Interview guide
“How does exchange students experience the Norwegian culture”
First of all, thank you for participating – How are you? My name is Charlotte Carlsson and I’m a student at the Department of Sociology and Political Science, NTNU, in Trondheim. I’m going to write a bachelor assignment in sociology and interview thee exchange students to study how exchange students experience the Norwegian culture.
· Before we start the interview, I just wanna go through some practical information. 
Is it okay if I record the interview?
· I also wanna inform you that everything you say will be confidential and you will be anonymous.
· You also have the right to withdraw from the interview at any time without giving a reason
· The information you give will only be used for my bachelor-thesis.
· Is there something you want to ask about before we start? If you have any questions, feel free to ask the during the interview too
Starting questions
1. How old are you?
2. Why did you want to study in Norway?
3. Are you an undergraduate or a postgraduate?
“Due to the individual right to privacy and to avoid disclosure of personal data, I will not ask any question that will reveal your nationality”
International students
1. How do you find it being a student here in Norway?
2. In what way does NTNU organized events and group for international students? 
3. Are you part of any student- organisations or activities?
- If yes; can you tell me a little bit more about why you wanted to join?
- If not; why not?
4. How do you experience the culture in the Norwegian student environment?
5. How is it to study on a Norwegian University? Can you elaborate?
- Compared to how the structure is back at your university? 
- What do you like? / something that you don’t like?

6. Do you work besides your studies? Why or why not?
- if not: how do you feel about it?
- if yes: Is your education relevant to the work you do here in Norway? Can you elaborate?
- How was it to get a job her?
- How do you experience the job market as an international student?
- Do you feel like you have the same opportunities as Norwegians?
Language
1. Did you have to take any language courses before you could start at the NTNU?
2. What language is most frequently used is classes and in general at campus?
- Which language do you use at campus?
- How does this affect you?
The Norwegian culture 
1. How would you describe Norwegian society and culture?
2. Can you mention some values that you think is typical in Norwegian culture?
3. How do you find it living in Norway?
4. Can you tell me a little bit about how it was to live here in the beginning?
5. What kind of expectations did you have prior to your arrival to Norway? 
- Was it like how you expected?
- What was like you expected, and what was not?
6. What do you like/(dislike) with the culture?
7. How do you experience the Norwegian culture in your everyday life? For instance, language?
- Can you tell me how you experience it to be now vs when you first arrived?
8. What did you think of the Norwegian people when you arrived?
9. Who do you surround yourself with on your spare time?
10. Who and where do you feel attachment/connection to? 
11. Regarding to the topic about the Norwegian culture, is there somethings you wished were different?
Integration
1. Do you have any contact with Norwegian students? 
- If yes; In what way?
- If no; can you tell me a little bit about the reason?
2. How do you feel it is to communicate with Norwegian students?
- And other Norwegians in general?
3. How do you experience Norwegians students behave towards international students?
4. Would you like to come back to Norway? 
- If yes; why? If not; why not?
5. Would you like to work in Norway? Can you elaborate?
6. Do you wish to permanently live in Norway? Why or why not?
Closing questions 
1. If you look back, what would you have liked to know before you “met” the Norwegian culture?
2. Is there something you wished Norwegians were more conscious about when they met foreigners/international students?
3. Would you recommend Norway to other people you know?
-why?
- for other students to exchange to Norway?
4. Is there something we have not discussed regarding this topic that you want to address or elaborate? 

