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16 The Sicilian war was among the first that he began, but it was long drawn out by many
interruptions, now for the purpose of rebuilding his fleets, which he twice lost by shipwreck
due to storms, and that, too, in the summer; and again by making peace at the demand of the
people, when supplies were cut off and there was a severe famine. Finally, after new ships had
been built and twenty thousand slaves set free and trained as oarsmen, he made the Julian
harbour at Baiae by letting the sea into the Lucrine lake and lake Avernus. After drilling his
forces there all winter, he defeated Pompey between Mylae and Naulochus, though just before
the battle he was suddenly held fast by so deep a sleep that his friends had to awaken him to
give the signal. And it was this, | think, that gave Antony opportunity for the taunt: "He could
not even look with steady eyes at the fleet when it was ready for battle, but lay in a stupor on
his back, looking up at the sky, and did not rise or appear before the soldiers until the enemy's
ships had been put to flight by Marcus Agrippa.” Some censured an act and saying of his,
declaring that when his fleets were lost in the storm, he cried out, "I will have the victory spite
of Neptune," and that on the day when games in the Circus next occurred, he removed the statue
of the god from the sacred procession. And it is safe to say that in none of his wars did he
encounter more dangers or greater ones. For when he had transported an army to Sicily and was
on his way back to the rest of his forces on the mainland, he was surprised by Pompey's admirals
Demochares and Apollophanes and barely escaped with but a single ship. Again, as he was
going on foot to Regium by way of Locri, he saw some of Pompey's biremes coasting along the
shore, and taking them for his own ships and going down to the beach, narrowly escaped
capture. At that same time, too, as he was making his escape by narrow bypaths, a slave of his
companion Aemilius Paulus, nursing a grudge because Augustus had proscribed his master's
father some time before, and thinking that he had an opportunity for revenge, attempted to slay

him.

After Pompey's flight, Augustus' other colleague, Marcus Lepidus, whom he had summoned
from Africa to help him, was puffed up by confidence in his twenty legions and claimed the
first place with terrible threats; but Augustus stripped him of his army; and though he granted
him his life when he sued for it, he banished him for all time to Circei.



17 At last he broke off his alliance with Marcus Antonius, which was always doubtful and
uncertain, and with difficulty kept alive by various reconciliations; and the better to show that
his rival had fallen away from conduct becoming a citizen, he had the will which Antony had
left in Rome, naming his children by Cleopatra among his heirs, opened and read before the
people. But when Antony was declared a public enemy, he sent back to him all his kinsfolk and
friends, among others Gaius Sosius and Titus Domitius, who were still consuls at the time. He
also excused the community of Bononia from joining in the rally of all Italy to his standards,
since they had been from ancient days dependents of the Antonii. Not long afterwards he won
the sea-fight at Actium, where the contest continued to so late an hour that the victor passed the
night on board. Having gone into winter quarters at Samos after Actium, he was disturbed by
the news of a mutiny of the troops that he had selected from every division of his army and sent
on to Brundisium after the victory, who demanded their rewards and discharge; and on his way
back to Italy he twice encountered storms at sea, first between the headlands of the
Peloponnesus and Aetolia, and again off the Ceraunian mountains. In both places a part of his
galleys were sunk, while the rigging of the ship in which he was sailing was carried away and
its rudder broken. He delayed at Brundisium only twenty-seven days — just long enough to
satisfy all the demands of the soldiers — and then went to Egypt by a roundabout way through
Asia and Syria, laid siege to Alexandria, where Antony had taken refuge with Cleopatra, and
soon took the city. Although Antony tried to make terms at the eleventh hour, Augustus forced
him to commit suicide, and viewed his corpse. He greatly desired to save Cleopatra alive for
his triumph, and even had Psylli brought to her, to suck the poison from her wound, since it was
thought that she had died from the bite of an asp. He allowed them both the honour of burial,
and in the same tomb, giving orders that the mausoleum which they had begun should be
finished. The young Antony, the elder of Fulvia's two sons, he dragged from the image of the
Deified Julius, to which he had fled after many vain entreaties, and slew him. Caesarion, too,
whom Cleopatra fathered on Caesar, he overtook in his flight, brought back, and put to death.
But he spared the rest of the offspring of Antony and Cleopatra, and afterwards maintained and

reared them according to their several positions, as carefully as if they were his own kin.
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