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descr ip t ion

The single-family house is 
one of the most dominant 
typologies within the urban 
village. It has a small 
footprint and is usually 2-4 
floors. Private greenery 
contributes greatly to 
improve the local neigh-
bourhood. The building 
itself has low value and is 
rebuilt within 20-25 years. 

The apartment block 
occurs within the urban 
village when a developer 
obtains enough small 
adjacent lots. The stair is 
usually exterior, both to 
work as an emergency 
exit and to save valuable 
FAR from the interior. 

- Located within the urban 
village, often in a cluster of 
buildings (flag-typology)
- Small, Irregular shaped 
site. 
- Facing  a secondary or 
tertiarty street
- Requires minimum two 
meter facade facing a street
- Short life expectancy
- Bad light conditions

- Located within the urban 
village
- Large footprint 
- Facing  a secondary or 
tertiarty street
. Exterior staircase
- Small apartments with 
few opportunities for gar-
denspace for the inhabit-
ants

- Located near a second-
ary road with car access
- Tower-shape (10-12 
floors)
- No windows or openings 
besides entrance at ground 
floor. 
- Netrual structure

- Faces a main road
- zoned under Fire protec-
tion zone = strict regula-
tions for fire safety and 
building hight. 
- Public activity only found 
at ground floor. 
- Deep and large office 
space, unsufficient lighting 
conditions inside

- Narrow and deep
- Public activities/services 
on multiple floors.
- Commercial decorated 
front facade
- Attracts many people, 
especially at night-time

- Located in an intersec-
tion
- Usually connected to a 
shopping center
- Multiple exits either 
directly to ground floor or 
through a building.

- Improved neighbour rela-
tions
- More exterior space for 
each dwelling
- Farming possibilities
- Renewed houses = less 
risk of fire
- Re-established engawa 
space
- More exciting environment

- Higher quality and more 
exterior space for residents
- Place for plants and 
greenery
- Sustainable staircase
- Improved neighbourhood 
relations

- Sightseeing spot and 
neigbourhood attraction
- Hiking goal
- Reuse of the tower
- Possible to use the 
elevator system when the 
car is obsolete

- Economical profit
- A more visible and 
attractive building attracts 
more people. 

- Improved flow of people
- Easier orientation
- 

- Health + recreation
- Evacuation zone 
becomes part of a public 
space in daily life
- More green space
- More attractive to em-
ployees
- More light
- Enhances the relation 
between edge-buildings 
and urban village

The parking tower is a 
typology with no other 
function or value than to 
store as many cars as 
possible on a lowest 
managable footprint. There 
is an elevator lifting the 
cars. The exterior can 
easily can be transformed 
without provoking the 
original function.

The office building is the 
largest of the selected 
typologies. Often a solid 
and monotonus building 
type. From April 2013, 
several larger office build-
ings will be designated 
evacuation shelters in 
case of an emergency. 

The stations form impor-
tant hubs has become 
important public spaces. 
Efficiency, crowd control 
and universal design are 
some of the key features 
of Tokyo stations

The narrow ‘pencil’ build-
ing typology usually con-
tains entertainment func-
tions such as karaoke and 
izakaya, with a high fre-
quency of vertical move-
ment, usually by a small 
elevator or the exterior 
front staircase.
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Farming community
By accessing the rooftops, 
small-scale urban farming 
becomes possible. Water 
distribution will be provided 
by a hike-able generator 
building nearby. The farming 
communities also become  
nice scenery for the nearby 
common space on the roof.

connecting buildings
When the adjacent bui ld ings 
star t to form connect ions 
wi th the generator typology 
they wi l l  adapts to the new 
network system in the hike-
able c i tyscape.

Rooftop temple
Temples situated on the roofs 
become accessible by an 
elevated pathway. It is used 
as a pause on a daily route, 
for instance when you walk to 
work, you can spend a couple 
of minutes to slow down, relax 
and pray.  

elevated yokocho street 
In an entertainment pencil 
building, a narrow street in 
the subtracted third floor 
space can stimulate bar and 
food-stand activities, usually 
found in the narrow yokocho 
sidestreets. A ground floor 
phenomenon is elevated.

parking tower top
The parking tower becomes 
a vertical link which connects 
several paths. It is also a 
nice sightseeing spot, offering 
beautiful views of the green 
urban valley and distant 
landmark buildings such as 
Tokyo Sky Tree. 

MACHIZUKURI 
ASSOCIATION

Construction and management of 
elevated infrastructure projects

Earnings
Real estate 
management

Tax

Government

- Approval of project concession
- Subsidy
- Reduct ion of urban planning tax

- Div idend
- Low interest loan Investment in land

Land owners and 
leaseholders

Land Readjustment Law 2.0
(applies to volum instead of �at area)

Private-public partnership 
based on the Fushimi-Inari 
model of participation
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re la t ion to or ig inal st reet 
pat tern

Follows the main 
subway/train-network in the 
large streets

Takes the orignial street pattern 
and topography into account, but 
adapts to the situation by creating 
new links within the village.

Does not follow the original street 
pattern. Form connections based 
on the site conditions and possible 
connections to a secondary link. 

s t reet characteruchi or soto? re lat ion to bui ld ings type of p lanning exper ience vs ut i l i ty 
value

intent iontype of connect ion

Shin juku

Shibuya
Roppongi

Ueno

Connects v i l lages

Connects city districts
Between bui ld ings ‘Top-down’ planning

Over/on, between and 
through bui ld ings

Over/on, between and 
f rom bui ld ings

Connects neighbourhoods

‘Top-down’ planning
+ 

‘Down-up’

 ‘Down-up’ p lanning
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I have chosen to investigate the hike-able potential 
of various typologies that are typical in Tokyo. I 
believe there is a potential to expand and make 
accessible a new type of public space above ground 
floor, and by illustrating several typologies, new 
spaces evoke. 

The typologies are vertical generators that faciliates 
a vertical movement in order to reach a new level 
which is then connected to a horizontal link. This 
creates a whole new infrastructural potential which 
influences the the whole building mass. 

As a tool for an urban strategy, I present 
a scheme that describes the potential of 
each of the chosen typology and a set of 
links which will increase the moveability 
above ground floor and stimulate and 
make available new common space. 

YOTSUYA-
SANCHOME

AKEBONO-
BASHI

ICHIGAYA

YOTSUYA

Project sheme for Machizukuri Assotiation funded 
by investement from all landowners in the town 
Machizukuri is an organization that guarantees a high 
degree of public interest and a cooperation with the local 
and central municipalities. Town planning subsidy can 
be received from the government since the residential 
environment and the improvement of disaster prevention of 
dense urban areas will be executed by the MZA.

Arakicho
Perimeter: 3442m
Area: 482 847 sqm

Sugacho
Perimeter: 3183m
Area: 668 031 sqm

Scheme for typologies designated as vertical generators

Description of elevated network links
The leaf as a Hierarchy concept for an elevated network system

Shinjuku

Palace
ground

Yotsuya

Case study site: Yotsuya The urban village

High-rise 
edge buildings

low-rise 
village buildings

The urban village
Arakicho, Yotsuya

Within 30 years it is likeley 
that the whole building mass 
will be replaced because of 
the short life expectancy of 
the buildings.  

Network of elevated links


