Participation in the research project to bachelor thesis 
on “How do international/exchange students experience the Norwegian culture” at the Department of Sociology and Political Science, NTNU

This is a question for you about participation in a research project where the purpose of the paper is to receive a more personal perspective on how international or exchange students experience the Norwegian culture. This information sheet will tell you about the purpose of the project and what participation will mean to you.

Purpose
The purpose of the project is to give insight into the student’s personal experience and understanding of the Norwegian culture. The project will convey 3-4 interviews with international students.
This is a student project, which involves analyzing data from qualitative interviews collected only to be used for this.  If it is appropriate to use the information for another purpose, like teaching or other research, you will be contacted. As a bachelor’s thesis, this is a student project that will fulfill basic requirements for scientific quality and ethics.

Who is responsible for the research project?
NTNU, Department for Sociology and Political Science, is responsible for the project.

Why are you asked to participate?
The selection for the student project is based on the requirement of being an international or exchange student at NTNU.

What does it mean for you to participate? 
You are invited to an interview that lasts between 30-60 minutes. Interview participation may involve audio recording of the conversation and handwritten notes. The sound recorder belongs to NTNU. The information gathered in the interview is about your perception of Norwegian culture. According to requirements from NSD, personally identifiable information will not be collected.

Participation is voluntary
Participation in the project is voluntary. If you choose to participate, you may withdraw your consent at any time without giving any reason. All information about you will then be anonymized. It will not have any negative consequences for you if you do not want to participate or later choose to withdraw.

Your privacy - how we store and use your information
We will only use the information about you for the purposes we have stated in this letter. We treat the information confidentially and in accordance with the privacy policy. Only the student and the project manager will have access to the institution responsible for treatment. Audio recordings will be recorded on a voice recorder without connection to the Internet or telecommunications networks. After admission, the recording will be transcribed by the student himself and stored on the student's OneDrive or home area at NTNU. During transcription, information that identifies you as an individual is anonymized. After this, the audio recording is deleted. There will be no information that can be associated with you as a person in the completed bachelor thesis.
What happens to your information when we finish the research project?
The project is scheduled to be completed on May 22, 2020. By the end of the project, all personal data and recordings will be deleted.

Your rights
As long as you can be identified in the data material, you are entitled to:
- insight into what personal data is registered about you,
- correct personal information about you,
- get deleted personal information about you,
- receive a copy of your personal data (data portability), and
- to submit a complaint to the Privacy Ombudsman or the Data Inspectorate regarding the processing of your personal data.

What gives us the right to process personal information about you?
We process information about you based on your consent.
On behalf of NTNU, Department of Sociology and Political Science, NSD - Norwegian Center for Research Data AS has considered that the processing of personal data in this project is in accordance with the privacy regulations.

Where can I find out more?
If you have any questions about the study, please contact:
NTNU Department of Sociology and Political Science, 
· Project manager for SOS2900 Bachelor's thesis in sociology: Associate Professor Gunhild Tøndel, tel. 99250660, gunhild.tondel@ntnu.no.
· Supervisor: Aurora Sørsveen, tel. 47649114, aurora.sorsveen@ntnu.no
· Student: Charlotte Carlsson, tel. 95759142, charloca@stud.ntnu.no 
If you wish to exercise your rights or have privacy concerns, please contact:
· NTNU's Privacy Ombudsman: Thomas Helgesen, tel. 93 079 038, thomas.helgesen@ntnu.no
· NSD - Norwegian Center for Research Data AS, by e-mail (personvernt services@nsd.no ) or by phone: 55 58 21 17. 

With best regards
Charlotte Carlsson



Aurora Sørsveen				Charlotte Carlsson
Supervisor					Student





Consent Statement

I have received and understood information about the project on “how do international or exchange students experience the Norwegian culture” and have had the opportunity to ask questions. I agree to:

· to participate in an interview

I agree that my information will be processed until the project is completed.




(Signed by project participant, date)
