the European countries and it is trying to integrate to western society. Azerbaijan has joined
the EU partnership program in 2009, hence, the corruption in different structures was the
main burden for integrity (Alieva, 2014). Meanwhile, President of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
Mr. Ilham Aliyev has also declared that the government is fighting against corruption and
revolutionary changes are being observed in the battle against corruption (Ilham Aliyev was
interviewed by the U.S. Fox News TV channel, 2020).

Doing research in the context of Azerbaijan would be interesting and challenging. The

historical path and recent development of the country cannot be underestimated. Changes of

government policies, war and economic crisis which lasted until 1993 has truly influenced the

lives of citizens. Fortunately, the development of the state has been progressed starting from

the year of 1994. In the year of 1994, Azerbaijan has signed “The Contract of the Century”

(The contract of the century - a national strategy for success | Who we are | Home, 2020).
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This contract assisted the government to attract capital income by the help of oil export. The
capital that recieved was spent on the several directions such as - human policy — Azerbaijan
had over 1 million inner refugees (Refugees, 1996) as people were forced to leave their
homes. Government built facilities for those people. Moreover, the following issues have been
progressed: education - the Soviet system and syllabus had to be changed and modernized,
army building - as Azerbaijan had the threat of second Karabakh war, development of city
planning and global investment. Azerbaijan is still fast-progressive country, and the
government tries to mitigate and develop human and child policy (Azerbaijan country profile,
2021). Azerbaijan has been fast progressing throughout the years of independency and
country is trying to adjust to the new, modern world by preserving its cultural values.

The participation of children within the frames of several institutions such as family, NGOs,
educational will also be investigated to fulfill the master thesis. Researching in the geography
of Azerbaijan; presentation of Azerbaijani model of childhood and implementation of CRC in
the country is not easy. The reason is this topic has not been investigated by scholars
previously. However, Azerbaijan has also a lot of values that other countries are taking an
example of. Azerbaijan is poly-ethnic country and there is no discrimination against any ethnic
groups or religious minorities (Azerbaijan is a model of multiculturalism and tolerance -
Diplomat magazine, 2014). The President of Azerbaijan Republic, Mr. Aliyev has also
announced the year of 2016 as "The year of Multiculturalism” (Azarbaycan Prezidentinin Rasmi
internet sahifasi - SONODLOR » Sarancamlar, 2016). During the year of multiculturalism
Azerbaijan has hosted many international events on non-discrimination towards ethnic and
religious minorities. Azerbaijani model of multiculturalism is an example to the world countries
(Stilo, 2020), there are some practices to learn from Azerbaijani model of multiculturalism.

The National Law on Children’s Rights is another crucial legal framework for the
implementation of CRC. This law is a legal basis for government organizations while decision-
making and it provides children with range of rights. Further information about the law will be
presented in the following chapters. National Law encourages the responsible institutions, as
well as government and non-government organizations to involve children to different social
events and ensure their participation in decision-making processes. The state committee has
improved the “Children’s Parliament” institution; renamed and reframed the principles and
established “Child Ambassadors Council” institution. This institution covers new strategies and
tries to involve children to the range of hearings, meetings and gathering about children’s
rights issues. Children are given chance to express their viewpoints about several topics
concerned child policy. New institution can be called as the logical outcome of the previous
institution - “Children’s Parliament”.

1.2 Research Questions:

There is always a need for navigation, especially when you enter to the research and need to
focus on the priorities to find out the useful information for your project. At this point research
questions are functioning and assisting researchers/students for the development of the
research. The questions that had been designed to navigate the master thesis project:

e “How is the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) implemented and practiced
in Azerbaijan?

¢ “What are the main objectives of government policy on protecting children’s rights
within the frames of launched institution “Child Ambassadors Council” in Azerbaijan?”
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e “What are the expectations from/of child participants?” / “"How do these children plan
their daily lives and what kind of activities are they engaged to?”

¢ “What are the ideas and experiences of children who are engaged in the project?
(views of children)” / "What children understand and reflect on when it comes to the
CRC and National Law on Children’s Rights?”

The first and second pack of questions aims to entitle and investigate the government’s
viewpoints on children’s activism and the “"Convention for the Rights of Child”. Furthermore,
by examining the view of the government on children’s rights we get the key perspectives
about the “Child Ambassadors Council” institution. Additionally, legal framework of the
institution will be also presented and explained by the help of research questions and the
interview guide. The State Committee assisted me to reach the legal framework of the newly
organized institution. Investigation of the legal framework is important for the clarification of
the running institution’s outlines. Legal framework provides the obligation for the authorities
and rules for the child ambassadors. CRC's implementation in Azerbaijan within the frames of
investigated institution is specifically beneficial as Azerbaijan has ratified and modified the
CRC. Adjusted version of CRC is called “National Law on Children’s Rights of the Republic of
Azerbaijan”. Children’s freedom of expression within the frames of “Child Ambassadors
Council” institution can also be considered in the circle of interest of my master thesis.
Questions determine and cover the issues about the implementation of CRC and the efficiency
of National Law. Additionally, understanding children’s rights from the perspectives of children
and authorities; the further and initial strategy of the government policy on children’s rights
are considered as my research questions.

Third and fourth questions are aiming to explore the opportunities of child ambassadors and
their expectations from the project as participants. Right to participate is going to be
inspected as child ambassadors are functioning as the main participants of the institution
“Child Ambassadors Council”. They have the responsibilities of sharing and providing, as well
as, bringing up children’s voices into the office. Investigation will also include the exploration
of opportunities and limitation of the participants and institution. The question word “how” is a
key word to encompass the research. Examination of the methods that children are applying
in social activism and principles of implementation of CRC will also be undertaken. Besides,
child ambassadors’ daily lives will be investigated. Overall, all conducted questions aim to view
the institution from different perspectives. These perspectives create the ground for probing of
the implementation of CRC and National Law on Children’s Rights in Azerbaijan.

1.3 Research and Current Gap

The research in Azerbaijan and overall, in the geography where East meets West is
inspirational. Recent changes in state regulations, reforms in education system and children’s
rights policy have inspired me to examine the topic. Challenges and gaps of the research in
that geography, perhaps, should be mentioned. There is limited reliable information about
Azerbaijan’s state policy on human and children’s rights. Recent years, by the establishment
of the new specializations such as special needs education, socio-psychological support in
education, children’s rights and etc children’s wellbeing and child policy is being widely
developed. The lack of bibliographical resources is the comprehensiveness of the master
thesis. I have explored the research articles of the of the several countries and researchers
(Schmidt, and Shchurko, 2014; Alieva, 2014; DEGIRMENCIOGLU, 2010; Erbay, 2013
Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta, and Wilska, 2012 etc), and also read political agendas, law on
17



children’s rights while conducting the master thesis. Additionally, articles about post-Soviet
countries’ child policies will assist me to enrich my master project. Neighbouring countries and
Azerbaijan have shared and are sharing the common historical and cultural values. While
literature review, I will bargain the mutual components for the mentioned states. This will
have a comprehensive impact on my master thesis project.

Furthermore, research of children’s rights and child policy is important in the region of
Caucasus. Because researching in Azerbaijan’s child policy could give an overview about
Caucasus region and neighbouring countries. Caucasian countries almost share the same
cultural and societal values. As a consequence, data collection process can reveal the
elements of children’s participation and government’s efforts on provision and protection of
children’s rights not only in Azerbaijan but also in neighbouring states. While examining the
legal documents about children’s rights, “National Law on Children’s Rights” and "CRC" will
carefully be explored. The national law provides us not only with the rights that children are
provided with but also gives an outline about the obligations of the state policy. The literature
review and the practices of different countries on child policy, to be more concrete on
children’s parliaments and different unions will be examined. Unfortunately, lack of
bibliographical resources is burdening the referencing. Investigating the changes and new
framework in the afresh formed institution is very thought-provoking and inspirational to me.

1.4 What was the inspiration?

As a child social activist who played an active role and participated in many governmental and
non-governmental events the topic which includes children’s participation, especially in the
implementation of children’s rights, attracted me. Years back, as a kid who has been living
almost below the poverty line and was trying hard to change stereotypes of adults on
children’s rights by bringing up the voice of children to initial authorities, I could succeed to be
part of successful kids of my country. Observing the change of childhood, the efforts of the
government on the progress of child policy has inspired me. Especially, when I saw the
announcement of the state committee on open call for children to be participants in 2019, I
have made decision that, this will be my master thesis topic.

For shaping the “Children’s Parliament” in Azerbaijan, governors and institutions try to apply
experiences of developed countries. Cooperation of the several institutions for the
development of child policy is essential. Some of the articles of the national law determines
the importance of cooperation of institutions for the development of the child policy. Still, the
cooperation between institutions for the development of child policy need to be improved.
Additionally, society must also be educated about the government’s child policy. By the
establishment of new version of “Children’s Parliament”, authorities try to erudite not only
children, but also adults about children’s rights and implementation of CRC. Ratified
conventions, the mobility of children cannot stop the violence that children are coming across
in their daily lives. The agency of children is extremely significant for finding the solution to
violations. Shaping agency among children is the responsibility of institutions, NGOs, and
government ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglan hagqginda"”, 2020).

Development of child policy and human policy in Azerbaijan, investment on human capital is
observed recent years. The year of 2009 was announced as “Children’s Year” by the President
of the Republic of Azerbaijan ("103 - 2009-cu ilin "Usaq ili" elan edilmasi hagqinda", 2020)
and it was the revolutionary decision in terms of child policy. In 2009, government’s main
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focus was on balancing child policy. In the year of 2009, parliament revised the national law.
As a result, articles of national law were modernized and frames for the development of child
policy were set properly. Additionally, government maximized the focus on children’s
development and integrity. Charity campaigns for poor children and children who need special
care are being organized frequently. Social activism and volunteerism culture started to
develop from 2012 when Azerbaijan hosted Eurovision Song Contest. After the year of 2012,
Azerbaijan hosted many international events. A lot of volunteers from different regions of the
country were and are participating in these events. Progress of the “volunteerism” flow drew
the attention of the government. The year of 2017 was announced as the year of “Volunteers”
("Ravana Hasimova: 2020-ci ilin “Koénulltlar ili” elan olunmasi tarixi kénulltlik ananalarimiza
verilan an yuksak giymatdir", 2020). Volunteerism torrent has also been changing and society
started to take volunteerism seriously. Due to my observations, currently adults and children
are volunteering in many organizations. The view on volunteerism was biased several years
ago and people did not perceive the volunteerism as serious activity. Children’s volunteerism
and interest in participation is also becoming more relevant. This creates a beneficial
background for the development of children and child policy. The years of 2009 and 2017
were extremely crucial for the development of child policy and their activism.

New phase of children’s activism, which is more modern and westernized, at the same time,
local inspired me to choose this topic. Personal reflections on my childhood and my inner
interest on children’s rights; implementation of global rights of children has drawn my
attention. Establishment of the new institution by authorities to stimulate children’s rights is
the revolutionary step in the implementation of children’s rights. Newly founded and launched
institution which is the continuation of “Children’s Parliament” seemed like innovative
modification of the previous institution. Authorities are claiming that, new form of previous
institution is more modern, comprehensive and integrated.

Moreover, being the first student from Azerbaijan in this program stimulated me to have my
master thesis project done about the children of my country. My personal background as a
volunteer in NGOs and governmental organizations would help me to navigate the research.
Also, as a child participant of my country who has participated in the child policy of the
government and has tried to erudite other children about their own rights, viewing the
implementation of CRC as a master student and researcher is stimulating. As a result, I have
ended up formulating and choosing this topic to provide some information about the child
policy and implementation of children’s rights in Azerbaijan within the frames of “Child
Ambassadors Council” institution.

1.5 Thesis Chapters Overview

Introduction chapter - chapter 1 gives information about the general overview of the chosen
topic and master thesis. The chapter provides crucial information about the socio-political
geography of Azerbaijan, gives an outline about the promotion and implementation of
children’s rights within the frames of Azerbaijan Republic. Elaborative information on the
“Child Ambassadors Council” institution is also provided in the introduction chapter. The
chapter covers the aim of the topic, research questions and gaps of the chosen topic. As I
have mentioned above, the specific years that can be explained as the revolutionary,
reformism have been explored in the context of child policy. Chapter 2 - background chapter
provides larger information about Azerbaijan, the government’s policy on children’s rights.
Implementation of CRC in Azerbaijan — National Law on Children’s Rights have been explored.
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Moreover, children’s participations in different institutions such as - NGOs, educational,
family, and governmental organizations have been presented. Implementation of CRC and
national law was demonstrated. Some mutual elements on child policy with different countries
have also been investigated.

Chapter 3 - Theory chapter contains a presentation and discussion of the crucial points about
children’s political activism and their citizenships. Furthermore, chapter 3 also presents the
key perspectives of childhood studies and my master project. the discussions of childhood
studies have also been explained and linked to the investigated topic. Power issues, the
importance of time and space within the discussions of childhood studies have been
concluded. Chapter 4 covers the information about research methodology and methods,
sampling procedures, research design and ethics of the chosen topic. It also explores the
researcher role and the importance of chosen methods. The ethical challenges and difficulties
have also been mentioned in the methodology chapter.

Last three chapters are presenting the outcome of the data collection. These chapters are
providing the encompassed information about children’s and governors’ perspectives on the
implementation of children’s rights and the participation of children. Reflections of informants
during the data collection process within the frames of “Child Ambassadors Council” institution
are presented. These chapters include the answers to the chosen questions of the master
thesis. 5" and 6" chapters are exploring child and adult informants’ views and reflections
about “Child Ambassadors Council” institution. 7t" chapter is the discussion of the analyses
which is linked to the theoretical torrents that are chosen for the master thesis.
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CHAPTER II
2.0 Background of the study

This chapter is giving information about the child policy, institutional organizations,
implementation of CRC, National Law on Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan, and
children’s participation in Azerbaijan. Furthermore, the government policy and regulations on
children's rights in neighbouring countries are also presented. Specific issues on children’s
rights policy such as international and local frameworks have been explained and seen. For
understanding the country its geographical position, ethnic diversity and differences, history
and many more elements should be explored. This chapter gives an overview about
Azerbaijan, its social mental values and historical development of human and children’s rights.
The presentation of country is important to have a general idea about the lifestyle of the
inhabitants. At the same time chapter widely supplies information about children's rights and
its promotion within the frames of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The role of different institutions
- educational, NGOs and governmental, have also been demonstrated. The concept of
Children’s parliament in promotion of children’s rights and provision of CRC Article 12 has
been viewed as well. Reshaped and adjusted version of “Children’s Parliament” - “Child
Ambassadors Council” institution which is established by The State Committee for Family,
Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan investigated.

2.1 Overview about the country

Azerbaijan is a newly developing country which is trying to integrate to Western society.
Country has gone through different historical phases and gained independency after fall of
Soviet Union (Azerbaijan marks 28th anniversary of independence, 2020). But the country is
also known for being first democratic republic in Islamic East which was established on 28" of
May 1918 (Azerbaijan Democratic Republic: The first democratic, parliamentary, and secular
republic in the Islamic East - New Eastern Europe - A bimonthly news magazine dedicated to
Central and Eastern European affairs, 2020).

It is geographically found in the 40 parallel. Location of the country, historical background,
climate plays an essential role in the establishment of the characteristics of nationality. As a
nation Azerbaijanis are called “mountainous people” or “people from the mountains” as the
country is in the range of Caucasian Mountains along with Georgia Armenia and South part of
Russia — Dagestan. After being independent from Soviet Union Azerbaijan, faced a lot of
conflicts: inner and international. Unstable government policy, threats of civil war, and
Nagorno Karabakh conflict between Armenia and Azerbaijan resulted the decrease of the
population. People lost their hopes for the future development and integrity until Heydar
Aliyev came to the office (Umummilli Lider Heydar Sliyevin xalgimizin milli-manavi
dayarlarinin gorunub saxlanmasinda tarixi xidmatlari avazsizdir, 2021). After that,
Azerbaijan’s economic power started to grow by the help of oil and gas mines. Country started
to progress by the help of oil export capital. The human policy started to develop, and children
became one of the central policies of government.

On 19 May 1998 National Law on Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan was set up
("499-1Q - Usaq hiaquglar hagqginda"”, 2020). By the establishment of National Law on
Children’s Rights, child policy of state started to be one of the main focuses of the government
policy. As the human rights are considered as an umbrella term which covers children’s rights,

Azerbaijan started to launch revolutionary innovative programs for the development of its
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human rights policy. Death penalty was abolished, being a LGBT individual was not a crime
anymore since 2000 (LGBT Rights in Azerbaijan | Equaldex, 2020). According to these
revolutionary changes Azerbaijan could progress its human policy intensively and be
integrated to the developed countries.

However, child policy or else human policy was not the main target of the government.
Economic power and army building remained as a central target of the state policy.
Government’s budget was also focused on building of mining, discovery of natural resources,
agriculture etc. Still, government also invested in human policy - the rate of human
development index in Azerbaijan grew from 0.612 to 0.754 within the period of 25 years (|
Human Development Reports, 2020). Additionally, government’s anti-corruption policy
stimulated the growth and development of the human policy. It should also be emphasized
once again that, human policy is an umbrella term and “child policy” is lied under this
umbrella, especially within the frames of Azerbaijan Republic.
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Picture 1. Geographical location of Azerbaijan Republic (2020).

Government’s policy focused on the promotion of the country after the year of 2012.
Globalization processes and westernization resulted for hosting global events in the country.
Azerbaijan was extremely proud to host big international events such as Eurovision, World
Chess Championship, First European Games, Islamic Solidarity Games, and many other
events. Along with these cultural evets, Azerbaijan has also hosted many politically notable
events such as SDG meetings (Baku hosts conference Sustainable Development Goals on
women and development, 2020) and World Leaders’ Forum. All these events perfected the
integrity of the country to Global standards of human policy and assisted the development of
the child policy. These events have also opened Azerbaijan to outer world. People started to
take part in different exchange programs such as student exchange within the project of
Erasmus, etc., which played and is playing a significant role in the integration of society to
global values. Integrity, however, is the central goal of human policy in Azerbaijan. These
events are aiming to develop country’s own model of human policy. The use several beneficial
components of world practices, adjustment to the local community prospers the human policy
of the state.
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Further, as I have mentioned about war and government policy, after first Karabakh War,
there were more than 1 million inner refugees (Refugees, 2020) from Karabakh region and
half of them were children. This ended up with refugee crisis in the years of 1991-1995.
However, government has always taken care of refugees, especially children who were
categorized as “children who were forced to leave their houses” - “refugee children”, in
Azerbaijani language it would be called *macburi kdckin usaglan”. After the outbreak of 2"
Karabakh war which has stared on 27" of September 2020, the term has started to be
abolished due to the victory of Azerbaijan and restoration of territorial integrity. The peace
agreement with neighbouring Republic of Armenia has been concluded on 10" of November
2020 (Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Russia sign Nagorno-Karabakh peace deal, 2020). Post-war
situation will also play essential role in human policy of the country. Yet, the further goals of
the child and human policy in post-war situation is not set for refugee children.

2.1.2 Societal values — mentality of Azerbaijani people

Azerbaijan is a country where East meets West, where different nationalities have lived and
are living together. Throughout years, culture has been shaped and society has developed its
cultural and societal values - “unwritten laws”. Further, the religion has also impacted on
formulation of these laws. Azerbaijan is the country with Muslim majority population;
however, the largest Jewish community is in Azerbaijan among Muslim majority countries. As
the country is polyethnic, people must respect everyone despite the religious and cultural
practises of others. Society should take care of elderly people and respect women. Even in the
buses and metro the announcement recommends the passengers to respect children, elderly
people, preghant and disabled people. These values are constructed socially and historically.
Furthermore, the respect to national symbols, environment, historically preserved landmarks
should be kept in mind. Azerbaijanis are also taking care of inner migrants and the families of
martyrs. Azerbaijan has lost a lot of people due to Karabakh wars and a lot of people were
forced to leave their lands as a result of occupation. Moreover, it is important to treat their
guests well and welcome them anytime. Azerbaijanis are proud to have guests from abroad
and show them national values. It is not accepted to treat guests inappropriate. Additionally,
family institution in Azerbaijan is extremely important. Families are the main institutions
where children grow up and it is not common to see divorced people. Families try to upbring
their children properly as the proverb is saying “Usaq evin glizglusudir” which is translated as
“The child is the reflection of the family”. Divorce is the last option for Azerbaijani people. The
regulations on the constitution, educational law and several human policy papers are
promoting the respect and tolerance towards different nationalities, ethnic groups etc.

2.2 National Law on Children’s Rights

Azerbaijan has set up “National Law on Children’s Rights” on 19" of May 1998 ("499-IQ -
Usaq hlquglar hagqinda", 2020) as it was emphasized before. Therefore, the government of
Azerbaijan adjusted national law for children referring to the main principles of CRC. National
law was revised 12 times since it was established (in the years of 2001, 2002, 2004, 2007,
2008, 2009, 2010, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2018 and 2019). The changes have done by following
the general comments by the UN to stimulate the national law and adjust to world practises.
National Law on Children’s Rights is the legal framework of the government policy on children.
Law contains 5 chapters, 45 articles. Chapters are — general principles, child and family, child
and society, the protection of children who faced unfavourable conditions and conclusion. 44
articles provide information about children’s rights in several places and conditions.
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In the national law, it is written that government shall take the responsibility of detecting
creative and talented children and provide their sufficient education - article 23; children have
the right to get social aid - article 29; migrant, foster children and orphans shall be protected
by government; caretakers of children with special needs will have privileges etc ("499-1Q -
Usaq htiquglan hagginda", 2020). Moreover, societal values of Azerbaijani people are
preserved while law was accepted. The societal values are proudly well-maintained in small
countries and it applies to Azerbaijan as well. *Mentality” is often the ruling power of society.
Societal values of Azerbaijani people and “unwritten laws” of the society has been elaborated
in the previous paragraph. Moreover, as I have presented before, the exceptional care for
refugee children and their protection and integrity is delicately and positively constructed.

The crucial difference of the modified national version of the law is presented in the article 16.
Mentioned article demonstrates responsibilities of children and emphasizes the importance of
integrity. ("499-1Q - Usaqg hliquglar hagqinda", 2020). Responsibility for Azerbaijani children
is described as - to integrate to the world society, to be a respectful citizen in the interaction
with anyone, tolerate the ethnicity of the people, show the respect to their own and other
citizens with different nationalities, their traditions, and national symbols, preserve historical
venues and environment and be an educated citizen:

"Observing the rules of behaviour in society, getting acquainted with the state symbols of the
Republic of Azerbaijan, acquiring knowledge, preparing for useful activities, respecting the
rights and interests of parents, other citizens, traditions and cultural values of their people
and other peoples, preserving historical and cultural monuments, environment are the
responsibilities of children. It is the child's duty to protect and perform other duties provided
for by the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Awareness and fulfillment of these responsibilities by the child is achieved through
explanations and advocacy among children by parents, relevant authorities and educational
institutions. ”

National Law on the Right of the Child of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Article 16.

Logical conclusion of the article 16 is to ensure the integrity of children by to educating and
formulating the future citizen not only for the Republic of Azerbaijan, but also for the rest of
the world. Truthfulness is the focus of the children’s responsibility, as Azerbaijan is home for
different religions and ethnic groups where everyone can practise their traditions freely.
African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the Child is the adjusted form of UNCRC to
African countries. It has been published in the year of 1999 and includes 48 articles for the
protection of Children’s Rights in Africa continent. Yet, to describe briefly, African charter is
designed for the communities in African countries and undertake the general practices of
African people. ACRWC also determines the responsibilities of children which creates a
similarity between National Law on Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan and
ACRWC. However, ACRWC has shown responsibilities of children as fetching water, helping
household etc.

National law on children’s rights is stimulating NGOs, governmental organizations, trade

unions, municipalities to take part in provision and protection of children’s rights. These

institutions should also handle children’s participation rights - it is presented in the article 4
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("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglar hagqginda", 2020). It means that these mentioned institutions
should take the responsibility of aiding state in the regulation of children’s rights. The
document also provides the government with a clear outline of the responsibility on children’s
rights. All accepted decisions about children must bring “no harm” to children and practices of
children’s involvement and this is indicated in the article 5 of the National Law of the Republic
of Azerbaijan on Children’s Rights. Government should cooperate with institutions for
implementation of these rights. Violation of children’s rights can end up in court. Violation of
children’s rights in household, educational institutions, public places and etc must be reported
either to social workers or to the government administrations and government should take the
responsibility of investigation of the case ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglarn haqgqinda"”, 2020).
Therefore, parents, NGOs, educational institutions handle the implementation of children’s
rights. That means that government organizations and all mentioned institutions should
cooperate with each other to fulfil the national regulation.

National Law on Children’s Rights is established on the core of CRC. It is revised and advanced
legal framework for the children and people of Azerbaijan, as well as for the state.
Government’s efforts on implementation of these rights are observed in several ways -
launched projects and institutions for children, cooperation with different national and
international organizations and so on. But once again as a result of lack availability in rural
areas of the country the violation of children’s rights can be observed (UNICEF, 2019).
Trainings and education of people in the whole country would be beneficial for the further
development of implementation of children’s rights (UNICEF, 2009).

2.3 How protection, provision and participation is organised in Azerbaijan? - The
general overview in the region

Organization of ensuring key principles of CRC is the central goal of child policy in Azerbaijan.
However, we can come across with the violations of obeying these laws by educational
institutions and families. In this case government tries to balance and mitigate the violation by
the social and juridical aid if it is necessary. Family institution plays a vital role in the
formation of childhoods in Azerbaijan. It is also important for children to know their rights.
Researchers show that, children who learn their rights are being more responsible in their
behaviour towards others and environment (Ersoy, Balbag and Glirdogan Bayir, 2017).
Additionally, mobilization of the people in protection of children is not well-developed in the
context of Azerbaijan. The "mentality” - societal values are sometimes being challenge for the
monitoring of children’s rights. For instance, it is hard to come across with a child who would
report the abuse. Children would be afraid of being “outsiders” of society in case of reporting
the violation. Yet, with the use of internet, exploration of world practices people’s views on
reporting violation is changing. Positive changes in society encouraging members of society to
be aware of their rights and national regulations.

As I have mentioned above, according to the National Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan,
parents should take care of basic needs of children and formulate their responsibilities. This is
stated in the articles 8, 9, 11 etc. But along with family institution, many other organizations,
and institutions such as municipalities, NGOs, unions, trade organizations and etc should take
an active part in the monitoring of children’s rights ("499-IQ - Usaq hiquglari hagqginda",
2020).
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"The state controls the implementation. Relevant executive authority for protection of
children's rights in the Republic of Azerbaijan are judicial and prosecutor's offices,
municipalities, as well as public associations, trade unions organizations. Children in the
activities of these bodies, associations and organizations should be based on the principle of
superior protection of their rights.”

National Law on the Right of the Child of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Article 4.

Therefore, government organizations, educational institutions should have a plan for
promoting children’s rights and educating children about their rights ("499-1Q - Usaq
hiquglar hagqginda", 2020).

2.3.1 Educational institutions

In Azerbaijan educational institutions are mostly focused on teaching essential life skills. 9
years of schooling is mandatory. The curriculum provides outline about children’s rights.
Moreover, in the primary schools the subject “Life Sciences” are determining some principles
of human and children’s rights. Also, learning The Constitution of the Republic of Azerbaijan is
mandatory in high school. Constitution provides a legal framework of the rights and
obligations of Azerbaijani citizens. Unfortunately, most of the time, this subject is being
underestimated by pupils. But, in some university majors the subject is revised and taught.
Furthermore, the previous curriculum contained the subject of "Human and Society” which
was similar to the subject “Social Sciences”. Nevertheless, now the principles of human and
children’s rights are presented in the subjects such as “Geography”, “"Constitution of the
Republic of Azerbaijan”. The quantity of engagement of pupils to these subjects are not
calculated. Once again, I would like to mention the importance of the improvement of the
training of teachers which is also recommended by the UNICEF’s country report (UNICEF,
2009).

Educators are mostly seen as social models for pupils. School children are usually respecting
their tutors and having good relations with them (Muallim-sagird minasibatlari. Miallimin
pedoqoji faaliyyati, gabiliyyati ve ona verilan talablar, 2018). Teachers are also focusing on
building good relations with pupils. In the context of Asia, student-teacher relations are
negotiable, and some students even mitigate the relationship between students and teachers
as mediators (Wan Har Chong et al., 2010). This practice is applied in Azerbaijan as well. The
assistant of the class teacher is usually chosen by election. That representative is being
responsible for the organizing class meetings and monitor the efficiency of students. Reporting
problems of students, building the cooperation with school managers are the duties of
representatives. This practise is common in post-Soviet states. Also, in educational
institutions, social workers and psychologists are functioning. But what is the efficiency of
these staff members? In 2017, government tested the quality of work of school psychologist
and social workers (Baki maktablarinda psixologlarin isi yoxlanilir - son xeberler, 2020). This
was a monitoring for the quality check of social workers and school consultants.
Unfortunately, during the monitoring, some schools were detected that have passed incorrect
information to the government about the hired personnel about social workers and
psychologists (Baki maktablarinda psixologlarin isi yoxlanilir - son xeberler, 2020). As an
outcome, on 30™ of April 2020, the new framework for the school consultants and social
workers have been accepted by the policymakers (2020). This can lead to the progress of
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implementation of CRC, detection of violation of children’s rights and the progress of child
policy of government.

Furthermore, The National Law on Education provides clear view on integrity (article 3.0.10),
promotion of human rights (article 4.0.1) in education policy (Mekteb, 2020). Articles 19.9
and 19.17 says that, primary and middle school education should be based on learning life
skills, human rights and progress of society and development (Mekteb, 2020). This is a legal
frame for the school managers and policymakers in the educational institutions. Further, the
National Law on Education should also be considered while organization of school curriculum.
The curriculum must contain the legacy about CRC, and National Law on the Rights of the
Child. This would be crucial for preventing child abuse, violation of children’s rights and would
also assist children for knowing their legal benefits and rights. CRC Article 29 says that state
parties must ensure the mental and physical development of children, respect the freedom of
expression and principles of CRC, solve the gender parity problem while organizing education.
Fortunately, the gender parity problem is not often observed in the context of education in
Azerbaijan, although the sex-selective abortion is seen (UNICEF, 2019). Azerbaijani people are
trying to involve their children to all steps of education. Social media platforms are also
assisting to detect the violation of children’s education rights and solve the problems by the
assistance of legal frameworks.

The curriculum should not only be based on human rights, but it should also contain the
knowledge about humans’ and children’s rights (Nayir and Kepenekchi, 2011). Applying this
statement in the practice would be extremely beneficial for the acknowledgement and
promotion of CRC in the world practices. Municipalities, liberal institutions, NGOs can raise
questions and request for the change of curriculum and promote children’s rights in
educational institutions. Promotion and implementation of CRC in these institutions develop
children. Knowing their own rights, being acknowledged about CRC can save children from
violation and abuse.

2.3.2 NGOs

NGOs are playing undeniably essential role in children’s participation and raising their voices.
NGOs should be liberal, open to new ideas, and determine their work structure properly. NGOs
are often adjusted to the societal values of the countries. These values come from traditions
and experiences of the society.

Development of youth agency has started in the beginning of 20" century with the
establishment of the “"Muslim youth organization” in Azerbaijan (muselman genclik teskilati -
Azadlig.az, 2020). Establishment of the organization was the first ever example of youth
mobility and agency in the country (Mamedova, 2010). This organization was aiming to
promote values of Islam, integrity, and modernity. Educating youth and prompting them for
development was another aim of the organization. Moreover, during the years of 1991-1993
the youth movement started to develop after the fall of Soviet Union. This development was
linked to the internal and external wars (Mamedova, 2010). It is obviously observed that the
agency of youth and young children has started due to resistance and social crisis, at least in
Azerbaijan. The unstable political regime, internal and external conflicts led young people and
children to unite. Cooperation and mobilization of youth and children is an example of the
development of the term “organization”. Unfortunately, due to the lack of soldiers, in the
period of 1%t Karabakh War, children have attended in the armed conflicts. Corrupt and non-
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developed government of newly re-established independent country led to violation of
children’s rights until the state has changed. However, losing the battles has weakened the
strength of cooperation and further development of mobilization by the help of several
organizations. However, government’s investments on human policy has developed the
concept of NGOs. Regrettably, children were the passive participants of the war in 2"
Karabakh battle, as some cities were targeted and bombarded. Many innocent people,
including children were victims of bombardments and some of them were orphaned because
of this violent act against the Republic of Azerbaijan. But with the liberation of occupied lands
and victory of country, people including young citizens have actively started to join to NGOs
and focus on self-development, education of their rights and obligations.
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Picture 2. Official logo of NUR CYPU (Nur UGIB, 2020)

Some NGOs are focusing on the promotion of Children’s Rights such as NUR CYPU (Children
and Youth Public Union). The main framework of the NGO is to promote children’s rights and
give children opportunity to develop and express their opinions. As I have also taken part in
NUR CYPU, the organization had a great impact on me. I have learnt and promoted children’s
rights in several trainings; was given an opportunity to participate in international projects
and have been acknowledged about UNICEF and its policy. The events were organized on
special occasions such as children’s protection day, labour day etc. The organization has been
nominated several times for their contribution to children’s rights policy by local and
international organizations (modern.az, 2020). NUR CYPU can be called one of the leading
NGOs on promotion of children’s rights. NGO tries to promote world values on children’s rights
and educate young people about their rights. NGO also organizes children’s mobilization and
provides children with the right of participation. Encouraging children to express their opinions
about different topics such as government policy on children’s rights, daily household concerns
etc is the significance of the NGO.

Today more than 120 NGOs are officially cooperating with the NAYORA (National Assembly of
Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan) and the general framework of NAYORA is to
develop “3Y"”s - developing youth organizations, policy, and cooperation (SALTO-YOUTH -
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Otlas - National Assembly of Youth Organizations of the Republic of Azerbaijan, 2020).
General policy of NAYORA is to develop NGOs with the assistance of children and youth.
Development of NGOs is a stimulating process for the children to develop their ability of
expression, promote and get knowledge about their rights and cooperate with stakeholders.
NAYORA is the assembly for all NGOs. By joining the assembly, NGOs should follow the
principles as well as “3Y” strategy. The strategy aims to develop the work of organizations,
the participation of youth and children, mobilization of mentioned categories under the
organizations.

The strategy and documents on regulations of NGOs based on children’s development and
designed with the frameworks of international standards. However, the disadvantage of the
NGO institution in Azerbaijan is, to be focused on children who live in populated and urban
areas of the country such as Baku and Gandja. Children in rural areas are in need of being
educated about their own rights and also to have an accessibility to participation. Violation of
children’s rights is mostly observed in rural areas and the major reason for high numbers of
abuse lies on the accessibility as well as lack of education on children’s rights. Municipal
management needs to be improved for educating people in the regions about children’s rights.
Training of the managers of NGOs needs to be focused on development (UNICEF, 2019).

2.3.3 Government policy

Azerbaijani government is focusing on providing children with full range of rights. Launching
new projects, cooperating with international organizations, integration to Global North has
improved the government policy on children’s rights. Government of Azerbaijan is taking
advice of UNICEF seriously for improving its child policy. Within the years of 1991-2019,
Azerbaijan has made huge steps for implementation of CRC. Monitoring of CRC is being
proceeded in several ways — Ombudsman of the Republic of Azerbaijan, The State Committee
for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, child police - well
trained inspectors (social workers and psychologists are involved). All these emphasized
organizations and launched programs assists government to monitor and explore child policy.
Additionally, reforms in healthcare and education system, as well as juvenile justice, social
justice have had positive effects and benefits for the implementation of children’s rights
(UNICEF, 2019). Reforms on inclusive education, building new schools, establishment of
parent-teacher-student associations, newly adopted framework for social services, full
immunization (UNICEF, 2019) are progressive examples of the government policy on
children’s rights.

However, social workers and youth workers are still being missed although universities
provide programs on social studies. Well-trained professionals are needed for the monitoring
and the implementation of the accepted government policies on children. Another gap of the
promotion of children’s rights is based on the lack facilities in rural schools and kindergartens.
All in all, low quality and lack quantity of educational facilities and personal, sex-selective
abortion, child marriages (UNICEF, 2019) are still observed Further policy should be focused
on the progress of mentioned concerns (UNICEF, 2019). Government should take care of
children’s upbringing along with the municipalities and governmental organization; these
institutions should assist state to monitor, promote, and provide each child with their legal
rights ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglari hagginda", 2020) and this is indicated in the National Law on
Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
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Currently, government is fighting against corruption, and Mr. Ilham Aliyev the President of
The Republic of Azerbaijan has admitted that fact (Ilham Aliyev was interviewed by the U.S.
Fox News TV channel, 2020). However, recent reforms and operations by government
authorities against corruption boosts the government policy on human rights. The core of
these reforms is to give more opportunities to younger generations for the state management.
Azerbaijan is trying to keep the balance of western integrity and local societal normative.

2.3.4 Family institution

Family institution is the environment where children are being raised. This is an important
institution which formulates children, their approaches to different life events, shapes young
people’s characters. In Azerbaijan, the importance of family institution is emphasized
culturally, and family is counted as a “small government”. Establishment of the family is seen
as an important step in the life of adults. Likewise, it is not accustomed to have children
before the official wedding ceremony is organized. Each family has their backgrounds,
upbringing styles and socio-economic position in society. The development of children differs
in family institutions. Cultural and religious backgrounds, schooling level, qualification of
parents in family institutions of Azerbaijan is full of contrasts. Separating children from
families is the worst case in terms of violation of children’s rights. Some researchers claim
that, taking children away from their families can be considered as a violation of children’s
rights which may cause psychological pressure and harm children emotionally (Forsbeg and
Vagli, 2006). Government tries to assist families with different social programs. Also, families
have right to ask for social and legal help in raising children ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglari
haqgqginda", 2020). Government provides parents with assistance if that is a necessity
according to the national law. Municipalities should also create spaces for organizing children’s
leisure time activities to support families. However, the main gap of cooperation between
families and government is observed in rural areas. Inhabitants of rural villages are usually
lacking the legal assistance of lawyers, social workers. The accessibility of rural children to
legal assistance and legal documents is still a big problem.

The absence of legal assistance for parents can be considered as the problematic issue in
Azerbaijan. Main reason is the society’s lack knowledge on legal frameworks and not knowing
their own rights. Although more than 70% of the population are internet users (Azerbaijan
Internet Usage and Telecommunications Reports, 2020). Society still faces the challenge to
utilize internet for the educational purposes. The absence of legal assistance for parents in
Russia (Schmidt and Shchurko, 2014) is frequently observed as well. Additionally, according
to National Law of Russian Federation and Family Code, expect parents, pedagogists,
psychologists and social workers must cooperate with families to bring up children's voices
(Annesa and Abaynaesa, 2017). This assumption is also determined in the National Law on
Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Article 11 and 16 regulates the obligations of
families/legal guardians on children; article 14 gives a clear view on children’s freedom of
speech in every institution including family ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglan hagqinda"”, 2020). CRC
article 18 states that parents are legal caretakers of children and responsible for the
upbringing of children. Family Code of The Russian Federation is limiting parents, the court is
controlled by government, so the liberty of child policy is under control of government in
Russia (Schmidt and Shchurko, 2014); however, the situation on juvenile justice system is
more liberal in Azerbaijan. Government has improved its system of justice, desks for free
counselling for children are organized (UNICEF, 2019).
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The participation right in decision-making process in Azerbaijani families and in the country
has been progressing. As Azerbaijan is listed as one the first countries in the world to give
women right to vote in 1918 (The first Muslim women granted the right to vote, 2020),
gender parity is not often observed in many families. Nevertheless, it is also not a secret that,
boys have more freedom in households rather than girls. Meanwhile, recent studies in Turkey
demonstrates that, the proportion of participation rights in families for girls is equalled to
9,7% while boys have 13,5% of influence on decision-making (Erbay, 2013). In Southern part
of Azerbaijan, government tries to erudite people on early marriages. This part of the country
is known for the high rate of early marriages. Children’s rights are not a static phenomenon
and it can be misinterpreted (Roose, and De Bie, 2008). Yet, it is fact that, children have
rights, and these rights must be respected by everyone. Industrialization and development of
high technologies ease the integrity of Azerbaijani families. Obviously, in modern family
institutions of Azerbaijan, girls have equal rights with boys.

Nevertheless, societal paradox on western integrity can be easily observed. Critics on Western
societies are mostly based on limiting parents’ role in upbringing and child-rearing policy with
juvenile justice (AnueBa and Abaynaesa, 2017). In Azerbaijan, society’s views on upbringing
is quite biased. Traditionalist parents usually think that they have right to interfere the lives of
their children even if they are mature enough. They are stating that "No matter how old they
are, still a child for us”. On the other hand, integrated families do not interfere the lives of
their children. Liberal, democratic and at the same time, authoritative types of families are
observed in Azerbaijan. Most of families are combining mentioned three types of upbringing in
the education of children. Families also try to focus on the development of their children by
joining them to several activity clubs. Family institution has changed since 1990s and early
2000s. Now, children have more chances to express their thoughts on several topic, join to
family discussions, make their own democratic decisions about their lives. Management of
family institution in Azerbaijan varies, however, it progresses, and children are becoming seen
as capable parts of the families. So, they are given chance to express themselves, their
wishes and join to the family discussions.

2.4 Children's Parliaments

The first ever children’s parliament in Azerbaijan was founded in 2006 and functioned for more
than 8 years (CHILDREN'S PARLIAMENT SET UP IN AZERBAIJAN, 2007). As it was
emphasized by authorities, the joint project with the cooperation of UNICEF (modern.az,
2020) aimed to provide children with participation rights. The goal of the parliament was to
provide children with expression of speech, cooperation of children with authorities, notifying
the authorities the violation of children’s rights, broader implementation of children’s rights
etc. One of the main goals of the project was to educate children and society about the rights
of the children. Many hearings were organised by the State Committee for Family, Women and
Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan (Parliamentary Hearing: Children’s problems in
Azerbaijan, 2014). These meetings, hearings and gatherings aimed to hear children’s concerns
about safety, further cooperation, and development of children’s agencies. In Azerbaijan,
some schools have also organized the “Children’s Parliament Council” institution. In some of
the schools of the Republic of Azerbaijan, this practice is still preserved. Besides, the strategy
aims to progress the school management by working in committees of school parliaments. The
significance of these school parliaments is the autonomy of decision-making by deputy school
children. Children are liberally making decisions about daily school tasks, organizing events,
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charity campaigns and fairs. The members of school parliaments are usually being chosen by
anonymous elections. Parents, caretakers, family members of children, teachers and students
can vote in the elections. It is usually children who control and organize the elections, school
managers are assisting children for the development of election. Every child can take part in
elections and be a candidate. Candidates are usually being encouraged to demonstrate the
work plan in case if they are going to be a member of the parliament. They must inform their
voters about their campaign. Azerbaijani model of school parliaments aims to create safe
space for concurrency among different schools and develop the personal life skills, leadership
of pupils (Nesimi adina orta mekteb- Mekteb Parlamenti, 2021). As well, Azerbaijani model of
child parliaments are usually based on the raising future leaders, developing integrity of
pupils, and involving them into decision-making process. Local model of Child Parliaments and
School Parliaments are mostly focused on integrity, mutual respect and development of life
skills as it is the main objective of the National Law on Children’s Rights ("499-1Q - Usaq
hiquglarn hagqinda", 2020).

Children’s Parliaments in Azerbaijan that were designed by the state committee were aiming
to provide the CRC article 12 - right to participate and 16 - right to build agency, mobilization
of children which is conducted by United Nations. Promotion of children’s rights is a necessity.
If children are acknowledged about their rights and if they actively take part in promotion of
their own rights the child policy of the government can be eased and fulfilled. Perception of
children and adults are different, and adults might understand the definition of children’s
participation in a different way (Skelton and Valetine, 2003). To avoid misunderstanding and
misinterpretation, mentors and social workers can be involved to the process. All in all,
children’s participation within the frames of institutions such as child parliaments, assemblies
and councils are creating basis for reflecting on children’s views and opinions. These
institutions assist provision of implementing and promoting of children’s rights.

2.5 Child Ambassadors Council — Chance for promotion of Children’s Rights and
bringing up children’s voices.

Children’s agencies in the provision of participation rights are important. It is the right of each
child to attend in the decision-making process (Lind, 2017). Providing children with
participation at the early ages can benefit their well-being and be useful for their adulthood
(VAN BUEREN, 2011). Resistance is often observed in children who are not given rights to
participate in decision-making process. The form of the resistance differs and is often
observed in the inter-generational relations (Franck and Nilsen, 2015). Cooperation of societal
groups would be beneficial for the progress (Curry, Mullins and Whitehouse, 2019) of
implementation of children’s rights. Moreover, the spatial opportunities are counted as one of
the essential elements in raising children’s voices. The balance and further progress can be
obtained by developing participation skills within the peer culture, near friends (Corsaro and
Eder, 1990), as well as in social, educational institutions and family institutions.

Child Ambassadors Council provides unique opportunity for building the agency of children.
Listening to young people’s voices, learning about children’s problems, and letting them to
participate in decision-making process, treating them as future citizens and leaders is a
guarantee of liberal and adequate society. As the national law takes the principle of integrity
as one of the main objectives ("499-1Q - Usaq hiiquglari hagqinda", 2020), provision of
participation of children in decision-making and bringing up their problems to the office would
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assist the integration of children to society. Moreover, it would assist government to construct
democratic values for children and progress the leadership skills of the children.

Child Ambassadors Council institution is a new implementation of The State Committee for
Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan. The council was launched in
January 2020 (Report.az, 2020). Child Ambassadors Council members were chosen through
internet and were invited to interviews. As it was mentioned several times, the council is a
logical outcome of the “Children’s Parliament” institution which started in the year of 2006
(CHILDREN'S PARLIAMENT SET UP IN AZERBAIJAN, 2007).

15 child ambassadors from 9 different districts of Azerbaijan take part in the institution. Age
category of these children is between 14-17. Regulations of the assembly were decided by the
state committee. Document for regulation is supplying clear outline about the purpose of the
project and duties of ambassadors. The document consists of 7 main articles. These articles
show the most important regulations not only for children, but also for the authorities. The
document was introduced to me and I could investigate key principles of the project. I was
highly satisfied while investigating the regulations of the project as it was following the
internationally ratified documents. The regulation statements are based on National Law on
Children’s Rights of Azerbaijan Republic and CRC. Institution aims to set up the following
habits: develop leadership skills; ensure expression of speech of children; provision of
participation rights (National Law Article 14, CRC Article 12); upbring socially active citizen; to
prevent the violation of children’s rights. Likewise, the institution regulations outline the
responsibilities of the council members. Common determined rules for the members of the
council are to treat one another in respectful way; to attend board meetings; complete tasks;
while decision making to follow “the best interest of the child” and focus on the development
of projects. It is prohibited to prejudice, bully, use hate speech and cyberbullying towards any
child or adult. Board members have more responsibilities. Members should participate in
monthly meetings, work on projects, schedule meetings, check the attendance and activity of
ambassadors, report the activities to state committee. Events are being organized by board
members, chairman and managers who are responsible for the institution. Thus, the content
and purpose of these meetings and tasks will be encompassed in data collection and will be
presented in analyses chapters - 5 and 6. The opportunities of children according to the
legacy are listed as to have active interaction with authorities; NGO leader; to raise children’s
voices to authorities; take part in decision-making process; develop leadership and
communication skills; entitle their knowledge on human and child policy of the country. The
responsibilities of the state committee are also listed in the regulations of the “Child
Ambassador Council” institution.

The Council members have met and held discussions on several topics since June 2020. The
disadvantage of the project is the global pandemics which is limiting the physical meetings
and activities for the council members. However, child ambassadors and State Committee for
Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan is cooperating with one
another. The first meeting has been organized on the 1% of June - Children’s Protection Day.
Online conference was in cooperation of children and authorities (State Committee for Family,
Women and Children Affairs of Azerbaijan Republic - The Chairperson of the State Committee
for Family, Women and Children Affairs congratulated children on the International Children's
Protection Day., 2020). Children have expressed their opinions on being responsible for
bringing up children’s voices to authorities. Further, chairman of the committee has
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encouraged children to report the violation of the children’s rights to the administration. The
open request of the chairman can be interpreted as a progressive cooperation between
children and authorities. Therefore, this could also burden children with more moral
responsibilities on their work as ambassadors. These meeting and hearings are being
organized often. The aim of the Child Ambassadors Council project’s is to follow “the best
interest of the child” and promote children’s rights.
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CHAPTER III
3.0 Theory Chapter

The aim of this chapter is to present theoretical reflections and findings that are closely
connected to the investigated topic. Viewing implementation of CRC and main arguments of
my master thesis, I have tried to mention about the importance of several issues. Power
relations, issues of time and space, children’s citizenship concept has an impact on the
implementation of CRC and provision of children with participation rights. The concept of
children’s competencies has also been debated in the chapter. Discussed concepts are closely
connected with the topic of master thesis.

3.1 CRC as an exclusive tool for Children

Some of SDGs are focused on the development of child policies around the globe. SDGs are
also undertaking the articles of CRC as main goals for succeeding implementation by
countries. States are trying to progress children’s rights as they take the responsibility of
ratifying these documents. CRC also demands the state parties to take “the best interest of
the child” as a paramount focus in the decision-making process and ask children’s opinions
while framing new law policy (Erbay, 2013). State parties should provide children with basic
needs, ensure their participation and protection. Additionally, children’s participation and
bringing up their voices is one the central principles of CRC (Refugees, 1989). CRC aims to
prevent children from harmful practises.

Children’s rights principles of Global North have a long progressive background. Even half
century ago, children, women and other groups of society were oppressed in the context of
Global North (Archard, 1993) within the frames of social locality. Women and children were
viewed as incompetent. They were mentioned as incapable in the production of knowledge as
well. CRC is internationally ratified document which outlines the core and main principles of
rights that children are provided with. Article 3 points that all social, private, and public
organizations/institutions must deliberate “the best principle of the child” as a main
consideration. Governments, responsible authorities, caretakers, and other institutions should
not forget the best interest of the child applies “to all actions concerning children”. Cultural
values are also needed to be undertaken while defining “the best interest of the child”
principle (Alston, 1994).

The question is "How do the children acknowledge the existence of CRC?”. Children,
especially, in Global South do not simply discover the CRC on their daily basis q. Children’s
discoveries of their own rights are being concluded as a result of oppression. However, the
government policy on promotion of children’s rights in Azerbaijan is being proceeded by the
assistance of school syllabus, NGOs, and legislative bodies.

Article 3 paragraph 1 guarantees that the primary consideration for the interaction with
children should be “the best interest of the child”. This is one of the essential principles of the
convention (Committee on the Rights of the Children, 2013). If the convention is investigated
deeply, the primary consideration as a best interest of the child could be observed in many
other articles. Article 3 put the responsibilities to State Parties to ensure the best interest of
the children in all spheres of the society — private, public, judicial, adminstrative etc
(Committee on the Rights of the Children, 2013). The decisions that are made for children,
regardless to the context, must warrant that children will benefit physically and mentally. This
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also means that undertaken decisions should not harm children. One of the explicit
contributions of CRC is to accept children as competent (Alderson and Goodwin, 1993) and
having the capability of making personal choices. CRC is giving an outline about percieveing
young people as right holders (Committee on the Rights of the Children, 2013).

Therefore, CRC ensures States to create and choose the important elements to affect
children’s lives positively. However, these issues should not limit the rights of the child
(Committee on the Right of the Child, 2013). Although Convention on Right of the Child is
designed for the protection of children’s rights, some researchers argue that the document
burdens children with a range of responsibilities (Archard, 1993). Moreover, some institutions
that undertake to monitor and provide children’s rights, mistreat children, and do not justify
the legal guidance (Alderson, 1994; Archard, 1993 and etc). The article 6 burdens state
parties in maximization of efforts for the development of the child. Hereby, countries that
have ratified the convention undertake the responsibility of implicating CRC to a higher extend
(Woodhead, 2005).

3.1.1 Dilemmas of CRC: “the best interest of the child and participation principles”

Designing a universal tool which applies to each geography is tough and time-consuming
process. The attempts on creating children’s universal rights have historic importance and
path. The differences between societies, socio-economic power of countries and families as
well as individuals, cultural differences should be considered while framing the international
document. The creation history of CRC is short but complicated.

The basis of CRC is to ensure children’s freedoms, protections, and basic needs. Additionally,
CRC burdens states parties to view them as competent. However, it is also paradox that
children are not given full range of rights as adults (Archard, 1993), for instance, they do not
have the right to elect and work. Providing children with full range of rights mean that they
are free to have sexual practices, use alcohol and drugs, smoking cigarettes when they want
to, even at the age of 1 (Archard, 1993). To some extent, children would never want to
practice the listed issues. Still, we must also consider the parenting styles and not forget
about that children’s psychological structure is based on wanting “everything” that they see.
However, this does not literally mean that they would be attached into sexual practices or the
use of harmful practices directly. Once more, the main argument here, that I would like to
mention is the level of education of children. Training children about the meaning of CRC is
important. CRC aims to be a “universal” framework for the authorities while undertaking the
legacies towards children. The implementation policies of CRC in western societies are more
comprehensive and developed. The immediate reaction towards implementation of ratified
international framework is the sign of high development (Alston, 1994).

Yet, there are dilemmas and some articles in the CRC that can be misapplied by some state
parties. Some scholars argue that children must be provided with full range of rights that
apply to adults regardless their ages (Farson, 1974). This assumption is underlined to avoid
the oppression against children and abandon the age critique towards young lives (Archard,
1993).

Mostly in the scale of Global South, some state parties think children’s political activism is not
relevant as they are viewed incompetent (Lind, 2016). CRC can also be called as less powerful
tool in terms of children’s participations as it is implemented and practised by adults (Wall,

2011). Despite the fact, in some country’s children are allowed to take the advantage of
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expressing their opinions in the creation of legal frameworks. Not hearing children’s opinions
while law-making process can be mentioned as the violation of CRC and deprivation of
children from their expression of speech rights (Wall, 2010). Mentioning the dilemmas of CRC,
it is obvious that there is no ideal and universal definition of “the best interest of the child”
(Kjorlholt, 2008) and the practice is interdependent with the culture and geography of the
implicated state. Countries’ approaches to the CRC, the proudness of being able to implement
children’s rights encourage the initiations for public dialogue on the behalf of children’s lives
(Arnold, 2004).

3.1.2 Translating and understanding CRC

The creation of universal tool that could cover all the initial issues about children and their
protection was time-consuming (Lind, 2016). Understanding and implementing the CRC;
translating the convention by saving essence is important. CRC’s main emphasis is to defend
children and protect them from harmful practices (Woodhead, 2005). The National Law on the
Protection of Children’s Rights of the Republic of Azerbaijan has preserved the core principles
of CRC. The legal national framework can be called as the translation of CRC within the
cultural frames of Azerbaijani people. Culture plays an essential role while creation of legal
frameworks. Azerbaijan’s National Law as I have emphasized several times defines the
responsibilities of young citizens. The article 16 of the national law (*499-1Q - Usaq hiiquglan
haqqinda”, 2020) determines the responsibilities of children within the frames of national
socio-cultural values.

The best interest of the child in decision-making process should not only be considered in
terms of household, but also legislation. Children’s thoughts and reflections must be
considered as paramount element that can affect the decision-making process in the legal
framework (Hanson and Nieuwenhuys, 2013). Background chapter gives description about the
misunderstand of the right to participate of children within the frames of Turkey. Erbay argues
that participation right of the children is viewed as obligation in some manners. Children are
being forced to attend in some events without asking them if they want to take part in or not
(Erbay, 2013). However, CRC does not clarify the right to participation as obligation. It should
be fulfilled in terms of volunteer principle. Children’s rights cannot be limited or mistranslated.
Translation of CRC should be appropriate for implementation of the legal frameworks. Children
should be given opportunities for the practices of their own rights (Hanson and Nieuwenhuys,
2013). Liberal institutions can assist children to practice CRC.

Translation of the convention is as crucial as the implementation. The appropriate translation
of CRC itself can assist the community for promotion of children’s rights. Translation of CRC
and the availability of the convention within the frames of ratified countries can benefit
children. The correct implementation of the convention can be succeeded after the appropriate
translation. For instance, if the children have information about the right to education, they
can stop the deprivation from schooling (Hanson and Nieuwenhuys, 2013). Training children
on children’s rights and explaining them CRC are important steps for the implementation of
children’s rights. It would also be beneficial to translate the CRC into child language (Hanson
and Nieuwenhuys, 2013) for the implementation of children’s rights. Children’s
understandings and knowledge on the main principles of CRC, such as “the best interest of the
child” is crucial in terms of reducing the number of violations (Sandberg, 2004). Not every
child of the planet speaks global languages as English. Also, not every child has the practice of
understanding “adult” language. Proper translation of CRC into local and especially child
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language can benefit the authority for the implementation of CRC. These recommendation and
suggestions by several researchers (Sanberg, 2004; Hanson and Nieuwenhuys, 2013 etc.) are
justified with the practices and studies.

3.2 Power relations

Power relations and negotiations between the impowered and empowered structures and
individuals is one of the key elements in the development of implementation of CRC.
Moreover, the mitigation of power issue, balancing the power relations could open a new path
for the development of the implementation of children’s rights. The concept of power within
the frames of childhood studies mentions the significance of balancing power relations for the
development of the children. The power relations differ according to the geography or rurality
(PUNCH, 2002) such as: the capacity of power (could be in micro and macro scale), power
between generations (Wilhemsen and Nilsen, 2005), power between genders in some
locations, socio-economic power between countries etc. In the context of Azerbaijan, and
Azerbaijani childhoods, power imbalance between adult-child interaction can be observed
(Mamedova, 2014). The power over children is observed in many institutions such as
educational, family etc. In the 2" chapter I have briefly discussed how parents are viewing
children in Azerbaijan. Parents think that they have the right to decide instead of their married
children as well. However, government balances the power over children by National Law.
According to the law, children have the right to make decisions. The law also ensures that,
abuse towards children will be punished. Nevertheless, the economic power of adults, triggers
children to be depended on their caretakers and be unwilling reporting abuse to authorities.

It is recommended that, the power relations between adults and children - including the
institutions, educational centres etc that adults take the advantage of to be negotiated in
terms of participation (Gallagher, 2008). Children’s participations in the implementation of
CRC ensures the power balance and at the same time helps to protect children’s rights. In the
legal framework of the “Child Ambassadors Council” institution it is indicated: the institution is
giving children liberty and child ambassadors are able to bring the problems of children of the
country, children are seen as competent and having an ability of implementing and promoting
children’s rights. However, the discussions on mentioned issue will be presented broader in
the 7t chapter.

The power relation in the adult-child interaction is often observed. Adults are considered as
key figures in socialization and adult figure creates dominant view for children (Wilhelmsen
and Nilsen, 2015). The reason of mentioning the socialization elements is to reference the
challenges in creation of children’s empowerment. Healthy socialization can lead to stabilize
the power over children. Power is often viewed as a “property” by adults (Archard 1993),
however, power cannot be acknowledged or theorised as property. It is important that power
is disciplined, and the outcome of power relations should be productive (Foulcault, 1980). As a
result of power over children and not perceiving young people as citizens, adults claim
ownership over children (Archard, 1993). This hardens to view children as right-holders,
decision-makers.

From my personal observation, modern Azerbaijani families, especially residents of big cities
are applying the democracy principle in decision-making processes with children. Modern
Azerbaijani children are having more possibilities to make decisions on their life-major
concerns. Nevertheless, the power imbalance problem can still be detected in rural Azerbaijan
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and southern part of the country where even child marriages are observed (UNICEF,2019).
Government invests on the detection of violation of children’s rights. Furthermore, state tries
to proceed non-discrimination principle fulfilled. By the suggestion of children, The Parliament
of the Republic of Azerbaijan has accepted the new regulations and raised the official age for
marriage (Zorla ara verilma, erkan nikah: Qanun na deyir? - TOHLIL, 2021). This is the
progressive model of power balance in policymaking. Progressive change of the society
towards children’s rights can be done in the frames of power and empowerment (Punch, Bell,
Costello and Panelli 2007). Giving children opportunities for decision-making, seeing them
competent, empowering them can be concluded by the assistance of legislative bodies of the
governments in Global South. Still, it is time-consuming process to shape and form the power
relations of the society. Especially in terms of children’s empowerment.

3.3 Children’s citizenships - transitions as citizens; importance of liberties

The modern age, modern childhood and new approaches to children have been debated and
developed in the context of childhood studies and children’s everyday life experiences. New
approaches to childhood studies demands viewing children as competent and having the
ability to resolve their life-major decisions. Viewing children competent and capable eases the
implementation of democratic values for children. These assumptions create a new term:
children’s citizenships. How the concept of citizenship applies and what are the main
characteristics of children’s citizenships? Hereby I would like to present the concept of
children’s citizenships in the following passage and mention the importance of “Children’s
Ambassadors Council” institution as a place where children are accepting as right-holders. The
concept of children’s citizenship issues is strongly connected to my master thesis. As the child
ambassadors are viewed as monitoring and assisting council for the implementation of CRC
and National Law on Children’s Rights, it is important to view the children’s transitions
concept. It is also important to glimpse to the concept of children’s liberties. Children’s
liberties can ensure the implementation of CRC and legal frameworks in the countries.

3.3.1 Concept of children’s citizenships

What is the significance of viewing children as citizens? Does the term “children’s citizenships”
determine that children have the same rights as adults do? Why is it important to view
children as citizens and which models can be applied for viewing children as citizens?
Children’s citizenship issue has been debated several times by many scholars. These debates
were on justifying the term of children’s citizenships and unfolding the elements of children’s
citizenships. Glimpsing to the CRC, caretakers/legal guardians must take care of children’s
basic needs. This assumption is biasing the view towards children’s autonomy in decision-
making processes. CRC also outlines the importance of giving children liberty in decision-
making process about life major decisions. So how independent children are? What are the
principles of children’s citizenships? CRC, Article 12 says:

"States Parties shall assure to the child who is capable of forming his or her own views
the right to express those views freely in all matters affecting the child, the views of
the child being given due weight in accordance with the age and maturity of the child”

Hereby, the article burdens states to affirm the liberty in children’s decision-making process.
Capable determines the children who have enough life experience and are able to choose what
is “good/bad” - needed for themselves and their well-being. Nevertheless, CRC does not

discuss the concerns about children’s full liberties or access to full citizenship rights. Children’s
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citizenship rights are shown in the frames of social and public citizenships (Kjorholt, 2008).
The participation rights of the children are used as a frame to determine children as “citizens
or co-citizens” (Kjorholt, 2008, p.16). Viewing children as co-citizens/citizens is important for
the progress of children’s rights and their participation rights. The view also mitigates the
process of implementation of CRC. Voices of children needs to be heard and they must be
viewed as competent. After fulfilment of these requirements children can achieve the liberty in
their communities and be accepted by their social vicinities.

One of the approaches to children’s citizenships is to establish citizenship that is adjusted only
for children: determination of children’s rights, responsibilities, national identity, and
participation (Jans, 2004) - this model is called “child-sized” citizenship. This suggestion is
enabling children to understand their importance and it is an educative approach towards
children’s further integrity (Kjorholt, 2008). “Child-sized” citizenship approach can be
beneficial for the implementation of CRC. Children’s active participations in social life can
decrease the number of child abuse and violations towards children’s rights. Children were
viewed as “passive” citizens when the CRC was designed. Today, children’s passive
citizenships are being changed into active participations. Active participation of children can be
succeeded by the help of governments in Global South. If the governments create child-
friendly spaces for expression of speech, give power children and confirm their competency on
life-major decisions, communities might also change their views on children’s citizenships.
Nevertheless, the best model of children’s citizenships that can be implemented at least in the
context of Azerbaijan and neighbouring states would be Jans’s (2004) model.

From the viewpoint of legal documents in Azerbaijan, children’s participations and citizenship
issues is recommended to be regulated by the help of international and national papers (*499-
IQ - Usaqg hiquglari hagqinda”, 2020). According to the National Law on Children’s Rights,
children’s citizenship can be viewed in the frames of participation rights, rights to education
and growing up as a future citizen which overlaps with the “child-sized” citizenship model.

3.3.2 Transition as citizens

Children are social actors, and their agencies vary in different situations and circumstances
(Tisdall and Punch, 2012). Children’s agencies are important in terms of implementation of
CRC. Taking children’s agencies and mobilities seriously, allowing them to participate in
decision-making process and other issues that are concerned to their lives. This can be a
motivation to view and accept children as citizens. CRC’s emphasis on children’s participation
can assist to progress the models of children’s citizenship concerns. CRC article 12 and 13
focus to emphasize the crucial significance of children’s participations and free expression of
thoughts. Article 12 says that children must be given right to express their opinions freely, yet
their maturity and age can also be considered while undertaking the freedom of expression.
Moreover, article 13 emphasizes the importance of civil and political range of rights that
children are provided with.

The transition of children as citizens in the context of Azerbaijan is determined by National
Law on Children’s Rights. Young people hold right to participate in many social and political
events, children have the right to mobilize under social institutions, every child is given right
to progress and develop, etc. ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglarn hagginda”, 2020). One of the
important emphasis of child policy of the Republic of Azerbaijan is to grow future citizens
("499-1Q - Usaq hiaquglarn hagqinda"”, 2020). Governmental organizations, as well as NGOs,
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private institutions and municipalities are undertaking the responsibility of the preparation
children as future citizens ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglari hagqginda"”, 2020). Transition model of
Azerbaijani children as full right holders after the age of 18, is based on development
according to the National Law on Children’s Rights.

Child parliaments and institutions that are formed by the help of children assist to progress
children’s liberties and create a successful base for the children’s full citizenships (Van Bueren,
2010). However, in the international practices young lives usually have the full range of rights
after stepping into adulthood period - after the age of 18. As I have mentioned before,
Azerbaijani model of child policy is based on the existence of children’s parliaments and
councils which actively function from the year of 2007. This try of the government might be
called as the big step in terms of transitioning children as right-holders - citizens.

“Development is fundamental concept for early childhood policy and practices; it is also
central principle for realizing children’s rights” (Vogler, Crivello and Woodhead, 2008, p.5).
The concept of development is broad and varies - children’s emotional, biological development
models, as well as, the development of states, policies. But in terms of children’s transitions
as citizens the development of child unions is crucial. The world practice demonstrates that
the creation of these unions and institutions are often being implemented by the guidance and
assistance of national governmental institutions and civil societies (Van Bueren, 2010).
Affirming that children are mature and able to decide “what is best” for them can benefit both:
policies and societies - ideologies for children’s citizenships (Van Beuren, 2010). Accepting
children as competent and as decision makers over their own lives assist to develop the
smooth transition of children as citizens. Some governments are worried to grant children with
full citizenships in terms of losing the authority in power policy. Occasionally, the assumption
of children’s political agencies in terms of decision-making is often being misunderstood. As an
example, The President of Russian Federation, Mr. Vladimir Putin criticized Greta Thunberg by
claiming that “no one explained her the real face of the world” (Putin on Greta: 'l don't share
the enthusiasm', 2021). This criticism was mentioned as the absence of implementation of
children’s rights by some oppositions. Nevertheless, children’s political agency does not mean
the ownership of political power (Hart, 2008). The concept hereby presents to inform
children’s citizenship rights and build beneficial ground for the future transitions of young lives
as citizens.

Transition of children as citizens can be supported by the help of educating strategies (Council
of Europe, 2010). To some extent, the future of children’s citizenships regulations is
interlinked with the volume of participation rights and intensity of implementation of CRC.
Educating strategies and appropriate promotion of children’s rights towards the citizenship of
young lives would benefit the balancing power equilibrium between generations as well (Wall,
2011). Generational gaps also important in terms of children’s transitions as citizens.
Transition as future citizens, being able to decide life-major issues, making mistakes - as all
human beings do, is acceptable and it is the right of every citizen. One of the Azerbaijani
proverb stresses “Sahvsiz insan olmaz” - “There is no one without mistake”. The meaning of
proverb is to mention that, every human can make mistakes and these mistakes should not
be a point of prejudice till the end of the mistaken person.
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3.3.3 Importance of children’s liberties

Children’s liberties are one of the key principles of ensuring the implementation of CRC and
providing their safe participation. Children’s liberties mean that, children are taking active part
in political life of the society and governments which generates the environment for
“absorbing” children’s voices in the law-making processes (Wall, 2011). The importance of
legal basis in children’s liberties should also me mentioned. There are some examples where
governments are in cooperation with children in decision-making process. In these examples,
young people’s implementation on child policy is a significant element of children’s liberties
and liberal decisions.

The key element in the concept of children’s liberties is considered as the obtainment of
participation rights. The forms of participation rights vary from countries to countries. For
instance, some countries provide children to participate in urban planning (Hart, 1992). Urban
planning is an example of variations in children’s participations. While provision of
participation rights the elements of children’s mental and physical progress should be
considered.

The forms provision of participation right is different regarding to the age category of
participants (Sahin and Polat, 2012). The categorisation of age groups can be and usually are
organized by several institutions. Children’s rights can be implemented by the support of
governmental institutions and legal frameworks. State Parties should ensure the participation
of every child, provide them with basic needs and protect them from any kind of threat. It is a
great challenge for the post-Soviet countries, especially for Russian Federation to respect the
rights of children (Schmidt and Shchurko, 2014). Development of the child policy can only be
processed after the reconstruction of governments’ ideologies (Schmidt and Shchurko, 2014).
Unfortunately, children are usually seen as incompetent in Global South countries including
post-Soviet states. Satisfyingly, Azerbaijan tries to reconceptualize the modern ideology with
the help of tolerance, integrity, and loyalty to societal norms. Nevertheless, Azerbaijanian
model of child policy aims to hear the voices of children while law-making. Also, members of
“Child Ambassadors Council” institution try to build international network (Aila, Qadin va Usaq
Problemlari Gzra Dévlst Komitasi - Usaq Huquglari hagqinda Konvensiyanin 31-ci ildénimu
minasibatila beynalxalg konfrans kegirilib, 2021) for discussing the citizenship issues and
exchanging the practices of different states. Speaking about the liberty in decision-making, we
must also mention the life-based dilemmas of children. According to CRC children shall have a
right to make life essential decisions about themselves - Article 3, 12 etc mention young
people’s freedom of decision-making (Committee on the Rights of the Children, 2013). While
emphasizing the liberty of children, it is also important to mention the “spatial” liberty of
modern childhood.

CRC should not only be a legal framework or cultural investment (Lansdown, 1995) for state
parties. It needs to be improved and adjusted for the different geographies in unique way by
following “the best interest of the child” with the help of children (Lansdown, 1995, Lind,
2016). Children’s liberties within the frames of “best interest of the child” can also be harmful
in the context of cultural differences (Alston, 1994). Adults are often assuming that; children
are more likely to make mistakes while decision-making. However, adults forget that they also
make mistakes when it comes to their life essential decisions. Children’s mistakes are
acceptable and normal (Archard, 1993) in their lives. I would like to reflect on the case of
Azerbaijan again. When people are mistaken in the life-major decisions, elderly people usually
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use us the quote - “People learn from their mistakes” for encouraging young people not to be
afraid of making mistakes.

Likewise, CRC articles should not only be considered as a legal framework which is focusing on
individual rights, but also it is a general outline which determines the obligations of states
(Roose, R. and De Bie, M, 2008). Governments that have ratified the convention and have
taken the responsibility of implementation of CRC must think on the way of appliance of these
laws. Monitoring of implementation would also be an important attempt for implementation.
By monitoring the implementation of children’s rights, governments can succeed to decrease
the number of violations towards children’s rights. Children are enthusiastically tangled in the
construction of their individual lives, the lives of themselves and their societies (James and
Prout, 2010). The adult power, less life experience, threats from outer world etc, harden to
pass the transitional period of childhood to adulthood with less emotional traumas. Children’s
liberties in Azerbaijan within the frames of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution will be
discussed in 7" chapter.

3.4 Children are competent

The competency of children has also been mentioned in the CRC. Children are being
oppressed in terms of competency in many countries of the world. This problematic issue is
often observed in Global South. In the western societies, views on children’s competency have
been progressed and developed. For instance, children are leading campaigns building their
own networks and developing on their own. In the year of 2019, Greta Thunberg a Swedish
teenager has raised an issue on ecological threats of future world (Greta Thunberg Is TIME's
2019 Person of the Year, 2021). Swedish teenager, Greta expressed her concerns about the
future of the planet freely. This speech can be interpreted as a sign of viewing children as
competent and the importance of providing children with freedom of speech. The delivered
speech by Greta was seriously taken into consideration. Greta Thunberg is an example of the
theory “children are social actors”.

Viewing children as the “property” is problematic issue which reinforces to view them as
competent and self-determined (Archard, 1993). Being a “property” and not viewed as
competent burdens the implementation of children’s rights properly and ensure giving children
right to participate. For instance, seeing children incompetent encourages adults not to listen
to young people and decide instead of them. Orthodox views towards children’s competency is
a burden for implementation of children’s rights. It increases the numbers of violations about
children’s rights and limits children’s voices. Limiting children’s participation is the violation of
Convention on the Rights of a Child.

According to the legal framework — CRC, child has a right to choose the caretaker to ensure
their right (Archard,1993). This concern is mentioned in the National Law on Children’s Rights
of the Republic of Azerbaijan as well in terms of guardianship. Yet, it is still open for a debate.
The dilemma of the given advice and ratified document is based on the following open
question: If children can choose the adult for decision-making instead of them, then are not
they able to make their own decisions freely about their own lives? I am not going to
investigate and find an answer for the given question.

Competency of children means to view them as citizens and right-holders. Viewing children as
right-holder or citizens also mean that they must be guaranteed with the right to elect. Giving

right to participate in the election for children is not debatable even in the context of Global
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North. Key argument in provision of children with full citizenship is that children are not
competent enough to choose a good representative. Does the wisdom come with an age or
experience? Some scholars claim that age should not be a main argument for viewing children
as competent (Farson, 1974; Holt, 1974). For example, there are some people in all societies
with a need of special assistance who are viewed as competent according to the legal
framework. They are given right to vote only because of being above 18. The concept of age
is strongly linked with views towards competency concept.

Viewing children and categorizing them as a group of people who need special assistance
opposes the concept of children’s competencies. According to my personal reflections and
experiences, in Azerbaijan, adults are assuming that children are dependent on them. Adults
have the right to decide in all life essential issues instead of children and children’s
experiences are not enough to choose what is good for them. The assistance of feminism
torrent had a positive impact on the development of children’s right (Archard, 1993).
According to historical anecdotes, women, proletariat were oppressed along with children in
society (Archard, 1993), even in family institutions. The oppression of children’s voices was
mainly caused by the view of seeing them as incompetent. Seeing children as incompetent
can deprive them from being a right holder and decision-makers over their own lives.

However, Azerbaijani proverb says: "Wisdom does not come with age”. This proverb is a
national and cultural heritage and recommendation for adults to view children as capable and
competent. Nonetheless, it is not necessarily proper to assume that children often gain
experience from the practices of adults (Archard, 1993) but also their own life experiences.
The experiences of children can be gained in several institutions such as educational, NGOs,
family etc. These variables are quite dependent on the location of childhoods and their social
vicinity.

It is also discussed that, children’s competency develops because of good socialization
(Parsons, 1942). The consequence of the good socialization is the properly adopted child to
micro and macro societies (Parsons, 1989). The modern sociology of childhood might neglect
the given assumption. In the modern world, children are being viewed as competent and
capable. Children are being viewed as active social actor and agents (Alanen, 2012; Proud
2002). Functioning institutions such as “Children’s Parliaments” as well as “Child Ambassadors
Council” create new path for viewing children as competent by governments and authorities.
Governments’ child policies also affect the communities’ views towards children.

3.5 The importance of Time and Space

The concept of time and space has a significant importance in childhood studies. This concept
can be interpreted from different perspectives: micro-scale - individual approach - person’s
life changes during the lifetime and macro-scale such as whole society’s practices. Concept of
time within the frames of childhood studies emphasizes how the children and childhoods
shape throughout the years and historical phases. Geography of childhood has a strong
influence on the form of young people. The national and community practices, traditions, and
experiences effect on the children’s daily lives (Ni Laoire et. al., 2010). As I have mentioned,
the practices that communities do have an impact on macro-society. Belonging to some
empires, being colonized, and having limited experience of liberal governance can also be
emphasized as the historical period. These issues can also be emphasized as the challenges in
the context of space - as geographical phenomena, as well as, cultural. However, the concept
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of time and space is relevant to mention about, when it comes to the children’s rights,
especially within the frames of Azerbaijan. As the world is being digitalized, I will present an
outline about the importance of the use of digital space as well.

3.5.1 Time - historical changes, progressive or regressive?

The importance of time in childhood studies, especially in the study of implementation of CRC
is crucial to mention about. The historical path of implementation and ratification of CRC has
short but challenging background. I would like to glimpse to the historical change to the view
of childhoods and also imply my own experiences about the historical phase of implementation
of CRC in Azerbaijan. Glimpsing to the history of definition of children in Global North, children
were viewed as angels. Viewing children as angels - innocent had an impact on the
development of pedagogic approaches towards children. For instance, John Locke was viewing
new-borns as innocent and his “Tabula rasa” (Locke, 2015) theory is an example on viewing
children as white list. This theory assumes that children learn life and gain experience while
growing up. Locke denies the importance of other - genetic, biological factors in the
characteristics of the child. On the other hand, childhood also includes cases where children
were viewed as “evil” creatures, for instance the children as murderers (Holland, 2004) - in
some criminal cases children were the assassins. Nevertheless, the historical investigation of
children can be controversial, and the ancient views on childhood are often investigated by the
help of anecdotes, novels, and pictures. Naming children as “angels” or “devils” can be linked
to the different accidents and historical events. However, these views on children has enriched
the approaches towards children and complicated the childhood studies discipline.

The historical path in Azerbaijan in terms of implementation of CRC started in 1992 with
ratification of the convention (Wayback Machine, 2021). After the ratification process,
Azerbaijan has tried to elaborate and create its own legal framework for the improvement of
child policy of the country. As a result, on 19t of May 1998 ("499-1Q - Usaq hiiquglari
haqgqginda", 2020), Azerbaijan’s former President Mr. Heydar Aliyev affirmed new legal
framework for the progress of children’s rights. This document is called “The Law of the
Republic of Azerbaijan on Children’s rights” — which is considered as the “National Law on
Children’s Rights”. In the 2" chapter I have given broader information about the National
Law. The ratification of new legal framework along with CRC assisted children to protect their
own rights in a broader scale. This new legacy can also be mentioned as the translation of the
CRC. Since then, Azerbaijan tries to develop its child policy and adjusted (UNICEF, 2019)
several laws for the progress of integrity. Fortunately, the process of globalization is giving the
positive outlines about the implementation and progress of children’s rights. The globalization
is the interdependency and exchange of cultural, economic and populational values (Azizi and
Nourizi, 2011). This process also includes the progress of availability on several issues such
as exchange of information, culture etc. Globalization process is relevant to the modern age
and as I have argued before, has an impact on children’s rights. For instance, the global
efforts on balancing the gender parity problem in education, stopping selective abortions etc.

3.5.2 Space - how important to determine spaces for children? Digital platforms

The geographical location of childhood determines children’s social and cultural practices.
Geography also assists to determine the information about the differences and similarities of
children’s practices (Ansell, 2008) across the globe. People - society who share the same
geographical location often have same cultural practices. From my own experiences, while
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travelling to neighbouring Turkey and Georgia, I have witnessed a lot of cultural similarities
such as respect to elderly people, the hospitality of locals etc.

Starting from the 19 century, childhoods’ spatial availability has been limited with the special
institutions (Aries, Baldick and Philips, 1996) such as schools, kindergartens etc. I would also
assume that the reason of the spatial limitations can be determined with the increasing rate of
crime. Children’s plays in the streets are being limited. Currently, children are being deprived
from socialization because of developing technologies, inactive lifestyle and many more. In
modern days, children’s spatial opportunities are being progressed by the assistance of NGOs,
governments, and several institutions (PUNCH, 2002). Additionally, their spatial opportunities
in the digital platforms are being encompassed. The paradox of children’s spatial opportunities
is based on the real and digital opportunities. On one hand, children’s real - environmental
spatial surroundings are being limited, on the other hand, the digital spatial opportunities are
being entitled. Perhaps, the digital opportunities can aid children to connect with other
children from all around the world. Nevertheless, not all children have the occasion of utilizing
the modern technologies.

Starting from 19t century, the digitalization age keeps developing. The use of computers,
high techs, as well as all electronical equipment are common and gains popularity. The
approval of these devices across the globe has become more relevant and widespread
especially after the breakout of the global pandemics. Digital devices, especially internet
consumption can be beneficial for the personal development. It can also assist individuals for
gaining knowledge, accessing to the important information as there are several digital
platforms that offer education for everyone across the world. Also, it is not a secret that, we
have converted to online education after the COVID19 pandemics.

However, the dangers of modern technologies are implicit. The violent behaviour, becoming
antisocial, easily accessed pornographic materials are major concerns of both - caretakers
and researchers (Buckingham, 2007; Poyntz and Hoechsman, 2011) in use of internet. Using
the protective tools such as “cyber nanny” can aid adults (Buckingham, 2007) to control the
internet consumption of children. Still, utilization of these control panels is not widespread.
Children have less experience in resisting the propagandas of digital platforms and media
tools (Buckingham and Tingstad, 2017). Young people are more likely to get influenced by the
threats of the digital web and devices. These mentioned concerns are possible dangers of the
consumption of high-tech devices.

3.5.3 Spatial opportunities of several countries in promotion and implementation of
CRC - Children’s Parliaments

There were several attempts by states to bring up children’s voices and provide them with
their rights of participation. One of the most successful practises is “Children’s Parliaments”
institutions. There are more than 30 child parliaments in the world (Percy-Smith and Thomas,
2010; Children’s United Parliament of the World, 2009). Provision of children with the rights of
participation and expression (Percy-Smith and Thomas, 2010) are considered as major
considerations of these parliaments. Establishment of child parliaments assists governments
to provide children with democratic citizenship (Van Bueren, 2011) rights. Moreover, these
councils and assemblies create a safe space for children to express their feelings about child
policy of the governments, to declare their concerns and their worries, as well as serenity.
Their ideas, thoughts, offers can change the approach of adults on the implementation, as
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well, the promotion of children’s rights. As the childhood is never-ending period (Qvortrup,
2009) and is inherited from generation to generation, adults can be named as experienced
children. The age group that defines childhood has changed (Christensen and James, 2017); it
is always being changed. The establishment of the child parliaments by several states and
municipalities as well as schools, is a good attempt for the provision of children with
participation rights. It develops the view of the society on children’s rights. Participating in this
institution, children are developing physically and mentally (McGinley and Grieve, 2010).

“Children’s Parliaments” (Van Bueren, 2010) and such institutions as “Child Ambassadors
Council” can be named as the important space for raising children’s voices and asking their
viewpoints in decision — and law-making processes. Term “space” is being digitalized and the
erudition of children for the use of digital platforms are important. The experience of Finland
on Children’s Parliament is an example of successful use of digital and physical space. The
practices of Finland demonstrate that, Children’s Parliament is focused at 9 to 13 years old
children. The aim of the parliament is to provide children to bring up their voices and if that is
needed to make decisions related to their everyday lives. (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and
Wilska, 2012). Board members are usually chosen by teachers, headteachers and introduced
to municipalities and to board committees. Municipalities provide chosen members with
mandates (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and Wilska, 2012).

Finnish style of children’s provision of participation rights based on democratic and modern
values. Children are also free to express their opinions on everyday life experiences as well as
law-making policies. It is stated that, in the year of 2010, about 400 children were chosen as
representatives from all over Finland and they functioned in different committees as health,
leisure activities, environment and etc (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and Wilska, 2012). Even
authorities in Finland created the web platform for building conversation with parliament
members. This is the unique way of children’s participation in Finland. Moreover, every 2
years, new members for the Children’s Parliament selected. However, the age group under 9
and above 13 were not attending in the discussions. Determination of participation of children
under the of 9 and above the age of 13 is not stated. The mentioned age group children are
usually being members of local school clubs (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and Wilska, 2012).
Finland’s model of children’s parliament can be also called as an aid for the government to
implement CRC. Children’s active participations on implementation of CRC is crucial.

The Ethiopian perspective of Children’s Parliament in the district of Konso is a presentation of
government’s open call for integration to western societies. Ethiopia has established its first
Children’s Parliament in the year of 2006. Ethiopia has also ratified CRC and follows it as a
manual for monitoring of children’s rights in the country (Lemessa and Kjgrholt, 2013). The
attempt for provision and promotion of children’s rights, as well as expressing their viewpoints
on the decision-making process is encompassing the skills of child individuals. Konso
Children’s Parliament Members were 96 and aged from 12 to 16(Lemessa and Kjgrholt, 2013).

Providing safe ground for hearing children’s voices is a successful implementation of globally
ratified document. Africa has its own implementation of CRC and it is called The African
Charter on the Rights and Welfare of children. ACRWC differs from CRC as it contains the
responsibilities of children in the article of 31 (AFRICAN CHATER ON THE RIGHTS AND
WELFARE OF THE CHILD, 2020).
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CHAPTER 1V
4.0 METHODOLOGY

This chapter covers the methodology and methods that will be utilized during the data
collection process. Methodology and used methods assist the researcher for the progress of
the research. Conducting master thesis in Azerbaijan, exploring the implementation of
children’s rights stresses the importance of properly set methods and methodological
perspectives. All initial processes and data collection should be well-planned and set.
Theoretical approaches toward methods and methodologies are also presented in the chapter
4. Therefore, I have also explored how the research tools and methodologies will be used for
the collection of data. Data collection, processing data and the ethical reflections and
important acknowledgements on methods and methodology have been described in this
chapter.

“Translating child rights principles into practice requires action and leadership by
governments” (Implementing and monitoring the Convention on the Rights of the Child,
2020). Implementation of children’s rights convention is a “must” by the states that have
ratified CRC. This also means that, the implementation of CRC in different geographies varies
and some countries conduct a new framework for children’s rights policy. As an example, I
want to emphasize once again, Azerbaijan’s National Law on Children’s Rights. It is the
implementation of CRC and legal framework for children of Azerbaijan. For examination of the
implementation of CRC within the institution of “Child Ambassadors Council”, I have planned
to use qualitative methods: interviews and diaries. Understanding the experiences of
researched phenomena, qualitative methods play essential role. Qualitative methods assist
researcher to view informants as experts and recognise their experiences (Kvale and
Brinkmann, 2014). Viewing research informants as experts (PUNCH, 2002) aids the researcher
for the reliability of the researched project.

4.1 The importance of qualitative research - key perspectives

Qualitative research is an interpretative methodology, which endeavours to pick up
understanding into the implications and practices experienced in a specific social phenomenon
through the subjective experiences of the informants (Palmer and Bolderston, 2020).
Participation and interaction are key principles of qualitative data collection during the
conduction of research. Children’s participation in various stages of data collection, such as
formulation of research process, sampling and drafting is relevant recent years (Coad and
Evans, 2007). This is also beneficial for obtaining and collecting reliable information.
Qualitative research can be conducted regardless to the places and circumstances (Geertz,
2009). Another important key principle of the qualitative methods is to allow the researcher
viewing child informants as competent and being responsible for taking the account of their
own lives (Tickle, 2017; James, 2001).

While choosing the methods, geography - the location of the research should be considered
(Harden, Scott, Backett-Milburn and Jackson, 2000). Researchers often collect data in
numerous geographies all across the globe. Sometimes, they are having lack knowledge about
researched culture and geography. This can be challenging but with the assistance of
qualitative research methods, these difficulties might lift the boundaries for researchers. There
are several variations of qualitative research methods, such as - observation, diaries,

interviews, mapping etc. Knowing advantages and disadvantages of the chosen methods
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(PUNCH, 2002), being able to choose the right and the best research role is important in
qualitative methods. Critical reflection on suggested assumptions and the right choice of
methods (Davis, 1998) should be considered strictly. Consideration of emphasized key points
can assist the researcher to have smooth data collection period. This can also evade the
ethical challenges.

“Children have the right to be properly researched” (Beazley, Bessel, Ennew and Watson,
2009; p.370). Ethical frameworks assist to fulfil the quality requirement of the research.
Another assumption in conducting research is the control of gate keepers. Gate keepers are
the key figures for accessing to the field (HAMMERSLEY, 2019). Gatekeepers sometimes, try
to stabilize the power balance and they are usually having control over the informants. To
avoid this, researchers can take several steps. Unforeseen problems and challenges can be
observed while entering to the field. However, it is also possible to mitigate the challenges
during the data collection process and once again, detailed plan can assist the academic to
ease the burden of data collection process.

4.2 Research in Childhood Studies, important assumptions, and dilemmas

The differences between the child and adult informants while conducting the research has
been debated by several scholars such as Mandell, Christensen and James etc. Critical issue is
the view towards children according to their competency (PUNCH, 2002). Researcher should
not differentiate child informants from adults. Seeing children as mature and competent is the
responsibility of adult researcher (Alderson, 1995). Recent findings on researching children
within the frames of sociology of childhood strongly argues children to be subjects of the
research rather than objects (Greene and Hogan, 2012), the same applies to adult informants
(Lloyd-Smith, Tarr, Lewis, and Lindsay, 2000). Exploring children’s lives, researcher can take
an advantage of viewing children as informants of the data collection process (Alderson and
Morrow, 2011). Viewing child informants as participants can aid researcher to develop
investigated area. Furthermore, CRC emphasizes to view children as competent. "No harm”
principle referring to the CRC article 36 should also be strictly followed and taken into action.
Likewise, the core principle of human’s rights strongly advices to perceive every human as
equal. This is also stated in the CRC article, and children should also be treated the same way
as adults.

The choice of methods should be critically reflected by the researcher (Barker and Weller,
2003; Sanders and Munford, 2005; PUNCH, 2002). Reflection is key perspective for the
development of the research (Kjorholt, 2012) and assists researcher to proceed chosen
methods creatively. Moreover, the research with children has responsibilities and outlines.
Researchers should be considering following issues: children’s participation is voluntary (Hill,
2006), they are provided with child-centred methods (Clark and Moss, 2011), they are
provided with feedback (Gallagher, Tisdall and Davis, 2008) etc. These issues can be
generalized for adult informant as well. Following these considerations, the data collection
process can be concluded smoothly and the possible dilemma for the researcher can be
minimized. It is a complex assumption to debate on the need of conducting child-friendly
methods. Researchers’ views on childhoods and children implicates the conduction of the
research (Kellett, Robinson and Burr, 2004a).

CRC is also a framework for the researcher to justify research with children in respectful and
flexible ways (Alderson, 2008). Children have a right to be thoroughly researched and these
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rights have also been presented by CRC (Ennew and Plateu, 2004); with the help of these
guidelines' researchers need to choose the specific methods where children can express their
thoughts and feelings, experiences, opinions freely and easily (Beazley, Bessel, Ennew and
Watson, 2009). Informants of my master thesis project are the child participants -
ambassadors of the institution “"Children Ambassadors Council”. As the state actors are also
taking a huge responsibility of complying “international children’s rights standards”, I have
also included authorities that are responsible for the institution of “Child Ambassadors Council”
as informants of the data collection process. The mitigating point of the data collection process
is the shared language and cultural background of the research informants and me. Sharing
same values with research informants smooth the research process (Beazley, Bessel, Ennew
and Watson, 2009). It is also important to know the age group, cultural, socio-economic
background of the research informants (Christensen and James, 2017). All these mentioned
key points will be playing a guideline role for me, in the process of data collection.

4.3 Challenges of the research process

Conducting a research has several challenges and difficulties. I have reflected on some of the
challenges and the possible solutions that could occur during the data collection process.
Children in many societies around the world, are not used to be treated as mature and
competent, however, they are aware of the adult power over them (PUNCH, 2002). While data
collection with children, it is important to ensure that, the obtained data is relevant and
reliable. Building trust relations between informants and researcher can avoid the lies and
strength the reliability of data collection (Ennew, 1994), this applies for both adult and child
informants. The tries of children in “pleasing” adults have been shaped throughout years
(PUNCH, 2002). The term “pleasing adults” hereby affirm that in some of the countries of
developing states, children reflect on fulfilling the expectations of adults. For instance, children
might perceive the data collection process as the process of education and think of answering
to tasks or questions “correct”. However, it is important to explain children that the
information that they are going to provide researcher with, is their opinion and reflection.
There is no “right or wrong” answer or approach in data collection process. Giving children
time for understanding and adjusting the research atmosphere would assist the researcher to
collect the relevant data.

Research with children demands the cooperation with gatekeepers. Researchers must build
the cooperation with different range of gatekeepers (Cree, Kay and Tisdall, 2002). The
challenges with gatekeeper ranges depending on the situation (Fargas-Malet, McSherry, Larkin
and Robinson, 2010). In my research possible gatekeepers can be adult managers of the
institution. Also, the child managers of the “Child Ambassadors Council” institution can be
mentioned as gatekeepers. I am planning to use the techniques of the researchers -
researcher roles to ease the data collection process if it is going to be needed. Adults usually
forget and abandon the culture of childhood while growing up (PUNCH, 2002). As I have
emphasized in the 2" chapter, Azerbaijan is a country where the elements of societal values
are still kept, and the society is adult dominated. Perceiving children as mature and competent
can be challenging for adults. While exploring different countries we can see several variations
of childhoods. Even within the borders of the same country, practices of families and children
differ.

Having or creating child-friendly space is important for expression of the opinions of children
freely (PUNCH, 2002), however, the institution “Child Ambassadors Council” is designed for
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young people to declare their thoughts freely. In this mission, Abebe’s (2009) friendly role will
strongly assist me for building the trust relationship between me and my child informants.
Researchers must also bear in mind that, during the data collection process children are given
the full opportunity for expression and “their child spaces are not invaded” (PUNCH, 2002,
p.328). The interviewing process with adults - authorities would not be a challenge as they
have declared their interest and full support for my master project when I have described my
project them.

Building rapport with children is not an effortless process for adult researchers. Other
challenge of the data collection process may occur in terms of ensuring privacy and
confidentiality (Mauthner, 1997; Barker and Weller, 2003) with young children. Children - the
informants of the project should be given informed consent. Researcher can also make the
oral presentation of the project (PUNCH, 2002). This session could assist the researcher and
the informants for getting a clear outline of the project. Conducting a research in some
institutions such as schools is usually more challenging than it is planned. Children sometimes,
can feel that they are obliged to join to the data collection process (Erbay, 2003; Morrow,
2001). Mostly, children can think about providing the researcher with “right” answer (PUNCH,
2002), or else children might choose the answers that they think adults want to hear from
them (Backett-Milburn and McKie, 1999) as I have mentioned previously. My previous
experiences while conduction of bachelor thesis have shown me even during the psychological
research within the educational institutions, children tried to provide me with “correct
answers.” However, earlier experiences have taught me how to cope with challenges and
create a fertile data collection environment. Additionally, during the data collection process,
researcher can observe that some participants are not willing to continue while others are
extremely dedicated (Fargas-Malet and McSherry, 2010). In that case, researchers can stop
the data collection process in a kind and respectful manner (Alderson and Morrow, 2004) with
unwilling informants. Stopping the data collection process in the right time can help to follow
the ethical considerations and ensure the validity of collected data by following the
volunteerism principle.

4.4 Chosen methods for data collection process: Interviews and Diaries

Qualitative research methods are being utilized for the data collection. Chosen methods will
aid me to broad my views on the launched institution. Additionally, diaries and interviews will
assist me to explore the research questions in-depth. Collected data provides researcher with
an overview about the explored topic. It encompasses the knowledge and assumptions on
specifically chosen topic — “Children’s rights in Azerbaijan: Child Ambassadors Council”.
Moreover, I have chosen interviews and diaries for data collection of my master’s thesis.
Children will be asked to join to interviews and diaries. Their participation will be affirmed with
the written consent. As well, authorities will be asked to be interviewed. Unfortunately, due to
pandemics I had to limit the numbers of methods that I was going to use. I was planning to
include the mapping method as well. However, chosen methods will navigate the progress of
the research and will give me a reflective overview about the explored topic.

4.4.1 Interviews

Interviews are daily part of our lives. Interviews can also be interpreted as daily
conversations, due to my personal experiences. The method explores informants’ viewpoints
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on explored topic, using the interviews for collecting data demands a clear structure and
purpose (Brinkmann and Kvale, 2018).

Formulating the guide for interviews is essential, interview guide is the controller for
researcher and assists to guide the topic that is investigated. Further, while writing questions,
researchers should bear in mind that, simplicity and briefness of the questions have been
followed (Brinkmann and Kvale, 2018). If the researcher includes and covers the sensitive
topic, the first questions should not be difficult (Charlesworth and Rodwell, 1997) it should
create a space for opening the conversation. The introduction questions can discuss certain
situations (Brinkmann and Kvale, 2018). While writing interview guide, I have tried to
elaborate the significant points, still, started with regular questions. The first questions aim to
find out the elements from daily lives of informants. Yet, the interview guide with adults have
been designed differently.

If the question is misinterpreted or misunderstood by the researcher or research informant, it
is important to clarify the question to avoid misinterpretation. The determination of
misunderstanding can be detected during the answers of informants. Avoiding general
questions and formulating wh-questions for the interviews is another crucial assumption
(Waterman, Blades and Spencer, 2001) which assists researcher to explore the investigated
area deeper. General questions (which are also known as “yes or no” questions) are
minimizing the scale of research. These - general questions are also narrowing down the
possibility of comprehensive data collection. Researchers should also avoid asking too many
questions (Cameron 2005; Fargas-Malet and McSherry, 2010) and the questions should be
formulated in appropriate language (PUNCH, 2002). However, I have also translated the
questions into Azerbaijani. I have generated main questions and additional questions to clarify
the investigated area. I will be using additional questions if they are needed. Mentioned
significant issues are the key principles for assisting the researcher while interviewing process.

Although interviewing is tempting and seems to be easy, it has several difficulties and
challenges. It is also important for researchers to follow the verbal and non-verbal prompts
during interviews to demonstrate the interest of the researcher. However, additional
comments about assessment of the interviews should be avoided (Cameron, 2005).
Interviewing process, occasionally, can be boring for informants, in this case, researchers can
organize either additional activities or take a pause (Fargas-Malet and McSherry, 2010). After
the conclusion of the interviewing process, researcher and informants can have some
debriefing (Clark, 2005). Debriefing can assist the researcher to reflect on the key points of
the informants’ answers. Moreover, it can also assist to support informants where they felt
overwhelming (Kay, Cree, Tisdall and Wallace, 2003) or extremely sensitive.

The chosen method is very relevant for the investigation of children’s rights issues in
Azerbaijan, especially in the context of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution. People and
young citizens in Azerbaijan are often open to talk about their experiences. Azerbaijani people
are also known for being talkative and they like giving detailed information about spoken
topic. Glimpsing to these facts and referring to my previous research experience, I am sure
that interviews will assist me to get information in-depth. The method is going to be utilized
for both children and authorities. For two different target groups I have formulated different
interview guides. The interview guide delimited the key questions regarding to the researched
area as I have emphasized previously. Due to global pandemics the interviews will be done
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online, and informants’ answers will be voice recorded. Of course, the anonymity of the
research informants is strictly followed.

4.4.2 Diaries

Diaries are methods of qualitative data collection. While choosing the method, I have also
reflected on the opportunity that diaries would provide me. The main opportunity of this
method is to have a detailed information about participants’ feelings and thoughts, especially
in thought-provoking situations (Bedwell, McGowan and Lavender, 2012). As the data
collection method, diaries have gained popularity among social and healthcare research
(Jones, 2000). Diaries can assist researcher to go deeper about the daily lives of informants in
social studies. However, in healthcare system, diaries are used for the investigation of the
illness and capturing the development of the ill people (Richardson, 1994). Diaries are also
viewed as an insightful and “useful” source of data collection (Cassel and Symon, 2004) for
social research. The method itself assists researcher to encompass the practises of research
informants in details. As thesis is exploring the implementation of children’s rights and the
elements of participation, the use of diaries can assist me for accessing the reflections of child
informants about the institution that they are engaged with. Also, while choosing the method,
I aim to explore the daily lives of child ambassadors.

Diaries are considered as the stimulation method for the investigation of interviews (Kajander,
Latti, Hatakka and Korpela, 2007). Interviews assists child informants to reflect on diaries.
Subsequently, interviews give an introduction for children to choose the information that they
are going to reflect on. Diaries can also be seen as a tool which helps the informants to write
about any issue, even their reflections on “unnecessary” issues (Kajander, Latti, Hatakka and
Korpela, 2007). However, these small details can be useful and utilized for the development of
the research. Sometimes “unnecessary” issues can create reflections for the development of
the research.

Yet, there are also some potential difficulties while the use of chosen method. The chosen
method is time-consuming (Kajander, Latti, Hatakka and Korpela, 2007) and analyses of the
diaries are also challenging. Therefore, there are several ways of data collection with the
assistance of diaries — electronic, written, with the help of dictaphone etc (Bedwell, McGowan
and Lavender, 2012). Due to global pandemics, I am planning to use the electronic forms of
diaries. Some children can have difficulties with the use of technology devices and some of
them can have difficulty for the access to electronic devices. Moreover, some children can
interpret the use of diary as a usual school task, while others can describe a detailed
information about their lives (Fargas-Malet and McSherry, 2010).

As I have mentioned, the interviews can be also challenging for children in terms of
expressing themselves. Hereby, diaries might help children who cannot express their opinions
in interviews. Some informants find it useful to express their thoughts in a written form. The
use of diaries can also expand the knowledge of researcher on children’s everyday practices.
Still, the level of lexical resources of child participants can be a possible difficulty of this
method (PUNCH, 2002). But also, as I am conversant that child informants are between the
ages of 14-17, I do not think that there will be significant difficulty with their expression of
speech.

Diaries are chosen for capturing thoughts of children about the institution on a daily basis.

They assist to investigate personal reflections and emotions of child participants about the
53



investigated institution. As the data collection is planned to be conducted online due to global
pandemics, it can consume more time than planned schedule. Writing diaries and forwarding
them to me would be a challenge of chosen method. I have planned to use the written form of
diaries. Participants of the master thesis project will be asked to scan the written diaries and
forward them to me. Child ambassadors are usually functioning online, so the possible
hardship about the use of electronic devices can be just an assumption.

4.5 The role of researcher — choosing proper approach

Conducting a proper research in Azerbaijan is challenging. From my personal observation,
social sciences scholars did not conduct a research in Azerbaijan. However, my previous
experiences will guide me for the formulation of proper research role. Also, there are some
literatures about research design in neighbouring countries, but these are not enough. The
perspective of Azerbaijan on children’s rights can be different from the neighbouring states,
although Azerbaijan shares a lot in common with neighbouring states and nationalities. I have
explored some researcher roles that would assist me during the data collection. The power
imbalance in the research is one of the main problems while data collection. The problem can
be solved with the assistance of suggested researcher roles. Choosing the proper researcher
role can also aid the researcher to certain the validity of collected data. Some of the
researchers also suggest using the participatory methods (Christensen and James, 2008)
during data collection.

Researcher can take the responsibility of creating “space for dialogue”, nevertheless, it is also
important to avoid the questions that can revive traumatic memories of children during the
dialogues (Kjorholt, 2012). Avoiding “harm” to children, researcher can observe the
researched institution(s) or individual(s) before the conduction of participatory methods.
Another suggestion for researchers to avoid harming children and making them feel
comfortable during data collection is to become familiar with child informants (Mayall, 2008).
The method would be beneficial with the physical attendance of the researcher and informants
in the field. Though, it is very challenging to introduce yourself as a researcher to informants
online.

“Atypical or incompetent” adult role is also another suggestion (Corsaro, 2003). But it is also
important to explore the term “typical adult” within the researched geography (Beazley,
Bessel, Ennew and Watson, 2009). Determination of the term would assist researcher to
regulate the data collection process properly. The suggestion of the “atypical adult” role is to
leave the role of researcher/adult and represent some elements of the childhoods, for instance
talking during silent times, making funny faces when teacher is writing something on the
board etc. However, sometimes, researchers are acting from the role of adults, but researcher
should not forget that, they must consider the generational issues while data collection with
children (Mayall, 2000). This can be considered as a wrong approach of the researcher
towards child informants (Alderson, 1995), additionally, being over-critical as a researcher
(Conolly, 2002) might cause the relevant problem. Moreover, research with children is also
different according to their life experiences. For instance, the experience of 3 years old child is
different from 12 years old. Child development models cannot be considered as universal.
These models are culturally and socially different and specific (Woodhead, 1998). Researcher
is also responsible for the “creating” ability of entering to the worlds of informants with
different age groups.
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Using least adult role (Mandell, 1991) can also benefit the researcher to keep the balance with
child informants during research. Least adult role is aiming to minimize the power during the
interaction with children. However, including adults to research is also challenging. Another
assumption is to include children as co-researchers and invite them to participate actively in
research process. But this cooperation should not harm or misdirect the flow of the research
and might be unreal in terms of online data collection process. Friendly role (Abebe, 2009) is
aiming to minimize the power and build the trust with child informants. The role perfectly fits
the researched topic and geography. Children’s trust to researchers and approaching them as
friends can be a guarantee of getting valid and proper information, children’s real viewpoints
about the researched subject. Nevertheless, the difficulty of the mentioned researcher role
can be determined as the deep emotional connection with informants.

Children are also needed to be viewed as an important part of the research (Kjorholt, 2012).
Building trust, spending time with children can help the researcher for the further progress of
data collection, however, the relationship between researcher and informants varies due to
social cultural context and the topic of investigation (Kjorholt, 2012). Fortunately, the
knowledge and previous experience in the geography of Azerbaijan has positively impacted on
my balancing strategy for the research. Yet, the power imbalance, I assume, is the culturally
set, children of Azerbaijan are used to respect elderly people and view them as powerful. I
would say the reason is not that, children are afraid of adults, but it is deeply connected with
cultural values especially with the element of respect.

Overall, the conduction of data, researching needs to be organized with the help of reflexivity
and at the same-time self-criticism. Researchers need to improve their visions on researching
children and they need to question themselves for further practices as researchers (Beazley,
Bessel, Ennew and Watson, 2009). These issues are duties of researchers for the development
of their research strategy.

4.6 Ethical considerations

Ethical considerations are going to be followed during data collection process. The declaration
of Helsinki, which was established in 1947, strongly recommends to ensure the safety of
research participants in different fields of studies (WMA - The World Medical Association-WMA
Declaration of Helsinki — Ethical Principles for Medical Research Involving Human Subjects,
2020). Exploring the Azerbaijan’s experiences of CRC’s implementation, it is necessary to give
opportunities to the active participants of the government institution “Child Ambassadors
Council” for hearing their reflections on children’s rights. The use of consent form and detailed
plan of ethical considerations are going to be implemented for the anonymity of research
informants. Conducting a research in a different and new geographical site — Azerbaijan is
challenging for many researchers. Nevertheless, my previous experiences in Azerbaijan, will
assist me to adjust international frameworks of ethical guidelines. *“Whereas more than 50%
of the researchers in the Global North report that national ethical guidelines have a major
impact on ethics they follow when doing research with children, this is not the case for
researchers in the Global South” (Powell et al 2011, in Kjgholt 2012, p 37). Still, the local -
Azerbaijani ethical guidelines are parallel with the international guidelines, and I do not think
that researching in Azerbaijan will be difficult in terms of ethical considerations.

Ethics play a role of guidance to ensure the safety of research informants and aids researchers
to conduct and report investigation without harming the informants. The practice of ethical
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guidelines during conduction of the research is essential for the validity of established report.
In developed countries, the training of research ethics is mandatory, however, in developing
countries it is quite different. The situation in developing countries the ethics of research is not
strictly being followed. Some of the reasons can be the low quality of trainings, the national
regulations about research ethics and etc (Swedan, Khabour, Alzoubi and Aljabali, 2020). As a
developing country Azerbaijan has also problems on ethical guidance on social research areas
(UNICEF, 2019). Local researchers often forget about the existence of the ethical guidelines,
although it is very crucial to follow the ethical guidelines.

Participation in data collection is voluntarily. The requirements and recommendations of NSD
are going to be followed. Moreover, before starting each part of data collection process,
children are going to be informed about upcoming steps. The informative talks or else
notifications can benefit the cooperation among researcher and research informants.
Authorities are also going to be the part of the research process. Engaging responsible people
for the institution can be beneficial for encompassing information about the researched
institution as the institution is newly established and there is little information about the
launched institution. Knowing the perspectives of managers of the institution can open new
reflections. This can also be beneficial to investigate how the institution functions.

4.6.1 Informed consent and participation

Gatekeepers can sometimes burden researcher for asking the consent from child informants of
the research (PUNCH, 2002). They are asking the child informants about the plot of the
questions (Fargas-Mallet and McSherry, 2010) which can stress the child (Masson, 2006) and
at the same time researcher (Bushin, 2007). Informed consent must provide a clear outline
for the informants about the main idea of the research. Also, it is important that the language
of the consent should be set for the age group of informants. I am planning to collect data
with children aged 14-17 and adults. The additional and crucial issues about the research
must be briefly discussed and mentioned in the informed consent (Beazley, Bessel, Ennew and
Watson, 2009) such as the significance of the thesis, aim and outcome. Informants need to be
aware of volunteer participation of the data collection process. Additionally, they should
acknowledge the right of withdraw from the research any time (Ennew and Plateau, 2004). To
some extends giving the consent for the children can be challenging as the participants could
be uneducated or unenthusiastic due to legal framework (Abebe, Enew and Kjorholt, 2009). I
am planning to ask for the consent of child informants above the age of 16. Parents or legal
guardians of child informants aged below 16, will be asked to affirm the participation of child.

Participation of adults in research has a long historical practice and these experiences are
often applied in the research with children (Boyden and Ennew, 1997). However, these
practices are being progressed and adjusted to relevant date, as well, to the age group of
child informants (Beazley, Bessel, Ennew and Watson, 2009). Additionally, it is proper to
notify the informants about the limitations of the provided confidentiality (Williamson,
Goodenough, Kent, and Ashcroft, 2005). This is an important principle for assisting informants
with the legacy. This also aids to balance ethical dilemmas.

The use of consent form and asking for consent of participation is not widely used in
Azerbaijan, nevertheless, the institutions and government are progressing on this issue
(UNICEF, 2019). Parents/legal guardians will be given information and the informants from
authorities — adult informants will be asked for a consent. Consent forms and information
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letter are organized in both languages: English and Azerbaijani. The informants of the data
collection process will be children and managers of the institution “*Child Ambassadors Council”
as I have emphasized before.

As the participants are school children and authorities hold minimum BA degree, there will be
no problem with writing and reading while obtaining the consent. The consent form will be
presented to research informants. After the presentation of consent form, conversations on
the given form can be organized. Discussions can assist researcher and the participants to
enlighten the questions and concern that they are having. These discussions can also be
organized with parents.

4.6.2 Anonymity of participants

It is very important to keep to confidentiality of research informants. Hence, it is also very
hard to avoid adults’ pressures and ensure the reliability of the given information (Beazley,
Bessel, Ennew and Watson, 2009). These assumptions vary in accordance to different
geographical context. For instance, families in Global South are usually having more power on
children and their lives. I have given some examples in 2™ and 3™ chapters - children’s
participation rights and decision-making in life essential topics in different countries such as
Turkey, Russia, Norway, Finland, Azerbaijan etc. Children can sometimes, disclose the private
information about third people and it can be concluded with negative consequences (Beazley,
Bessel, Ennew and Watson, 2009). Consequently, the responsibility of the researcher is to
give a proper information about the importance of the privacy. Also, researcher should explain
the negative consequence of shaing data with third people.

Participants will be ensured that their anonymity is my priority. They will also be informed that
they can withdraw from the study anytime and that would not bring any harm to them
further. Their choices will be anonymous and not shared with anyone. Additionally, the notes
that are going to be made during data collection process are going to be transferred to
computer and later kept in hard drive.

No face photos, no video recordings will be taken. I am planning to record children’s voices at
the same time adult informants’ voices. Voice recordings will be kept in the private hard drive.
During the voice record of the participants, they will not be identifying themselves or giving
the information that can reveal their privacy and give personal information. I am planning to
ask child informants to send me the diaries via email and these emails will not be identifying
the names or any personal information of the informants.
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CHAPTER V
5.0 “Child Ambassadors Council” institution

This chapter indicates the important nuances during the interviewing processes with
moderators of the launched institution. Adult informants of my master thesis have clarified the
raised issues about the essence of the “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution. The chapter
also demonstrates how the managers ended up with launching council. Adult informants -
managers also explain the principles, significance, advantages of the project. Nevertheless,
the state committee is also working to reshape and entitle the availability of launched
institution. The moderators of the institution, perhaps, had difficulties and challenges while
forming the collective. The interesting emphasis has been made about further plans for the
working principles of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution. 3 adult moderators joined to the
data collection process.

5.1 The significance of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution

Child Ambassadors Council is being counted as the new innovative institution for promotion
and protection of children’s rights. Children’s activism and their citizenship issues are being
undertaken by the government committee. The significance of the launched institution is
described by the moderators of the council:

"The main aim of the Child Ambassadors Council is to ensure the further social activism and
integrity of children, moreover, this institution is aimed to minimize the law violations against
children”.

Institution aims to give children opportunity in decision-making process, which is considered
as the right of each child (Lind,2017). The legal framework of “"Child Ambassadors Council”
institution is based on CRC and National Right on Children’s Rights of the Republic of
Azerbaijan. The adult informants claim that, the framework was created by taking the CRC
and National Law articles as paramount principles. In 2020, the President of the Republic of
Azerbaijan has declared a law about “Child Strategy of the Government in the years of 2020-
2030” (Azarbaycan Prezidentinin Rasmi internet sahifasi - SONODLOR » Sarancamlar, 2021)
where the priority is given to train and educate each and every child about their own rights.

The creation of “Child Ambassadors Council” was planned in the year of “Volunteers” - 2017
by The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan.
The institution first, planned a pilot project for implementation of CRC and National Law. As
the expectations grew, the project encompassed, and the status of project was shifted to
institution. Main 4 aims are considered as: to formulate freedom of speech; to enrich the
ability of leadership; to provide the rights of participation and to formulate the patriotic youth
for the further development of the state which is closely linked with child-sized citizenship
model (Jans, 2004). Also, the aim of the “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution is to
demonstrate and erudite children’s right to children by the help of child ambassadors.
Although in the context of Global South, children are mostly viewed as incompetent and
having lack freedom to declare their thoughts freely (Lind, 2017), the government’s efforts on
children’s participation are valuable.

This institution also assists to follow the National Law and ratified convention. Child
Ambassadors Council is almost functioning for a year and the statistics of violation of
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children’s rights are visibly dropping as adult informants mention. The role of ambassadors is
to act as a monitoring institution for protection of children’s rights. CRC’s article 12 on
participation and National Law’s article 26 on mobilizing in social organizations are taken as
paramount. Every 2 years, the state committee organizes the child forums where more than
500 children participate. Although the state committee is responsible for planning the forum,
children are usually being the organizers. I would like to mention the national law’s article 26
broader:

"Children have the right to establish and unite in public associations and public amateur
bodies in accordance with the legislation of the Republic of Azerbaijan in places of education or
residence.”

These forums are being organized under the national law, which gives an opportunity for
children to declare their thoughts freely. The idea of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution
has developed while organizing these forums. The offers from children during these forums
have also been undertaken while setting the frameworks for council. As children’s agencies
vary in different circumstances (Tisdall and Punch, 2012), the local model of children’s
assembly which is supported by government is “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution. I
would like to emphasize the 13t article of CRC which is determining the political and civic
rights that children must be provided with. These forums are being generated for assisting the
government to hear children’s concerns about their rights and child policy.

The committee is playing a role of "mediator” which is building bridges between the
government bodies and children. According to the informants they are constantly listening
children and trying to hear their opinions about different issues. After hearing children, they
organize meetings with different ministries, for instance, The Ministry of Education, The
Ministry of Youth and Sport etc. These meetings are shaping the ability of demonstration of
free speech as it is indicated in the articles 12,13 - CRC and articles 12,14 in national law.
“Child Ambassadors Council” institution might assist the committee to reshape the national
law if that is needed. Nevertheless, the orthodox views on seeing children as “property”
(Archard, 1993) is being outdated by the assistance of launched institution.

5.2 National Law of The Republic of Azerbaijan on Children’s Rights -
implementation of CRC

The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan is
the executive structure of the government which ensures the human policy. I have also
mentioned that child policy is being viewed within the umbrella term of human policy. The
committee has a department of “child problems” which is focused to implement CRC and
National Law, also solve the problems of children on a daily basis. According to the managers
of the “Child Ambassadors Council” institution, the state committee is listening carefully to the
contributed ideas of the children and translate these ideas into official language and offer the
change in law if that is necessary.

Mostly violations of National Law of Republic of Azerbaijan on Children’s Rights are observed
in gender parity, early marriages, child labour and exploitation of children (UNICEF, 2019).
The State Committee is trying to erudite ambassadors about their own rights and
recommending them to inform the initial authorities whenever they face or withess the
violation of children’s rights. Children and the committee are training the society by the help

of different organizations such as posters, meetings, hearing etc. “Child Ambassadors Council”
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institution is considered as the main institution in country which monitors the implementation
of children’s rights policy.

5.2.1 How children were chosen?

There were several criteria for being chosen as a child ambassador. The main rule for being an
ambassador was children’s willingness and desire. Age of child ambassadors were set between
14-17. Children had to be willing to social activism and participation and their academic
records had to be higher. The child ambassadors were interviewed by officials of The State
Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan. Open call for
being participant was announced on TV, radio, and social networks. However, most of the
willing children and child ambassadors were chosen among the participants of the child forums
who applied for being an ambassador.

Therefore, children had to shoot a video about their social activism and projects that they
previously were attending. They had to explain the reason why the committee had to choose
them for being an ambassador. Moreover, they were interviewed after passing the first stage
of enrolment process. One of the moderators said:

"Children are the role models for their peers, their knowledge on children’s rights should be
comprehensive, so they can promote children’s rights and train their peers”.

Adult informants also accentuate the necessity of child ambassadors as participants of the
council. They think that children’s participation can encourage other children to get
information about children’s rights and descend the number of violations. I was also
wondering why highly qualified children are chosen as ambassadors and one of the informants
clarified:

"It was important to admit children with higher academic qualifications to join to the council.
This aims to motivate other children to study hard and effective. We are even planning to
arrange some educative competitions. Also, we might include children as ambassador by the
reference from their teachers.”

I would like to mention the model of Finland, where child deputies were introduced to
children’s parliaments by teachers (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and Wilska, 2012). In Ethiopian
model, children were encouraged (Lemessa and Kjorholt, 2013) to promote children’s rights.
The Azerbaijani model of children’s activism and implementation of children’s rights are based
on “child-to-child” principle where children are being the trainees. This principle aims to train
children about their rights. Trained children shall train other children on children’s rights.
Moreover, committee is planning to engage families to this project for the development of
children’s rights. “Child-to-child” principle or else as the committee calls “project” shall ensure
the implementation of children’s rights and decrease the number of violations towards children
in Azerbaijan. Educating and training children by the help of child language (Hanson and
Nieuwenhuys, 2013) will encourage other children to train their peers and vicinity about
children’s rights. This will benefit the government for reducing the numbers of child abuse and
assist to fulfil the implementation of National Law and CRC.

5.3 How does the "Child Ambassadors Council” institution function?

Despite the practices of neighbouring Russia — where families are usually taking the
responsibility of promotion and implementation of children’s rights (Schmidt and Shchurko,
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2014) and Turkey - where municipalities are taking advantage of promotion and
implementation of children’s rights (Degirmencioglu, 2010), in Azerbaijan government is
interested in children’s further development and implementation of their rights. Government is
also trying to upbring children as future citizens. The Azerbaijani model of children’s agencies
is connected to the government’s child policy. I was informed that children are bringing up
new ideas. However, the moderator says:

"Children are full of new ideas. They think in a broader scale and child ambassadors’ ideas can
be applied only when the society is fully westernized. However, we try to reformulate their
opinions and apply for local communities. Mentality and social values should be protected
while consideration of given offers.”

I was also informed that State Committee tries to alter the international legacy to local
community. As I described in chapter 2, the national law outlines the importance of patriotic
values along with respect. One of the adult informants utters:

"The importance of national-cultural values, dress code, gender balance, improvement of
public speaking is progressed for child ambassadors after joining to the council. Likewise, they
meet well-known writers, scientists who impact on their lives. Their offer to present books to
children who fight against COVID19 motivated sick children. We as a committee are following
the national and international frameworks for the progress of children’s rights. Launched
institution is based on the clarity principle. Children are being grown as future leaders and
citizens. Educating children about their rights and encouraging them to train their vicinity will
result in the statistics of decreased child abuse. Children are being taught about the protocol
rights — how to dress properly in official events, how to speak in government meetings. They
are also encouraged to tolerate world heritage and save the environment. Azerbaijani children
should be humble, patriotic, respectful and integrated.”

Giving away books to sick children, meeting with eminent people and showing respect to
environment are the main characteristics of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution. It is also
crucial to listen to children carefully. Their new ideas are being undertaken seriously by
government committee and government authorities try to change or reshape the law if there
is any necessity. For instance, state committee has elaborated children proposes on the age of
marriage for girls. As a result, the marriage age for girls risen from 16 to 18. This was just an
example of importance of children’s proposals. The provision of liberal decision-making even
in the context of families in neighbouring states are limited (Erbay, 2013; Degirmenchioglu,
2010). Nevertheless, the authorial bodies of the Republic of Azerbaijan are encouraging
children to bring up the ideas and the problems of modern childhoods.

I have also been informed that; children are almost raising the issues about the violation of
children’s rights in every meeting. Child ambassadors usually ring the moderators of state
committee if the situation is critical, or they discuss through the social network platforms.
Raised problems are usually being discussed by the members of council. Children and
moderators usually discuss the concerns and try to give the possible way outs to the problem.
One of the moderators is telling:

"We are trying to approach to the problem from the viewpoints of children which assist us to
solve the problem with no harm principle. Actually, the main aim of the institution is to
approach to the concerns from children’s opinions. Children can see the things that adults

cannot. Especially they are young, and we have generational differences, their approaches can
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be more beneficial with less harm. Convention on the Rights of a Child is also taking the best
interest of a child as paramount. Best principle of the child means that all considerations
about children must be child friendly. It ensures the psychological and physical development
of every child and Azerbaijani National Law has these elements. The problem is not every child
is informed about their own rights. It is important to know the rights to stop the violation, at
least to reduce the number of abuses.”

The moderators say that main task of child ambassadors is to conclude the given task by the
deadline. Tasks usually include to organize meetings, create posters, share updates on social
networks etc. Child Ambassadors Council institution’s moderators also clarified the
expectations from child ambassadors:

“Our expectation from child ambassadors is to learn their rights and train other children about
their own rights. This can assist government to execute the CRC and National Law on
Children’s Rights. We also expect child ambassadors to report the child abuse immediately.
Our main task as moderators to teach them their rights and obligation for upbringing
tomorrow’s citizens.”

5.4 “1t is not always easy to work together, however, we could succeed!”

According to the legal framework of the “Children’s Ambassadors Council” institution, child
ambassadors learn and practise CRC and National Law. Children can also reflect on the legal
documents and bring new ideas for the progress of the National Law on Children’s Rights with
clear ideas. Children, by the assistance of the institution are meeting with authorities and
parliamentary members of the government. In these meetings children are raising issues
about their concerns in child policy. Afterwards, children are officially address authorities
about their reflections in the law. Government, herewith, optimize and discuss with children
the suggestion again. After optimization and adjustment of the law, the bid is being sent to
Parliament of Azerbaijan Republic for ratification. As an example, the change to the marriage
age, as I have emphasized before. This is the cooperation between child ambassadors and
moderators of the institution.

I would also like to mention my personal experiences and analyse the comparison of childhood
within the years of 2004-2021. I used to attend in many social events. The activism of
children and child groups have started to be relevant from the years of 2005-2006. At the
beginning of child activism movement, we were provided with some outlines of child policy.
Also, organizations ensured us that we can erudite our peers and make our voices to be
heard. The legal actions and responses to our concerns were slower.

Modern institutions are more immediate in terms of reacting to the concerns of children. Of
course, not everything is constructed ideal. However, modern childhood is actively taking part
in the volunteerism and activism torrents. Young people are having more democracy in
families, educational and governmental institutions as well as NGOs. This is strongly linked
with the viewing children as competent and listening to them carefully. The concept of age
(Farson, 1974) is not relevant anymore in terms of competency. Children’s intelligent freedom
(Morrow and Mayall, 2009) is being secured and encouraged by the assistance of these
institutions.

The institution has impacted on ambassadors positively, this is an outcome of interviews
which were taken from both children and moderators. One of the adult informants of my
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project has even told me that they are receiving various letters from other children for being
one of the ambassadors:

"Child Ambassadors Council” institution reveals the talents of children and boosts their
investigation skills about their own rights. We are receiving a lot of letters by children for
joining our team. Perhaps, we are going to enlarge our community. Institution impacts on
children positively, as their leadership, public-speaking and many more skills are being
developed.”

As Van Bueren (2010) argues, these kinds of institutions and organizations are playing
essential role in life of children. Moreover, I was interested in hearing the challenges that
moderators were facing:

"The toughest moment was to gather children as one family under one institution. Their
psychological differences and similarities had to be viewed for shaping the collective. However,
children and we - staff could cooperate with one another. Children are full of new ideas and
we try to listen them. Children have created strong friendship bonds. We are like family. Once
again, it was not easy to collaborate together at the beginning, however we could succeed.”

Another adult informant mentions:

"The toughest moment is relevant time for me. We are trying to replace the grownup
ambassadors with new ones. We have been working together and it is hard to say “"goodbye”
to some of our ambassadors.”

5.4.1 Global Pandemics

“Child Ambassadors Council” institution has started to function in June 2020.As a result of
global pandemics, 99% of the meetings are being held online. Moderators and children are
hopeful for the near end of the pandemics. They are waiting to meet and collaborate by the
assistance of physically held meetings. COVID19 is currently limiting the physical meetings
and postponing the plans not only for “Child Ambassadors Council” institution but for
everyone. Due to the outbreak, currently, all essential events with physical attendance have
been replaced with digital attendance. The concept of space is now determined as digital.

Child ambassadors usually share the updates through social media. They are being especially
active on important dates such as “International Day of Protection of Children’s Rights”,
“Family Day” etc. One of the moderators has told me that it is more efficient and effective for
child ambassadors to educate their peers and other children as they speak common “child”
language. Despite the power imbalance in some families of the country (Mamedova, 2014),
the opportunity that children are provided with assist children to be more conscious about
their own rights.

Applied digital space model assists institution to continue prearranged schedule. The model of
Finland’s Child Parliament also included the use of digital platforms for listening to children’s
opinions (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and Wilska, 2012). The outbreak of COVID19 could not
stop the council to organize planned events. Nevertheless, moderators say that it is very
challenging to organize online meetings. Children’s reflections on the COVID19 pandemics has
been elaborated in the following chapter 6.
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5.4.2 “"Children’s Parliaments” or “"Child Ambassadors Council”?

In 2" chapter I have explored the Azerbaijani model of Children’s Parliaments that mostly was
observed in educational institutions. 3™ chapter demonstrated examples of different states
policy Children’s Parliaments, to be more précised implementation of legal framework. I was
interested why “Children’s Parliament” institution was needed to be reshaped and called as
“Child Ambassadors Council”. The question has been addressed to the moderators of the
council. I could succeed to find the main differences between mentioned 2 institutions.

The main difference between “Children’s Parliaments” and “Child Ambassadors Council” is
determined by the legal framework of the launched institutions. Moderators say:

“Children’s Parliaments were weaker than Child Ambassadors Council institution. The legacy -
legal framework, structure was not fully set for "Children’s Parliament” institution. We have
revised the framework and build completely new structure for “Child Ambassadors Council”
institution. The new legacy contains liberal views of children. Yes, the previous project also
aimed to provide children with expression of speech, thoughts etc, however, the new
institution aims to have intense meetings. The National Law and CRC is strongly being
followed within the frames of launched institution. In many schools, Children’s Parliaments are
still functioning, nevertheless, the "Child Ambassador Council” institution’s contributions to
children’s rights and implementation of these rights are more comprehensive. Child
ambassadors are closely interacting with us — authorities.”

As I have emphasized the state committee plays the role of mediator which assists children to
benefit from their legal assistance. Child ambassadors are having more advantages in terms of
implementation of National Law and CRC.

The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan is
currently taking the advantage of new technologies for socialization of child participants of the
“Child Ambassadors Council” institution. The latest meeting with the British education worker
has been online and the discussions were on the topic of “online education” (Aila, Qadin va
Usaq Problemlari lizra Dovlat Komitasi - “Usaq Safirlar Maclisi”nin Gzvlari Britaniyal tahsil isgisi
ilo gbrisib, 2021), This is an example for the use of digital platforms in creation of children’s
spatial opportunities and building global networks.

5.5 Further plans - opportunities and limitations, global cooperation

I was interested whether this institution is going to function in the future or not. The number
of attached child ambassadors are limited, and the age category does not cover all children of
the country. Obviously, the pandemics and most of the child ambassadors’ residing area was
Baku although 9 districts were mentioned. Mentioned concern has made me to reflect on
spatial limitations. However, I was informed that, further plans include to open new branches
of “Child Ambassadors Council” institution in the regions. Currently the State Committee is
planning to enlarge the accessibility of institution for other children. One of the moderators
say:

"We are planning to open new branches of “"Child Ambassadors Council”. Institution’s new
branches in regions will encompass the regional cooperation. Also, international cooperation
will be encompassed. For instance, we have already had some meetings with the children from
Turkey; attended in the international events which are about children’s rights. We are trying
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to build international cooperation for the further implementation of children’s rights and global
exchange of practices.”

In terms of the numbers of child ambassadors, adult informants emphasize: "Before the
number of children who were engaged to the "Child Ambassadors Council” institution was 15”
says the manager of the committee, but also adds "however, we are currently planning to
enlarge the number of participants.”

Then another moderator adds:

"Government is interested in hearing children’s voices; we try to formulate the right of
expression. Additionally, we try to encourage children to defend their own rights freely.
Discussed topics usually vary and children’s reflections on different topics such as education,
implementation of children’s rights, promotion of CRC are taken seriously by the committee.
Maybe, you could observe in buses, children have created the posters to promote the
significance of gender equality and reduce the number of sex-selective abortions.”

As I was informed, the state committee is planning to organize a project “From-child-to-child”
which is going to assist other children to be trained about their own rights. In this project child
ambassadors will be holding meetings with children of Azerbaijan Republic. Child ambassadors
train younger children about their rights, but the necessity of having younger children in
council is important according to the moderators of council.

Speaking about giving children voices, one of the moderators mentions:

“We try to implement children’s ideas. As an example, they wanted to formulate the
institution for the promotion of children’s rights. Currently the committee is working to
establish this institution. Moreover, children several times have reported the child abuse cases
and we as a committee investigated the case and supported children with legal assistance.
Once, children in child forums have offered to change the marriage age. We have addressed
the request to Parliament and the new law was ratified by deputies. Of course, their ideas are
global, still, before writing a new legal framework and addressing it to parliament, we are
discussing it with child ambassadors again and adjusting it to the national mentality. Children
must be ensured that their thoughts are important for the government committee. They are
capable, assisting the government committee to establish, re-write, revise the legal
framework. This is one of the main objectives of "Child Ambassadors Council” institution.”

Although the age of child ambassadors is between 14-17 the committee has decided to lower
the age group. Further plan of the institution includes to lower the age group of participants,
open new branches of institutions in regions, encompass the number of participants, entitle
schools to the institution.
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CHAPTER VI
6.0 “Child Ambassadors Council” institution

This chapter explores the reflections of child ambassadors on launched institution. Their daily
lives, the reaction of their peers, friends and families are being discussed in the following
passages. Moreover, the significance of CRC and National Law on Children’s Rights are going
to be discovered from the viewpoints of children. Children oversee their responsibilities, and
their views are being undertaken seriously by authorities. It is also important to view them
competent. The advantage of being viewed as competent assist them to progress the
implementation of CRC and National Law freely. Children’s reflections on launched institution
“Child Ambassadors Council” are described with the assistance of chosen methods -
interviews and diaries. 8 children agreed to take part in the data collection process. 4 of them
were boys and 4 were girls. Age of children were between 14-17.

6.1 Daily lives of Ambassadors

As I have indicated, the method diaries are chosen for knowing the daily activities (Kajander,
Latti, Hatakka and Korpela, 2007) of child ambassadors. The method could open new
reflections for me. However, 5 out of 8 informants agreed on participating in diaries.

Child ambassadors’ daily lives are usually focused on the preparation for graduation exam and
attending online classes. Additionally, they try to inform their vicinity about children’s rights.
Ambassadors also mention that they usually attend in additional activities such as theatre and
music school, charity events etc.

"Before pandemics, my life was different, I used to go in for sports, do music and spend time
with friends. But now mostly, I spend time at home. My day is already planned by myself, I
am 10" grade student, so I need to study hard. However, I try to do music, and attend in
theatre club online.” — says one of the ambassadors.

Children are also, trying to educate their peers and acquaintances about the children’s rights
daily. Ambassadors are meeting their ambassador colleagues frequently. This is mentioned as
important part of their weekly lives. They usually discuss the problems of modern childhood in
Azerbaijan during these meetings.

Child ambassadors are not only mentioning of the significance of being social activists, but
they emphasize the importance of the activities that they are physically entitled to. Some of
them play football, volleyball, do jogging as a daily part of their lives. Some of them are also
engaged to charity events such as feeding and rescuing homeless animals, giving away books
to their peers, finding out the poor family and trying to support them by notifying the
authorities and foundations etc. Some ambassadors mention that reading books on a daily
basis is on their daily schedule.

One of the informants indicates that, ambassadors, at least 3 times a week, examine the CRC
and National Law on the Rights of the Child of the Republic of Azerbaijan in-depths.
Afterwards, they meet with other ambassadors and discuss the legal papers.

I also wanted to clarify their thoughts on whether if it is needed to revise the National Law on
Children’s Rights or not. Child ambassadors declared that it is important to secure the
implementation rather than changing or revising the law. One of the ambassadors mentioned:
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"We - ambassadors are aiming to promote the children’s rights. It is very important. Almost
every day we are promoting and trying to succeed implementation of children’s rights by the
assistance of government committee. We learn CRC and National Law and try to understand
these documents, afterwards we try to implement what we have learnt.”

Another one adds:

“National Law is based on CRC. Of course, we have some national elements in our law,
however, I have not come across with the article that needs to be changed. If there will be an
urgent need on revising the National Law, we can discuss it with ambassadors and report our
concerns to state committee.”

Child ambassadors also mentioned the spent time with their families on their daily basis.
Informants are spending time to socialize with their parents and friends, discuss with them
global topics and try to contribute by giving personal reflections about the changes and events
across the globe and country. Ambassadors also remark that, their lives have become more
digital because of the COVID19 outbreak.

While reading the diaries I could see the note "My life became boring because of pandemics”.
Child ambassadors mentioned the impact of COVID19 on their daily lives in the diaries.

6.1.1 Children’s schedule within the frames of “Child Ambassadors Council”

I was also interested if there were any crucial changes in children’s daily routines after joining
to the “Child Ambassadors Council” institution. Children said that, plans only change when the
conferences are scheduled. One of the ambassadors adds:

"Our social activism, yes, perhaps I can also say that my colleagues would agree with me, is
the part of our daily lives. We are used to be socially active, and the institution does not
disrupt us from our daily schedule, on the contrary, we — personally, I assume that the
activism in the institution is as crucial as our education.”

Likewise, I could ask if the council’s tasks are disrupting ambassadors from lessons and they
answered as one “no”, additionally, they supposed that it is their social activity which is as
important as their lessons:

“The activism within the frames of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution is as important as
our lessons. I think social activism and being an ambassador cannot interrupt me from my
lessons.”

The average hours for the spent time on institution weekly was indicated as 4 hours. One of
the ambassadors mentions:

“We usually meet every week online. Our meetings are usually 1-2 hours long and we share
the ideas about upcoming events. But if we are working on specific projects, then we spend
more time.”

Another ambassador emphasizes:

"It is time-consuming when we have to plan the upcoming year’s event calendar, but usually,
attending at meetings is not capturing our time fully. Sometimes I ask permission from my
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teachers not to join to classes because of conferences, however, later on I try to catch up with
my school schedule, and it usually works well.”

Some of the ambassadors mention that their productivity depends on their moods:

........ my productivity depends on my mood. I can be extremely energetic to work and
produce something, and sometimes I can be lazy.”

6.2 “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution helps to learn more about children’s
rights” - children’s views on CRC and National Law - expectations of ambassadors

One of the research questions was based on investigation of children’s reflections on CRC and
National Law. I was interested in hearing thoughts of child ambassador about legal papers.
They, however, emphasized that the importance of legal framework assists them to prevent
children from abuse and decrease the number of violations towards children’s rights. The
significance of CRC and National Law on Children’s Rights are extremely valuable according to
ambassadors. One of the ambassadors mentioned:

"By knowing my rights, I can prevent myself and my friends who are considered as child by
law from any kind of abuse. Children’s rights mean a lot for me. I always knew my rights, but
now I try to enlarge my knowledge on CRC and National Law to erudite my peers and children
around me. Council institution assists me to encompass my knowledge on children’s rights.”

The other ambassador mentions:

"The CRC and National Law are the documents which every child should know about. By
knowing these documents each child can demand their rights. Personally, me, I think that
having legal refence for protection of my own rights helps me to feel safe. CRC is international
convention; however, the National Law is the document which is signed in the year of 1998 for
the protection of my rights in Azerbaijan. Having these rights secures me from harm legally.
To me, children’s rights must be implemented by everyone, because we are children. Being a
child does not mean that we have no rights, on the contrary we have range of rights which is
supported by international documents and government of Azerbaijan Republic.”

Children acknowledge the importance of having legal framework for the development of child
policy. They have told me that, the significant papers on the protection of children’s rights
create a safe space for their further development and citizenship issues. They also informed
me that, these institutions are helping them to be well-adapted citizens in the future (Van
Bueren, 2010). Still, they mention that it is important for other children to realise the
importance of legal documents too. Realizing the significance of children’s rights can assist not
only government organizations but also children’s lives in terms of preventing them any kind
of violation and reduce the number of abuses.

I was also attracted to clarify the expectations of the child ambassadors from launched
institution. One of the ambassadors says:

"Child Ambassadors Council” institution is a unique project which helps children to determine
their real problems and solve them. We work in different departments and each department’s
focus is promotion of children’s rights. We must learn children’s rights, concentrate on

promotion. Council helps us to learn children’s rights before promoting them. The expectation
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from this institution is based on helping other children to develop. I also want them to know
that children have rights.”

The other ambassador emphasizes:

"I would like to make something for the progress of children’s rights, we are first
ambassadors, and first impressions are important. My biggest expectation to succeed the
promotion of children’s rights as I am one of the first child ambassadors.”

The youngest ambassadors of the data collection process have told that, their expectations
are based on the exchange of knowledge, contribute to the society by helping children.
Expectations of ambassadors are usually based on promotion of children’s rights. They would
also like to join to the world cooperation and exchange the knowledge with other children of
the globe.

6.3 “First meeting is the most challenging” - children’s challenges and
responsibilities as ambassadors

Child ambassadors obviously faced challenges throughout the establishment of the institution.
Most of them mentioned that the hardest moment was the first meeting. Because they say
they were unexperienced and did not know one another. Meeting with authorities was
additional responsibility. I was informed the biggest challenge for most of them was the first
meeting with authorities:

“It was very challenging to get ready for the first meeting with authorities. I was nervous and
excited at the same time. Although, I have met a lot of government officials previously, this
meeting was different from others. As ambassadors we were going to start our paths. This
was a huge responsibility.”

Another ambassador adds:

"For me most challenging part was to formulate the trust bonds between our peers and other
children. I had to conform them that our job is to protect their rights. Currently, the children
who know us, trust us, and this is stimulating our job as ambassadors.”

While another ambassador stresses:

"The hardest moment was to meet education expert from abroad, I had to deliver speech, but
I forgot to get ready, and in the last minute I realized that today is the time to meet education
expert. However, I could succeed to present the issue that I was supposed to do.”

While mentioning children’s responsibilities I must utter that children are well-informed about
the institution and set goals of the council. Children mention that they are scheduling their
annual event calendar. Sometimes it is also stressing for them to plan the event calendar.
They emphasize that they make it ready and present to the committee and discuss the format
of upcoming event. Children say that, it is important for children to function in this institution.
They say that, if the adults were main power or decision-makers the institution would not be
so comprehensive, because their views cannot always represent the best interest of the child.
Children also mention: "The Convention on The Rights of a Child, article 3 (if I am not
mistaken) represents that, all made decisions should be in favour of children’s rights.”.
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Ambassadors mention that the crucial significance of their job as ambassadors is to present
children’s perspectives and interests. Nonetheless, one of the ambassadors adds:

"It is important when children themselves learn and promote their rights. We ambassadors
are being recognised by our peers and other children easily because they trust us. We try to
promote our institution and ambassadors.”

Child ambassadors also understand the responsibility of representing the “voices of children”
in state committee. "We should pay the responsibility of being an ambassador” says one of
the ambassadors and adds "we should promote the rights of children for everyone and for the
development of child policy.”.

"Responsibility is colossal — being an ambassador does not mean that we are chosen by
chance, no, they - government and children trust us. We must affirm their trusts and work
hard on the development of children’s rights.” - adds another ambassador.

6.4 Reaction of family members and friends, impact of institution

As I have mentioned in the 2" chapter the importance of family institution in Azerbaijan has
its significance. Socialization is also important for the well-being of Azerbaijani people. From
my personal experiences, I attended at several clubs and communicated with different people
from these clubs. Child ambassadors are “chosen” children who are responsible for the
monitoring of implementation and promotion of children’s rights among other children.

The reaction of family and close friends was completely supportive according to ambassadors.
Still, some of them informed that their friends started to approach them differently - as
adults. But then ambassadors explained them the strategy of institution, also mentioned that
“we are equal”. Ambassadors also talk about that their families did not underestimate the
“Child Ambassadors Council” institution.

The impact of institution on children is based on several issues. First, I would like to comment
about task division in the institution. Task division is organized by ambassadors. The council
consists of several departments which are responsible for various directions - management of
social media, hr etc. This is controlled by board members of “Child Ambassadors Council”
institution. The council also assists child ambassadors to get encompassed information about
CRC and national law. They also emphasize the significance of articles about children’s rights
such as 3 - best interest of the child, 4 — importance of implementation of CRC, 5 - parental
guardiancy, 6 — protection, 12 - respect for the views of the child, 13 - freedom of expression
etc.

Child ambassadors also mention that, the institution has comprehensives their formal
speaking skills. One of the ambassadors mentions:

"Before I was not speaking about serious topics such as violation of rights, but now I can
freely speak about it. Speaking about these issues are important in terms of reducing the
numbers. Government organization encourages us — ambassadors to bring up major concerns
on infringement of children’s rights. This helps me to improve my formal speaking skill.”

Another ambassador also adds:

"I have learnt how to express my opinion concrete and short - it is important to have that
ability in the meeting with authorities, because their time is always limited. Knowing the topic,
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speaking about concrete concern, and delivering speech in a short period of time is important.
In these meetings, speeches should be too long, we have to focus on the content of our
speech.”

They also mention that their writing skills have been improved. They are meeting a lot of
politicians and well-known people. These experiences are developing their knowledge on
children’s rights as well.

One of the ambassadors mentions that, their skills on task management and organization of
events have been progressed throughout the time phase that they have been chosen as
ambassadors. Child ambassadors also understand the responsibility of being an ambassador:

"We have to be careful about our behaviour, we need to investigate more about children’s
rights. Being an ambassador mean that we are capable to decide and represent the children of
the Azerbaijan Republic. So, we must do something that can benefit not only us but other
children too.”

Most vital thing is they realize that they are still children and being activist children is
responsibility. They mentioned several times that “We are children who are trying to educate
adults and children about the rights of the children.”.

6.5 Child Ambassadors’ Contributions

Child ambassadors are willing to learn new information about their own rights, they try to
develop themselves as well. I was delighted to hear that child ambassadors build empathy
with children who live in poor families and rural areas. Some of them mentioned the
significance of revealing hidden talents in rural areas by citing the article in the National Law.

The main limitation of the project can be considered as the matter of availability for children in
rural areas. Although the spatial opportunities of children have been limited globally (Aries,
Baldick and Philips, 1996) both children and adult managers of the council are full of
enthusiasm to reach most children of the country. One of the ambassadors have created a
champaign at school to stop bullying against children. Another ambassador informed that,
they organized seminars and webinars on children’s rights for promotion of children’s rights:

“I am running the campaign against bullying. Bullying can be considered as a major problem
of modern schools. Children are being bullied and this creates traumas in children’s lives
which can affect their further lives. My campaign is supported by school managers and other
pupils.”

Children have declared their concerns officially on 5™ of June - “Children against aggression”,
12t of June - “Children against child labour”, in October when Azerbaijani cities were
bombarded and children were victims of war, etc. These are the opportunities of child
ambassadors in terms of freedom of expression and mobilization. Believing in children,
accepting them as competent allows them to work efficiently. On the contrary, viewing
children as property (Archard, 1993) challenges the competency issues and burdens children’s
mobilization which is considered as the violation of children’s rights.

Child ambassadors claim that now, society accepts them, and children trust them. Building
trust assists ambassadors to decrease the number of violations towards children. This can also
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be mentioned as the Azerbaijani model of children’s agencies. As I have mentioned before the
structure and shapes of agencies vary in different places (Tisdall and Punch, 2012).

Child ambassadors are giving their suggestions after each event and one of the main
strategies of Child Ambassadors Council is to promote children’s rights. Viewing children as
“co-citizens” (Kjorholt, 2008), can assist to affluence the implementation of children’s rights.
Individually child ambassadors are trying to explain the rights of the child to their friends,
families, and children who they often contact with. They say that it is important to meet
children offline in rural areas. Nevertheless, organization of online meetings with children in
rural areas can be challenging as they might have availability and connection problems.

Children are trying to contribute for the implementation of children’s rights and getting
additional aid from government organization as well. So, the question occurs: "“Why are there
still violation of children’s rights observed?” One of the ambassadors has answered to this
question:

"The biggest problem is that children do not know their own rights and adults can easily
violate their rights. As council ambassadors we try to detect and solve the problem. Another
crucial nuance is that adults do not acknowledge the responsibility of violating children’s
rights. If adults are informed that they can be legally punished for abusing children, they
would never mistreat children.”

The problem that child ambassadors mostly spoke about were on the use of children’s labour
and the early marriages. One of them says:

"It is very sad to speak about child labour, but we must say about it. To solve this problem,
personally me, I tried to tell children who are forced to labour and explain them their rights,”
also adds the problems about adult power "I told them, if you face some adult pressure or
abuse, you can contact Child Ambassadors Council or police, your appeal will be anonymous,
but as a result you will defend your rights.”.

"We have organized some offline events for development of children’s rights; however, the
biggest changes and projects will be organized after the end of pandemics. I would not say
that online projects are less effective than offline, but if we become as one, we can stop the
violation totally. The unity is the power!” - adds another ambassador.

6.6 “Explanation is the key to implementation” - importance of promotion

I was interested to get the information about child ambassadors’ reflections on
implementation of children’s rights. The institution is currently planning its strategy on
promotion. Wider plans of Child Ambassadors will be shown in 6.7. Children are trying to
promote their activities with the assistance of social media platforms, and they try to get more
attention for encompassing the spatial opportunities. Child ambassadors’ promotion strategy
is based on organization of social experiments, aids to children and families in need,
promotion in public transportation and the use of mass-media. They believe that the
implementation of children’s rights is only possible when the rights will clearly be explained to
both - adults and children.

The violation of children’s rights is observed in Azerbaijan, not only the moderators but also
child ambassadors admit that fact. Ambassador mentions:
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"Azerbaijan is considered as developing country, violation of children’s rights is spread, but as
an ambassador I try to do my best for descending the number of violations and abuse.
Educating both adults and children about children’s rights is an important step in promotion of
children’s rights. As an ambassador that is my duty, and I am a child, I must know my rights
to protect myself. Also, everything is online currently, and we try to reach a lot of people by
social media.”

Promotion of children’s rights is mentioned slightly poor, because as ambassadors mention,
the institution is newly formed. Additionally, before the establishment of this institution there
was not such project which promoted children’s rights in-depths. Children are considered as
future in Azerbaijan - the future of the country, republic, and government. Child ambassadors
also admit that "Children must learn how to defend their rights; it is important for their
future” as children are considered as future of the country.

Child ambassadors emphasize the significance of promotion as their paramount activity within
the frames of institution. One of the child ambassadors mentions:

"Promotion is the main point of our activity as ambassadors; yet my personal priority is to
show children the opportunities of CRC and National Law for progressive development. It is
indicated that, state parties and organizations are responsible to ensure the physical and
psychological development of children. By knowing the rights, children can demand. This can
boost the cooperation of institutions.”

Another ambassador adds:

"I am planning to be a health worker; however, it does not stop me to promote and contribute
to the implementation of children’s rights. In my future workplace, I would like to train sick
children about their rights. Children must read the national law and CRC; this must be
compulsory and we — ambassadors should try to enlarge our availability for other children”.

Child ambassadors have indicated the importance of explanation in the process or promotion
of children’s rights. They say that the society’s biggest problem is misunderstanding. The
significance of explanation is born as a result of misinterpretation and incorrect perception of
several issues. "Children have rights, and these rights should be preserved, promoted and
provided by the help of explanation” they say.

6.7 Further plans of child ambassadors

I have explored in previous paragraphs how children understand CRC and National Law on
Children’s Rights. They are planning to develop a strategy to train children and as well as
adults for the implementation of children’s rights. Children think that the main feature of
implementation of children’s rights is based on promotion of these rights. Promoting children’s
rights, according to child ambassadors will reduce the number of child abuse. They are
ambitious to provide people with knowledge about children’s rights.

Children also revealed secret about their further plans. One of the ambassadors says:

"One of our projects include to create children’s court in cooperation with Ministry of Justice.
This will assist us to reduce the number of abuse and violation by half. Children’s court will aid
government’s justice system, additionally, will reduce the number of maltreatments. Also, we
are aiming to create "Children’s rights institution” which will aid to protect and promote
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children’s rights. The aim of this institution is to progress children’s mobilities. Mobilization is
our right and the government support on assembly is a motivation for children - us.”

Another ambassador tells:

"One of the further plans of the ambassadors is to give toys to children who are in need. As
ambassadors we try to contribute to charity events as well along with promotion of children’s
rights. My friends and I, for example, are feeding street animals every weekend. We also try
to look for poor families and report them to government organizations for helping their lives.
We will also be taking special care of the children of martyrs and veterans - in the 2"
Karabakh War. They are our heroes, and their children are our brothers and sisters. We
should take care of them.”

However, I got informed that in some educational institutions, pupils are training their peers
about children’s rights:

“I was trained at school by high school pupils about children’s rights. This year I have trained
younger pupil about their own rights. This chain is significant for the promotion of children’s
rights. And trainers as trainee principle will be applied in other schools too. My offer has been
welcomed by state committee.”

Child ambassadors mention that, the committee plays an essential role for the detection of
child abuse. Ambassadors can solve the problems by reporting them to committee. One of the
ambassadors also mentions:

"The state committee is assisting us to educate adults about children’s rights. Our further
plans include to have informative talks with families not only in Baku, but also in rural areas.
We can see the maltreatments in rural Azerbaijan. Unfortunately, during COVID19, it is
challenging to reach to rural areas, however, we have strategy and plans for the training
sessions with families from rural territories.”

Also, their further plans include to create TV program on promotion of children’s rights,
planning summer camp, holding training sessions with parents etc. Child ambassadors
affirmed the fact that, they are trying to encompass the scale of the institution by creating
new branches. “"Child Ambassadors Council Regions” institution will be organized very soon for
the progress of children’s rights in rural areas.
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CHAPTER VII
7.0 DISCUSSION

Following chapter present the discussion of the analysis chapters. I have analysed the diaries
and interviews. The components that formulate the implementation of children’s rights in
Azerbaijan are usually mentioned as the participation of children, monitoring of the
government. Moreover, the government policy also affirms that country has built its child
policy on the promotion of children’s right by children themselves. How do these children
complete the promotion? What are the similarities and differences between presented models
in the theory chapter? What are the main principles of the implementation of children’s rights?
These questions will be answered in the discussion chapter. I have tried to elaborate the
answers to my thesis questions in this chapter and fulfil the set goal of my master thesis
project.

7.1 Implementation of CRC and National Law

Implementation of CRC within the frames of National Law of The Republic of Azerbaijan is
monitored by the The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic
of Azerbaijan. The framework of “Child Ambassadors Council” institution does not contain the
promotion of children’s rights outside of the institution, however, the state committee is
enlarging its spatial opportunities. The implementation of ratified conventions such as CRC is
considered as the sign of development and democracy (Alston, 1994). The government’s
efforts on the progress of implementation of children’s rights started to be more
comprehensive after the establishment of the institution. 4 main principles of the CRC are
followed strictly for the progress of implementation. Articles of CRC and National Law aims to
ensure the fulfilment of children’s rights policy. Provision of children’s rights (Archard, 1993) is
the responsibility of the government. However, the cooperation of children and governors is
the sign of progressive democracy model towards children’s opinions.

Children are holding the right to establish the peaceful mobilization and unity in organizations
(Lind, 2017; Archard, 1993; “499-1Q - Usaq hiquglarn haqgqinda”, 2020 etc). The council
institution is designed to fulfil the requirement of the international as well as local framework.
Although, the government has the control over the launched institution, the utilization of this
power directs to the detection of violations towards children’s rights. Recent changes in the
child policy of the country demonstrate the efforts of the government in implementing CRC
(UNICEF, 2019). I have mentioned the changes in the law, however, would like to reflect on
those law policies again: free desks for the children; the change of the marriage age; training
education psychologists at schools etc. Emphasized changes are seen as important steps
towards the implementation of children’s rights. By the establishment of this institution
government also follow the articles of CRC and National Law by giving children voice while
decision-making. It is important to follow “the best interest of the child principle” while
framing ne child policy (Erbay, 2013), and the institution assist the government to hear
children’s opinions about the given policy.

Further, while implementing the CRC it is mentioned that states must preserve the cultural

values (Alston, 1994). The implementation of CRC can be seen in the National Law of The

Republic of Azerbaijan on Children’s Rights. I have indicated several times that the article 16

is the main difference of national framework. Cultural values are being preserved by the

determination of responsibilities of children. Azerbaijan is the country where war has been
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ongoing for 30 years. The government set the “patriotism principle” as the responsibility of
the children. Other reflections on 16" article of the national law will be presented in the
following paragraphs. Children must be viewed as competent (Alderson and Goodwin, 2013)
and children are competent according to the launched institution. “Child Ambassadors Council”
institution’s main limitation is based on the age of chosen ambassadors. The age of children
should not be a main problem in the achievement of being viewed as right-holder (Farson,
1974) and the state committee’s further plan contains to less the age of attendees. Currently
ambassadors’ ages are between 14-17, however, as the moderators mentioned, the further
institution will include children from lower age groups as well.

One of the interesting points of the mentioned interviews was the sincere talk of moderators.
Their views towards children’s opinions in task-management demonstrate the importance of
children’s voices in the decision-making process. As the moderators mentioned, children are
some generations younger than the adult moderators, and children’s approach to certain
problems can be interpreted as innovative. Children can the points that adults do not see or
emphasize. This is the element of perceiving children as right holders (Committee on the
Rights of the Children, 2013). Implementation of children’s rights policy within the frames of
ratified CRC and National Law is not focused to burden the responsibilities of children. Still,
the wrong implementation of the document can burden children (Archard, 1993).
Implementation of ratified CRC is the responsibility of the state parties (Woodhead, 2005).
Since, some institutions mistreat the implementation policy of national and international
frameworks (Alderson, 1994; Archard, 1993; Lind 2017 etc), I would also add the significance
of monitoring. Monitoring can detect the abuse towards children and assist the
implementation process. As I have shown, the government of Azerbaijan, organized the
monitoring of school psychologists and later on after the detecting the incorrect provision of
data, government changed its policy towards school managers. As a result, school
psychologists and social workers should take a national test for being qualified and having the
right to work at schools.

“Child Ambassadors Council” institution is the significant institution which is relevant to the
modern implementation of CRC and National Law of The Republic of Azerbaijan on Children’s
Rights. The implementation model of council is interlinked with the participation of children.
Child ambassadors are specifically chosen by the authorities and their qualifications had to be
higher. Cultural value of Azerbaijani people is also based on the comparison. Studying harder
and learning children’s rights would be a motivation of the children in joining to the child
ambassadors’ team.

7.2 Promotion of children’s rights

Promoting children’s rights is important for achieving the implementation. Child ambassadors
of the council acknowledge the significance of their work. As they claim, the promotion of
children’s rights by themselves in child language (Hanson and Nieuwenhuys, 2013) can assist
government to implement the convention and national law in a broader scale. The issue of
child the use of child language has been mentioned by the moderators and child ambassadors
as well. Child ambassadors mentioned the efficiency of educating other children. One of the
ambassadors told me that if the child is the trainee, children accept them. This is linked to the
power concept. Children are used to be viewed as property (Archard, 1993) by adults.
Nevertheless, when the trainees are their peers or other children, they perceive young people
easier. The authorities mention about the importance of children’s participation in this
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institution. However, the scale of participation is limited with digital devices due to pandemics.
Digitalisation process is being progressed fast, especially after the COVID19. The use of new
technologies creates new spatial opportunities for promotion of children’s rights. The
government tries to implement modern technology in promotion of children’s rights.

Childhood is mentioned as the life span which never ends, however, changes the shape and
form (Qvortrup, 2009). The implementation of modern techs in terms of promotion of
children’s rights is the demand of current time. The promotion of children’s rights can be also
succeeded by the use of mass media. While being in Baku, I could observe the posters in
public transports which were created by ambassadors and committee to raise an awareness
on children’s rights. “Child Ambassadors Council” institution is the investment of the
government on the promotion of children’s rights. The accessibility is the main problem in
Azerbaijan. Not everyone has the opportunity to investigate the children’s rights convention
and national framework. Modern childhoods’ spatial availability is limited (Aries, Baldick and
Philips, 1996), however the NGOs, governments, special institutions (PUNCH, 2002) can take
the responsibility of creation child-friendly spaces. Council can be considered as the innovation
of state committee on creation of child-friendly space. Another importance in promotion of
children’s rights is the moral support of the vicinity. Child ambassadors claimed that their
social vicinity support them and further join to their promotion of children’s rights.

While interviewing process, the answer of the ambassador about the promotion of children’s
rights drew my attention. Ambassador said that they have been holding training sessions at
schools for the promotion of children’s rights. Trained children later on educate other children.
Each time the number of educated children is growing. As children mentioned the “Explanation
is the key to implementation”. Children are also conscious about the opportunities of the
globalization process (Azizi and Nourizi, 2011) and integrity. I would assume modern
childhood of Azerbaijan is luckier than older generations. Although children are having less
resistance against the propagandas and harmful information which are spread on the internet
or digital platforms (Buckingham and Tingstad, 2017), “Child Ambassadors Council” institution
is assisting children to learn the beneficial use of internet resources. The opportunities of
globalization processes are visible in terms of promotion. They say that they are trained to
avoid the harmful practices of the digital devices. So, they can utilize the technology
especially internet for the promotion of children’s rights. State organizations’ role in the
promotion of children’s rights is important (VAN BUEREN, 2011). The council institution
achieves to fulfil the mobilization right of the children by giving them the possibility of being
heard.

7.3 Wisdom does not come with an age!

Participation of children in the implementation of children’s rights has a great impact on the
implementation of children’s rights. Participation is the right of the very child which is
indicated in CRC article 12 and National Law article 13. Viewing children as competent is
important in terms of their participations (Archard, 1993). In some countries as I have
indicated in 2" and 3™ chapters, children’s participation rights are being implemented
differently. As an instance the practices of Turkey (Erbay, 2013) demonstrate that children’s
participation rights are being misunderstood by some organizations. Children’s opinions are
not being asked, however, in some organizations their participation rights are being
undertaken seriously. The participation of children in Russia as well. The criticism of Russian
President over Greta Thunberg’s participation rights is the sign of non-developed model of
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children’s participation rights in Russia. In Sweden, the model is developed on the democratic
principles. The model of Children’s Parliaments in Finland (Tuukkanen, Kankaanranta and
Wilska, 2012) is an example of the implementation of children’s rights. However, I am not
going to underestimate the model of Azerbaijanian participation. The efforts of the
government have been progressing since the year of 2006 by the establishment of Children’s
Parliaments. Later, organization of children’s forums and the establishment of “Child
Ambassador Council” institution are the elements of the Azerbaijani path towards progression
of children’s rights.

The culture hereby affirms that "Wisdom does not come with an age”. Moderators of the
institution have presented the significance of children’s participations not only in terms of
council but also in other social activities. The web of children in the provision of participation
rights expands through the assistance of ambassadors. Viewing children as right-holders and
tomorrow’s citizens mitigates the power imbalance. Usually in many countries children’s views
are being underestimated. However, adults are willing to learn from children at the level of
government. This is a positive impact on children’s participation rights. The concept of age in
children’s participations and as right-holders (Holt 1974; Farson 1974) is outdated. The “Child
Ambassadors Council — Regions” edition of the institution aims to have children from lower
ages. Perceiving all children as competent can assist the progress of implementation. Children
are being viewed as social actors (Alanen 2012) in terms of council. Council is the new
innovative path to view children as right-holders and capable.

7.4 Children'’s citizenship model

The model of Azerbaijani children’s citizenships within the frames of “"Child Ambassadors
Council” institution is similar to the “child-sized” citizenship model (Jans, 2004). The child-
sized citizenship model determines the importance of culture - national identity. Children are
responsible to have patriotic values which is indicated in the national law (*499-1Q - Usaq
hiquglar hagqinda”, 2020). Further, the determination of children’s rights is balanced by the
help of national framework. The translation of CRC is important in terms of implementation.
Azerbaijan has translated the CRC and adjusted to it cultural values. Children’s participations
and expression of speech is provided and protected by state committee. According to the
general principles of the “Child Ambassadors Council” institution, the institution is assisting to
provide children’s citizenships in the concept of social and moral citizenship. Glimpsing once
again to the article 16 on national regulations would be beneficial. This article gives an
overview about respecting everyone and integrating to world values.

Children’s life experiences can be limited; however, it does not mean that children should be
viewed as incompetent. CRC determines the public and social frames in terms of children’s
citizenship rights (Kjorholt, 2008). Young people’s right to assembly, right to participation,
right to expression of opinions are the elements of their citizenships. In Azerbaijan, the model
of children’s citizenship is viewed as the future citizens. Young people are perceived as the
future of the country — as future leaders. This approach to children eases the implementation
of children’s rights as well gives opportunity to young people in terms of their liberties. Article
12 and 13 of CRC where the expression of speech and right to participation is declared is
important in terms of children’s liberties. Civil rights of children are the

Children are viewed as competent, however, they do not have the full range of rights as adults
do. State committee warrants the political agency of children. They understand that their
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political agency is not the sign of owning political power (Hart, 2008); nevertheless, it is the
sign of shaping democratic values. Hearing children and shaping the law in terms of “the best
interest of the child” is the important element of children’s citizenship model. Utilization of
educative strategies (Council of Europe, 2010) in terms of children’s citizenships assists the
committee for the progress of implementation of children’s rights. Perhaps, the age category
of children determines the forms of participation (Sahin and Polat, 2012), however, the
government committee plans to lower the age group of child ambassadors and plans to invent
new methods and institutions to monitor the obtainment of participations of little-aged
children. In the decision-making process absorption of children’s voices (Wall, 2011) is one
the main principles of children’s liberties. Not viewing the CRC as cultural investment
(Lansdown, 1995); following the “no harm” principle (Lind, 2016); determination of
government committee’s obligations (Roose, R. and De Bie, M, 2008) assist children to
develop citizenship models.

7.5 Cooperation - the role of the state committee as a bridge

The State Committee for Family, Women and Children Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan
takes the responsibility of cooperation of children with several state organizations and
ministries. The power imbalance is one of the main elements of rural children in Azerbaijan.
Unfortunately, parents have the power over children. The concept of power in bigger cities is
developed completely different (PUNCH, 2002). In urban places, children have more rights
and integrated families listen to their children’s opinions. As the child ambassadors mentioned
in their diaries, their daily interaction includes the exchange of knowledge with their family
members. I have addressed the question to clarify whether if children are taking the
advantage of scheduling their daily lives. Children mostly indicated that their
daily/weekly/monthly schedule is being set by themselves. However, I am pretty sure that,
the situation in suburban areas would be different. From my personal observations and life
experiences I came across the power of adults over their children in rural Azerbaijan. Yet, I
still believe that the significance of training adults and young people about the CRC and
National Law can change the view towards children’s rights.

The state committee tries to educate the adults and children about the rights of the child in
rural areas. The council members are excited to go to rural Azerbaijan and demonstrate the
knowledge for achieving children’s rights concluded successfully. In adult-child interactions
power play an essential role in Azerbaijan (Mamedova, 2014). Child ambassadors and the
moderators of the state committee emphasize the importance of cooperation in balancing the
power issues. Participation is mentioned as the main element in power balance strategies
(Gallagher, 2008). Giving children liberty in terms of participation rights is one of the
principles of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution. As I have mentioned, the view towards
children is complicated in terms of Azerbaijan. According to the legal framework children
cannot be “owned”. Young people’s opinions should be heard. Moreover, adults often are
viewed as dominant figure (Wilhelmsen and Nilsen, 2015). However, this dominancy should
not be an excuse for the violation of children’s rights. The power relations can only be resulted
productive after the fulfilment of discipline (Foulcault, 1980). While building the cooperation
among children and adults, the elements of power and empowerment (Punch, Bell, Costello
and Panelli 2007) should carefully be balanced. This balance can assist the implementation of
children’s rights.
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The state committee’s launched institution “"Child Ambassadors Council” builds the bridges not
only among the institutions but also among generations. Children’s contributions in
implementation of children’s rights are the significance of the institution. Young people
mention that it is crucial to educate and explain the children’s rights principles to adults. If
adults know their responsibilities, they can assist young people in the implementation of
children’s rights. Moreover, the role of the state committee is to build cooperation among the
NGOs, institutions, and ministries for the implementation of children’s rights. Child
ambassadors mention the meetings with government officials. They say in terms of their
participations in “Child Ambassadors Council” institution they meet a lot of people from the
government office. The meeting helps them to express their concerns about the
implementation of children’s rights. Young people also mention the importance of adult
support. Cooperation between institutions assist the ambassadors to decrease the number of
violations. National Law on Children’s Rights admit that the institutions should cooperate to
implement children’s rights ("499-1Q - Usaq hiquglar hagqginda”, 2020).

7.6 Concept of “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution

The concept of “Child Ambassadors Council” institution also seems to encourage the
ambassadors to get erudition about their citizenship rights and transitions. “Child
Ambassadors Council” institution is designed as a safe spatial opportunity for children to bring
up children’s voices according to the legal framework of the launched institution. Institution
aims to enrich its opportunities for the further progress of the implementation of children’s
rights. The further plans aim to bring new children from all over the country. The institution
was successful. The term project has been replaced with the term of institution. Government
support in the implementation of children’s rights has crucial and beneficial impact on the
decreased number of violation of children (UNICEF, 2019).

Institutions such as “Child Ambassadors Council” provides healthy environment for children’s
participations. These institutions are also ensuring the growth of future leaders and critical
thinking citizens (VAN BUEREN, 2010). The participation of young people has another great
impact. This is the principle of the institution. Children’s participations are taken as paramount
principle. The significance of stabilized and balanced power issues assists children to express
their concerns on the daily lives of children freely. Limitations of institution is being detected
and the state committee tries to solve the problems of children. The planned TV shows on the
promotion of the children’s rights is attempt of the government in educating children and
adults about CRC and National Law. Yet, the moderators admit the facts of selective-abortion
and early marriages in rural parts of the country. The official reports (UNICEF, 2019) also
claim it. However, the educative steps towards the promotion and implementation of
children’s rights can benefit the well-being of children.
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Appendix I Interview guide: Interview guide for Child Ambassadors

Purpose: The purpose of the chosen method is to explore children’s viewpoints about the

launched project “Children Ambassadors Council” by state authorities. Open questions are chosen
for the interview and these questions are entitling the research by creating new insights for master
student.

7
L X4

How is your daily plan scheduled?
» Are you planning your day/week by yourself?
» What kind of activities are you engaged to during the day?
What are the expectations as an ambassador from the launched project?
» Why do you think so?
» Are there any changes in your life since you have been entitled to the project?
How did the project impact on you?
» What has been changed since you were selected as ambassadors?
> If the relations towards you have changed, could you specify how?
What did you learn so far as a Child Ambassador?
» Is your knowledge on children’s rights and international declarations encompassed?
» If yes, how?
What was the most challenging moment for you as an ambassador?
Has your daily routine changed after being a member of the project?
What do you think, can you or have you changed anything since you have become an
ambassador?
» What kind of responsibilities do you have as an ambassador?
» What can you do for a change in the children’s rights?
How much time do you spend on this project weekly?
» What do you do?
How well do you manage being an ambassador and promoting the children’s rights?
» What are spatial limitations/opportunities?
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Appendix II Interview guide: Interview guide for Child Ambassadors - translated

R/
A X4

L)

Gundalik hayatinizi neca planlagdirirsimniz?

» Hoftonizi vo ya giiniiniizii 6ziiniiz planlasdirirsiniz?

» GUn arzinds hansi faaliyyatlorlo masggul olursunuz?
Bir sofir kimi “Usaq Sofirlor Maclisi” -don gozlontiloriniz nolordir?

» No Ugun? (esaslandira bilarsiniz?)

» Bu instituta segildikdon sonra hoyatinizda doyisikliklor oldu mu?

» Ogar sizo otrafinizdaki insanlarm miinasibati doyisdiso bunu tasvir eds bilarsinizmi?
Usaq Sofir kimi hansi bilik vo ya bacariglara yiyalonmisiniz?

» Sizin usaq hiiquglart vo beynslxalg konvensiyalar hagqinda olan bilik vo

tocriibaloriniz genislondimi?

Usagq safiri kimi an ¢atin magam hansi olub sizin ti¢iin? (qarar verms, dostlarla vs ya ails ilo
olan munasibat, kollektivds isin toskili)
Hofto arzinds bu proyekts no godor zaman ayirirsiniz?

»  Ayirdiginiz zaman arzinds ns islo masgul olursunuz?
Bu proyektds istirakinizdan sonra giindslik planinizda doyisiklik olubmu? Hans1?
Sofir oldugunuzdan sonra, siz nayiss doyisdira bildinizmi (usaq tiquqlar1 sahasinds vo ya usaq
hiiquglarinin tobligat1 ilo bagli)?

» Usaq sofir kimi hans1 masuliyyatloriniz vo ya éhdalikloriniz var?

» Usaq hiiquglarmin doyisilmasi Vo daha da genis tobligat1 tiglin siz saxson no eda

bilarsiniz?

Usaq hiiquglarmin miidafiasi vo tobligat1 ilo bagli hanst islor goérmisiniz vo ya
planlasdirirsiniz?

» Bu proyektlorin sizin tgln shats dairasi ilo bagli olan imkanlar vo ya limitlori varmi?

Varsa hansidir?
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Appendix III Interview guide: “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution’s moderators

Purpose: The purpose of the chosen method is to explore authorities’ viewpoints about the
launched project “Children Ambassadors Council” by state authorities. Open questions are chosen
for the interview and these questions are entitling the research by creating new insights for master
student.

®,

% What were the main principles of the institution and why they were included to the framework
of the institution?
» How CRC and National Law on Children’s Rights of Azerbaijan influenced while
creating the rules and regulations for the institution?
» What is the main purpose of the institution?
% How is Children’s Ambassadors Council planned?
» What is the main difference of this institution from Children’s Parliaments?
» What kind of activities are children engaged to usually?
» What are the responsibilities of authorities in the launched institutions?
» How well is this institution assisting children in the implementation of CRC?
% What are the expectations from ambassadors in the launched institution?
» How well children can manage their tasks?
% How did the institution impact on children?
% How pandemics affected the work of institution?
» What are the differences in the schedule of children?
¢ Were there any concerns by the ambassadors about violation of children’s rights?
» If yes, what were they?
» How the institution managed the violation of children’s rights?
%+ What is the most challenging issue as a manager and chairman in the launched project?
> Why?
% What have changed since children joined to the institution?
% How children were chosen, were there any specific reason to choose them individually?
» Could this institution progress the personal skills of ambassadors?
= |fyes, how?
= |f no, why?
» What kind of responsibilities do children have?
» How children can implement for a change in the children’s rights?
» What have you changed in children’s rights policy?
» Can children design a project ad launch themselves?
¢+ How much time do children spend in this institution weekly?
» What do they do?
> How are the tasks divided?
» How well does this institution provide a safe place for children for bringing up their
voices?
% How well do children manage being an ambassador and promoting the children’s rights?

X/
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» What are spatial limitations/opportunities of these children?

» Do you think that, the project is beneficial for the development of children’s rights in
Azerbaijan?

» How well does this institution cover the whole republic?

=  What are the main problems in promotion of children’s rights in rural areas if
there are problems?
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Appendix IV Interview guide: “"Child Ambassadors Council” institution’s moderators —
translated.

R/
A X4

L)

L)

7/
X

L)

7/
X

L)

*
A X4

Usaq Sofirlor Maclisinin asas mogsadlori hansilardir vo bu moagsadlor na dgiin maclisin
middoalarina daxil edilib?

» Beynolxalq Usaq Konvesiyasi vo Azarbaycan Respublikasit Usaq Hiiquglar1 haqqinda
ganundan Maclisin magsad Vo vozifalorinin toskili zamani istifado edilmisdir?
Konvensiyanin vo Azarbaycan Respublikasi Usaq Hiiquqlar1 hagqinda ganunun hans1
middoalar1 rohbar tutulmusdur?

» Maclisin asas mogsadi nadan ibaratdir?

Usaq Sofirlor Maclisi neca planlasdirildi vo necs quruldu?
» Usaq Parlamentindon na ilo forqlonir?
Usaqlar adaton hansi faaliyyatlo mosgul olurlar?
Dovlot komitasinin bu layihadaki rolu vo masuliyyati nadan ibarstdir?
Usaq Sofirlor Maclisi Usaq Hiiquglar1 Konvensiyasinin icra olunmasi ilo bagli no
doracads yardimg1 olur?
Usaqlardan Usaq Sofirlor Maclisi institutu daxilinds olan gozlontilor nolordir?
» Usagqlar 6z 6hdoliklorini no doracads hoyata kegiro bilirlor?
Usaq Sofirlor Maclisi usaqlara neco tosir etdi?
Pandemiya maoclisin foaliyyatino neca tosir etdi?

» Usagqlarin hoftolik is planinda hans1 doyisikliklor oldu?

Usagqlar torofindon usaq hiiquqlarinin pozulmasi ilo bagl masoalslor qaldirilibmi?

» Ogor cavab “bali”-dirsa hans1 masalalor qaldirildi?

Y YV V

» Moclis usaq hiiquglarinin pozulmasi ilo bagli masalalari necs idars edir?
Layihonin moderatoru kimi on ¢otin mogam hansidir?
» No iiglin?
Usagqlar, sofirlor moclisino neco secildilor? Hor hansisa soxsi keyfiyyotlor usaqlarin se¢imi
aparilan zaman nozoro alindimi?
» Usaq Safirlor Maclisi usaqlarin soxsi inkisafina dostok ola bilirmi?
= Ogor cavab “bali” dirso neca?
= Ogor cavab “xeyir” dirss na li¢iin?
» Usagqlarin moasuliyyatlori nodon ibaratdir?
» Usaglar usaq hiiquglari ilo bagli masalalords neco bir doyisiklik eds bilorlor?
» Moclis foaliyyato bagladigindan etibaron usaq hiiquqglar1 vo usaq siyasati ilo bagli
nalora doyisiklik vo ya diizalis edilib? Belo bir doyisikliys ehtiyac varmi?
» Usagqlar sarbast sokilds proyekt yazib hoyata kegira bilirlormi?
Usaqlar moclisdo hoafto arzido ns qader zaman faaliyyst gdstarirlor?
» Hansi foaliyystlo mosgul olurlar?
» Tapsiriglar neco boliiniir?
» Sofirlor maclisi usaqlarin fikirlorinin ifado olunmasi ii¢lin usaqlara hansi imkanlar
yaradir?

98



% Usagqlar, usaq hiiquqlarinin tobligati ilo bagli masalslori safir olaraq hansi doracods hoyata kegira
bilirlor? (ns doracado miivoffoq olurlar)
» Usaglarin mokanla bagli mohdudiyyat vo flirsatlori nolordir?
» Sofirlor maclisi biitiin 6lkoni shato eds bilirmi?
» Usaq hiiquglarmin ucqar bolgalordoki tobligati ilo bagli har hansisa bir
problemlor varmi, agar var ise hansilardir?
» Sizcos, Usaq Sofirlor Maclisi, Azarbaycanda Usaq Hiiquqlarinin inkisafi vo qorunmasi
ticlin no doracodo shomiyyot kasb edir?
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Appendix V NSD Form

D NORSK SENTER FOR FORSKNINGSDATA

NSD's assessment
Project title
Children's Rights in Azerbaijan: Child Ambassadors Council

Reference number
989050

Registered
05.01.2021 av Aydin Aghayev - aydina@stud.ntnu.no

Data controller (institution responsible for the project)
Norges teknisk-naturvitenskapelige universitet / Fakultet for arkitektur og design (AD) /
Kunstakademiet iTrondheim

Project leader (academic employee/supervisor or
PhD candidate)Anne Trine Kjgrholt,
anne.trine.kjorholt@ntnu.no, tif: 91897607 Type of
project Student project, Master’s thesis

Contact information, student
Aydin Aghayev, aydina.stud@ntnu.no, tif: 96954473

Project period
01.02.2021 - 01.04.2021

Status
02.04.2021 - Closed

Assessment (1)

08.02.2021 - Assessed

Our assessment is that the processing of personal data in this project will comply with data
protection legislation, so long as it is carried out in accordance with what is documented in
the Notification Form andattachments, dated 8.2.2021, as well as in correspondence with
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NSD. Everything is in place for the processing to begin.

NOTIFY CHANGES

If you intend to make changes to the processing of personal data in this project it may be
necessary to notify NSD. This is done by updating the information registered in the
Notification Form. On our website we

explain which changes must be notified. Wait until you receive an answer from us before you
carry out the changes.

TYPE OF DATA AND DURATION
The project will be processing general categories of personal data until 1.4.2021.

LEGAL BASIS

The project will gain consent from data subjects to process their personal data. We find

that consent will meet the necessary requirements under art. 4 (11) and 7, in that it will
be a freely given, specific, informedand unambiguous statement or action, which will be
documented and can be withdrawn.

The legal basis for processing general categories of personal data is therefore consent
given by the datasubject, cf. the General Data Protection Regulation art. 6.1 a).

For children under 16 years, consent will be given by their

parents/legal guardians.PRINCIPLES RELATING TO PROCESSING

PERSONAL DATA

NSD finds that the planned processing of personal data will be in accordance with the
principles under theGeneral Data Protection Regulation regarding:

* lawfulness, fairness and transparency (art. 5.1 a), in that data subjects will receive
sufficient informationabout the processing and will give their consent

* purpose limitation (art. 5.1 b), in that personal data will be collected for specified,
explicit and legitimatepurposes, and will not be processed for new, incompatible purposes
* data minimisation (art. 5.1 c), in that only personal data which are adequate, relevant and
necessary for thepurpose of the project will be processed

* storage limitation (art. 5.1 e), in that personal data will not be stored for longer than is
necessary to fulfilthe project’s purpose

THE RIGHTS OF DATA SUBJECTS

NSD finds that the information that will be given to data subjects about the processing of
their personal datawill meet the legal requirements for form and content, cf. art. 12.1 and
art. 13.

Data subjects will have the following rights in this project: access (art. 15), rectification
(art. 16), erasure (art. 17), restriction of processing (art. 18), data portability (art. 20).
These rights apply so long as the datasubject can be identified in the collected data.

We remind you that if a data subject contacts you about their rights, the data controller has a
duty to replywithin a month.

FOLLOW YOUR INSTITUTION'S GUIDELINES
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NSD presupposes that the project will meet the requirements of accuracy (art. 5.1
d), integrity andconfidentiality (art. 5.1 f) and security (art. 32) when processing
personal data.

To ensure that these requirements are met you must follow your institution’s internal
guidelines and/orconsult with your institution (i.e. the institution responsible for the
project).

FOLLOW-UP OF THE PROJECT

NSD will follow up the progress of the project at the planned end date in order to
determine whether theprocessing of personal data has been concluded.

Good luck with the project!

Contact person at NSD: Hakon J. Tranvag

Data Protection Services for Research: +47 55 58 21 17 (press 1)
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Appendix VI Informed Consent for "“Child Ambassadors Council” institution’s
moderators

Do you want to participate in the research project?

Children’s Rights in Azerbaijan: “Child Ambassadors Council” institution.

This is a question for you to participate in a research project where the purpose is to
explore the children’s participation and cooperation with authorities within the frames of the
government institution “Child Ambassadors”. In this letter, we give you information about
the goals of the project and what participation will mean for you.

Purpose

With this letter I ask for your participation and for your permission of the participation of
you in the master thesis about children’s participation in Azerbaijan and children’s rights
within the institution of “Child Ambassadors Council”. After reading this letter and giving
your consent for your participation you are asked to seek the consent to join. After your
permission, you should have the final say whether if you would like to join or not.

This research is conducted by Aydin Aghayev in the interest of his master research at

NTNU (Norwegian University of Science and Technology). The goal of this research is to
discover the implementation of CRC in Azerbaijan, find out the participation of children. The
aim is to explore the everyday lives of children within the government institution and their
cooperation with several institutions in terms of their rights.

Information about the supervisor and the researcher:

Supervisor: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt is a professor in Child and childhood research at the
Norwegian University of science and Technology. NTNU.

Master student: Aydin Aghayev is a master student, from Azerbaijan, Baku and studying
childhood studies at NTNU.

Why are vou asked to participate?

You are asked to participate because your experiences are relevant to the study. The
research aims to explore the children’s participation within the project of “Child
Ambassadors Council” established by the state committee.

What is expected from you upon participation?

If you choose to participate, it means you will be invited to an interview with the master
student Aydin Aghayev. The interview will take approximately 60 minutes. The purpose of
the interview is gaining an understanding of the children’s participation in Azerbaijan. Before
starting the interview, you will be asked your permission to record your voice or to take
notes.

What is expected from your child upon participation?

If you agree on the participation, Aydin Aghayev will have a dialogue with you on their
rights and participation, involved projects which is established by the government
institution of “Child Ambassadors Council”. The dialogue will take approximately 45
minutes. The aim of this initial dialogue is to build a sense of familiarity between the
informants and the researcher and to ensure that the participants understand the aim of
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participation and that it is voluntary, which can facilitate and

encourage the informants to actively participate. The informants will be also asked to
answer to the questions, write diaries or notes describing aspects related to their lives. The
informants will be given some amount of time. You have the right to check the questions
and the activities you will be a part of. After completing the activity, there will be a some
more meetings with the child. The purpose of this meeting is to give the informants the
opportunity to explain the task they completed. You will be asked your permission to record
your voice.

It is voluntary to participate!

It is voluntary to participate in the project. If you choose to participate, you can withdraw
your consent at any time without giving any reason. All the personal information about you
will then be deleted. It will not have any negative consequences for you if you do not want
to participate or later choose to withdraw.

Your privacy - how we store and use your information.

We will only use the information about you for the purposes we have described in this letter.
We treat the information confidentially and in accordance with the privacy regulations. The
recorded data will be processed only by the master student Aydin Aghayev and the
supervisor Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt and will be deleted immediately after the research is
completed.

Your identities will not be identified, I will replace your name and contact information with a
code that is stored on a separate name list separated from other data, and all the data you
share will be deleted after the study is completed. The study is expected to be completed by
August 2021. So long as you can be identified in the collected data, you have the right to
access, correct or delete the personal data that is being processed about you. If you have
complaints on the processing, you have the right to contact The Norwegian Data Protection
Authority.

Where can you find out more?
If you have questions about the study, or want to exercise your rights, please contact:

Supervisor: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt.

By email anne.trine.kjorholt@ntnu.no or phone: +4791897607

Researcher: Aydin Aghayev.
email aydina.stud@ntnu.no phone: +4796954473

NSD - Norwegian Center for Research Data AS has assessed that the processing of

personal data in this project is in accordance with the privacy regulations. If you have
questions related to NSD's assessment of the project, you can contact:

¢ NSD - Norwegian Center for Research Data AS by email (personverntjenester@nsd.no)or
by phone: 55 58 21 17.

With best regards
Aydin Aghayev.
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Declaration of consent

I have received and understood information about the project [Children’s Rights in
Azerbaijan: “Child Ambassadors Council”] and have had the opportunity to ask questions.
I understand that my participation is voluntary and that we are free to withdraw at any
time, without giving a reason.

I understand that I will be given a copy of this consent form and that my signature
indicates that I will participate. I voluntarily agree to take part in this study. I am aware
that the data, including copies and records, from the interviews, diaries will be kept
anonymous and confidential. They will be destroyed after having been used for the
transcription for the study. I am however allowed to keep the originals of the drawings
and maps I have created. I have been assured that the data will be presented in a way
that will make it impossible to be traced back to me. I agree that my information will be
processed until the project is completed.

Hereby I confirm that I agree to the following methods. Please click the ones you

agree on!

e Interviews

Name of the participant:

Participant's signature:

Date:
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Appendix VII Informed Consent for "“Child Ambassadors Council” institution’s
moderators — Translated.

Siz arasdirmanin bir hissasi olmaq istayirsinizmi?

Azarbaycanda Usaq Hiiquqlari: “"Usaq Safirlar Maclisi” institutu.

Siza Unvanlanmis bu sualin asas mahiyyati tadgiqat layihasindaki istirakinizin tastiqi ils
baglidir. Tadgigat “Usaq Safirlar Maclisi” institutu ¢arcivasinda usaglarin dévlst organlari ile
birgs faaliyyatini vo usaqglarin istirak hiiquglarini arasdirir. Bu maktubda, tadgigatin
maqsadlarini, istirakinizla bagl yaranan suallari cavablamada calisacayiq.

Magsad:

Bu maktubla “Usaq Safirlari Maclisi” institutunun daxilinde Azarbaycanda usaglarin istiraki
va usaq hiquglar hagqinda magistr tezisinda istirak etmayinizi tastiq etmayi xahis ediram.
Bu maktubu oxudugdan va istirakiniz tgln raziliq verdikdan sonra sizden qosulmaq Ugln
razilig senadini imzalamadiniz xahis olunur. icazenizdon sonra qosulmaq istayib-
istomadiyiniza dair garar vermalisiniz.

Bu arasdirma Aydin Agayev - NTNU (Norveg ElIm va Texnologiya Universiteti) -da magistr
toahsili alan talaba tarafindan aparilir. Bu tadgigatin maqgsadi Azarbaycanda Beynalxalg Usaq
Konvensiyasinin tatbiginin elementlarini arasdirmaq, usaglarin istirak hiquglarinin
oyranilmasidir. Magsad, dovlst komitasi tarafindon yaradilan “Usaq Safirler Maclisi” institutu
daxilinda usaglarin gindalik hayatlarini va hiquglarinin arasdiriimasi baximindan digar
qurumlarla amakdasliglarini arasdirmaqdir.

Elmi rahbar va talaba barasinds malumat:

Elmi rahbar: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt Norveg Texnologiya va Elm Universitetinds usaq
arasdirmalari va usagliq elmlari ils bagh professordur.

Talaba-magistrant: Aydin Agayev Azarbaycanin Baki saharindan olan va Norveg Texnologiya
vo Elm Universitetinin “Usaqliqg elmlari” ixtisasina yiyalanan magistrant talabasidir.

No dcun istirakiniz istanilir?

Sizin tacribalariniz bizim tadgigat ile uygunluq taskil etdiyi Gglin, Sizin istirakiniz oldugca
ahamiyyatilidir. Tadgiqat, Ails, Qadin va Usaq Problemlari Gzra Dévlat Komitasinin “Usaq
Safirlar Maclisi” institute gargivasinda usaqglarin istirak hiquglarinin arasdiriimasi maqgsadi
dasiyir.

Istirak zaman sizdan na gézlanilir?
Istirak barada razihga goalsaniz, Aydin Agayev komita tarsfinden tasis edilan sizinla
“Usaq Safirlari Maclisi” institutunun layihalari, usaq hiquglan va usaqglarin istiraki
barads bir dialog quracaqdir. Dialog texminan 45 dagige davam edacak. Bu ilkin
dialoqun magsadi malumat veranlarla tadqgiqatgl arasinda tanishq hissi yaratmaq va
istirakcilarin istirak magsadini basa dismasini va kdnulli olmasini tamin etmakdir.
Istirakcilardan suallara cavab vermasi, hayatlari ilo slagali magamlari tasvir edsan
guindsliklar va ya geydlar yazmasi da istanacakdir. Istirakcilara giindsliklarin yazilmasi
ila bagl bir gadar vaxt verilacak. Suallar va istirak edacayiniz metodlar barada
malumat almaq hiququnuz var. Malumat yigma prosesi tamamladigdan sonra
usaqglarla géruslar olacaq. Bu goérisin magsadi malumat veranlara yerina yetirdiklari
tapsindi izah etmak imkani vermakdir. Sasinizi yazmaq Ugiln sizdan icazs istenacakdir.
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Istirakiniz kéndalladir!

Tadgiqatda istirakiniz kénallidir. Istirakinizi tastiq etdikden sonra, istirakdan istanilan anda
hec bir sebab géstarmadan imtina etmak hliququnuz var. Sizinla bagh butin malumatlar,
istirakdan imtina etdiyiniz halda, darhal silinacakdir. Istirakdan imtina size heg bir zoror
vermayacak.

Malumatinizin maxfiliyi — biz sizin malumatlarinizi hecs saxlayacayiq

Haqgginizdaki malumatlari yalniz bu maktubda tasvir etdiyimiz maqgsadlar lgln istifads
olunacaqdir. Malumatlarin toplanmasi prosesini maxfi va maxfilik gaydalarina uydun sakilda
aparirig. Qeydas alinan malumatlar yalniz magistr talabasi Aydin Agayev va elmi rahbar Prof.
Anne Trine Kjgrholt tarsfindan islonacak va tadqgiqat basa catdigdan darhal sonra silinacakdir.

Saxsiyyatlariniz miayyanlasdiriimayacak, adinizi va alags malumatlarinizi basqa
malumatlardan ayrilmis ayr bir ad siyahisinda saxlanilan bir kodla avez edacayam.
Bollsdlyiniz bitin malumatlar tadgigat basa catdiqgdan sonra silinacakdir. Tadqgigatin 2021-
ci ilin avqust ayina gadar tamamlanmasi goézlanilir. Toplanan malumatlarda saxsiyyatinizi
muayyanlasdira bilan malumatlara daxil olmagq, dizaltmak va ya silmak hiququnuz var.
Malumatlarin islonmasi prosesi ila bagh sikayastiniz olarsa, Norve¢ Malumat Qoruma Idarasi ilo
alaga qurma hliququnuz var.

Daha cox malumati haradan slds eds bilarsiniz?

Oz hiiquglariniz vo ya arasdirma barads sual yaranarsa malumat alds etmak {glin asagidaki
soxslarlo alage saxlaya bilarsiniz:

Elmi rahbar: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt.

Email: anne.trine.kjorholt@ntnu.no Telefon: +4791897607

Magistrant-taloba: Aydin Adayev.

Email: aydina.stud@ntnu.no Telefon: +4796954473

NSD - Norvec Tadgigat Malumat Markazi AS bu layihadaki fordi malumatlarin
islanmasinin maxfilik gaydalarina uydun oldugunu giymsatlandirdi. NSD-nin layihani
giymatlendirmasi ile bagl suallariniz varsa, asagidakilarla slags yarada bilarsiniz.

e NSD - Norveg Tadqgigat Malumat Markazi AS elektron poctla (personverntjenester@nsd.no)
vo ya telefonla: 55 58 21 17 alags saxlayin.

on xos arzularla,

Aydin Agayev
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istirakla bagh raziliq

Azarbaycandaki Usaq Hlquglari: “Usaq Safirlari Maclisi” layihasi hagginda malumat aldim
vo basa diisdiim va sual vermak fiirsati tapdim. Istirakimin kénilli oldugunu ve sabab
gostermadan istanilon vaxt imtina etmak hliiququmun oldugunu basa disidram.

Anlayiram ki, bu razilig formasinin bir niisxasi mana verilacak. Qeyd etdiyim imzam istirak
edacayimi tastiq edir. Kénlllli olaraq bu isds istirak etmaya raziyam. Misahibalardan,
guindaliklardan alinan nidsxalar va geydlar daxil olmagla malumatlarin anonim va maxfi
saxlanilacagini basa disdim. Tadgigatdan slds olunan malumatlar tadqiq etmak Ugln
istifada edildikdan sonra mahv edilacaklar. Bununla birlikds, yaratdigim resmlarin va
xaritalarin orijinallarini saxlamadima icazs verilir. Layiha basa catana qadear
malumatlarimdan istifads olunmasina raziyam.

Gostoarilon metodla islomaya raziyam. Zeshmat olmasa s6zliin qarsisinda “+" isarasi

goyun.

-Miisahibs

Istirakcinin adi ve soyadi:

Istirakcinin imzasi:

Tarix:
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Appendix VIII Informed Consent for Child Ambassadors
Do you want to participate in the research project?

Children’s Rights in Azerbaijan: “Child Ambassadors Council” institution.

This is a question for you to participate in a research project where the purpose is to
explore the children’s participation and cooperation with authorities within the frames of the
government institution “Child Ambassadors”. In this letter, we give you information about
the goals of the project and what participation will mean for you.

Purpose

With this letter I ask for your participation and for your permission of the participation of
you in the master thesis about children’s participation in Azerbaijan and children’s rights
within the institution of “Child Ambassadors Council”. After reading this letter and giving
your consent for your participation you are asked to seek the consent to join. After your
permission, you should have the final say whether if you would like to join or not.

This research is conducted by Aydin Aghayev in the interest of his master research at

NTNU (Norwegian University of Science and Technology). The goal of this research is to
discover the implementation of CRC in Azerbaijan, find out the participation of children. The
aim is to explore the everyday lives of children within the government institution and their
cooperation with several institutions in terms of their rights.

Information about the supervisor and the researcher:

Supervisor: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt is a professor in Child and childhood research at the
Norwegian University of science and Technology. NTNU.

Master student: Aydin Aghayev is a master student, from Azerbaijan, Baku and studying
childhood studies at NTNU.

Why are vou asked to participate?

You are asked to participate because your experiences are relevant to the study. The
research aims to explore the children’s participation within the project of “Child
Ambassadors Council” established by the state committee.

What is expected from you upon participation?

If you choose to participate, it means you will be invited to an interview with the master
student Aydin Aghayev. The interview will take approximately 60 minutes. The purpose of
the interview is gaining an understanding of the children’s participation in Azerbaijan. Before
starting the interview, you will be asked your permission to record your voice or to take
notes.

What is expected from your child upon participation?

If you agree on the participation, Aydin Aghayev will have a dialogue with you on their
rights and participation, involved projects which is established by the government institution
of “Child Ambassadors Council”. The dialogue will take approximately 45 minutes. The aim
of this initial dialogue is to build a sense of familiarity between the informants and the
researcher and to ensure that the participants understand the aim of participation and that
it is voluntary, which can facilitate and encourage the informants to actively participate. The
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informants will be also asked to answer to the questions, write diaries or notes describing
aspects related to their lives. The informants will be given some amount of time. You have
the right to check the questions and the activities you will be a part of. After completing the
activity, there will be a some more meetings with the child. The purpose of this meeting is
to give the informants the opportunity to explain the task they completed. You will be asked
your permission to record your voice.

It is voluntary to participate!

It is voluntary to participate in the project. If you choose to participate, you can withdraw
your consent at any time without giving any reason. All the personal information about you
will then be deleted. It will not have any negative consequences for you if you do not want
to participate or later choose to withdraw.

Your privacy - how we store and use your information

We will only use the information about you for the purposes we have described in this letter.
We treat the information confidentially and in accordance with the privacy regulations. The
recorded data will be processed only by the master student Aydin Aghayev and the
supervisor Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt and will be deleted immediately after the research is
completed.

Your identities will not be identified, I will replace your name and contact information with a
code that is stored on a separate name list separated from other data, and all the data you
share will be deleted after the study is completed. The study is expected to be completed by
August 2021. So long as you can be identified in the collected data, you have the right to
access, correct or delete the personal data that is being processed about you. If you have
complaints on the processing, you have the right to contact The Norwegian Data Protection
Authority.

Where can you find out more?
If you have questions about the study, or want to exercise your rights, please contact:
Supervisor: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt.

By email anne.trine.kjorholt@ntnu.no or phone: +4791897607

Researcher: Aydin Aghayev.
email aydina.stud@ntnu.no phone: +4796954473
NSD - Norwegian Center for Research Data AS has assessed that the processing of

personal data in this project is in accordance with the privacy regulations. If you have
questions related to NSD's assessment of the project, you can contact:

e NSD - Norwegian Center for Research Data AS by email (personverntjenester@nsd.no)or
by phone: 55 58 21 17.

With best regards

Aydin Aghayev
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Declaration of consent

I have received and understood information about the project [Children’s Rights in
Azerbaijan: “Child Ambassadors Council”] and have had the opportunity to ask
questions. I understand that my participation is voluntary and that we are free to
withdraw at any time, without giving a reason.

I understand that I will be given a copy of this consent form and that my signature
indicates that I will participate. I voluntarily agree to take part in this study. I am
aware that the data, including copies and records, from the interviews, diaries will be
kept anonymous and confidential. They will be destroyed after having been used for
the transcription for the study. I am however allowed to keep the originals of the
drawings and maps I have created. I have been assured that the data will be
presented in a way that will make it impossible to be traced back to me. I agree that
my information will be processed until the project is completed.

Hereby I confirm that I agree to the following methods. Please click the ones you

agree on!

e Interviews
o Diaries

Name of the participant:

Participant's signature:

Date:
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Appendix IX Informed Consent for Child Ambassadors — Translated
Siz arasdirmanin bir hissasi olmaq istayirsinizmi?

Azarbaycanda Usaq Hiiquqlari: “Usaq Safirlar Maclisi” institutu.

Siza Unvanlanmis bu sualin asas mahiyyati tadgiqat layihasindaki istirakinizin tastiqi ilo
baglidir. Tadgigat “Usaq Safirlar Maclisi” institutu ¢arcivasinds usaglarin dovlst
orqganlari il birgs faaliyyatini va usaqglarn istirak hiquqglarini arasdirir. Bu maktubda,
tadgigatin magsadlerini, istirakinizla bagl yaranan suallari cavablamada calisacayiq.

Magsad:

Bu maktubla “Usaq Safirlari Maclisi” institutunun daxilinds Azarbaycanda usaglarin
istiraki va usaq hiquglari hagginda magistr tezisinds istirak etmayinizi tastiq etmayi
xahis edirom. Bu maktubu oxuduqdan va istirakiniz Gglin raziliq verdikdan sonra sizdan
gosulmagq Ugin razilig senadini imzalamaginiz xahis olunur. Icazonizden sonra
gosulmagq istayib-isteamadiyiniza dair garar vermalisiniz.

Bu arasdirma Aydin Agayev - NTNU (Norveg EIm va Texnologiya Universiteti) -da
magistr tahsili alan talabs tarafindan aparilir. Bu tadgigatin magsadi Azarbaycanda
Beynalxalg Usaq Konvensiyasinin tatbiginin elementlarini arasdirmaq, usaqglarin istirak
hiquglarinin éyranilmasidir. Magsad, dovlst komitasi tarafindan yaradilan “Usaq
Safirlar Maclisi” institutu daxilinds usaglarin giindalik hayatlarini va hiiquglarinin
arasdirilmasi baximindan digar qurumlarla smakdasliglarini arasdirmaqdir.

Elmi rahbar va talaba barasinds malumat:

Elmi rahbar: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt Norveg Texnologiya va Elm Universitetinds usaq
arasdirmalari va usaqgliqg elmlari ils baglh professordur.

Talaba-magistrant: Aydin Agayev Azarbaycanin Baki ssharindan olan va Norveg
Texnologiya va EIm Universitetinin “Usaqlig elmlari” ixtisasina yiyalonan magistrant
tolabasidir.

No dcun istirakiniz istanilir?

Sizin tacribalariniz bizim tadgigat ile uygunluq taskil etdiyi Gglin, Sizin istirakiniz
olduqgca shamiyyatilidir. Tadgiqat, Ails, Qadin va Usaq Problemlari Gzra Dévlat
Komitasinin “Usaq Safirlar Maclisi” institute ¢argivasinda usaqlarin istirak hiquglarinin

arasdiriimasi maqsadi dasiyir. Istirak zamani sizdan (8vladinizdan) ns gézlanilir?

Istirak barads razihiga goalsaniz, Aydin Adayev sizinla (6vladinizla), komits torsfindan tasis
edilon sizinla “Usaq Safirlari Maclisi” institutunun layihalari, usaq hiiquglan va usaqglarin
istirak htiquglarn barada bir dialog quracaqdir. Dialog teaxminan 45 daqiga davam edacak.
Bu ilkin dialogun magsadi malumat veranlarle tadqigatcl arasinda tanisliq hissi yaratmagq
vo istirakgilarnn istirak magsadini basa dismasini ve kdnilli olmasini tamin etmakdir.
Istirakgilardan suallara cavab vermasi, hayatlari il alagsli magamlar tasvir edan
giindaliklar ve ya geydlar yazmasi da istanacakdir. Istirakgilara giindsliklarin yaziimasi ila
bagli bir gadar vaxt verilacak. Suallarn vas istirak edacayiniz metodlar barade malumat
almaqg hiququnuz var. Malumat yigma prosesi tamamladiqdan sonra usaglarla goruslar
olacaqg. Bu goérusin magsadi malumat veranlars yerina yetirdiklari tapsingi izah etmak
imkani vermakdir. Sasinizi yazmaq lgun sizdan icazs istenacakdir.

Istirakiniz kénalladar!

Todgiqatda istirakiniz kénullidir. Istirakinizi tastiq etdikdon sonra, istirakdan istanilon
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anda hecg bir sabab géstarmadan imtina etmak hliququnuz var. Sizinle bagh butin
malumatlar, istirakdan imtina etdiyiniz halda, darhal silinacakdir. Istirakdan imtina siza
heg bir zarar vermayacak.

Malumatinizin maxfiliyi — biz sizin malumatlarinizi hecs saxlayacayiq

Haqgqinizdaki malumatlari yalniz bu maktubda tasvir etdiyimiz maqgsadlar ligln istifads
olunacaqdir. Malumatlarin toplanmasi prosesini maxfi va maxfilik gaydalarina uygun
sakilds apaririq. Qeyda alinan malumatlar yalniz magistr telabasi Aydin Adayev va elmi
rahbar Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt tarafindan islanacak va tadqiqgat basa gatdigdan darhal
sonra silinacakdir.

Saxsiyyatlariniz miayyanlasdiriimayacak, adinizi va alags malumatlarinizi basga
malumatlardan ayrilmis ayr bir ad siyahisinda saxlanilan bir kodla avez edacayam.
BolUsdlyunlz bitin malumatlar tadgigat basa catdigdan sonra silinacakdir. Tadqgigatin
2021-ci ilin avqust ayina gadar tamamlanmasi gézlanilir. Toplanan malumatlarda
soxsiyyatinizi miayyanlasdire bilon malumatlara daxil olmaq, dizsltmak va ya silmak
hliququnuz var. Malumatlarin islenmasi prosesi ila badl sikaystiniz olarsa, Norveg
Malumat Qoruma Idarasi ils slags qurma hiiququnuz var.

Daha cox malumati haradan slds eds bilarsiniz?

Oz hiquglariniz vo ya arasdirma barads sual yaranarsa malumat alds etmak {glin
asadidaki sexslarla alags saxlaya bilarsiniz:

Elmi rahbar: Prof. Anne Trine Kjgrholt.

Email: anne.trine.kjorholt@ntnu.no Telefon: +4791897607

Magistrant-taloba: Aydin Adayev.

Email: aydina.stud@ntnu.no Telefon: +4796954473

NSD - Norvecg Tadgiqat Malumat Markazi AS bu layihadaki fardi malumatlarin
islanmasinin maxfilik gaydalarina uydun oldugunu giymsatlandirdi. NSD-nin layihani

giymatlendirmasi ile baglh suallariniz varsa, asagidakilarla slags yarada bilarsiniz.

e NSD - Norveg Tadqgigat Malumat Markazi AS elektron poctla
(personverntjenester@nsd.no) va ya telefonla: 55 58 21 17 alags saxlayin.

on xos arzularla,

Aydin Agayev.
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istirakla bagh raziliq

Azarbaycandaki Usaq Hlquglari: “Usaq Safirlari Maclisi” layihasi hagqinda malumat
aldim, basa diisdim va sual vermak firsati tapdim. Istirakimin kéniilli oldugunu va
sobab gdstermadan istanilan vaxt imtina etmak hliiququmun oldugunu basa distrem.

Anlayiram ki, bu razilig formasinin bir nisxasi mana verilacak. Qeyd etdiyim imzam
istirak edacayimi tastiq edir. Kénillli olaraq bu isds istirak etmaya raziyam.
Misahibalardan, glindaliklardan alinan nisxalar va geydlar daxil olmagla
malumatlarin anonim va maxfi saxlanilacagini basa diisdim. Tadgigatdan alda
olunan malumatlar tadqiq etmak Ugln istifads edildikden sonra mahv edilacaklar.
Bununla birlikds, yaratdigim rasmlarin va xaritalarin orijinallarini saxlamadima icazs
verilir. Layiha basa gatana gadsar malumatlarimdan istifads olunmasina raziyam.

Gostoarilon metodla islomaya raziyam. Zehmat olmasa sézliin garsisinda “+”
isarasi goyun.

-Miisahibs

-Giindalik

Istirakcinin (valideynin) adi ve soyadi:

Istirakcinin (valideyninin) imzasi:

Tarix:

Qeyd: 16 yasdan asadi usaq istirakgilarin istirakini valideynlar tastiqg etmalidir!
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