WANALYSIS | TOKYO

Japan is a country of tradition and technology. Located in
East Asia, it is a highly developed and modernized country
that can boast to be the third largest national economy and
Tokyo as the world’s largest urban metropolis. It is the
home of karaoke, manga, sumo and sushi, and attracts many
foreign visitors who wish to experience the kawai-culture
that also has a great influence abroad.

® TOKYO
Area 377,944 km?
Density 337.1/km?
Population 127,799,000
Capital Tokyo

Official language Japanese

Ethnic groups 98,5 % Japanese
0,5 % Korean
0,4 % Chinese

0,6 % other

Currency Yen (¥)
GDP total 4.440 trillion
GDP per capita $45,920

DENSITY COMPARSION

6340 km?

SIZE KM?
POPULATION

13 572 km?
35 000 000

8 245 000 547 000 22 824 000 613 000
DENSITY 6 000/km? 10 500/km? 16 900/km? 3 600/km? 1 500/km?

CITIZENS/KM?

Tokyo Subway Route Map

The public infrastructure is one of the most efficient

CENTERLESS CITY SPIRAL CITY SPIRAL HOTSPOTS METRO SPAGHETTI
Tokyo can be experienced like a Tokyo can also be characterized Activities spirals out from each
tornado. The geographical center as a spiral with few straight lines of the main stations along the

where the Emperor’s palace is
located, is dead in terms of activities
most of the year. Activities takes
place along the Yamanote-loop.

pointing towards the center. Yamanote line.

marks the start of
Edo is
changed to Tokyo and
hecomes the formal
capitol of Japan

in
which real estate and}J3/11 Great Tohoku
stock prices were Earthquake
greatly inflated magnitude 9.0

Construction of a
causes the Edo

destroys PRIVATE

village to expand Tokyo

IF YOU TRANSLATE THE WORD
JAPANESE YOU GET:
WHICH IS WRITTEN IN KATAKANA. THIS

and precise in the world, and 68 % of Tokyoites
use public either transport, bicycle or walk.
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“‘OUTSIDE”

“PUBLIC”

INTO

INDICATES THAT IT IS A LOANWORD
AND DOES NOT NECESSARILY HAVE THE

Establishment of the Japan’s first dropped
over Hiroshima.
lapan surrenders

of the
Bubhle economy
causing over a
decade of recession:

SAME MEANING IN JAPANESE LANGUAGE.
CONCERNING THE TERMS ‘PRIVATE’ AND
‘PUBLIC’, IT IS BETTER TO USE

LITERALLY MEANING

TERMS THAT RELATES

TO SCALE AND SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS

MAIN MORPHOLOGICAL TRENDS IN TOKYO

1500 1868 1920

Subdivision of lots continued to The
occur, resulting in a densly packed
accumulation of very flamable wood
houses and many small odd-shaped

1923

Great Kanto Earthquake
devastated Tokyo in 1923. One of
the following restoration projects was
to expand designated main roads to

Before the Meiji period the two-story
wooden family house was basically
the only wurban dwelling typology
available in Japan, opposed to the

When industralization was brought to
Japan during the Meiji perid (1868-
1912), large properties gradually
became subdivided and expansion

Roman collective housing originating occured on horizontal level. sites. create fire-breaks and increase the
from the 2nd century. accessibility.
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Japanese public space: the street Public space as movement
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The rapid development in the post-
war period finally caused Tokyo to
grow vertically, mainly around the
main roads and stations connected
to the Yamanote line.
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Pedestrian

Sectional study of activities in a wide street
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Shibuya crossing vs. Trondheim Torg - same scale

YAMANOTE LINE
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Department park

store
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WORK CONSUMPTION LIVING LEISURE

SINCE TOKYO CONSISTS OF
MANY HOTSPOTS AND NOT A MAIN CENTER

LIKE EUROPEAN CITIES, A SITE-SPECIFIC
INVESTIGATION OF A HIKE-ABILITY CONCEPT CAN

PROVE TO BE VALID AND APPLIED ALL OVER TOKYO
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Today Tokyo consists of number of
typologies, ranging from the small
single detatched family house to
mega-company offices.

What is next? A horizontal and a
vertical scheme has already played
its role and the city is not expanding
anymore.
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GRADIENTS OF UCHI

‘Roji’ type street
Formal with hard edges

‘Tori’ type street
Informal with soft edges

SELECTIVE CLIENTELE

The more reserved invitation,
the higher status of the bar/
cafe. Good places can be
difficult to find for those who
cannot read the signs.

A small sign, potted
plants and a homelike
doormat leading to a

withdrawn entrance. Even
the windows are shaded.

Large signs, vivid colors,

sound and

fixtures

cries for attention and
consumption.

WTYPOLOGY | VERTI
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Large roof garden

Sky Festival square
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Smokers corner
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Barbeque garden
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Rooftop izakaya - special barbeque edition
Medium farming lot for residents
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Street character loggia space - a place to
put potted plants to please a passer-by

The front stair is crowded
with people in the evening

% ‘Yokocho’ street - small bars and izakayas
. offers an intimate and lively food street
. Office cafe
/' Elevator
~J fot
/\
‘ Bicycle fast track that goes through the
/ block
The central stair is a natural meeting spot
for the residents an people passing by
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Movement patterns in traditional Japanese temple
villas and gardens do not follow a rigid straight line.
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The value of a building is often highest at the
ground floor (commercial) and top flor (penthouse)
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If an inbetween floor is made accessible by a new
type of route, the value of the building will change

according to floor.
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You are either on the ground floor,
inbetween or on the top. It is the
same for a three-story building
as for a 13 story building.

Section of Yotsuya 1:500
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If we add a new type of ground floor, the
experience will change and we can create a
more dynamic and exciting movement inbetween
the three categories.

Exterior staircases should be built as a sustainable element that can last longer than
it’s building. A new building will adapt to the existing staircase in the designphase, and
be able to create public spaces which use the potential of the stair.




