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Preface

This thesis is submitted as a part of the degree Master of Science in Engineering
Cybernetics at the Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU).

The problem description was given by the Artificial Pancreas Trondheim (APT)
research group, which revealed the potential benefit of a sound based meal
detection system as a part of an automatic insulin pump. This thesis is based
on previous work by APT members (PhD candidate Konstanze Kölle and MSc
student Kaja Kvello). The APT group also provided a data set containing 10
recorded meals of 10 different subjects and 17 recorded meals of one subject
as .wav-files. Throughout the semester, I attended regular meetings which pro-
vided a medical and overall understanding of their project. My final results
were presented for the group and they shared ideas on how to include a meal
detection system in an artificial pancreas.

The Department of Electronic Systems provided the following equipment for
recordings of a new data set:

• Sennheiser MKE2 P-C condenser microphone attached in the center of a
chest-piece of a classical stethoscope

• Roland Octa-Capture sound card

• Access to an echo-free room

My supervisor, Anders Lyngvi Fougner, provided relevant background literature
in the initial stages of the work. He has shared his expertise on diabetes, signal
processing techniques and classification methods at weekly supervision meet-
ings. Through the process, he has contributed with thoughts and discussion on
my various ideas, which made me reflect and evaluate the methods considered.

Sunilkumar Telagam Setti, my co-supervisor, shared ideas of relevant signal pro-
cessing and feature extraction techniques, especially those commonly used in
sound analysis(e.g mel-frequency cepstral coefficients, wavelet transform, and
entropy). He also contributed with thoughts on report structure and formula-
tions during the completion of my thesis.

The final choice of feature extraction and classification method were done by
me, as well as the implementation in MATLAB.

I want to thank Anders Lyngvi Fougner and Sunilkumar Telagam Setti for excel-
lent supervision and for always answering my list of questions on all supervision
meetings. Also, I hope that they can publish the results of this project as a con-
ference paper. Lastly, I want to thank the Department of Electronic Systems for
providing equipment and the echo-free room.
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Abstract

This thesis describes the development and implementation of a sound based
meal detection algorithm. The long term aim is to include such an algorithm in
an automatic insulin pump, also called an artificial pancreas. Insulin pumps are
currently used by many diabetic patients and require manual dosing at meal-
time. Including a meal detection algorithm will be an important step towards
an automatic insulin pump. Previously, continuous blood glucose monitoring
has been used to detect meals, but as it takes time before the blood sugar rises
after a meal, the detection can be too late. In this thesis, sound recordings from
a stethoscope attached to the abdominal wall are used to achieve faster meal
detection.

An existing data set with recorded meals from one person, and four new record-
ings from a second subject, were used for testing the system. The algorithm
developed, consists of a combination of preprocessing audio signals, feature
extraction, signal processing techniques, and pattern recognition to classify au-
dio segments as either meal or no meal. Two different sets of features were
tested as input to a neural network for classification. A threshold was set for
the output of the net, and if four consecutive segments exceeded the threshold
value, a meal was detected.

Both sets of features gave promising results for meal detection, but only one set
provided good results for both subjects. Generally, meals were detected after
only 1-4 minutes with a few false positive results. The detection was signifi-
cantly faster than meal detection based on blood glucose measurements. Sug-
gestions for further improvements and important steps towards the integration
of a meal detection system in an artificial pancreas are also being discussed.
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Sammendrag

Denne oppgaven beskriver utvikling og implementasjon av en algoritme for
måltidsdeteksjon basert på lyd fra magen. Målet er at en slik algoritme skal
være en del av en automatisk insulinpumpe, også kalt en kunstig bukspyttkjer-
tel. Insulinpumper brukes i dag av mange diabetespasienter og krever manuell
dosering ved måltid. Å inkludere en algoritme for deteksjon av måltid vil være
et viktig steg i arbeidet mot en kunstig bukspyttkjertel. Tidligere har kontin-
uerlig blodsukkermåling blitt brukt for å detektere måltid, men ettersom det
tar tid før blodsukkeret stiger etter et måltid, vil deteksjonen ofte komme for
sent. I denne oppgaven er lydopptak fra et stetoskop på magen brukt for å
oppnå raskere måltidsdeteksjon.

Et eksisterende datasett med opptak fra én person ble brukt, samt fire nye opp-
tak ble gjort på en ny forsøksperson. Algoritmen ble til slutt testet på 4 måltider
fra hver av de to forsøkspersonene. Algoritmen utviklet i denne oppgaven består
av en kombinasjon av preprosessering av lydsignal, signalbehandlingsteknikker
for egenskapsuttrekking og mønstergjenkjenning for å klassifisere segmenter
med lyd som enten måltid eller ingen måltid. To ulike sett med egenskaper av
lydsignalene ble testet som inngang til nevralt nettverk for klassifisering. En
grense ble satt for utgangen av nettverket, og dersom fire segmenter på rad
oversteg denne verdien, ble et måltid markert.

Begge settene med egenskaper gav lovende resultat for måltidsdeteksjon, men
bare det ene settet virket like bra på lydopptak fra begge forsøkspersonene.
Generelt blir måltidene detektert etter bare 1-4 minutter med noen få falske
positive resultat. Deteksjonen var generelt betydelig raskere enn måltidsdetek-
sjon fra blodsukkermåling. Forslag til forbedring av deteksjonsalgoritmen, samt
viktige steg som gjenstår før en slik algoritme kan inkluderes i en kunstig buk-
spyttkjertel, er også diskutert.
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1 Introduction

About 245 000 people in Norway have a diabetes diagnosis. Nearly 28 000 of
them are diagnosed with type 1 diabetes[1]. These patients need external in-
sulin administration to control their blood sugar level, which requires multiple
injections of insulin daily or use of an insulin infusion pump.

The research group Artificial Pancreas Trondheim (APT) aims to develop an
automatic glucose control system, called an artificial pancreas. The goal is to
mimic the natural glucose control of the body without depending on daily in-
formation and administration from the user.

1.1 Glucose regulation

In the human body, two hormones are controlling the blood glucose (BG) level;
insulin and glucagon. Both are produced and secreted by the pancreas. After
a meal, the BG level will increase due to carbohydrates in the food. Insulin is
then released into the bloodstream to promote absorption of glucose from the
blood into skeletal muscle and other tissues in the body. The liver stores excess
glucose as glycogen, which can be released if the blood sugar drops. The rest
of the glucose is converted to fatty acids which are stored as body fat called
adipose tissues[2].

If the BG level drops, glucagon is secreted from the pancreas. Glucagon acts
opposite of insulin to increase the BG level. This hormone mobilizes glucose,
fatty acids and amino acids stored in tissues to the blood circulation. Primary,
glucose is released from the liver by converting glycogen back to glucose[2].

1.2 Diabetes

Diabetes, formally called Diabetes Mellitus, is caused due to lack of production
or absorption of insulin[2].

Diabetes is mainly divided into two types; type1 and type2. Type 2 is the most
common type. It is caused by too little production of insulin, often combined
with insulin resistance. This disease is most often treated by changing the pa-
tient’s lifestyle and diet. Reducing the carbohydrate intake and increase the
patient’s activity level, is often sufficient for reducing the insulin resistance and
the level of glucose in the blood[2][3]. Some patients will, however, experience
decreased insulin production and may need supplemental insulin[4].
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Type 1 diabetes, often called insulin-dependent diabetes, is caused by a dys-
functional pancreas. The insulin-producing beta cells are destroyed, resulting
in no insulin production, and a need for external insulin administration[2][3].
Insulin has to be injected as stomach enzymes will break down the insulin if it
is taken orally. Usually, insulin is injected in the subcutaneous tissue right under
the skin.

1.3 Current insulin administration

Insulin treatment aims to mimic the body’s natural secretion of insulin. Insulin
is available in rapid-, short-, intermediate-, and long-acting types, or as a mix.
Which type one wants to use is dependent on individuals’ preferred insulin
injection technique and lifestyle[4].

The conventional insulin administration involves injection with syringes or pens
with needle and cartridge. The injections are done in the subcutaneous tissue,
typically in the upper arm, the thigh or the abdomen. The abdomen is often
preferred as it has the fastest rate of absorption. For most type 1 diabetes pa-
tients, three or more insulin injections daily is required to meet glycemic goals.
The dosage should be based on BG measurements as the BG level is hard to
predict due to day-to-day variations. The insulin absorption rate, insulin sensi-
tivity, exercise, stress, food absorption, and hormonal changes are some of the
factors contributing to the variation in BG level[4].

In the later years, insulin pumps with continuous subcutaneous insulin infu-
sion, have become more popular. An insulin pump is a wearable electrome-
chanical pump, including processing module, batteries and insulin reservoir. A
disposable tube with a cannula connected ensures the delivery of insulin under
the skin at the abdomen. Insulin is infused constantly with a preselected rate.
Besides, boluses activated by the user has to be infused at mealtimes. Insulin
pump therapy has been shown to provide better glycemic control, especially for
reducing hypoglycemia[5].

Which treatment method to use is an individual choice. It depends on the in-
dividual’s symptoms, lifestyle, and preferences. The treatment has to be in-
dividualized to each individual to ensure the best glycemic control and self-
monitoring.

1.4 Importance of tight BG control

The lack of insulin production or low insulin sensitivity puts persons with dia-
betes in the risk of elevated BG level, called hyperglycemia. Symptoms of hyper-
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glycemia may not become noticeable until reaching very high values (>11.1mmol/l
or >200mg/dl) or having high BG level over a longer period. Health problems
caused by hyperglycemia are often related to the heart, blood vessels, eyes, kid-
neys, and nerves[2]. The combination of reduced blood flow and nerve damage
in the feet increases the risk for foot ulcers as the nerve damage reduces the
ability to feel pain. This can lead to infection or a need for limb amputation.
Long-Term accumulated damage to the small blood vessels in the retina can
cause blindness[3]. Actually, 2.6% of global blindness in 2010 was attributed
to diabetes[6].

Complications with elevated BG level can not only occur in diabetes patients,
but also critically ill patients. Both hyperglycemia and insulin resistance are
common among this patient group. Elevated BG level effects wound healing
and increase the risk of infections. Studies have shown intensive insulin ther-
apy to be effective. In a study done by Berghe et al. in 2001, the BG level
of critically ill patients in the surgical care unit was kept within the range of
4.44 and 6.1 mmol/l (80 - 110mg/dl). The morbidity and mortality were sig-
nificantly reduced compared to the patients who received conventional insulin
therapy[7].

Short term complications related to BG regulation are mainly caused by a too
low BG level, called hypoglycemia. Type 1 diabetes patients are dependent on
external insulin administration, putting this patient group in the risk of injecting
a too high dose of insulin. Because insulin lowers the blood sugar, a high dose
can lower the BG level under 70mg/dl ( 3.88mmol/l), which can have serious
consequences. Hypoglycemia may result in trouble talking, clumsiness, loss of
consciousness, or even death[2]. Tight glucose control is crucial to avoid low
BG levels.

1.5 Abdominal sound

Sounds from the abdomen, or gastrointestinal sound, are normally caused by
transport of food, liquids, and gas in the intestines during digestion. Sounds
from the abdomen can often be heard by ourselves as gurgling or rumbling.
Auscultation of the abdomen is frequently used by health professionals to detect
abnormal activity in the gastrointestinal tract. Recorded signals of abdominal
sound consist of bursts of energy which constitute a non-stationary, transient
signal.

The term bowel sound (BS) is used to describe loose successions or clusters
of sudden bursts in the sound signal[8]. Bowel activity has been described as
the occurrence rate of bowel sounds. A peak in bowel activity has been seen
immediately after a meal intake[9]. The increased occurrence of bowel sounds
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has been used as a feature for meal detection[10].

The frequency of bowel sounds have been found to lie between 50Hz and
1500Hz[11][12]. Dalle et al. reported that no bowel sound exceeded 3000Hz.
The energy of signals is often used as a measurement of activity and has been
used to localize the frequency band of bowel sounds. Ranta et al. reported that
only 2% of the energy is located beyond 500Hz, meaning that the main part of
the energy was found from 100Hz to 500Hz[13].

1.6 Meal detection

The main motivation for the development of meal detection systems is in gen-
eral to prevent eating-related diseases such as diabetes type 2, obesity, and car-
diovascular disease. Continuous food-intake monitoring can provide more reli-
able user information, resulting in more effective health intervention services[14].
However, meal detection has also been shown to be an important sep towards
the development of an automatic insulin pump[15].

Researchers have investigated a wide spectre of wearble sensors to obtain accu-
rate noninvassive meal detection. Wrist bands have been found to count "bites"
with ca. 80% accuracy by tracking wrist motion[16]. Audio-based detection has
also been investigated by using a smartwatch device’s build-in microphone. By
applying signal-processing techniques chewing and swallowing were identified
with high accuracy[17]. Microphones has also been attached to the subject’s
neck to record acoustic signals during eating[18]. Piezoelectric sensors have
also been attached on the jaw, below ear and on the neck[19]. Piezoelectric
sensors and microphones have also been attached to the abdomen to identify
bowel sounds and meal related sound[9][15][20].
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2 Theory

In general, meal detection is a signal classification problem. The major steps in-
volved in such classification problems are preprocessing, feature representation
and classification. The objective of the feature representation is to obtain dis-
criminative information from the signals, while classifiers such as support vec-
tor machine, nearest neighbor classifier and neural networks utilize this infor-
mation for identifying the category of the signals. The performance of a signal
classification approach depends crucially on the combination of the aforemen-
tioned steps. More importantly, it depends crucially on feature representation.

2.1 Preprocessing

Decimation Decimation is one way of reducing the sampling frequency. Alias-
ing is prevented by lowpass filtering before the result is downsampled. A lower
sampling frequency results in fewer samples which require less processing and
memory resources[21].

Interpolation Interpolation is the opposite of decimation. The original sam-
pling rate is being increased by inserting zero-valued samples between original
samples. The primary motivation to interpolate is to increase the sampling rate
at the output of one system so that another system, operating at a higher sam-
pling rate, can input the signal[21].

Linear time-invariant filters When dealing with recorded audio signals, the
signal consists of many frequencies. Often, some of the frequencies are noise
signals which are not of interest. Different filters allow us to filter out certain
signals on the basis of frequency. These filters are useful tools for noise reduc-
tion and feature extraction as the frequencies of interest can be extracted.

[21](p. 330) describes a linear time-invariant filter as a system which "modi-
fies the input signal spectrum X(ω) according to its frequency response H(ω)
to yield an output signal with spectrum Y (ω) = H(ω)Y (ω)". H(ω) acts like a
weight function which weights different frequency components in the signal.
Filters generally named after their frequency-domain characteristics. The fol-
lowing sections will describe some commonly used LTI filters.

The probably most known LTI-filters are lowpass and highpass filters. An ideal
version of such filter will only allow the signal with frequencies within the
filter passband to pass. Outside the passband, the filter will ideally have a zero
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gain. The cutoff frequency defines the passband. For low pass filters, the signal
components with frequencies under the cutoff will pass. Highpass filters have
the opposite function and pass signals of higher frequency[21].

2.2 Feature representation

The raw data can rarely be fed directly into a classification algorithm. Most of-
ten, a lot of signal processing is done to identify the measurable quantities that
make the classes distinct from each other. These quantities are often described
as the features. Some selected techniques for signal feature representation in the
time, frequency, and time-frequency domain will be described in the following
subchapters.

An extensive set of features will directly cause a large set of classifier param-
eters. Keeping the number of features as small as possible will help with de-
signing classifiers with good generalizations capabilities[22]. Only the features
which correlate with the meal should be selected. There exist different algo-
rithms, e.g. principal component analysis (PCA), which helps to select the fea-
tures which correlate the most with the classification problem. For less complex
cases, the features can be plotted, and the ones separating the different classes
should be selected.

2.2.1 Time domain features

Representing a signal in with time domain features is often beneficial as the
signal changes over time. These features are often easy to implement as the
features can be extracted directly from the signal. A major disadvantage comes
from the non-stationary property of sound signals, changing the statistical prop-
erties over time, but time domain features assume the data as stationary signals.
In general, time domain features are calculated form signal amplitude values,
meaning that interference acquired through the recording can cause another
challenge by using these kinds of features[23].

Entropy Entropy describes the average rate of information produced in a sig-
nal. A low probability event will cause a high entropy, while an event with high
probability will result in low entropy. The entropy is computed from the nor-
malized histogram using Equation 1. Commonly, there are several entropy types
such as Shannon, log energy, sure, threshold, etc.[24][25].
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H = −
N−1∑
i=0

pilog(pi) (1)

Zero-crossing Zero-crossing is the number of times the amplitude value of
the signal crosses the zero amplitude level. This is a representation of frequency
information of the signal in time domain[23].

2.2.2 Frequency domain features

In signal processing, it can be advantageous to represent the signals in the fre-
quency domain. As the rain separates the light into colors, making the rainbow,
the light is separated based on different frequency component in the light. A
signal, for example, a sound signal from a guitar chord, can be represented in
the frequency domain to tell which frequency components, or tones, the signal
consists of.

Fourier transform The Fourier transform is a well known mathematical tool,
used for representing signals in the frequency domain. The signals are decom-
posed in terms of sinusoidal (or complex exponential) components, represent-
ing the original signal’s frequencies as magnitude components. The Fourier
transform of a continuous signal can be seen in Equation 2.

X(f) =

∫ ∞
−∞

x(t)e−j2πft (2)

The Fourier transform of a discrete signal can be calculated using Equation 3,
where WN is defined as in Equation 4[21].

x(k) =
N−1∑
n=0

x(n)W kn
N (3)

WN = e−j2π/N (4)



8 2 Theory

2.2.3 Time-frequency domain features

The obvious advantageous with these features is that they represent the sig-
nal in both the time and frequency domain. A time-frequency representation
enables to set the time when a change in frequency response occurs.

Short time Fourier transform The short time Fourier transform(STFT) ex-
tracts data segments at regular intervals using a time-limited window. A discrete
Fourier transform is carried out for each frame of the signal. This method pro-
vides the local time-frequency behavior of the signal, which makes it possible
to tell how the frequency characteristics are changing with time[26].

The wavelet transform In later years, Wavelet transform has become a more
popular alternative to the STFT for processing no stationary signals[27][28].
Similar to the STFT, wavelet transform also maps a time function in a two-
dimensional function of τ and β (instead of ω and τ). τ is called the translation
parameter and is the translation of the wavelet function along the time axis. β is
called the scaling parameter and scales the function by compressing or stretch-
ing it[28][29]. As STFT uses same window size, the wavelet uses a flexible size
for dissimilar frequency bands. Wider windows are used for lower frequency,
and narrow windows are used for high frequency. The varying window size will
yield higher time resolution for high-frequency signals[28].

A wavelet is an oscillation wave-like function which starts at zero, increases,
and goes to zero again. There are various versions of wavelets, but they are all
scaled and shifted versions of the "mother wavelet" function [28]. The mother
wavelet, Equation 5, is centered at t = 0 with an average value of zero. The
Continuous Wavelet Transform (CWT) for a signal s(t), where ψ ∈ R2, can be
defined as in Equation 6.

ψ(t) =
1√
β
ψ
(t− τ

β

)
(5)

CWT (β, τ) =
1√
β

∫
s(t)ψ

(t− τ
β

)
dt (6)

β, the scaling parameter, gives the size of the wavelet, while τ gives the loca-
tion. The discrete version, Discrete Wavelet Transform (DWT), can be defined
as in Equation 7. The discrete wavelet, ψk, can be a sampled version of the
continuous wavelet [29].
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DWT (m,n) = 2−
m
2

∑
k

s(k)ψ(2−mk − n) (7)

The DWT is a filtering process with two filters; highpass (wavelet) and low
pass (scaling). The signal can be decomposed into a high pass component and
a low pass component in the first level of decomposition. The second level of
decomposition is done on the low pass components from the first stage. The fre-
quency of the signal is downsampled with a factor of 2 for each decomposition
level[29][30].
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DownsampleLowpass

HighpasscAj

cAj+1

cDj+1

Approximation coefs

Detail coefs

Level j+1

Initialization:  cA0 = s

Figure 1: One-Dimensional DWT of signal s.

Mel-frequency cepstral coefficients Mel-frequency cepstral coefficients (MFCCs)
are cepstral coefficients scaled on the mel scale. The mel-scale was constructed
to reflect the relationship between the perceived magnitude of pitch and the
physical measure of it. Equal steps in mels should be equal in subjective size
throughout audible frequency range[31]. The cepstrum is defined as a power
spectrum of the logarithm of the power spectrum of a signal[32]. Meaning that
MFCCs can be described as a spectrum of a logarithmic spectrum mapped to
the mel-scale.

MFCCs are frequently used as features in speech recognition due to the scal-
ing based on the perception of the human ear[33]. It has also been frequently
used on biomedical signals and is one of the most common features used for
computer-based lung sound analysis[34].

For the calculations, the signal has to be framed into a decided window length
with a chosen overlap. The segment length and overlap have been shown to
impact the MFCCs directly, and different lengths might be tested during feature
selection phase[33]. The coefficients can then be derived by a set of signal
processing tools which is applied to each segment of the data, giving one set of
coefficients for each window.
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The first step is to take the discrete Fourier transform and discard the phase
information as perceptual studies have shown that the amplitude is much more
important. Next, the logarithm is taken of the amplitude spectrum because the
perception of loudness has been found to be approximately logarithmic. Then,
the signal is wrapped to the mel-scale before the last processing method, dis-
crete cosine transform(DCT), is applied. The mel-filter bank has overlapping
segments, causing a high correlation between each other. The DCT is therefore
applied to decorrelate the signal[35]. The entire MFCC calculation process is
illustrated in Figure 2.

Signal

Windowing

Discrete Fourier
transform

Log of amplitude 
spectrum

Mel-scaling 

Discrete cosine 
transform

MFCC coefficients

Figure 2: MFCC flowchart

2.3 Classification methods

As more industrial processes are being automatized, the field of machine learn-
ing has become important. Pattern recognition methods are integrated into
complex "intelligent" systems, designed for decision making. The machine learn-
ing process is often challenging, as often a large amount of complex data is
being used to find meaningful patterns. The whole process is more complicated
than applying an algorithm on a set of data. It is an iterative process of getting
the data needed, pre-process the data, and extract well-structured data which
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can be fed into a classification algorithm. This chapter will focus on the process
of making an algorithm classify a set of data.

2.3.1 Training, validation and test set

The first step is to identify, choose and get the data needed for the classification
algorithm. In order to train and test the classifier, a test set might be required.
A test set consists of labeled data which can be used to train a classifier and
to check whether it classifies correctly or not. The test set is often divided into
training, validation and test data.

The training set is used to train the classification algorithm. While the valida-
tion data is used as a guide for stopping the training process in time. If the
classifier is trained too much, it might have become overtrained and cannot be
generalized to new data. The training process can instead be stopped when the
validation set gets proper results. The test set is excluded from the training and
validation process. It is used to control the accuracy of the classifier by com-
paring the classification with the previously marked class. If the classification is
accurate enough, it can be implemented and used in real applications.

2.3.2 Pattern recognition methods

The main goal with pattern recognition is to classify objects into a number of
classes or categories. The objects can be images, sound records, or any other
signal depending on the application. The classes or categories can be chosen
based on what you want to find or identify. For this theses, the object is the
sound recording and the classes are whether the subject is eating or not.

The first step in a classification problem is to identify measurable quantities
that make the classes distinct from each other. The measurements used for the
classification are known as the features. Features can be plotted to visualize the
separation between the classes. If the classes are entirely separated, a straight
line will be able to separate the groups. The separating line, called the decision
line, constitutes the classifier. The role of the classifier is to allocate new fea-
ture samples to one of the classes defined. The training of the classifier can be
divided into supervised, unsupervised, and semi-supervised methods, based on
the a priori information available.



12 2 Theory

Supervised learning

In supervised learning, signals labeled with known classes are used to train the
classifier. These algorithms require a set of example data with labeled events
or classes. In addition, the training set has to be of sufficient size and quality.
These methods are used if there exists a data set with measurements and known
classes or if it is easy to collect such data [22].

Artificial neural network The discipline of artificial neural network (ANN)
is inspired by the nerve cells in the human brain and cortex. The nerve cells,
or the neurons, are quite similar to a normal body cell except their to types of
appendages: multiple dendrites and an axon. The dendrites branch out from the
cell to get input from other neurons. The axon, on the other hand, branches out
as an output channel to other cells. By shearing signals through the dendrites
and the axon, the neurons build a network [36](ch 1).

An ANN has most often perceptron architecture. The network consists of nodes
and weighted connections(arrows) between the nodes. The nodes represent the
neurons, while the arrows represent the connection between the dendrites of
one neuron and the axon of another[37]. The types of networks can grossly be
divided into feedforward neural networks, recurrent neural networks, and their
hybrids[36]. An example of two typical architectures is pictured in Figure 3. If
a network, as in Figure 3a, consists of multiple hidden layers, it is called a deep
neural network[22].

The transmitting of signals between neurons in the brain may have either an
excitatory or inhibitory effect on neighboring neurons, depending on if the
synapse increases the signal or decreases it. The connection between the neu-
rons (the synaptic connections) shows plasticity due to long term changes in the
strength of the connections as a result of the pattern of stimulation. This plas-
ticity is thought to form the basis for learning and memory in the brain[36].

The learning process of an ANN is based on the learning and memory process in
the human brain. The weights are changing according to the data in the training
set. A common algorithm used for calculating the weights of a multilayered
feedforward network is Backpropagation. A cost function is defined, often as
the square of the error between the calculated output and the actual output
of the training data. The algorithm seeks to minimize this error by changing
the weights between the nodes. A gradient-descent-based algorithm adjusts the
weights because the minimum of such complex cost function cannot be found
explicitly.
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3a: Layered feedforward network 3b: Recurrent network

Figure 3: Architecture of artificial neural networks.

Support vector machine Support vector machine (SVM) is a discriminant
model for supervised learning, which means that the model uses the training
data to find lines or hyperplanes which separates the classes. Discriminant mod-
els do not find any information about the distribution of the data within each
class. A separating hyperplane is not unique as Figure 4 illustrates. SVM uses
optimization techniques to find the optimal hyperplane[38][22].
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Figure 4: Two classes separated by to different hyperplanes.

The best separation between two classes, is the hyperplane with the greatest
distance to each class. The distance from the separating hyperplane to the clos-
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est sample is called the margin. Figure 5 illustrates the margin of the hyper-
plane, which separates the blue and the red group. The best hyperplane is found
by applying an optimization algorithm.
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Figure 5: A hyperplane separating the blue and the red class. The margins are illus-
trated with dotted lines.

Hidden Markov model Hidden Markov models (HMM) are generative mod-
els, which seek to model the joint distribution in order to approximate the data
generating process itself. The classification can be done by choosing the class
which the object most likely belongs to[38].

unsupervised learning

It is not always possible to get a set of data which can be used to train a classifier.
It might be impossible, very difficult or expensive to do measurements or tag
the data with the correct classes for a training set. Even the number of classes or
categories might be unknown. The goal in such cases is to find the underlying
similarities in the data set and cluster (group) the data.

K-means clustering K-means is a well-known algorithm for clustering data
points. The goal is to divide the data into clusters, or classes, such that objects
in the same class have a high degree of similarity and dissimilarity with the
objects in the other groups. The algorithm requires a number of clusters, k, as
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input. The algorithm starts with choosing a random location for the centers of
all k clusters, called the centroids. Then, each data point is assigned to its closest
centroid. The centroid values are then recomputed to fit in the center of the data
points assigned. Samples are again assigned to the currently closest centroid
before they are recomputed again. The algorithm continues with reassigning
the samples and recomputing centroids until no change is obtained[39].

semi-supervised methods

The third group of pattern recognition algorithms is semi-supervised methods.
These algorithms have the same goal as supervised methods, but a complete
training set is not available. The training set available for the designer has a
small number of labeled samples. This is often the case when labeling has to
be done manually as this can be a difficult and time-consuming task[36](ch 2,
p18). The training set contains some a priori knowledge which can be used to
define constraints for a clustering algorithm[22]. Utilizing the little apriori in-
formation available can increase the efficiency and the accuracy of the classifier.
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3 Aim of the study

This thesis aims to detect meals using sound recordings from the abdominal
wall. Such meal detection system can be used as input to an artificial pancreas,
or an automatic insulin pump, to aware the pump that a higher dose of insulin
is needed due to a meal. The goal for the detection algorithm is to detect the
meals as fast as possible, as accurate as possible.

3.1 Motivation

For diabetes patients, tight glucose control is crucial for avoiding hypoglycemia
and hyperglycemia. The current semi-automatic insulin pumps require the pa-
tients to announce meals and exercise [40]. Such AP-systems rely on accurate
information given by the user. The main goal for an artificial pancreas is to
make the insulin dosing fully automated. Detecting the meals will be an impor-
tant step towards this goal.

Meal detection based on data from a subcutaneous CGM has earlier been in-
vestigated. The latency of this measurement has been shown to influence meal
detection. Studies have reported a delay of 20 to 40 minutes from the meal
onset and until it is detected by an algorithm [15] [41] [42]. In order to avoid
too high BGL after a meal, it is essential to detect the meal as soon as possible.
The sound made by the intestines and stomach is investigated as a method for
faster meal detection.
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4 Previous Work by APT

In recent time, the APT research group has been working with the development
of a sound based detection algorithms. A set of data have been recorded and
tested for both bowel sound and meal detection. This chapter will give a brief
description of previous studies done related to abdominal sound as well as a
description of the available data set.

4.1 Existing data set of abdominal sound recordings

The provided data set was recorded by the APT research group in 2018. The
data set includes:

• One recorded meal of 10 subjects enrolled for a pilot trial.

• 17 meals recorded on one subject.

Giving a total of 27 recordings. The following description of the setup is based
on the explanation of the pilot trial described in [20].

All subjects were self-declared as healthy with respect to gastrointestinal func-
tions. The volunteers were asked to keep their regular lifestyle prior to the
recording and on the day of recording. After breakfast, the subjects were fast-
ing until lunch. The recording sessions were scheduled to fit with the typical
lunchtime for each subject. All subjects brought their own lunch to the record-
ing session. A silent meeting room was used for all the recordings.

The recordings were done using a condenser microphone, of the type Sennheiser
MKE2 P-C. (Sennheiser Electronic GmbH & Co. KG, Wedemark, Germany.),
fixed in the center of the chest piece of a classical stethoscope. The stethoscope
was attached to the upper right quadrant of the abdominal wall, using medical
tape. During the recordings, the subjects were seated in a reclined position with
elevated legs. They were asked to move as little as possible. After 30 minutes,
they started to eat their lunch and finished their meal within 15 minutes. The
recording continued for 45 minutes, resulting in a total of 90 minutes record-
ing. Unexpected events, such as nose-clearing, coughing, changing the posture,
or exogenous disturbances from the surroundings, were logged by the subjects.
Furthermore, the subjects were not allowed to use electronic devices as it might
interfere with the recording device.
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4.2 Detection of bowel sound

MSc thesis by Kaja Kvello

The aim of Kaja Kvello’s master theses [43] was to implement a bowel de-
tection algorithm. Bowel sound occurrence frequency might be used for meal
detection, as it has been observed increased bowel activity after a meal [13].
Based on literature and previous research, she found that the following traits
can characterize bowel sounds:

• Frequency range of 100 - 500 Hz.

• Varying amplitude, but generally higher than surrounding noise.

• Sound durations varying between ca 10 ms and 1 s.

One recorded meal, from the data set described in section 4.1, was used to train
and test a classifier. The bowel sounds in the recording were marked by audi-
tory inspection, which she reports as challenging. Without medical expertise,
she reports difficulties with separating bowel sounds from noise. Some bowel
sounds might even be so small that they are difficult to notice.

First, a 50Hz highpass filter was applied for noise reduction. Secondly, the
signal was segmented in frames of 30ms, giving 120 samples in each frame.
Next, a set with features was extracted based on the mean amplitude, mean
power spectral density (PSD) for different frequency bands, and the ratio of
PSD around different frequencies. A feature selection algorithm, provided by
Scikit-learn in Python, was used to select the best features. The selected fea-
tures were used to train an SVM model for the classification.

The implementation gave promising results for the one recording used. The
mean accuracy was 94% successfully detected bowel sounds. The main problem
described was the false positive results giving a precision of 78%. 28% of the
detected bowel sounds were marked in the test set as no bowel sound. However,
this can be due to some incorrect markings of the test set.

Kölle, Data driven filtering of bowel sounds using multivariate empirical
mode decomposition

Kölle et al. [20] Investigates a filtering method, intrinsic mode function-fractal
dimension (IMF-FD), to differentiate bowel sounds from noise and artifacts.
This method behaves like a series of bandpass filters as it utilizes the property
of the multivariate empirical mode decomposition (MEMD), which decomposes
the signal into its different frequency components. The resulting intrinsic mode
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functions (IMFs) are modulated in amplitude and frequency where transient
sonic events occur. Based on the complexity of these functions, the information-
carrying IMFs are selected. This filtering method enhances the nonlinear com-
ponents of the original sound signal and segments them from the rest. Artifacts
which occurred in the same frequency range as bowel sounds were eliminated
by heuristic rules. The method was tested on the data collected, and close to
100% of the labeled bowel sounds were detected.

4.3 Meal detection

Kölle, Feasibility of early meal detection based on abdominal sound

This paper [15] investigates whether the patterns of bowel sounds allow fast
meal detection. Data from the pilot trial described in section 4.1 were analyzed.
Spectrogram analysis suggested that the power distribution over the frequency
range changed shortly after the meal start. The power in different frequency
bands was used as features. Different SVM models were trained based on a
leave-one-out cross-validation procedure using ten recorded meals from one
subject. The best suited parameter set was used to train the final SVM model.
The final model was tested on the recorded meals from the pilot trial with ten
recorded meals from different subjects. A few recordings had to be excluded
due to background noise or the absence of audible bowel sounds. Five of the
seven remaining meals were successfully detected on average 10 minutes (std:
4.4min) after the actual meal onset.
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5 Method

Most of the previous work done, concerning sound from the digestion system, is
related to the clusters of sudden bursts, called the bowel sounds. The methods
used by Kvello[43] and Kölle[20] are both related to the detection of bowel
sounds. In contrast, this project aims to detect a meal by evaluating the en-
tire recording from the abdomen. The second paper from Kölle,[15], describes
features and classification methods used for sound-based meal detection. This
paper was used as a guideline for some of the choices made in this project.

Making a meal detection algorithm is an iterative process. It contains steps as
collecting data, apply signal processing methods for feature extraction, define
a training set, and choose and tune a classification algorithm. This chapter will
describe the approach used to obtain a meal detection algorithm based on the
sound measurements.

5.1 Evaluation of available data set

The studies done by Kölle reports a high variability in bowel activity among
subjects and between different recording sessions[15][20]. She obtained a sig-
nificantly lower accuracy when testing the classifier on different subjects, com-
pared to the validation which used measurements from the same person as the
training set[15]. Due to the variation among individuals, this thesis will use
data from the same subject for training and testing, making a person specific
detection algorithm. Before a detection system possibly is being generalized to
detect meals on different subjects, it has to work for one subject. In order to
have some recordings for training and some others for testing, more than one
recording from each subject is needed. The pilot trial, recorded on ten different
subjects, were therefore excluded from this study. The remaining 17 recordings,
from the same subject, were evaluated for future work.

To ensure similar training data, the same recording procedure has to be fol-
lowed. Consequently, the stethoscope has to be attached at the upper right
quadrant of the abdomen, the subject has to be seated during the entire record-
ing and be fasting from breakfast until lunch. Some recordings deviated from
this procedure as, for example, the subject was lying, or the stethoscope was
attached to the left side of the abdomen. All recordings which deviated from
the procedure were excluded from the data det.

In order to have enough data for both the "meal" and "no meal" class, the record-
ings must include a proper amount of data both prior to the meal and from the
digestion phase. Recordings with less than 15 minutes of either class had to be
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excluded.

Recordings used for training require high quality. If the training data is of bad
quality, typically containing much noise, it is hard to separate noise from the
event which will be detected. The provided data set were recorded in a regular
meeting room. Even though the room was quiet, noise from outside was heard.
For example, people walking or talking outside the room and doors opening
and closing in the same corridor. Another source of noise is the attachment of
the stethoscope, causing mechanical noise. Any movement or change of posi-
tion was heard in the recording. This was due to movements of the skin under
the stethoscope and the tape which slightly loosens. The stethoscope was also
covered with clothes, which touched the sensor and caused some artifacts.

The remaining recordings, which were of a proper length and followed the
same setup, were further evaluated to ensure a good recording quality. The
recordings were plotted for visual inspection and played through headphones
for auditory inspection. Some recordings contained less variation which could
be caused by poor contact between the skin and the microphone or a too low
gain on the recorder. A few contained longer periods of continuous noise from,
for example, music or ventilation systems. Recordings of bad quality were not
included in the data set used in this study.

The following list summarises the numbers of recordings which had to be ex-
cluded, and the reason why:

• 7 recordings were excluded due to not following the same recording
setup.

• 3 recordings were excluded due to weak signal caused by loose connec-
tion of the stethoscope or a too low gain on the recorder.

• 2 recording were excluded due to longer periods of noise.

• 2 recordings were excluded due to a too short recording.

After the exclusion of the improper data, there are four recordings from one
subject left. In order to test whether the method can be generalized to other
subjects, data from more than one person is needed. It was therefore decided
to record data on one more person. When being aware of the limitations with
the existing data set, an effort was made to achieve data containing less noise.

5.1.1 Regional ethical committee approval

Before starting to collect sound data from a new subject, Regional ethical com-
mittee(REK) has to approve the experiment. The previous REK approval did
cover one more subject, and it was therefore not necessary to apply for a new



22 5 Method

approval. However, The research group want to do more recordings in the fu-
ture and did send a new application. REK is not evaluating this application
before June.

5.2 Acquisition of new data

The same procedure was followed, as described in section 4.1, for the collection
of new data. The recording session included fasting, eating, and digestion. The
meal was chosen to be the same as the lunch reported for the first subject;
bread with cheese. Approximately three slices of bread were eaten during each
recording.

The same microphone and stethoscope as the previous recordings were used.
The microphone was connected to a Roland Octa-capture sound card. The data
were then saved on a laptop using the audio software Audacity[44]. No settings
which can influence the recording were changed compared to the recordings
done on the first subject. The sample rate was 48000Hz, with 24 bits per sam-
ple. The gain was constantly kept on 46.5.

An echo-free room, available at the department of electronic systems NTNU,
was used in order to reduce the external noise. The walls, the roof, and the
floor are covered by wedged shaped isolation which absorbs sound and electro-
magnetic waves. The room is very quiet, making it ideal for sound recordings.
The sensor was not covered with clothes which eliminated the artifacts caused
by the clothes touching the sensor. However, the mechanical noise caused by
the attachment of the stethoscope was not eliminated as the same attachment
with medical tape was used.

Four new recordings were collected. Slightly shorter duration for the new record-
ings was chosen to ensure the comfort of the subject. Table 1 summarises the
total amount of data used in this thesis.

Amount Recording session
Subject 1 4 recordings, one meal pr.

recording
30min fasting, ≤15min eating,
≥45min digestion

Subject 2 4 recordings (noise-free),
one meal pr recording

20min fasting, ≤10min eating,
30 min digestion

Table 1: Recordings used in this project.
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5.3 Software

The implementation was done using MATLAB R2018b with the following tool-
boxes installed: Audio, Signal Processing, Wavelet and Deep Learning.

5.4 Preprocessing

A sample rate of 48000Hz was used for the recordings. Since bowel sounds have
been found to lie between 50 and 1500Hz [11] [12], a sampling frequency of
4000Hz will accelerate the processing without loss of information. The MAT-
LAB function decimate(a,r) was used to reduce the sampling rate of signal x,
by a factor of r corresponding to 48000/4000. decimate lowpass filters the in-
put to guard against aliasing and downsamples the result. The default lowpass
Chebyshev Type I infinite impulse response (IIR) filter of order 8 was used.

The recordings have to be segmented into time segments in order to classify
a segment of sound as "meal"-sound or "no meal"-sound. Kölle et al. tested
segment lengths of 10sec, 20sec, 30sec and 60sec. Successive segments were
overlapping by half of their length. For the feature used in the study pre-
sented, a window length of 20sec with 10sec overlap was found to give the
best results[15]. The same segment length was chosen for this project.

5.5 Feature extraction

The downsampled signal itself could not directly be used as input to a classi-
fier. First, the elements in the signal which correlates with the meal intake had
to be found. There are many signal processing tools which can generate dif-
ferent features of a sound signal. Obviously, not all the processing and feature
extraction techniques could be tested during this project. Literature regarding
bowel sound detection, lung sound classification, and speech recognition was
read to gain information about common features for sound classification. The
most common features used for similar problems were used as a first guide for
selecting features.

Additionally, spectrograms were plotted to see how the signal changed with
respect to time and frequency. The power spectral density (PDS) were plotted
using the MATLAB function spectrogram(signal, window, overlap, f, fs). A change
in power density according to a meal intake, will indicate the frequency band
of the gastrointestinal sound. The features should be extracted from these fre-
quency bands.
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Before the recordings of subject 2 were done, it was decided to find features
based on the increase in power which Kölle reports in the paper [15]. As re-
ported, the spectrogram shows that the gastrointestinal sound activity increases
a few minutes after the meal. This can be seen in all the four recordings from
subject 1 used in this project. A clear example is pictured in figure 6.
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Figure 6: Power spectral density of one recording from subject 1. The meal started at
51 minutes (0.85hrs).

MFCC is a method used by the majority of studies regarding audio signals, espe-
cially in speech recognition. This method is also used on biomedical data and is
listed as one of the most common features for lung sound signals (together with
autoregressive model, energy, entropy, spectral features, and wavelet.) [34]. Be-
cause of the popularity of this method, it was decided to test if MFCCs can be
utilized in sound based meal detection.

The wavelet decomposition is a common way to decompose the signal in terms
of high and low-frequency components. As the meal information has been
shown to lie in the lower frequency range, the detailed information from higher
frequencies is irrelevant for meal detection. Approximation coefficients were
therefore chosen and were used for entropy computations.

Spectrograms with logarithmic axes were later plotted to show the activity for
the lowest frequencies of the signals. An example is pictured in Figure 7, and
it is possible to see an increase in activity immediately after meal onset at
20minutes. This frequency range is outside the specifications of the michro-
phone. Hoewer, attachments to the microphone might increase the sensitivity
and changes the specifications. Since a change is observed due to a meal, it is
likely that the microphone is able to measure lower frequencies than the ones
described in the product specification[45]. Based on these findings, it was de-
cided to extract the power of narrow frequency bands in the frequency range
1-55Hz and investigate this feature set separately.

A summary of the two chosen feature sets are pictured in Figure 8. Both sets of
features were tested on both subjects. The following sections describe in detail
how each set of features were extracted.
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Figure 7: Spectrogram with logarithmic frequency scale. Meal started after 20minutes.

1.
- MFCC

- Wavelet decomposition + 
Entropy

2.
- Power of the lowest       

frequencies

Figure 8: The two sets of features tested.

5.5.1 First set of features

MFCCs The mel-frequency sepstral coefficients were extracted using the mfcc(audioIn,
fs) build in function in MATLAB [46]. The function returns the log energy,
MFCCs, delta and deltaDelta values. Delta values describes the change in MFCCs,
while the deltaDelta describes the change in delta values. Only the MFCCs were
investigated in this thesis. The line of code, showed in Listing 1, was used to
generate the MFCCs. signal is the recording, downsampled to 4000Hz. The win-
dow length was set to 80000 samples with 40000samples overlap, which cor-
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responds to 20seconds frames with 10 seconds overlap. Coeffs is a matrix with
coefficients corresponding to each frame of data in each row. The first column is
the log energy, while the rest is MFCCs. The MFCC function can return as many
MFCCs as there are valid passbands. A passband is valid if its edges fall below
2/fs, where fs is the sampling frequency. The default number of 13 coefficients
were used, corresponding to 13 passbands which are defined in Table 2.

1 c o e f f s = mfcc ( s igna l , 4000 , ’ WindowLength ’ , 80000 , ’
OverlapLength ’ , 40000) ;

Listing 1: MATLAB code for calculations of MFCC coefficients.

Filters Passband Edges (Hz)
Filter 1 [133 267]
Filter 2 [200 333]
Filter 3 [267 400]
Filter 4 [333 467]
Filter 5 [400 533]
Filter 6 [467 600]
Filter 7 [533 667]
Filter 8 [600 733]
Filter 9 [667 800]

Filter 10 [733 867]
Filter 11 [800 933]
Filter 12 [867 999]
Filter 13 [933 1071]

Table 2: Filter bank frequency edges.

Wavelet decomposition The signals were first divided into overlapping frames
of 20seconds with 10 seconds overlap using the MATLAB function buffer(x,n,p).
The function returns a matrix with data from one frame in each row. The first
and the last row of data were removed as the first frame started with p zeros,
and the last one was an incomplete segment. For each frame of data, a 3-level
wavelet decomposition was computed. The first order Daubechies wavelet, also
known as the Haar wavelet pictured in Figure 9, was used. Daubechies wavelet
is one of 16 wavelet families available in the Wavelet Toolbox in MATLAB. This
particular wavelet was selected as a first choice as it was the first option.

The entropy was calculated of the coarse scale approximation coefficients using
the MATLAB function wentropy(X,T). The function returns the entropy of type
T of a vector or matrix X. The Shannon entropy was chosen among the six
available entropy types. Also, different entropy types could have been tested,
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Figure 9: Daubechies’s wavelet

but the first choice gave good results. Listing 2 shows the code used to segment
the signal, decompose it into a three-layer wavelet decomposition, and calculate
the entropy.

1 seg = b u f f e r ( s i gna l ,80000 ,40000) ;
2 segmentedSignal = seg ( : , 2 : end−1) ’ ;
3 ent = [ ] ;
4 f o r i = 1: s i z e ( segmentedSignal , 1 )
5 [ c1 , l ] = wavedec ( segmentedSignal ( i , : ) ,3 , ’ db1 ’ ) ;
6 ent=[ent wentropy ( c1 (1:10000) , ’ shannon ’ ) ] ;
7 end

Listing 2: MATLAB code for wavelet decomposition and calculation of entropy.

Feature selection Kvello reports in her thesis that 100-500Hz is a common
frequency range of focus when working with bowel sound [43]. Based on her
findings, the first five MFCCs were selected, corresponding to 133-533Hz (filter
1-5 in Table 2). Later, a classification algorithm was tested using both all MFCCs
and the five selected coefficients. The best result was obtained when using the
selected MFCCs together with the entropy.

5.5.2 Second set of features

An increase in power was seen immediately after the meal onset in the loga-
rithmic spectrograms. Training data should ideally have been extracted imme-
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diately after the meal onset, but due to the difficulties of avoiding noise in the
data set from subject 1, the training data extracted 10 minutes after the meal
onset had to be used. For subject 2, the training data were extracted directly
after the meal onset.

The signal was segmented in the same way as for the first set of features, frames
of 20 seconds with 10 seconds overlap. The average band power was calculated
for each frame of data using the function bandpower(x, fs, freqRange). The fre-
quency range was defined as a two-element vector as "freqRange" in the code
listed in listing 3. The power corresponding to all the frequency bands defined
in freqRange were saved in matrix y.

1

2 freqRange = [1 5; 10 15; 20 25; 30 35; 40 45; 50 55;
3 5 10; 15 20; 25 30; 35 40; 45 50;
4 1 10; 15 25; 30 35; 40 55];
5

6 f o r i= 1: s i z e ( reqRange ,1 )
7 y =[y ; bandpower ( segmentedSignal , 4000 , freqRange ( i , : ) ) ] ;
8 end

Listing 3: MATLAB code for power calculations in the lowest frequency range.

Feature selection Fifteen combinations of overlapping frequency bands in the
range of 1Hz to 55Hz were extracted for each recording from both subjects. A
feature selection was done based on the features extracted for subject 2, as
they contained less noise. Figure 10 shows all the features, in feature set 2,
for one of the recordings. An increase in power appears immediately after the
meal started (at the 119th segment) for most of the lowest frequency bands.
Similarly, a change in power for the lowest frequency bands was observed for all
recordings done on subject 2. Only the frequency bands which provided visible
meal response were selected. Table 3 summarises the selected frequency bands.

Frequency bands [Hz]
5-10

10-15
15-20
1-10

15-25

Table 3: Selected frequency bands for power computations.
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Figure 10: The power in different frequency bands in one recording (subject 2).

5.6 Defining a training set

For supervised learning, it is important that the training set is marked correctly
such that the classifier can be trained to do the correct classification. Labeling
the recordings with "meal" and "no meal" was a challenging task as it is not
known when the response of a meal is reflected in a sound signal nor the du-
ration of the response. The only a priori information is the time the subject
started eating. It is natural to expect a time delay from the meal starts until a
response is found in the recording. Kölle defines the two terms, response delay
and response duration which describes the delay and duration of the response
relative to the meal start. Figure 11 visualises these terms.

Kölle et al. tested different values for response duration and delay, and con-
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Figure 11: Response vector relative to meal intake.

cluded that 10 minutes response delay and 20 minutes duration gave the best
result for the available data and the chosen features [15]. The spectrograms
plotted verified that a response was seen approximately 10 minutes after the
meal onset. However, the response and the delay varied among the recordings
and the subjects. For subject 2, it was impossible to see the same response in a
linear scaled spectrogram. A comparison of a spectrogram from each subject is
pictured in Figure 12.
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12a: Subject 1, meal onset at 0.85hrs
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12b: Subject 2, meal onset at 20min

Figure 12: Spectrograms from subject 1 and subject 2.

Even though the response delay was visible in the recordings of subject 1 only,
"meal"-data were extracted 10minutes after the actual meal onset and with a
duration of 15minutes for both subjects. "No-meal"-data were extracted 15min-
utes prior to the meal onset. Figure 13 visualises the labelling. Since the first set
of recordings contained external noise, this data had to be carefully inspected
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to avoid noise in the training set. It was a difficult and time-consuming task to
separate artifacts from bowel sounds, but clear artifacts were avoided from the
training data.

Fasting
20min

Eating
< 10min

Digestion
> 30min

20 30 455

Meal

minutes

No meal

Figure 13: labelling recordings from subject 1.

The new recordings done contained less noise, which made it possible to ex-
tract noise-free training data without listening to the recordings. The labeling
process was significantly simplified, and "meal"-data were extracted both with
10 minutes response delay and directly after the meal as pictured in Figure 14.

Fasting
20min

Eating
< 10min

Digestion
> 30min

20 30 455

Meal

minutes

No meal

Meal

35

Figure 14: labelling recordings from subject 2.

5.7 Choice of pattern recognition method

Both supervised and unsupervised methods were considered. Kvello reports in
her thesis [43] that k-means clustering gave poor results for bowel sound de-
tection. Due to the available training data, with known meal onset, supervised
learning was a natural choice.

Different methods, as described in section 2.3.2, were evaluated. Initially, differ-
ent classification methods were tested using the application classification learner
in MATLAB. This application makes it possible to train different models at the
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same time, and select the one giving the best result. Different supervised meth-
ods gave a minor difference in classification accuracy. A neural network was
tested separately, as it was not included in the classification learner application.
One method had to be chosen for further tuning, and a neural network was
chosen as it gave slightly better results initially than the ones tested with the
classification learner application.

5.7.1 Neural Network

After extracting features and label the training data, a neural network could
be built. The Deep Learning Toolbox from MATLAB was used to build, train and
test the network. A feed-forward network was chosen and the function pattern-
net(hiddenSize,TrainFcn) was used to build the network. The two input param-
eters, hiddenSize and TrainFcn, were later tuned to find the size of the network
giving the best meal classification.

Initialization The network was initialized by the default initialization func-
tion initlay. Each layer is initialized according to its own initializing function
net.layers{i}.initFcn, where i indicates the layer. The initialization method for
each layer can be defined using net.layersi.initFcn

In this project, ’initnw’ was used to initialize the weights and biases in each
layer. This algorithm was chosen as it chooses parameters according to the
Nguyen-Window initialization algorithm, which aims to distribute the active
region of each neuron evenly in the input space such that fewer neurons are
wasted. The even distribution makes the training work faster as each area of
the input space has neurons.

The Nguyen-Window initialization algorithm also includes a degree of random-
ness, meaning that the initialized weights and biases are slightly different for
each initializing. Since it is impossible to know which initializing weights and
biases giving the best result on beforehand, the randomness makes it possible
to test different initializing parameters. However, this gives a different network
for each training, meaning that different results can be obtained even though
the same data is used for training, validation, and testing.

Training After being initialized, the network can be trained. Backpropagation
was a natural choice, as the most efficient algorithms are based on backprop-
agation. MATLAB provides a lot of different training functions, based on back-
propagation, in the Deep Learning Toolbox. MATLAB recommends trainlm as
a first choice as it provides the fastest training, even though it requires more
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memory than other algorithms. This algorithm updates the weights and biases
according to Levenberg-Marquardt optimization. Since memory was not a con-
cern in this project, trainlm was the chosen training function.

The network was tuned by changing the number of hidden layers and the num-
ber of neurons in each layer. As a starting point, a network with one layer and
three neurons was tested. The number of neurons was increased as long as the
performance improved. Two layers were tested, and the size was expanded un-
til the performance stopped to improve. A network, pictured in Figure 15, with
two hidden layers with five and three neurons, respectively, was found to give
the best result.

Figure 15: The final network used.

Validation The validation aims to stop the training process when the network
is properly trained and before it gets overtrained. trainlm uses a validation set
to check when the training process should be stopped. When a chosen number
of validation epochs in a row fail to improve or remain the same, the training
process is stopped. In this project, the default number of 6 epochs were used. In
general, 10-14 epochs were needed before the validation stopped to improve.

Testing The testing is done to check that the network is generalizing well,
and does not influence the training. For each subject, one recording was left
out while the remaining three recordings were used for training and validation.
This was done for all four recordings for both subjects. Because of the random-
ness in the initializing of the network, the result can be different each time a
network is trained. Therefore, a network was trained and tested three times for
each test-recording.

5.7.2 Thresholding

The output of the neural network were vectors with estimated values between 0
and 1 for each class. A value above 7.0 for the meal class, was defined as a meal
classification. In order to obtain a more robust detection, with less false positive
results, it was defined that at least 4 segments in a row had to be classified
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as a meal before the detection algorithm will detect the meal. As a result, the
fastest meal detection possible was after 4 segments of data, corresponding to
40 seconds. The MATLAB code used for the classification is listed in Listing 4.
y_est is the estimation provided by the neural network and MealDetect is the
vector saving each segment which was detected as a meal.

1 MealDetect = [ ] ;
2 f o r i =4: s i z e ( y_est , 2 )
3 i f ( y_es t (1 , i−3)>0.7) && ( y_es t (1 , i−2)>0.7) && ( y_es t

(1 , i−1)>0.7) && ( y_es t (1 , i ) > 0.7)
4 MealDetect = [ MealDetect i ] ;
5 end
6 end

Listing 4: MATLAB code for a meal detection algorithm.
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Figure 16: Flowchart summarising the two methods tested.
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6 Results

This chapter will describe the improvements in the new recordings, and the
results of the two different feature set tested for early meal detection.

The results are listed in tables for each set of features separately. The tables in-
clude which recordings (as a number of 1 to 4) the training and validation data
were extracted from, as well as the results for the test meal. As described in
section 5.7.1, the randomness in the initialization phase of the network results
in different results for each training. Consequently, the results for three differ-
ent initialization parameters are included in the tables to show the impact of
the initialization. Meal detections within 10 minutes are marked with a green
color. Late detections, later than 20 minutes after the meal onset, are marked
with yellow. The plots of the output of the neural network are plotted with the
segment number on the x-axis.

6.1 New recordings

The new recordings, done in the echo-free room, gave significantly less noise.
No noise from outside was heard. The number of artifacts caused by clothes
touching the sensor was also eliminated by not covering the sensor with clothes.
However, the mechanical noise made by the attachment of the stethoscope was
not improved as the same attachment was used. Even though the subject tried
to sit as still as possible, a few movements were made. The few movements
were logged so that it could easily be avoided from the training set.

It was significantly easier to extract training data from the new sound measure-
ments, as it was not necessary to listen through the recordings to avoid external
noise. Much time was saved compared to the time spent on tagging the original
dataset. As a result, it was easy to test response vectors with different response
delays. "Meal"-data for the training set were therefore extracted both directly
after, and 10 minutes after the meal onset for subject 2.

6.2 Output of the neural network

The output from the meal class of the neural network is in this thesis defined
as a meal estimation as it does not provide a crisp classification. The meal es-
timation varied for each recording tested, as well as for each training due to
the randomness in the initial parameters. A typical estimation which provided
a successful detection is pictured in Figure 17. An estimated value of 1 can be
seen immediately after the meal onset. Some separate segments are estimated
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Figure 17: Typical meal estimation by the neural network.

to a value close to 1 before the meal, which can be seen as spikes in the plot.
The detection algorithm prevented these spikes from being false detections as
four segments in a row had to be estimated to a value above 0.7.

6.3 Meal detection with first set of features (Entropy + MFCCs)

Subject 1

The following results were obtained using the first set of selected features. Table
4 shows the time of the first meal detected by the meal detection algorithm for
subject 1. In general, the algorithm detects the meals only a few minutes after
the meal onset. In this case, "meal" data in the training set were extracted 10
minutes after the actual meal onset. Nevertheless, the algorithm detects some
meals already af5DEE5Der one minute, which indicates that the response of a
meal appears earlier than 10 minutes after starting to eat.

——-
Time of first meal
detection [min]

Actual
meal

onset [min]
Training rec. Validation rec. Test rec. 1 2 3

4 1 3 2 60 1 53 51
3 2 1 4 38 49 49 40
3 2 4 1 31 31 31 30
1 2 4 3 1 71 4 50

Table 4: Subject 1: Meal detection results using feature set 1 and 10min response delay.
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Table 4 shows four false detections and one late detection. The meal estimation,
done by the neural network, which provided false meal detection is plotted in
Figure 18 for further inspection. The meal estimates increases after the meal
onset in all four false detected meals. This indicates that another detection algo-
rithm, or filtering the NN output before thresholding, could have avoided some
of the false detections. Possible reasons for false detections and suggestions of
improvements are further discussed in section 7.2 and chapter 9, respectively.
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18a: Meal detection at 1min,
actual meal onset at segment 306
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18b: Meal detection at 38min,
actual meal onset at segment 240
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18c: Meal detection at 1min,
actual meal onset at segment 300
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18d: Meal detection at 4min,
actual meal onset at segment 300

Figure 18: NN output from false meal detections in Table 4.

Subject 2

The same set of features (entropy and MFCCs) were extracted and tested on the
new data set. First, training data were extracted in the same way as for subject
1, 10 minutes after the meal onset. The results can be seen in Table 5. Similarly,
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as for subject 1, the algorithm provides fast meal detection, although there are
some false detections.

........ ...
Time of first meal
detection [min]

Actual
meal

onset [min]
Training rec. validation rec. Test rec. 1 2 3

1 2 3 4 22 21 21 20
2 3 4 1 1 1 1 19
3 4 1 2 15 NA 21 20
1 4 2 3 16 22 24 20

Table 5: Subject 2: Meal detection results using feature set 1 and 10min response delay.

Since the recordings of subject 2 were noise-free, it was easy to extract training
data without careful inspection of the recordings. Based on the findings so far,
which indicates that a meal response is visible directly after the meal onset, a
response vector without response delay was tested. "Meal"-data were extracted
directly after the start of the meal. The results were significantly improved,
which can be seen in Table 6. Only three false detections occurred, and one late
detection.

....... ...
Time of first meal
detection [min]

Actual
meal

onset [min]
Training rec. validation rec. Test rec. 1 2 3

1 2 3 4 22 21 28 20
2 3 4 1 1 1 42 19
3 4 1 2 21 15 20 20
1 4 2 3 21 21 21 20

Table 6: Subject 2: Meal detection results using feature set 1 and no response delay.

Figure 19 shows the output from the neural network, which resulted in false
detections. The meal detection after 15 minutes, Figure 19c, could probably
have been avoided by either filter the output of the NN before the thresholding
or choose different detection criteria (threshold and number of segments). The
meal in recording 1 is often detected incorrectly. Contrary to the false detection
in recording 2, the output of the neural network does not provide a visible meal
response, which can be seen in Figure 19a and 19b.
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19a: Meal detection at 1min,
Actual meal onset at segment 120
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19b: Meal detection at 1min,
Actual meal onset at segment 120
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19c: Meal detection at 15min,
Actual meal onset at segment 120

Figure 19: NN output from false meal detections in Table 6.

6.4 Meal detection with second set of features (power)

Subject 2

The second set of features tested, power of a selection of frequency bands,
gave the fastest meal detection for subject 2. Only three false positive results
occurred, which can be seen in Table 7. The output from the neural network,
which provided false detection of meals, are pictured in Figure 20. The out-
put from the neural network of the first false detection, Figure 20a, shows a
completely wrong classification by the neural network. It might be due to poor
training or bad initializing for that particular training. Once again, the meal in
recording 1 fails to be detected. The output of the neural network, 21b and 20c,
has several spikes of false classifications before the meal onset.
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——-
Time of first meal
detection [min]

Actual
meal

onset [min]
Training rec. validation rec. Test rec. 1 2 3

1 2 3 4 22 1 22 20
2 3 4 1 1 1 28 19
3 4 1 2 21 22 21 20
1 4 2 3 23 21 21 20

Table 7: Subject 2: Meal detection results using feature set 2 and no response delay.

Subject 1

The same good results were not found for subject 1 when using the second set
of features and a response delay of 10 minutes. In general, no meals were de-
tected using the same algorithm as for subject 2. Figure 21 shows two examples
of output from the neural network. Response of the meal can be seen in Fig-
ure 21a, while Figure 21b shows no meal classifications. In addition, the meal
estimate does never exceed 0.7, which is the threshold value for meal detection.

Summary

The meals which were successfully detected were in average detected within 4
minutes. The results give a strong indication that meal related sounds appear
shortly after meal intake and that it is possible to separate the meal-related
sound from regular gastrointestinal sound activity. A meal detection within 4
minutes is a major improvement compared to meal detection using CGM.

The first set of features (entropy and MFCCs) provided the best result for both
subjects combined. The neural network provided estimations with visible meal
response in close to 100% of the tested recordings. However, some false detec-
tion occurred. Chapter 9 will discuss possible improvements of both the classi-
fication and the detection algorithm.
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20a: Meal detection at 1min,
Actual meal onset at segment 120
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20b: Meal detection at 1min,
Actual meal onset at segment 120
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20c: Meal detection at 1min,
Actual meal onset at segment 120

Figure 20: NN output from false meal detections in Table 7.
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21a: Meal onset at 306 segments
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Figure 21: Subject1: NN output when using feature set 2 and 10min response delay.
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7 Discussion

The present study demonstrates that abdominal sound recordings can poten-
tially be utilized for early meal detection. This chapter will discuss the results
in more detail as well as important aspects of the integration of a meal detec-
tion system in an artificial pancreas. There were also some limitations related
to the present study, which will be further discussed. Suggestions for improve-
ments and further steps towards the integration of a meal detection system in
an artificial pancreas are topics discussed in the next chapter, Future work.

7.1 Limitations associated with the data set

The recordings used can, of course, not be related to a real-life scenario. No one
sits as still as possible in a completely silent room while eating their lunch. In
this early stage of the development of a sound based meal detection algorithm,
the classification problem has to be as simplified as possible. One has to make
sure that it is possible to record meal related sound and classify meals based on
the recordings before noise and movements are included. Noisy signals will in-
crease the complexity of the classification problem, making it difficult to extract
the meal-related sounds of interest. However, making a classification separate
all sources of noise from gastrointestinal sound might require a lot of training
data, which were not available for this study.

Another simplification made, is the meals. Different food may create different
sound during digestion. In this project, the meals were standardized to only
contain bread with cheese. Soup, crisp bread or a big portion of dinner, might
cause sound signals with completely different frequency response. The features
used in this project were selected based on the available data set, and might
not give a desirable result for other types of food or drinks. To create a system
which detects different kinds of food, a variety of meals have to be recorded
and included in the training process.

Even though the data set does not represent real-life scenarios, it indicates
whether it is possible to identify meal related sound or not. Simplifications
are needed to prove a concept before adding complexity. An additional simpli-
fication made in this study was to use data from the same subject for training
and testing, as person specific detection is less complex. The variations among
individuals are then canceled, giving a less complicated classification problem.
However, this requires multiple recordings done on one each subject. In this
study, only four recorded meals were used from each subject. The recordings
have to be divided into training, validation and test recordings, giving only two
recordings for the training and one for validation.
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7.2 False detections

Even though the variation among different subjects is canceled, there will be a
daily variation in bowel activity for each person. It is well known that the diges-
tive system is influenced by both physical and mental health, as well as food or
drinks consumed the past days. The varying amount of gas passing through the
intestines is one example of factors which causes variations in the sound heard
from the abdomen. In order to make a robust meal detection systems, the algo-
rithm has to separate the meal-related sound from the general gastrointestinal
sound. To overcome that challenge, the training data has to include data from
all scenarios. Only two recordings for training, recorded within a few days, may
not provide sufficient variation to detect all test meals. The lack of variation in
the training set might be a reason why some meals fail to be detected more
often than others.

As the results show, the meal in recording nr. 1 of subject 2, is detected incor-
rectly with both sets of features. Sometimes, only one false detection occurred
before a correct detection, but a few times, multiple false detections occurred.
The lack of variation in the training set might be the reason that this particular
meal often fails to be detected. In recording 1 of subject 2, many clear rumbling
sounds, or "hungry sounds", can be heard prior to the meal. Usually, the occur-
rence of bowel sounds increased after the meal, which made this recording
deviate from the others. Because frequent "hungry sounds" only occurred for
one recording, the network had no training data with similar sounds. The clas-
sifier might separate "hungry sounds" from meal related sound if it is included
in the training set.

Another reason for false detections might be the mechanical attachment. If the
stethoscope is loosely attached, the gastrointestinal sound will not be properly
recorded. Small movements or changes in position might have resulted in pe-
riods with more or less tight contact between the microphone and the skin. A
loose connection was difficult to prevent and notice during the recording ses-
sion as the stethoscope head was covered with tape. However, all recordings
used in this project were plotted to make sure that the sound signals were of
proper amplitude and quality.

As seen in Figure 18, 19 and 20, the output of the neural network has, in close
to all cases, a visible meal response even though there were a false detection.
This indicates that the output of the neural network could have provided meal
detection with higher accuracy if the threshold algorithm was changed. By fil-
tering the output of the network, change the threshold, or change the number
of segments which had to exceed the threshold, the number of false detection
could have been improved. However, increasing the number of segments, which
have to exceed the threshold, will cause later detections. Increasing the thresh-



7 Discussion 45

0 100 200 300 400 500 600 700

0

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

0.7

0.8

0.9

1
y estimated

Figure 22: Output from the "meal"-class of the neural network for a late detection.

old value might cause that some meals are not detected. Possible improvements
for the detection algorithm are further discussed in chapter 9.

To sum up, false detection might be caused by the lack of variation in the train-
ing data, making the classifier not generalize for daily variations. Variation in
the recording could also be caused by a partly loose connection between the
microphone and the skin. However, since the output of the network most often
provide a meal output, which makes it possible to see when the meal happens,
another detection algorithm might solve the problem with false detections.

7.3 Late detection

For feature set 1, two meals were detected more than 20 minutes after the
meal onset (21 and 23 min). The late detected meals were the same as the
ones which often were detected incorrectly. The network failed to give a clear
estimate of the meal class, which resulted in late detections. Possible reasons
for the poor meal estimation might be the same as for the false detections; lack
of variation in the training set, noise, loose attachment of the stethoscope or
incomplete training process.

7.4 Neural network

When using a neural network, there are a lot of hyperparameters to tune. For
example, initial weights, number of neurons, number of layers, and the dura-
tion of the training. The initialization weights and biases were initialized by
an initialization function containing a degree of randomness. Ideally, the ini-
tialization parameters which gave good results should have been investigated
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in order to find the optimal set of initialization parameters. Due to time con-
straints, there was no time to find this optimal set for this thesis. However,
training and testing the classification system with three different initialization
parameters gave a good indication of the performance.

The validation function used, stopped the training process early, typically af-
ter computing 12 epochs. Since the output of the network had a visible meal
response in close to 100% of the test results, overtraining was prevented. How-
ever, due to the low number of recordings from each subject, only one recording
could be used for validation. This might have caused that the training stopped
too early if the validation set was very similar to the training set. Figure 20a
shows one example of poor classification which might be caused by stopping
the training process too early. Since the algorithm succeeded to detect the meals
for two other sets of initializing parameters, the false detection in Figure 20a
might be caused by a combination of inadequate initialization parameters and
too short training process. Insufficient training might also be the reason of some
false detections.

7.5 First set of features

MFCCs and the entropy calculated from a wavelet decomposition provided suc-
cessful meal detection for both subjects. This indicated that the first set of fea-
tures can be generalized to multiple individuals. However, more data, from a
multitude of people, are needed before one can conclude if the features can be
generalized to the population or not.

For subject 2, higher accuracy was obtained when extracting the training data
for the meal class directly after the meal onset. For subject 1, a response delay
of 10 minutes was used, and nothing else was tested due to the difficulties
of avoiding noise for the "meal"-class in the training set. However, the early
detection of several meals for both subjects indicates that the meal response
starts shortly after starting to eat.

As previously mentioned, the features are extracted based on a dataset which is
collected following a standardized procedure in a laboratory condition. Mean-
ing that the same set of features might not provide a good result when the
algorithm is applied to data containing noise or other meals.

7.6 Second set of features

As presented in the results in section 6.4, the second set of features did not
provide good results of the meals eaten by subject 1. Only very few meals were
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detected, and most often, the meals were not detected at all. An increase in
power in the lowest frequency bands, directly after the meal onset, were found
in both subjects. However, the selection of frequencies was based on the fea-
tures extracted from subject 2. In addition, the size of the network was tuned
based on data from subject 2. In that way, the recordings from subject 2 were
included in the training process. The selected frequencies might have been in-
dividual and the same set of features might be generalized to subject 1. With-
out medical expertise, it is hard to tell what causes this activity in the lowest
frequency range. It might be the chewing frequency, which is personal and de-
pendent on the food eaten.

Another reason might be the response delay used when extracting "meal"-data
from subject 1. Meal-related training data were only extracted 10 minutes af-
ter the meal onset. The increase in power was observed immediately after the
meal onset, and started to decrease after ca. 10minutes. Training data from the
"meal"-class were then extracted after the characteristic response, which will
not contribute to sufficient training of the network.

Another reason that the second set of features failed to detect meals from sub-
ject 1, is due to the noise and artifacts. The noise typically caused high spikes
when plotting the features from subject 1. A comparison of the power in one
frequency band(1-5Hz) is pictured in Figure 23. The four upper plots are the
power extracted from subject 1, while the bottom ones correspond to subject 2.
The recordings from subject 1 have a higher amount of spikes caused by noise.
The orange line indicates the meal onset. A meal response is obvious in three of
the four recordings done on subject 2. For subject 1, the meal response is less
visible. This example of the feature set indicates that the poor meal detection
obtained for subject 1 might be caused by noise, inappropriate features, or even
a combination.

7.7 Integration of a meal detection system in an artificial
pancreas

If a bolus of insulin is set due to detection of a meal, a high accuracy for the
meal detection algorithm is required. Otherwise, the BG can drop below the
critical level and cause hypoglycemia. Sound measurements alone might not
provide the accuracy required as noise will always influence the signal. When
integrating a sound based meal detection system in an AP, there will be other
measurements available, such as CGM measurements and previous insulin bo-
luses. A combination of all measurements can be used to obtain a safe AP, which
avoids both hypoglycemias and elevated BG level after meals.

A suggestion from my supervisor is to use a fast and "unreliable" meal an-
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Figure 23: Comparison of power in 1-5Hz for both subjects. The yellow line indicates
the start of the meal.

nouncement for a first insulin bolus while waiting for a more trustful detection
by the CGM. After the first bolus, the basal infusion can be stopped in order to
prevent hypoglycemia if the meal detection was incorrect. The total amount of
insulin in the initial bolus will replace the basal insulin for a short period. No
additional insulin will then be given until CGM measurements confirm a meal.
If the meal classification were correct, the initial bolus will prevent the BG level
rising too high, and an additional bolus can be infused when the BG starts to
rise.

Another option is to introduce a filtered version of the meal estimation as a
probability function in the BG control algorithm. The dosages might be in-
creased if it is likely that the patient is eating. Previous boluses might be used to
see the time of previous meals. If the previous meal was eaten a long time ago,
and the sound based estimate indicates a meal, it is probably a correct meal
estimate, and a higher dose of insulin might be infused.

Other measurements might also be added to the AP to obtain even better BG
control. An example is pulse measurements or activity measurements from
smartwatches. The activity level might be used to adjust the insulin dosage as
glucose absorption changes according to the activity level. However, the com-
plexity of the implementation will increase for each sensor added. Also, the
user experience has to be in focus. Patients might not accept to wear multiple
sensors attached to different places on their body.
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7.8 Alternative applications

A sound-based meal detection system can also be advantageous in the treat-
ment of nutrition-related diseases, e.g. obesity, eating disorders, and diabetes
type 2. A wide range of approaches has been investigated for automatic food
intake monitoring, as traditional note-based approaches rely heavily on user
memory and recall [14]. Remembering is difficult for many, especially patients
with memory disorders. A wearable device which continuously logs meal on-
sets, such as the sound-based system described, might be useful for this patient
group.
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8 conclusion

This thesis describes a method for person specific meal detection based on
sound recordings from the abdominal wall. The long term aim is to include
a non-invasive meal detection system in an insulin pump in order to make a
closed-loop system for blood glucose control. An automatic insulin pump can
improve the blood glucose administration for diabetes type 1 patients.

The two sets of features tested gave promising results for meal detection. The
feature set using MFCCs and wavelet transformed based entropy provided good
results for both of the two test subjects. Generally, meals were detected within a
few minutes, which indicates that meal related sound appears shortly after the
meal onset, or even immediately when starting to eat. The sound based meal
detection obtained is significantly faster than meal detection based on CGM.

A few false positive results occurred. Suggestions for improvements and future
work are described in chapter 9.
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9 Suggestions for future work

The results of this project show a meal detection algorithm which aims to de-
tect a meal within a few minutes in most cases. However, there is a lot of work
remaining before such a system can be integrated into an artificial pancreas.
There are also a huge number of signal processing techniques, feature extrac-
tion methods, and feature selection methods which can be tested for improve-
ments. Suggestions for possible improvements of the method implemented and
the integration of a meal detection system in an AP will be discussed in the
following chapter.

9.1 Future recordings

More noise-free data is needed to test features and classification methods on
different subjects. If person-specific data is used to train each classifier, multiple
recorded meals are needed from more people. Otherwise, the features found to
work for a few subjects, might not be generalized to fit for the users. In the
future, recordings should be done on subjects of different body mass indexes to
see how the meal-related sound signal changes due to different bodies. Future
recordings should also include diabetes type 1 patients as they are the target
users and might suffer from other gastrointestinal disorders as a consequence
of the primary disease.

Future recordings should also contain a variety of gastrointestinal sound such
that the training data contain more variation. It will then be possible to check
whether the algorithm manages to separate, for example, hungry sounds from
meal related sounds. Later, the recordings should be moved out from a labora-
tory condition to collect data in a natural environment which contains noise.

Various types of food and drinks should also be included in the future. It should
be investigated whether sound measurements from the abdomen can be used
to classify meals when eating different meals and if it is possible to differentiate
different types of food (e.g. separate solid food from drinks) based on the sound
measurements.

9.2 Preprocessing

Different segment length should be further investigated, to find the optimal
segment length and overlap for meal detection.
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9.3 Features

A combination of the two feature sets presented might be tested in the future.
"Meal"-data should then be extracted directly after the meal onset for all fea-
tures. If the two sets are combined, the network size and parameters have to be
tuned to fit the current inputs. The two sets were of different scaling and might
have to be normalized. A greater set of features might provide a more robust
and versatile detection algorithm.

Features which separate hungry sounds from meal related sound should be in-
vestigated. It might be useful to extract hungry sounds and meal-related sound
from the training set for closer inspection. Features which separates the two
sounds, if possible, might be proper features for a meal detection algorithm.

Other preprocessing and filtering techniques should also be investigated in the
future, especially when introducing noise to the system. Features which is less
affected by noise might provide meal detection in real-life scenarios.

9.4 Future pattern recognition methods

The thresholding algorithm used in this thesis was not ideal as some false de-
tections occurred even though a visible meal response was seen in the output
of the network. Including the tuning of the threshold value and the number
of successive segments in the training process might provide a better detection
algorithm. The output of the neural network might also be filtered to avoid
spikes causing false meal detections. Another alternative is to use a different
network which will provide a crisp classification. A deeper neural network, e.g.
a convolutional neural network (CNN), was suggested from my supervisor. This
network utilizes information from neighboring inputs (e.g. previous segments
of data) which might be advantageous when looking for a change in pattern.

Different training and initializing functions for a NN might be tested in the
future. If a larger training set or a deeper NN is being used, a more efficient
training and validation algorithm might be advantageous to save time on train-
ing. However, a slow training process will not cause any delay in meal detec-
tion. Other classification models which require less computational and memory
resource might also be investigated in the future.

9.5 Implementation in an artificial pancreas

A question to ask is whether one classification model can be trained to detect
meals on different subjects, as in the pilot trial described in [15], or if a clas-
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sifier should be person-specific as in this thesis. Because of the high variability
in the recordings done on different subjects, a tailored classifier might provide
better accuracy. As long as the same feature extraction techniques can be used,
a personalized classifier can be obtained by introducing a "training period" for
the system. The microphone can collect data, while the user reports the onset
of each meal for a period of time until there are enough training data. How-
ever, introducing a "training period" will require an extra effort by the user and
demand a portable device with enough memory and processing resources. An
evaluation of whether it is necessary and feasible to individualize a meal detec-
tion algorithm should be further investigated.

Making one classifier fit all subjects, will not require any effort by the user, and
will maybe be experienced as an easier solution. It will be easier to integrate
the system into an insulin pump as the same algorithm can be used. However,
it might be challenging to make a fast and accurate detection system which is
generalized for all individuals. Much training data will be needed in order to
train such complex classifier.

When a meal detection system is included in an AP, other information from
the pump might be used. A combination of other available measurements for a
more accurate meal detection should be investigated. Sensors which are easy
to add, such as an additional microphone for noise cancellation, smartwatch
for activity measurements, etc. should be further investigated. However, one
has to keep in mind that a complex sensor system might not be comfortable
and accepted by the users. The use of microphones might cause privacy con-
cerns. Other alternatives, e.g. piezoelectric sensors or accelerometers, should
be investigated to find the best suited sensor which is most comfortable for the
user.

The design and placement of the microphone should be investigated to find an
attachment, location, and design, which makes the device comfortable to wear.
A location close to the CGM sensor might be more accepted. If the discomfort is
minimized, many patients will likely accept such a non-invasive add-on to their
insulin pump.
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